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(Cable to the New York Herald.)

LoNDON, December 27.—An important question is jost now secretl¥
agi'ating Conservatives, Gladstonians and P'aroellites, In the inne®
circles of political life noth'np compares with it in intersat. It i
this : Are the Government get'ing ready for a general clection?
Observant eyes detcet many little signs that they are, There is
gteat activity at the Treasury and a genera! shaking up of the local
orgamisations,

Oupe of the chief Gladstonians admittel to me yesterday that
hin party are entirely at the mercy of the enemy just now. “ We
have po money,” be said, * aund very few {riends. Home of our best
supporters bave intimated that they wash their hands finally of Home

Bule, Parpell nud Company have completely knocked the bottom
oat of that, I don'i eee how Humpty-Dumpty is to be set on hia legn
agamn,”

* Then,” I asked, “ why does not the Old Man say so at once?”

‘“*How can he ! " replied his staunch supporter, * The McCarthy
lot would come down npon us at once. They wonld say :— We
bave given up Parnell and shattered onr organisation for you, and
now you basely desert us' All Ireland would ery out agaiost us,
Bomething may oceur to give us au opening out of the diffienlty, but
at present the Tories have got wg in a crack.” Buat what do the
Tories say? I spoke to a very pawerfu! member of the party to-day,
and I know that his views are shared by more than oue memb:r of
the Minstry, * We have got all the best of them, no doubt " said he,
“ but you must consider many things before plunging into & gencral
election. How are we off for money 7 7

‘ Better off a good deal thaz the other side,” I remarked,

“ Yee, that is qunite trne, but still we are not so well off a3 we
ought to be, The Baring affair hit some of our people pretty hard,
You have no idea what many of our most liberal sapporters have
lost in the Argentines. Then Goschen has offended the big brewers
und distillers, who have usually subscribed largely to & campaign
tund, We shauld not get much out of them just now.

‘! Pockets ara buttoned up tight all round. Local organisations
are poor, Hecollect they have had to fight two contested elections
within five years ; they don't want any more at present,”

“ Buill," I suggested, * you will scarcely find any one who doubts
that Lord Balisbury would get another geven years of power if he
appealed to the country now 7"

“1agres with that view,” replied my friend, # but we must con-
gider what our people in the country wish, I tell you they do not
want snother election, Trade is not good penerally, aud they are in
Tavour of letting this Parliament run on another year, or at [east till
next antumn, I rather think that 18 the view taken in the very high
quarter, which has also to be consulted.

 We need not be in & harry, I think. The (Hadstonians cannot
get over the knock-down blow they have received, Where are they
now ! Associated with Patrick Ford, Michael Davitt, and all that
crowd, The moment they go before the country they will be pulled
to pieces, We can wait, and not much will be risken by delay.

" 1f I were you I should tell your constitueats to expeet another
chance of electing you some time next July or Avgust. [t is all up
with the Old Man, any way. There will be no mote Irsh alliance
in our time, Paroel has smashed the machine. More power to his
elbow,” A MENRER OF PARLIAMENT,

ENGLAND AS A SHELTER TFOR VENDETTAS.
— ———

THE Werkly Register contains thisarticle on the murdersr of Micister
Rosei, of Theino, and the action of the Enghsh Government :
Casticni, the man acsusel of ths murd.r of Hss, duning the re-
cent so-cailed Hevalution 1n Ticino, has been allowed, by the law of
England, to make goad hin escape from justice. Dzclaning that his
brother, who had been punished four years ago for pohtical crimes,
should he avenged, Uastioni seized the oceasion of tbe riwing at
Ticino to shoot one of the Ministers whom the populace meffectually
souphbt to cuat. The assassin fled to Kpgland, and was arreszed ; and
he would naturally, one thinks, behanded over to the authonties of
his own country, The law of extradition recogmises, howaver, a
distiacticn between political and other crume, and Castioni was aid-
judged 2 pohibeai off:nder, and wis consequently 9st ar lirge,
Btrange (o say, this decision bas the full approval of the Fimes
That paper has quite another gospel £or Ireland. Tt wonld have de-
nounecd any Government which had given ranctnary to a Phanix
Park murderer ; and tg-morrow it wiil applavd Mr. Balfour it he
demands from the Canadian authorities the arrest of Mr. Dillon and
Mr, O'Brien. For our own par!, while welcoming the laws which
allow exiles of the clasa which rangs from the Comte de Parts to
General Boulanger and Prince Krapotkin a home in England, we
think nothing can be more confusing at nome, or mote amaziny
abrosd, tban the deciwion which frees Uastiont from the judvment of
hia countrymen and the penalty of h.s erime, We see that the
Univers, 1n expreesing a similar opinien, goea so far as to regrer that
Hir Charles Ruesell ehould have helt tre brief for Castioni.  That 1s
(quite another affair. It will be an evil day for accased prranne when
they can be detended only by eouns:l who share their views, and
are persuaded at first glance of their innosence. It 14 a 1ribute to
the judicial maoners and methods of even the protecuting and des
fenuog counse] in English Courts that the barrister 19 fiequently
entrusted with cases which do not win tbe sympathies of the wan,

The cave cceupied by Jesse Jamee and the Younger buys in
Minnesota was faGnd by # party ot hunters, There was accommo-
dation for thirty. The place 18 a8 1mpregoable as Gibraltar, and
twenty men, with plenty of ammunition, conld hold it Bgainst a regi-
ment for a month,

BIS HARDEST CHRISTMAS.

