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MB., CADMAN'S appointment as Native Micister
FOR BOTH GOOSE bes drawn the attention of some of our contempo-
AND GANDER, raries to the question of the Native Jands. [t is
argued, and, according to the temper of the times,
very rationaliy argued- even, perhaps, by writers who have little
sympathy with the democratic spirit of the day, thal the vast area
of land shut up from settlement forms a secrions hindrance to the
progress of the Colony, The Jand lies idle, the Maori owners making
little or no use of it, and Enropeans who would gladly cultivate it
not being permitted to do 8o, The plea, we say, appears to us to be
sound. Why, for example, if a monopoly of land be generally and
legitimately condemned, should it be justified by the position of any
particular people? The Maons, it s true, are the original owners,
Bat might not & similar ciaim be urged in bebalf of the landlords of
the older countries? They are certaioly in great part either the
descendants or the representatives of the fendal chiefs, who, in
modern days, were the original proprietors, And if a perpeinal
right cruld be 89 acquired, the feudal chiefs, with all their faunlts,
did more towards the promotion of civilisation, and coosequently 1n
the service of posterity, thap was ever done by the ancestors of the
Maori race. Some consideration, nevertheless, the Maoris deserve—
and some consderation, aleo, is admitted to be duwe to the land-
owners of the O1d Wirld, In opeither case can any man. who 19 not
an advocate of wild and impra:ticable extremes, counsel cor fiscation,
In each instauce, on the contrary, cnmpensation most b piven, The
manner iz which i10d 15 held by Native owners meantime prescuts
some difficulty. Their proprietorshp i3, to a great deyree, 10
common, and the consent of each sharebolder individually must be
obtained before a gale can be made. Several reethods of getting rid
of this difficulty have bees proposed—among the rest that of a
Commission to deal with the Jand 1n question aftsr the manoer 1n
which the was'e land of the Colony generally is dealt with, aud to
kand over the proceeds either of sale or lTeasing to the Natives com-
pelled to dispoee of the land. Awnocther difficzlty that bas at least
presented iteelf to the minds of people who wile unwillicg to see
the Native race exposed tu certmin degradation, was 1hat of stripping
them of their lands, even by paying them s fair price. The mrney,
it was thought, would inevitably be sruandered, and the people left
des'itute and hopeless, 1f, however, the land were not absolutely
eold, but dieposed «f by perpetunl lease, the owners receiving the
snnual rents, or having them applied jadicious y to their use, this
difticul'y might be provided sgainst.  Meantime it is not €38y to se¢
why there rhould be one law for the Maon and another for the
European population, Tf the Maons are to buw to the spirit of the
day, and to give up a monopoly by whoeh settlement 18 1mpeded,
why sre not European monopolists to do the same? The King
Country. to which, for instance, our contemputary, the Dupedin
Star, makes particular reference, bl cka the patb of seitlement ; but
quitz as effectually, tbough less exteneively in any particular
quarter, do the vast estatea of Eurepein monopoliste, Wha', for
example, i8 the state of ke country that stretches far and wide
arcund the town of Qamaru 7—1t0 which, by the wag, Mr. Pinkerton,
in his proposals for placing small farmers on the borders of setile-
mente, might nsefully turn hig sttention--though similar cases 1o other
loealities will by no means fail him. If the Maori monopolist, we
8ay, be forced to part with bis land, his Hurorean brother in
monopely caonot claim exemption. That, in the interests  of
humanity and civilisation, and for the neceasary advancement of
settlement and progress, as well as in accordance with the Fpitit of
the day, tbe Maori mcnopolist may be legitimateiy called apon to
yield, is evident. The thing is to deal with him so a8 to make fair
provision for his future, and to preserve him from degradation, We
sey sgain, the European monopohst, in every case in which 1+
is fonnd neceesary or advisable, should share the Maor’s lot.

