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(Liverpool Cathelic Times) learn that in the Commune of Eappel.
on-the-Rhine 310 persone, who in 1870 formed themselves into an
“0Old Catholic” parlsh and obtsined possession of the Catholic
church in the district, formally renouaced their errors on the 13th
inst, The church will therefore be henceforward devoted to its
origipal purpose, after it has been rsconsecrated by the Archbishop
of Eriburg, The “Old Catholic™ schism, despite the attempta of
the Apglicans to bolater it ap, has long been doomed.
L ———————

THE EPISCOPAL CONGRESS ON THE GROUNDS
OF CERTITUDE,

_———
(Brocklyn Czthelic Reviem,)

As umnal, the Church Congress of the Protestant Episcopalians at
Philadeliphia, the other day, presented some very ludicrous features
and they are admirably reported by the JIndependent. It seems a
pity that so grave and important a question as that of * Grounds of
Certitude in Philosophy and Religion,” shotld have been presented
in such a light as to turnish & thome of amnsing comment, But what
elsecould youexpect? Ofall the enbjecta that were calenlated to give
rise to the Babel of confused discussion pecnliar to the Episcopal
Congresses that question of the groonds of certitud : caps the climax.
The report of the Independent is & happy ons, the wrifer evideatly
appreciating and enjoying the whole scene, Ha says Dr. Hunting.
ion of New York read the first paper and that it was ¢ very clear,
well read and well received,” yet as his position wea open to eriti-
cism it would seem that his* ground of certitude " nesded some pre-
vious ground of certitude to confirm it,

The next spesker was Professor Sterrett, a well-known student
of Hegel and expounder of bis philosophy. .

“ His paper was read under the most hopeless disadvantages.
He bad not himself read it over since it was written ; it was about
three times as long sa his tima for reading wounld allow ; and he
missed out dozens of pages withont in the lesat realising how the
parts retained would get joined togatber, Moreov_er, probably not
twenty people in the andience had the faintest notion of the princi-
ples on which his propositions were based, The sudience was a
delightful spectacle, Bome were trying to look as if they understood
what was said, Some were blowiog thewr noses and wiping their
eyes. Some were reading, or pretendiog to read the programmes,
It was perfectly obvious that Professor Bterrett's paper—-or frag-
ments of & paper—was wholly and bopelessly above them,”

Of the next address by Rev, Dr. R, Harrs, of Brooklyn, N.Y,
the writer says:

# It is impossible to deseribe the rush and gush and drive of his
delivery. The reporters—not the stupid rootine noodles of the Paila-
delphia newsapapers, but genune stencgraphers—were baffied and
unable to follow him, Bo was everybody else who heard him for the
firat time. The effect was ludicrous and awe inspiring., °* There is
ouly one kind of certitude,” he said, or seemed to say, ag the thunder
snd lightning of his rapid elequence rushed by, * 71z, truth as appre-
hended by knowledge,’ Probably the oracularstarement was merely
& whirr on the wings of rhetoric—or the rapidity of its utterance may
have turned it upside down.”

# Truth as apprebended by knowledge ” i8 excellent as a grouad
of certitude in every depattment of life.

The next apeaker was Dr, Bates, of Cleveland, Onio. Hus posi-
tion was that ¥ we may often get a clear view of trutn by consideriog
ita contradictory,’” which the repoerter coneidered a very pregnant
thooght which the Doctor worked out well, But we are not at all
surprised to learn that, “at the end of his epeech;, he very naturaily
arrived at our orthodox beliefs and when he came toJesus Chriat the
audience welcomed what he had to say with wild applause. They
felt as if they were getting out of a dismal hell of mere apeculation into
the sunny heaven of their own opinions,” Could anything he more
graphic or more amusing than that deseripiion? Could anything
more admirabiy describe the Protestant pogition ou this important
subject than “the dismal bell of mere speculation? ” Their true
happiness is ¢ the " sunny heaven of their own opininng,”

We very much fear that Rev. W. M. Groton, of Wester v, R.L.,
who wes the pext speaker, will not appreciste the compliment pawd
him by our sumewbat facetious reporter, * His speech,” he says,
“ was applauded to the echo, and for the obvious rewson that it bhad
nothing in the remotest degree to do with the subject.” And be
coptinues : © His speech was delightful and delusive. A9 s very
edifying address al 4 prayei-meeting 1t was above all praise; as a
contribution to a question of the profoundest metaphbysicy 1t was
sheer moonshine. but the andience was immenseiy relieved They
finished wiping their noses ana readiog the programme ; they under-
stood what was Baid ; they clapped (heir hands an. felt theyr hearts
warm. And they had realiy listened to something which did them
good, though it bad nothiog whatever to do with 'the grounde of
certitude,’ "

That is certainly not very emcounraging for the popular sutlle-
ment of the great aod important question.

The last speaker was & volunieer, the Bav. Mr, Conger. He is
represented as & very modest man, comiog forward with trembung
‘hands everywhere anod nowhere—twiiching, quivering, restless,”
bnt the writer thinks he will, sooner or later, make his mark, and
that we shall npquestionably hear from hm again. His statement
was that “ any proposition which is guaranteed by the united testi-
mony of our spirstual nature is trustworthy.” We sincerely hope we
gba!l hear from Mr. Conoger again, and thsat be will explan the
meaning of hia proposition, We trast he will especially ses the im-
portance of explaining how aund wh:re the “united testimony of var
gpiritnal nature ” may be found,

» when will our good, sincere, and zealous Protestant friends
find their way out of the * dismai hell of mere speculation,” oot 1ato
the ““eunpy be:ven of their own opinions,” but into tonat huven of
rest and peace in the Holy Catholic Ohureh, which furnishes toe
only sure foundstion and impregoable groynd of certitude in

teligion? We are glad the subject is belog discassed. The very
agitation of the question is evidence that the necessity of having
some ground of certitude is being more and more realisad, and the
discussion cannot but result in good in the end,

GERMAN CATHOLICS AND SOCIALISM.,
—_——

(From the Cutholic Columbian.)

