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effectual means of practising almsgiving is thus afforded, esabling
all to co-operate in Lthe holy work of saving our fallen sisterhood.

Dear Rev, Father, We have endeavoured to oatline briefly. some
of tae meana proper to sanctify this holy aeacon. These and others
which your wisdom and zeal will suggest, We trost you will develop
ard explain to your people, Earnestly impress upon them the strict
obligation of approaching the Racraments of Penanes n-d the Hyly
Kucharist during Paschal t me. Fxhort them to pray for our Holy
Father the Pope, for the complete restoration to bealth and rpeedy
retorts of our beluved Bishop, for the Clergy, Secular and Hegular,
for the vations religious bodies, and for all the good works of the
Diocese,

The following are the dates appeinted for the various collee-
tiong :—

1, For the Holy Places in Palestine, on Good Friday, March
27th.

2, Kor the Beminary Fund, on Whit Sunday, May 17th,

3. Forthe Peter's Pence, on the sunday within the Octave of the
Feast of sts, Peter and Paul, July 5th.

4. For the Diocesan Chanties, on Bosary sunday, October 4th.

6. For the Aboriginies, ou Sunday wi hin the Octave of Feast of
Bt. Frances Xavier, December 6th,

These coliections must be made on the appointed days, or the
earliest uceasion afierwards, when the priests visit other enarches ¢
chapele in their district  They will be gaod enough to send the pro-
ceeds without delay to Very i ev, Father Aubrey, Christchurch,

Whilst this circular was :n the Pigss, we received s letier from
the Bishop, in which he 1mparts ‘o his fattsinl flsck—elergy and laiy
—bis rpecial and beart-feit bepediction. His Lordahip, whilst
regretting his prolonged absence from his diocese. assures us that
the ioterests of the diocese, rather thanm his own pereocal con-
venience, prevent his being 1o our midst as scon as he had wished and
anticipated,

Given at Caristchurch on the eve of Quinquagesima Bunday, and
appointed to be read and afterwards placed in s conspicuous place 10
tke churches aod chapels of the dioeese,

STEPHEN CUMMINGS, 3.M,,
Diocesan Administrator,
As promised by His Lordship the Bishop 1a last year's Pastoral,

we subjoin & detailed account of the collections taken up in the
various parishes uf the digoese - —

Holy Peter Diocesan

Places. Seminary, Pence. Ahorigines. Charities.

£ a8 d £ 98 d, £ . d £ s d. £ s d.

Pro-Catbedral 7 ¢ 0 1018 ¢ 14 18 3 1116 1 32 0 0O
s5t. Mary's,

Christchurch 210 0 5 2 g 5 2 16 312 6 1115 0O
TLincoln . 61 6 30000 210 6 315 0 + H 0
Rangiora ... 3 0 ¢ 0 W 3 0 i 00
Darfield 21 0 2 1 0 11~ 4
Ashburien ... 15 0 217 0 1 3 0 ANV
Temuks e 006 610 9 7 & 514 6
Timaru e 2 00 8 6 0013 00 0 3100 o0 g
Waimate .., 2 2 g 6 0O n 9 0 0 12 6 D6
Gersldine . 310 6 5 3 60 5 2 0 310 0 1100
Lyttelton .., 012 ¢ I 1 9 1 1 o 010 5
Akarpa .. .. 011 o 414 o
Hosn oo o4 2oy ..

Hokitka ... 4 6 0 4 6 o 168 6 0 .

Geymouth... ¢ 110 & 11 12 6 o .. P13 0
Ohaura e 24 0 5 0 g 40
Bumara ... ¢ ! u 4 o0 ft10 0 213 0 1 0w

The following are the Lenten and other regulations which we
make 1 virtoe of facoitiea rocerved fiom 11 e Apsstolie Soe -

let, Fleeh meat is allowed at the chicf mei! on ol daysoxe gt
Wednesdaysand Fridays and Ember 8.utar lay. whieh £3ls this year
the second saturday 1 Lent, and Monday mn Holy Weok.

2nd. The vee of dripping awd lard 1« permetted 2t dimner o 411
daye of fast 2nd abstinence durine Lent, ani alse throughout the
year, except on Ash Wednisiay and tie Wadnesdiy anet Fruday i
Holy Week.