TuAr was A very suggestive leader published the
A BUGGESTIVE other eveuing by our coniemporary the Glode
LEADER, agatest the use of Messra, Whitcombe and Toomba'
) school-beoks.  The admissions made by our con-
temporary, as the organ of a party whose majorily are fieres
secularists, are, to say tbe least, remarkablz. \What & picture be
gives us, besides, of the state of things produced by this system, for
whose maintenance such sacrifices are made, in the miserable
teachers whom he describes as holding their tongues in terror lest
they should offend the Board. The consequence would be their
prompt diemissal, ** And huodreds of huogry applicants,” saya our
contemperary, * would eoont wolf up their positions.” But in their
nu pity for these wolfish hundreds—the products of our educational
system—who, while the miserabie teacbers hold tremblingly on,
wander about unfed 7 Our contemporary again hae a frank word or
two to say about the godless achools :—'" We are no: educating onr
children,” he very truly remarks, as, indeed, we ourselves have con-
gtaptly remarked, “ we are not succeeding in properly developing
their faculties or cultivating their thivking powers, We are only
preparing stereotyped reprints of a model sutomaton child charged
with certain dates and facts, and guaranteed to discharge them all
within a given time. Reforma are needed all along the iine,” The
suggestive passage, par cxeellence, 1t our contemporary’s leadar is
the following :—“1t the Board's ipspectors persist in examining
childres in Dooks te the use of wlich tha par nis have conscientiouns
objections, they need not be surprised at finding that they have
nearly empty schools to examiae, for we are certain parents will not
susmit to having their sirongest cocvictions ser at nomght by a
handful of Corservative educational faddists,” Conscientious
objeetions, then, touchtug their material interests—involved 1n the
purchase of Messrs, Wiitcombe and Toombs’ books—justify parenta
in keeping therr cinldrea awsy [rom echosl. The majority of the
party which the &lebe repre-enty nevertheless insisizs on foreing
parents who Live cun-cuntious ubjections telaling to spiritual
intereats—whieh are murh higher—to sead their children to the
schouls that on such gronnis toey objaetl to. The 0ECassary con-
clusiong are 0ot much tu th: credit of the wajniity referred to,

Wx have before us one of Dr. Barnardo's little
buoks. Itigpamxd Twelve Sheep from Australia,”
and purports to be the explanation of circumatances
coarected with a letter 10 whick & former pupil of
tbe Doctor informs him th it ne bis gent him twelve
frczen aheep from Sydney, Toe writer ~i:ns himsell © Timothy
Regan,” ‘"Timothy R gan,” of corirse, may be a real cotity, We
should not, however, be surpnsed if he werea youns maa improvised
for the occasion, and given an Irish name, to sugrest huw remarkably
well those young Papists turn out whum the goed Dootor kidnaps,—
Be that as it may, we fid the following passage relating to ¥ Timothy
Repan " and his hrother and sister in the nireative of thar antece-
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- dents given to th: Doclor, on his tirs discoverins them, by an old

gentleman uf th ir acquaiatance. " No one wistts 'em.” said the old
gentleman, as quoted 1o this little book,  c¢o3 I'im 19 afeared they
"ul be wnterfenin’, Opst, 1heer'd them ‘ere Sisters o' Mussy, as they
en’ the.rasives, got hold o' Bess, and male a pretty fuss over ‘er, and
wug a-fom’ to take her off ta voe o” them there achoolz ; bat Tim, he
kem Come, and turned 'em out doubl: quick, a-sayin’ a5 bhe worn't
papish “isself, an’ no more wor Bess nor Jack. Now they all leave
‘em alone, but I've heerd lately as they’ve bin werry nigh starviz’
siuce Tim's bin at the ‘orspital, If you coull ouly vee ‘em yerself,
sir, you 'ud ‘elp Bessie somehows, I'm sure; for anyways you take it,
it ain’t & good thing for her, poor wal, to be brougat up ag sha1s."—
“Poor gal,” it was better, azvertheless, for hor to be brought up in
any way than by the Sisters of Mercy. But let ua note the virtuous
indignation of the good Doctor a the attempt made by the ~isters of
Merey to rescue this girl woo “ worn't papian "—althouch a boy
named ¢ Tumothy KReran 'might very naturally be taken for an Insh
Cattolic or the eon of cme, while the good Doctor himself i3 cor-
stantly engaged in layiag huld of Lathiolie chudren—and speads more
in trywog to maintain he hold oo them. in sprie of the law, than
would suffice for the keep of several Prote®lant children legitimatelyin



