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o« H'm! 1¢hsis rich rad gererous I should think be would give
you better clothes to wear."

:' No doubt he will, Senora: but we only reached port an hour
“ What brsiness has yonr master with m>, in sueh & hnrry,
too 1"’

“Tdonst know, Sznora” rephad the yoing maa ; butit did oot
escape hie notice that the widow turned pale, and the hanod that held
the letter tremblea,

" Are you to wait fur an answer " she asked,

“ Yes, Senora.”

“ Then go and wait at the door anul I call vou.”

The oung man turoed to obey, wheo the widow, who bad bastily
opened the letter, started violeaily,

“Jose Benito, Juse Benito, come here quick I'* she called,

Her daughters rustied to her sule, qu stioning her eagarly, but she
ordered them from the room tosetuer with M .ria, Then closing the
door she turned to Jos: Benito,

* Who iz your mater! What is his name?” sh: asked sharply.

* Don Jose de “iyas, Senora,™

*Is he a respectab e person !

* He 18 8a1d 1o be worta 5,000,000 dols,”

"“But is he a gentleman /"’

“Ah, Senora, witn s> much money he—"

“ Very wel, that 13 envugh,” she sard, impatiently, * Tell lum I
will receive him at onge.”

* Thank you, Senora.” sud poor Jose B2aito aa h: went away,

A hall bour iater ag the witow Banches, witirel 1n bur richest
costume, sat waiting in her parwur, the mait announe:d the arrivat
of the expected guest.

As the man entered th-roum the widow bit her lips to restraiz &
emile at hig extraordinary fizure. He waa tall and stout, with stooping
shoulders; he had a1 enormous rel nose, and his wnnkled skin was
brown and weather-bealen; a suff, bristhng grey beard covered
the lower part of his tace, and his hair was reduced to a grey fringe
across the back of bis meck lcaving the rost of his head bare. His
costume was of fine black broadelotn, with the exception of the vest,
which was of yellow velvet ssotted with red.  Across his broad and
ample breast he wore a gold watch chain as massive a3 a ship's cable,
his fat fingers were covered with costly rings, and in his shurt froat
sparkled a magnificent diamond.

At the widow's request be seated himself upon the sofs, while bis
long legs stretched half way across he parloar.

For a few moments oot 3 word was spokea
other with evident distrust and suspicion.

* Have [ the honour of addressing Do Jose de Zayas! " said the
widow at length.

“ Your servant, Senora. Anl I suppsse I am aldressing the
widow Banchez ! 8a1d the stranger with an awkward bow.

He was evidently embarrassed. H:coughed several times, ran
his fingers nervously througn bis beard, anli then sat gaziog at his
bejewelled bands.

At leogth, summoning up courage he said .

“1am aplain man, of fzw woras, Ssaora, an i we will proceci to
business at once, Wh1t 19 your answer, yis or no ! "

The widow hes atel. She had already formed her pwa plans to
appropriate th s man’s millione. aod they duf 1-a materially trom
thue: which he bad propu-ci, Her vbjeet now was to gaio tme,

“When [ read the letter which your sereant—"

* My secretary.  { have male the young man my scere'ars, b
interrupted her grutlly.

* 1 beg your pardun, S.nora, your szeretary, Wnoen f read this
this leter I thought ar first 1t was a cruel ] ge gome malicious person
was play:ng on an unyp. ed widow, but—

“Agl told the truth  uwsuw that 1t was 1o dead earnest—eb,
Seoora '

I bave been very unfortonate,” she savl pres-iag her handhoer-
chief to her eyes, and maea as I shniok from doing so, I am cum-
pelled to aceept your offered aud. ‘hink T e¢in mahe tre toims
satisfnctory to yoe,” sbe added with a st roy smile,

“1 want nothing, Senory, except woat oz letter stated ; that,
orour businessis at a2 eud Do you uoderstacd? I thought the
letter was plain enough. Listen '

He leaned forwird su!d=oly, and taking the | tter from bor
band, begen to read ; )

* Bespeeted Senota | kpow that notoaly tae hous whtch
you live, but yuur J.we!s und all your property have beea m . tzaged
and the money squander-d, Youubave also appropriated tu your own
use the property of your niece amid ward, Marta, which bas also bewn
lost. Your creditors are pressing you, and within a week your house
will bu sold over your head to 8atisfy their demands, 1 will pay off
your mortgavres and place you 1a comfurlable circumstances on vne
c_ondlElon—tbat Fou guwve me the naud of your niece, Maria, 11 mar-
riage,"”

The old man lad the letter on the table and sat awaiting her
reply.

