
ir"H'm1 Ithe is rich andgenerousIshould think he would give
you better clothes to wear."

"Nodoubt he will, Senora: but we only reached port an hour
ago."

"Whit br<sine«s has yo'ir m<*st°r wit-h m\ in such a hurry,
too?""Ido nit know, Senora,'' replied ihe yo ingman ;but it did nit
escape hie notice that the widow turned pale,and the hand that held
the letter trembled."'

Are you to wait for an answer I" she asked." Yes, Senora.""
Then go and wait at the door until Icall you."

The young man turned to ob-'y,when the widow, wlio hadhastily
opened the letter, started violently.

"Jose Beniio,Jose Benito, coaaehere quick !" plie called.
Her daughters rushed toher side, qu 'Stioningher eagerly, but she

ordered them from the room to3
retuer with M .na. Then closing the

door she turned to Jose Benito."% Wbo is your mister / What is his name?" shj asked sharply.""
Don Josede Z iyas, Senora.""'
Is he a respectabc person ?"

"He is said to be worth 5,000,000 dols.""
But is be a gentleman ?"

"Ah,Senora, witnsi much money he— ""Very well, lhat is enough," she said, impatiently.
"

Tell him I
will receive him at once.""Thank you, Senora," sud poor Jose Baiito as hi went away.

A half hour later as thewi low Sanchez, .Ut're 1 inher ricbest
costume,sat waitingin her parlour, the maii announced the arrival
of the expectedguest.

As the man entered th1roomthe widow bither lips t~> restrain a
Bmile at his extraordinary figure. He wjs tall andstout, withstooping
shoulders; he had an enormous re1 nose, and his wrinkled skin was
brown and weather-beaten;a stiff, bristkng grey beard covered
the lower part of his tace, and his hair was reduced to a grey fringe
acrossthe back of his neck leaving the r.-st of his head bare. His
costume was of fine black broadclotu, with the exceptionof the vest,
which was of yellow velvetshotted with red. Across his broid and
ample breast he wore a gold watch chain asmassive as a ship's cable,
his fat fingers were covered withcostly rings, and in his shut front Jsparkled a magnificent diamond.

At the widow's request heseated himself upon tbe sofa, whilehis
long legs stretchedhalfway across he parlour."

For a few moments nut iword wasspokeu. each sat eyeiug the
other with evidentdistrust andsuspicion."

HaveIthe honour ofaddressing DojJose de Zayas1
"

said the i
widow at length.

"Your servant. Senora. An! IsupposeIam addressing the
widow Sanchtz I

"
said the stranger with an awkward bow.He was evidently embarrassed. H;coughed several times, ran

his fingers nervously througn his beard, ant then eat gazing at his
bejewelled hands.

At length, summoning up courage he said ."Iam aplain man, off^w woras, Senora, ani we will procee1 to
business at once, What is your answer, yes or noi

"
The widow hen ate J. She had already formed her own plan^ to

appropriate th a man's millions, and they dill mi materially trom
thus- which he bail propo-el. Her object now was togain time."

When Irrad this lttter wiiich your servant
— "

"My secretary. 1 hive male the young man my stcro'ary,' he
interruptedher grufilv."

1beg your paidun, Si_nora, your sacretary. Wnen Iread thU
this let'erIthought a' first it wasa cruel ] Ke some malicious person
was playing on an unp. ad widow, but—

"AsItold the tiuth v saw that it was in dead earnest— eb,
Senora ?

'
"Ihave been very unfortunate,'' she sai 1 pies-ing her handker-

chief to her eyes, "■ a-.d rouca asIshrink from doiuu'so,Iaii com-
pelled to accept your off-red aid. *hmk I ein make tre tcims
eatisfhetory to you," sne added with iisiu.jring smile.