———————— -

" ABOUT as tough a Christmas ss J ever passed,” said the Hon. Amos
J. Cummings, * was in the army of the Potomac. It wasa near the
baoks of the Rapahanuock in 1862. There waa a very cold sn«p and
several pickets were frozen to death, 1 had expected to receive a hox
from bowe filled with killikinick, plum-pudding, woy, and other
deheacies, It did not coras. Coristmas day was cold and gloomy,
Even the fresh heef rations bad given out, and nothing was lef: bat
salt pork and hard tack. We had good coffee, taken from a blocade
ruaner, hut no sugar.

* After dark a Sergeant proposed that we should creep nnder a
bwlding rear brigade headquartera, where gnartermaster's aupplies
were stored,  The Sergeant hat found an augur in a Confederate
cellar ; if we could creep under the ahanty without heing discovered.
we propesed to bore through ke flooring m eearch of a barrel of
whiskey, I think I crept upon my stomach for forty yarda before [
g t ander the buildine. [t wis qmte a dark mght, but the snow had
melte! awny, and tha ground was very w+. I could hear the seutries
at brigade headqrarters eoughiog and sprtling and cursing the cold
weather,

* The Sergeant joined me half an hour later, and drew the angur
out from his pocket, Qur wet clothes froz: stiff, Our hands wera
numb, and we had great diffienlty in working the augur. The firas
barre! we siruck was not a anceess, A stream of brine povred dowa
our backs, aud [ was glad to move along. The pext barrel seemed
to be a barrel of molasses, Thie, mixed with the brine, prodoced s
sticky effuct. We bored into ten or twelve bartels, and finally struck
what we had first thought was the good otd stuff. It turned out to
be, however, a keg of yeast, Concluding that this was the best we
could do, we filled our canteens with yeast and spent an hour eneak-
mg from cover. It was half-past twelve when | crawled into my
tent, Istarted a fire in the lttle mud chimney, and we had a royal
old time with the yeast,

“Not long afterwarde my brother crept into the tent. He had
been on guard at Division headquarters, His eyes were glowing with
excitement.

¢ What have you got, Charley ' I agked.

‘¢ Bogar,” he rephed,

‘It wag just what we wanted for your coffee.’

'“* Where 38 it 7' the Bergeant asked,

**I got up and felt of his pockets, but there was nothing there.
We pulled off hus cap, fancying that 1t might be tucked away over his
head. Bunt we could not find it.

' A quiet but confident ar remained wpon his features, After
we had biessed him, soldier fashion, for lying, he turned his musket
upeide down and poured a pound or more of augar our of ite barrel.
‘ It was the only way I conld get away with 11, he said, ‘for they
searched us when we came off guard,’

* o the next morniag there was a great commotion at Brigade
Heedquarters, Tbe brine bad been drained tiom three pork barrels,
A bariel of molasses bad run out upon the ground below the shanty,
and two negroes were seraping it up, with vieions of molassey candy
before their eyes, But this was not the worst. Two holes had beea
bored 1110 & rude coflio, containing the roemains of the son of & pro-
miment official, who haa been killed 10 a previous engagement,

*“Tha cutpse had been wrapped in a blanket and buried nearby,
amd his tatoe) had come down to get the body before warm weather
setan, I f 10 badly, but my rorrow was tempered when I remembered
that the S:rgeant had done the boring n that part of the shanty
where the coflin resred,”—H xehangy,

LORD SALISBURY'S OFFENSIVENESS,

-

Trie London ZFabl+ thus comments on a late sprech of the Prime
Minister's :—Lird Salwsbury s speech was marked by a certan
brutality ot ton+ which 19 charactenistic of him, and alvo sinpularly
out of p ace in the utterances of & Unionist Mimister. Ia this respect
Lord Silisbuty presents 8 marked contrast to Mr. Baltour’s remarks
about 1ndividual wombers of 1he Naticnalist party, whbich are often
hting evough, and with goxl canse. but nis speeches are without a
tracs of that conlempt and stupid scorn for a whole people which
are so often present in the speeches of the Prime Minister. The
hope that the three peoples may come to forget all secticnal
differenc s, aud, under equal laws, and 1 *he ecjoyment of an
equal freedem, be woldid roto one nnuted nation, 8 at once the
strength and tue justification of 1be Umenist party.  Lora Salisbury
seems to think he promotes the ceuse «f the Unien by constanily
alluding to Ircland, not as an tntgral part of the United Kingdom,
bt »s A cotguered provinee,  Kecently be discoursed mueh apon
the obliga 1on ¢ we sncuired when we conquered Ireland,” and also
upon the sort of resolute vovernment whicu a poople 4 entitled to
expeet when Y geographical or other conguderations force you to
take away thewr indepeodence.” I ever the cause of the Usion
Faits, 1t wi!l be hecause 1t bas recvivel 1t8 worst wounds from the
tongue of Lord salsbury,

Dr. Tleinrich Bchliemann, the rrebaeologist, ia dead.

Keaders of the American cablegrams pubhished recently must
have been puzzled al eeeing that although Mr. T. P, 0’Uormnor sigped
the protest against Mr. Parnells continuned leaderebip, Mr, T, P,
(’Connor also made a speech declanog that 1t would be the basest
of treachury to abandon tbe o d ebief of the porty.  The solution of
the myatery 13 that there are two T. F. O'Uonnors; and T. P, of
Ublcago 15 wil £Xtremist whose views are in the flattest contradiction
un muny points with hig namesake, T, 17, ate ot the Ntar. This g
not the first ime that the newspapers have confused cne with the
other, and Primrose oralors have betore this quoted with glee
dypamite specches by the Awmertean T, P, uader the imprescon that
they had been made by the lrish member,