3rd, White meats—such as hatrer, wilk, chee-e, and egug—are
allowed an all days at dinter and eoliation. with the exception of
_Ash Wednesday and Good Fridas, A Liule milk 19 alweys allowed
G tea, coffee, ur other bever sge

#th, For these who, though oot b and to fadt. are hoand 1o
abstarn  The kinds of fond which are allowe ] ot theo ehief meal to
those who are bouad to fa-t, are allow d at ail vim = to thie who
are not so bound,

Sth. Fish and flesh
Lent,

Gith, There is neither fagt nor abstinence o5 % indavs in Lent.

“th. His Holiness Pope Ley XIII, by special Induit his
exempted St. Patrick's Day. 1 Australesia, trom fas irg ani
abstinence excrpt when 1t falls on a Feday or dureg Embir Week,

All who have completed their twents.fitst ¥rar are houpd to
fast and abstain, unless excosed by the stute <1 thutr Pealth ur the
nature of their empliyments according to the regulations atatald
above ; and all who have arrived at tbe wvee of reason, thosgh ne:
bovnd to fast before the completion of their twenty-first year, an
vevertheless bound 10 shatain from tue nee of flesh meat 01 the days
appointed, unless ¢ xempted for a legrtimate cause, of which the
reBpective Pastors are to be judges.

All who bave arnived a) the yeara of diseretion are bonad to o
to communion withio Easter time, which 1n tma diocerse comme o~
on Ash Wedneuday, and eods on the Octave of the Feast ol N,
Peter and 8. Panl.

N.B —The prayer “ Gmnipots ns Semprtorne Dows " (8o, 7, Inter
Orationes ad Liversay will be continued at cvery Mas , an stter
the Litany at Benediction of the Blessed Bacramrent, unti] the retuin
of His Lordsiup the Blshop,

sre oot allowed at the same meal duning

_ Wercquest you tn continue the special Memento for the Bishop
in the prayers recitel in pablie, in the churches, chapels, com-
munities, and schocls of the Diocess,

The eoliection fir the Holy Places in Pale:tine will take place
on Good Friday.

Gwen_ at Chiistebnreh on the eve of (Quingnagesima Sunday,
and appoiatad to e joad and sfterwards placed in a COnApICuous
place 1nn the ehitrches ant rhapels of the Diocese,

STEPHEN CUMMINGE, S.M,,
Diocesan Administrator.

BISMARCREKS.

———————
(Paris correspondent of 7ruth,)

EARLY in this year a member of the Corps Diplomatique, whom I
deem eagacions an ! wateliful! of events and men, 8&id to me, " No Btate
in Europe dares now togir without asking P.ince Bi-marek's leave,”
He overtops cverybsdy. I thought of this on the different ozcasions
on which I have had sight of Count Herbert Bismarck eince he
crossed over here the other day from Engzland, You remember what
a tremendous personage he was when he went to visit bis friends, the
Lenlonderrya, at the Pheenix Park, Tt appears that their friendship
18 staunch, and that on the whole he has reason to be satisfied with
the civility be met with north of the Channel., His most representa-
tive contrymen there got away, however, to Paris, not to be called
upon by so—as things now stand at Berlin—compromising 8 per-
ronage. Here he is, a3 Goldemith described the traveller,  remote,
unfriended, melanchely,” but I need not repeat a line so well koown,
It was a huge mistske of the ex-German Chancellor not to be con-
tent with leaving Count Herbert a fine fortune and an historical
name, iustead of trying lo force him into the porition of Bismarck
the Second, and to give the Hmperor, who is restive as coll, no
option between getting rid of him completely or of having the Connt
at s elbow. Whenever e went to visit a brother sovereign,
William said that he felt (owing to Herbert Bismarck's conatant pre-
sence) like a priconer allowed to have an cuting mnder Lhe eye of a
turnkey who had been sent to watch him. He was exasperated by
it.  As Count Milnater belonged to the late Emperor Frederick's set,
it is not surprising that he Lag not thus far been called upan by Prince
Bi:marek’s won, who, [ beljieve, bas not visited the Embassiea here,
He goes tn the theatres, and liguors or beeraup, and sups in a brasseris
near the Opera MHousr, The KFrench papers say that he has come to
see whether Prince bLismarck might venture to epend the winter at
Kice, without his presence 1n this country giving rise to ebullitiona
of anger, They al-o say that the Prince i: shaken in healih., This
ig not the cas:, Hi«saw-mills, grasing firms, forest plantings, dis-
tilleites, and browories gmive im plenty to do.  He thus escapes from
tedinm. Bat his wife, poor idy, takes on greatly at his reverse of
tortune, and has 1ast he:dth, If they go to the Riviers, it will be
for the hen: fit of her braltt, T do not think the French would hike
t1gee them v Franc . Prinee Bismarck’s bark in snme respects was
wors: than s bite anl s j g'e and gmbesin 1870-71, were often
creel,  But the Piancess expressed an ammoaity worthy of a Hebrew
wom 11 the time when Jewieh captaios poat the inhabitants of
eities to the vl of the sworl, oot eparine babes on their mother’s
breaste, Ao or of hers, «xbotting her hsband to exterminate, was
s Ly fe nes-tiroms on ats wov ta Versanles, and published hy
Gamberta™ nuter, 10 haadatterly been takedup agne,  Fortunately
Bismareh did noact upon 1, wnl, on the whole, he hebaved well to
Parie after the caprtalation, dorog what be could to facilitate tha en-
trance of fuod cupphes