"I wi'it nothing, Senon, except wuat l'jletter state 1 ; that,
or our business is at .mend Do you undersUud ! Ithought the
letter was plain enough. Listen

'
He leaved forwn'd su ideuly, aid taking the 1 ttei from lurhand, beg^n to read :"Respected Senoia Iknow that n;tonly tne hous which

you live, but your j.weis and all your prjperty have been m .tgaged
and themoney squander d. Youhave also appropnat^d to your own
use the property of your niece and w.ird, Mam, which has also been
lost. Your creditors are pressingyou, and within a week your house
will be sold over jour head to satisfy their demands. 1 will pay offyour mortgages and placeyou v comfortable circumstances on one
condition— that you give me the baud of vuur niece, Maria, inmar-
riage."

The old man laid the letttr on the table and sat awaitin^ her
reply."" But, Senor, Idonot know \sho you ?re. You may be unable
to do all this

"
si c gasptd.

"Look 1 he said, drawing a pickige of pipers trom his pocket,
which he carefull} uiifulued ana he.d at a sat,, distance for her to
see.

They werenil tIK m jpgages and a^te win -h were outstanding«ainst her."Ihavebought all these and nowIam your creditor," h s said,
chuckling to hiais°lt i.s he saw her cheeks grow pa'e. "

And 1haveStill more," he went on, "I Lave lull proof of your theft ot>ourward's money. You thought that you had destroyed them, "bu\Senor.i, such actions are sure to corns to lu'ht. On the- day tint Maria
uecomts my wife, 1 will burnall ihcsa in sour pres't.ce. Tf you
refuse my pwpoh.il 1shall �ioe c i au'tin^t >ou 'o the full extentof
the law. Vow, uko jourchoice. MeaiiAhile Iwill Ull you all jouneed toknow at my history. Iweut to South Americn a poor boy.
Tb»ie a kmd man took me into his service, Inursed him through a

terrible illne«, an1 In became so fond of me that, as he had not a
relative in the world, he adoptedme and paveme his name, whichI
hope t ) carry with honour as long asIlive. When my benefactor
diedIfound he !i;ul made me heir to his immense fortune. Ithen
wont" in ''tlifornn wp^, by Incky investment?, T doubled my
money. If we were in California now Ishould marry Maria and
leave you t > starve, but Ikuow that here in Spain her marriage
would not ba legal without the consent of her guardian. Now, what
have you to say ?

"
Tne wuiow was cornered. Sue nuved uneasily in her chair as

she replied :
'■ Rut, Senor, you arrived only a few hours ago;you have not

evenseen my niece. Wny do jou wish to marry her?'"Ihave beenin Coruuna before, Senora, andIknow moreabout
your nicc9 :han you think and then the wh'jle town speaks of Senora
Waria dp Hivera as >* model of beauty and virtue. lam anoldman,

and my only wish is to settle down witha young andpretty wife for
my cjmpanion. If you have any further doubta of my wealth you
are at liberty to go to my bankershere in Corunna. But time is
pressing, Senora, you must give me an answer at once."

The eld man aroseand Btood watchingher, with his small twink-
ling eyes.

The widow hadno alternative. Furious as she was over what
she considered Maria's good fortune,she was compelled to acquiesce
init. That the girl herself would resist itnever entered her mind,
but liana, hitherto the meekest and most submissive of maidens,
declared that she would throw herself heidlong from the Tower of
Hercules sooner than becomo the wife of such a hideous old man.
The wilow's commands and entreaties wereof no avail, and in des-
pur she finally locked the \oung girl inher room, declaring that she
should remaina prisoner until she came toher senses.

In the morningJose Bcnito appearedwith a note from his mas-
ter. He was dressed inanew suitot cl >thes as became the secretary
ofa millionaire and looked handsomer thanever.

1c the note Sinor Z^yas requested permission to visit his bride,
which tho widow di1 not dare to refuse. Then she set to work to
prepare the obstinate girl for the interview. Itwasnot aneasy task.
Only after a storm of tnreats and abuse did Maria allow herself tobe
arrayed ina silk gown belonging tj one of her cousms andconducted
to the parlour to await the arrivalof the dreidedbridegroom.

Ihe widow met bitn at the door. She thought it wise to inform
him of Maria's rebellious state of mind before he saw her.'"