Ag already announced, the German Catholica noder the presidency
of Prince Loewenatein, have just formed a * Peoples’ Lieagune "
(Velksverein), with the object of meeting tbe menacing advance of
#ocinlistic doctrines and propaganda in the Empire. The following
ia 2 tranelation ot the Manifesto issued by the League, and signed by
Dr. Windthorst and all the chief Cithohe leaders :

“To the German Catholic people—* Grave errors and dangercus
revolutionary tendencied are showing themselves on a1l sides. Social
order and the established monarchial order are threatened i their
very foundations. Socialism not only preaches these errars, but en-
deavours to put them into practice. In fact Socialiem feels that the
Catholic popnlation of Germany is the most formidable adversary of
these errors and tendencies, Hence, in their Congress at Halle, the
8ocialists declared open war against Catholiciem. It is, theretors,
urgently necessaty to repuisa the enemy with our forces united and
well-organised. For this purpose Oatholics from ail parts of Germany
have several times met together. They have decided 10 organise a
Ostholic Leagne, the object of which ia to combat rovolutionary errors
and tendevcies on socisl questions and to defend Christian sucial
order. This end can be obtained only by the personal action of
sach member, by instructive lectures, and hy the propagation of goad
books and papers. Every German Catholic who is of age may join
the League by paying an aunual sabscription of oue shilling,

“Forward then! Let us march against the common enemy,
Let us form this great Leagne which mhall embrace all German
courtiea, This Leagne will organise our forces, increase our
resources, direct Catholic action in the Prass, in pamphleta,
and in popular wmeetings, Wa sball thus be organised in
the smallest village, in the tiniest ham!let, and wae shall be able to
combat every where in the cause of truth against socislistic errors,
Let sach member of our League undertake a personal propsgaada.
The League aime, not only at the refutation of errora and false doc-
trines, but also at the apread of true principles on social qneationa,
The League desires that both employers of labour and workmen
should become more and more convinced of their recipracal duties,
and recognise more and more the aolidality of their interests, Our
bishops, always mnxious for the publie waal, have recently in their
meetiogs at Fulda sounded the alarm on the subject of the approach-
ing danger. Qur union will show the bishops that their appea! has
been ieard, When the Holy Father hears of our work, his paternal
heart will be filled with joy, bacanse the German Catholies bave un-
deratoo | the needa of & pew era and are desirous to meet them by
working together for a common good.

¢ It the Gorman Kmperor, in agreement with the German Pripces
bag abandonad the policy of combating idess by police measures, he
bas done so with the full coofidence that theve is still suffizient
Christian spirit in the people to overcome, of its owa free action,
ileas a3 danrerous for the Church as for the State. Catholics of
Germany, let us be the last to abuase this confidence. Gather your-
seives together them, Catholic people! Qive a fresh proof of the
8pirit of aacrifice and fifelity to Church and conntty. G ither to-
getber for the defence of Caristian society, Defend the altar and
throne, the hearth and the home, Let us a1l unite tog -ther, graat aod
emall, priests and laity, masters and workwman, to oppoaz tha enemy
that menaces us; toinstruct the ignorant, to support the feeble, and
to enkindle the zeal of the farthtul, By this maans we shall preserve
to onr people their faith, ani eff:ct a great and importaut gocial
action,

A RABBI ON MORAL TBRAINING IN THE
S8CQHOOLS.

-

(From the Catholic Review.)

RABRI LEON HARRIBON lectured last Suoday before the congre
gatioo of Temple Isracl, in Avon Hail, on Bedford avenue, Brooklyn,
on the subject of tesching morals in public schools, He gaid : » Now,
I prize education above all othet earthly goods. I honour the scholar
far more than the mullionaire, And yet some of the greatest
scoundrels on record have bsem educiated men. SBome of the most
villanous thieves bave been Lord Huzh Chaocellors, Sratesmen, and
poots, end sages bave wallowed in the foulest mire of moral corrup-
tion.

**Is there any people in the world more saturated with learning
snd culture than the German pation !  Can edocation do more for a
people than it has for the countrymen of Goethe, Immanuel Kant,
Heinrich Heine, Mommeen, Wagner and Beethoven? Yet could any
funier enme be committed against civilisation than the bouoding by
them of an enlire race—a blasting iodictment of their pretended
pbilosopby, their liberalism, their enhirhtenment ?

" 1f moralenl*ure is & daily necessity and is to train our etmolions
and Bympathies then churches mlone and Sunday echeols are
inenficient— miserably insufficient, We need more than homeeo-
patmc doses of morality. Little etildren do not gain much from
this meagre instruction, The Jittie ones have their owo trials and
troubles, their own faults and virturs that are quite a3 largs to them
ag full @ 2-d cares are to their elders, Tbey need more strengthening
moral tuod than is given them to-day, and more of 1t. In an sye
hke this, when colture does not 1mpiy character, when educauon s
otten but a thin veneering for polisbed villany, do not iay sole atress
on mental training, bat prize it at its true value, add thereto strength
of purpose, enlighteoed conecience, trained and true sympathics,”