THRERE

We reall growing altte ti-elof pulanthropic suggestions for
the good of Afmea.  Dut 1t s wmpossib’'e nst to recognise the
poact eal ai dom of t e sugrestion for the puppress oo of the slave-
trate woieh Lovd Wo's lev hag just 1epe tod, We pointed cut &
mon hoor two sy oo decus-ing Lord Wo'seley's paper on the
g.bet in the Owiled Nerviee Magasine, that ths wag, indeed, the
anly plan whies can be rea ly off ctual. [t is simplcity iteelf, for
it ig merely a questin of abgolute y pronibiting the importation of
fir arms AL 4 awmunitioo 1nto certain portions of Africa, To accom-
phh thes. an aefetnanenal ernventicn world he necessary ; and
that oueht 0ot to te vov miflienls. There are already so many
thousznc s of muske's *n Atiea that the stoppsge of tne importation
of ayme wonly not have mach 1mmadiate effect ; but in twelve
montts the lack o ammumnion would render the muskets useless.—~
NS s (Basefte

Th- win e monrnioy of the youthful Queen of the Netherlands
(savs tue Pans correspondent of f7ufk) 19 a revival of an old costom.
Home arernr onie of Nuas, corre~ponding to the Passionist ohe
for men, us=1ra dress in wiite, They might be said to be Gaod
Frilay orrer- they particulaily di votiog themselves to gommemorate
tne event for the koeping in mind ot which that fast day was ige
sutn el—dumg witn Chnst daily, The ladies of Port Royal also
decvled wien thelr meonastirv was meformel to wo.r white robes
only. AMary of Eneaand wag the last Fiench Qaven who wore white
novrmng ; she wasd knowa a: La Ren: Blauche ~perhaps by old
prople to distinsweh berrom Catnerine de' Me hel, who was the
tiist regral widov to dross e black, S.e bo rowed her cable weads
from Ttaly, whieh, far back .o antiqm y, t-ok black mourning from
the Bewanan wyeterics, Cinos 1w osearch o f Proserpine was in
blck to sign £y the winter «ooson, woon nature 18 most cilourless,
Cathenine de’ Moeaier's widoa’™s cip was black, Th white widuw's
eap s now the anly sarvisac of the aner nt white meur ing,  Mary
Stuer: tolowe heo wo bir in-law i weating black afrer the death
ub bier fivst o ueband, White 14 more smitabie far the winter wear of
adebeate ch Tan tne harsh Duater eiim ite than hlazk, which is cold 10
winter, hot iz sumwer, and only advaotagecus 1o huling coal amut,
and 1n seemingly reducing the bulk of stout figures,