-~ But, Benor, T do not know who you #re,
to do all this " sl e zuspedl.

" Look T he said, drawing a pickage of papers from his pocket,
which he carefully uufolied ane be.d al wsate distasce for her to
see,

. each sat eveivg the

You may be uznable

They were all the morigages and sote win b wery cutstanding
A‘amm her,

“ 1 have bought ail thesc nod now L sm your ercditor,” h» saud,
chuckhing to himselt ws he saw her checks grow pale. * And 1 have
still more,” he went on. I buve full proof of your thefr ot your
ward's money. Yoo thougbt that you had destroyed them, bu,
Benors, sachactions are sure tocomz to lizht, Outhe day that Mania
vecornes my wife, I will Lorn all 1theas in your preswace. TE vou
refuse my ptoposal Leball soe o1 aranst yoo ‘o the full exteat of
the law. Now, tuko sour cuoice.  Meanwhiie 1 will to Ll you ull you
need to know of wy history, 1 weut to Bouth America a poor boy,
Therc a kiod man tush me 1oto his service, 1 nursed him through a

terrible {llness, anl b2 became so fund of me that, as he had nota
relative 1n the world, he adopted me und gave me his name, which I
hope t» carry with honour as long as I hive, When my benefactor
died { fonod he had made me heir to his immense fortune. I1then
went tn ailifarnia wrers, hy laecky neestments, 1 dounbled my
money, 1l we were in Canforma now I should marry Maria and
ieave you ty starve, bat I know that here in Spain her marriage
would not be lezal without thy consent of her guardian. Now, what
bave you tosay 1"

Toe widow was corncred.
she rephed @

“ Bat, Benor, yuu arrived oniy a few hours ago ; you have not
even seen wy niece, Wnuy do you wiah to marry her?

" I have been in Corunna buotore, Sznora, and I know more abont
your nicea rhan you think and then the whole towa speaks of Benora
vlaria de Bivera as o model of beauty and virtue, [ am an old man,
and my only wish 18 to scttle down with a young and pretty wife for
my companion, If yon have any further doubts of my wealth you
are at hiberty to go to my bankers here in Corunna, But time is
pressing, Senora, you wmust give me an answer at once,”

The cld man arose and stood watching her, with his small twink-
ling eyes,

The widow had no alternative. Furious as she was over what
she considered Mana's goud fortune, she was compelled to acquiesce
m . That the girl herself would resist it never eotered her mind,
but Marra, bitherte the meekest and most submissive of maidens,
drclared that she would throw bergelf headlong from the Tower of
Herenles sooner than become the wife of such a bideous old man,
The wi0w's commauds and entreaties were of no avail, aod in des-
ps1r she finally locked the ycuug girl 1n her room, declaring that she
should remain a prizoner until she came to her senses,

In the morning Jose Bemito appeared with s mote from his mas-
ter,  He wag dressed 1n o new suit ot ¢lithes as became the secretary
of & mulhivsaire and lovked handsomer than ever,

Iz the note 8:nor Zayas roquestad permissioa to visit his bride,
which the widow i1 not dare to refuse. Then she set to work to
prepate the obstinate girl for the interview, It was not an easy task,
Only after a storm of tnreats and abuse did Maria atlow herself to be
arraycd 1o a silk gown belonmuog to one of ber cousins and conducted

Sue moved uneasily in her chair as

} to the parlour to await the arnival of the dreaded bridegroom,

The widow mut bim at the door, She thought 1t wise to inform
him of Maris's rebellious state of mind before he saw her.