H'm1 So she objects to the marriage, does she ? That is
venous," siid the ola man thoughtfully. " Please allow me to see
htr alone for a tew moments. Ithink Ican tame the little rebel,"
ne added, wrh a stli-satisfied smile.

A solitary interview wjs contrary toall laws of Spanishetiquette,
but this was an extreme case and the widow was forced to give way.
Although the was dying to be presenc sac took the old mau to the
parlour and left him alone wi.h the unfortunate girl.

When the returned to the roomhalf an hour latter she found
Maria weeping bitt,rly, but the old man wassitting at her side, hold-
ingher dainty band in his rougo, red paws. He had evidently con-
quered,

Inthe days that toilowed Mariacrept about the house, pale and
sicut. Jose Beuito ciiiie constantly, bunging Mowers andrich pie-[ seats irom his, m is'.er ;o the bride. Every evening tbe old man was

I at Ma.iis siu ', .»rjd strangeas nm.i/ seem, 3 ie wa.s evidently grow-
Img lo dof him. Her lovely e>es sparkled when he appearedand his

wh.sji.rt. i v ids ottcu brought a rosy b.ush to ncr fair cheeks.
As loi the wiloa" ani uer daughters, the old man's ugly face

was gilded oy his gold. The} neclai d 'hit he \%a3 the most elegant
of gentlemen and their bared .ml jet.ousy of Maria increased every
mom.ut. But ihey were helple-s and darul not say a word.

Not far irom Coruuna an elegant villa stood in the midst of an
I extent.\e park. Its o>vner lived in Madrid, and theplace had been
I foi bale for many years,but do one in Coiunna was rich enough to

puiohase buch a magnificent pioperty. Itst >odin solitary state, while
the sunoun in g sjroun'is had become a wid tangle,or shrubbery and
f ,iet>t undergiuwth. among which tquirrels and wilddeer roamed at
wil'.

0 :e morning the gossips of Coruuna became wildly excited over
the rumour tint u.e nch stranger from America had purchased the
cutue esiatt1,aud would lit up the mansion with the utmost splendour
to rtceive his bnde. That this rumour was true was soon provedby
the anui s of cai{..enter-, masons, punters, and gardeners which

| swarmed about the villa,an 1 by the great vans which were being
lo.dcdwth furniture ot the nchest description, which a ship had
brought from London to Corunua.

Se.,or Zayas and his secretary, Jose Iknito, directed all the im-
provements in person, *-nd the old mau took a special interest inthe
lenovatiun and decoiation of fie chapel, for it was here that he m-
ttndtd the marriage ceremony to take place.

From nine tj time he went in an elegant carriage drawnby a
span (if m iguihcent English horses, to take his bride to show the pro-
great)cf the work. On theseoccasions Mam wasalways accompanied,
as was pi iper, by the Widow Sniche/ andher daughters, to whom the
ol1 mau was most courteous, although certain people declared that
they had slcu Mm iv ike lunoua grimaces behiud toeir backs which
revealeiquite a dillertnt sate ut feeling. Maria apparently took
litt c u.t res*, in these pieporations for her future luxury. Still, the
rotes wtre beginuin^ to bloom on her cheeks,aud the gossips 8-ud that
when talk.uo

'with the handsome secretary of her future lordher lips
weie much more smiling tlan the occasion called for.

The widow and her daughters, on the contrary, treated Jose
Beoito with gr^a' rude ls-. ; iv tact, they ignore1 him completely ;
but iho\ were loud in their prai-es of tne vnla,and bj.veddjwntoDon
Jo=e tie Z i}as as did the Ist ichtes of old to the golden calf.

"Ah, fseuor, 1fe r love has mide you bhad,'' said the widow»
viui Ijii bWceiLst buiilc. "1am positive that M^iia caresnothing
tot >ou. She if! nianjingyou only to escape trooi us, Although we
caveprott clcd h<_raiInet lite, theuugra etui ginhas Alwayshated us.
Ihen, too, she hagirl with no manners, she is unfit tobe the taig«
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