“H'm! 33 she onjects to the marriage, does she?
rerious,” sild the ola man thoungotfuliy, ** Pleas: allow me to see
ber alone for & tew moments, I think I ean tame the Dittle Tebel,”
ne added, with a self-satistied smile.

A solitary interview wag contrary to all laws of Spanish atiquette,
tut ihis was an extrems case and the widow was forced to give way.
Although tho was «dying to Lo present sae took the old maa to the
parlour and left bim alone wi.h the upnfortunate girl.

When sbe returned to the room half an hour latter she found

That ia

 Maria weepiag batt.rly, but the old man was sitting at her side, hold-

iny ber datuty hand in ns rougn, red paws,
quered,

Inthe days that 1o.Jowed Maria crept about the house, pale aad
sient. Juse Bewito ¢.me cocsiantly, bringing flowers and rich pre-
sents frowm bis moster so be bride,  Every eveniug the old man was
Al Maa s ende, opd sirange as tmar seem, s,e was enidently grow-
wng lo dof him,  Her lovely eyessparkled when be appeared and his
whigpore o w Lds oiten brousht a rosy buush to nher fair cheeks.

Aslor the wilow ani per daughtors, the old man’s ugly face
was ¢rlded oy his gold, T'hey ceelar d that he was the most elegant
of geotlemen and their bared ond Jenousy of Marna increased every
motut, But tbhey were beiple-s nud darcd oot say a word,

Not far trom Corunna an elegaent villa stood 1o the midst of an
extensae park, lis owoer hived o Madrid, and the place bad been
tor sale fur many years, but o vne m Coruona wag rich enough to
purchase sueh o magmidicent property, It stood in suiitary state, while
the surioun i g grounas had oceowe & wi d tangle, or shrubbery and
[ 1est undergiowth, among which pquirrels and wild deer roamed at
will,

O e motning the gossips of Coruuna became wildly excited over
the rumour thit tre nich stranger from America bad purchased the
catire edrate, asd would Lt up the mansion with the utmest splendout
to reeeire his bride,  That thie rumour was true was seon proved by
the atmi s of carpenters, masuns, pubters, and pardeners which
awarmed about 1he villa, ant by the great vaos wbich were beiog
lowded w th furniture ot the nichest deseription, which a ship had
broush: from Loodon to Cerunua,

Seoeor Aavas apd bis secretary, Joze Dunito, directed all the im-
provements 1o pereon, +0d the oid mau took a special interest 1n the
regovation and decotaticn of tue ¢hapel, for 1t was here that he n-
tendod the marnage ceremony to take place.

From time t) time he went 1n an elezant carnage drawn by a
span of miguiticent English horees, to take bis bride to show the pro-
gress of the work., Ou these occasions Maria was always accompanled,
as wa pioper, by the Widow Sinehiz and her daughters, to whom the
ol L man was most courteous, aithough certain people declared that
they bad seen tim twshe tunous grnimaces beblud toeir backs which
revealed quite o ditterint s'ate of feeling, Marna appareatly took
Litt ¢ it rest 1o these prep:rations for ber fature luxury, Sull, the
rused were beginninyg to bioom on her ebheeks, and the gossrps sad that
when talh.sg with the bandsome gecretary of her futare lord ber Lips
weie much more smuiling than the otecasion called for,

T widow and her danghters, on the contrary, treated Jose
Bemto with proa rude ess ;o fazy, they ignorel him completely ;
butthey were loud 1nthor pra-cs of toe vula,and bywed dowo to Don
Joze de Ziyas as did the lstwehites of old to the golden ealf,

v AN, senor, Dfe v love has made you bhad,” sad the widow,
wich bel sweulest swele, L oaw positive that Mana cares nothing
tut you, Bhe s marnyiog you only to escdpe trom us, Although we
bave prulccied ber sl aer lile, the ungea erui g, bas always hated us.
1hen, to, she 15 a girl with no manners ; she 13 unfif o be the mig-

He bad evidently con-



