
claimed his indifference and independence,and declared that, if acombination of tenants was formed toresist a combination of land-lords, his duty began andendedwithapplying thelaw of the figbtine
ring ! A noble sentiment for a pretendedhealerof social jealousies!Now however, wehave it that the Tories regard the operationsotthe Syndicate as an ordinary incident ot land traffic, and that itdeserves tohave theusna! trade libertiespreservedtoit. This showsthe spirit that ismoving the framersof the comingPurchaseBill andisa proof, if proof were needed, that the friendi of the peasantrywill require to be active and wary.

'
Xt

T
,u

e relult of the Dablinmunicipal elections is most satisfactory.Mow that they areover it is no harm tosay that considerableanxietyexisted as to the result. There had been losses in the RegistrationCourts, and in somecases dissensionin the choice ofcandidates TheUnionistssaw theirchance,and as it coincided with the temporarytriumph of the attack on Mr.Parnell, they already showed that theywereready torepresent the anticipated success as a defection fromthe Nationalist strength in Dublin. They showed their hand tooplainly inthat matter,and itis anevidenceof thepopularresolutionthat on the causemust go, no matter whathappens,that therevela-tion of theplot was enough to rally the Nationaliststrength as itneverrallied before. The majorities were all larger than theNationa-list .anticipated, and the occasion for the Unionist whoopdid notarise. The incident isa most encouragingproof of the absoluteunityof the Nationalist forces of the city at thepresent crisis ;and that isbut typical of theunity thatprevails elsewhere.An American contemporary informs us that on board theCham-pagne with theIrish envoys to America in their trans-AtlanticvoyagewasMr. Charles A. Dana, the famous American journalist. Our con-temporaryexpects that the result will be the enlistmentof anotherstrong champion to mould the opinion of the civilised world inoarfavour. " His generoushearthas beenstirredby the recitalof Oonne-mara, of Tipperary, of Mitchelstown, which Messrs; Dillon andO Bnen poured into his ear. His soul has been firedby theirgraphia
accounts of the fight theyaremaking forliberty. Hitherto, the storyof Irelands wrongs may have struck him as something far-away-something to be treated rather in the abstract thanin the concrete.He now, perhaps,for the first time has realised in all its awfulnessthe wholemisery thatEnglish misrulehas broughtupon Ireland. Thepicturesof that misery as etched in the cold, scathing language of
« «r-n-

'° r Painted in tbeglowing colours in the scorchine wordsof William O'Brien,or sung for him in the genial,happy verse of TD. Sullivan,cannever leave the mind of Mr. D»na. Werehe evenlesa fair-mindedthan he hasalways proved tobe, he could not resistsuch solid reasonsas these men gave him for their convictionsandbecome a convert to the causeof Home Rule in Ireland."The public bodies in the West arebeginning togive some atten-tion to the Irish language. At the Gort Board of Guardians onSaturday,it was unanimously resolved:"That in future theadver-tisements of theUnionbe published in the Irish languaeesideby sidewith the same in the English language. We tire for Home Rule—
ifor having Ireland a nation once again;therefore, tobe consistent,wemust not fail to aid in preservingour nation's langoage, which,notwithstanding the efforts of the British Governmenttodestroy it
is still,as in tbe days of Duach and Guaire, spokenand understoodin ourdistrict." Bravo, men of Gort I When a spirit likeyours isrife in the governingboards of our educational system we shall hearthe oldmusic again.

Mr. R. J. Kelly has compiled a most valuablepamphleton theCongested Districts. It states all the facts of theproblem offeredby
them to the statesmanship of the country, and draws a conclusion,sober, sane, and patriotic. In it Mr. Kelly says of Mr. Balfour'sscheme, it only touched the fringe of this great andurgent question.
That it isa great andurgent question the statistics conclusively attest.The beat way of dealing with the difficulty would be, inMr. Kelly's
opinion,by the purchaseof thegreat tracts of easily andeconomicallyreclaimable land scattered through the island,and the settlement ofpeasant colonies thereupon. The waste lands more abound in thevery districts known as Congested, embracing a large sectionof theWestern Unions, principally those of Belmuller, Ballina, WestportRwinford, Claremorris. Tuam, Glennamaddy, Clifden, OughterardGalway, and theNorth part of Donegal. This grantneednot neces-sarily be a free gift,but of the more wholesome characterof a loanadvanced upon eapy terms of repayment. "

The planhas the meritof being one that will add to the resourcas of the country itself andof tbe Empire of which it forms a part. Itkeeps men athome tobecome producers,andit does not, as emigration did, flood the Ameri-can manufacturingmarket witha cheaplabour thathurts, harms, andhampers English trade, and makes men rivals abroad whomight be-come customers athome."
The new proclamations of the NationalLeague are a welcometribute to Mr. Balfour's continued success in keeping the popularorganisation ina state of efficiency. Monaghanand Waterford havealready had opportunities of dancing on his proclamations, and Fer-managh is now given the privilegeof trying thelight fantasticon thesame invitingcarpet. The proclamation of Fermanagh and Mona-ghan is sufficient answer to Mr. Balfour's eulogyof Ulster andhislvineassertion to tho npnnlp nf TiTOpnnni +v,.,+ +v>r.

—
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Coercion Act makes no difference to the peopleof that province.
So Mr, Balfour has at long last accepted the responsibility forthe
"

Don't-Hesitate-to-Shoot " telegram. The burst of candour wasprovoked by anirreverent interrupter from the gallery atLiverpool.We do not think the confession could have been extortedfrom Mr."Balfour in bis calmer moments. He immediately recognised the'gravity of the confession himself, and straightway endeavoured tominimise its importance. This he didin his usual fashion— by a lieHe said that the despatch of the telegram had the effect of aweiag"
themob," and that there wasnocollision and nobloodshed. Thereis a direct misstatement and a false insinuation in that assertionCaptain Plunkett's telegram was immediately followed by a policemurder. The inspector to whom it was addressed immediatelyordered his men to fire upon a crowd in the streets of Youghalalthough the local magistrate declaredthere was no necessity for
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Mr.Glidstone'sdeterminationtoremove the last of theCatholicdisabilities by anAct toenable Catholics to hold the offices of LnrdChancellor of England andLord Lieutenantof Ireland,proves thathe is not, like Mr. Balfour, to be frightened by the threats of theProtestant Alliance. Last yearMr.Campbell-Bannermanhad charpe
of the measureand was forced toabandon it; this year the GrandOld Man flings defiance at tbe bigots. The action is in strong con-trast with the conduct of Mr. Balfour, who droppedhis UniversityBillat the first symptoms of bigot opposition. Yetitis Mr.Balfourwhogets the supportof the Catholic PrimroseLeaguerson the ground
that the Tories are the friends of Catholicity. Save it from suchcowards t

LordGranville's opinionon Tipperary is thatitwasasingularlyfortunate thingthat Mr. Morley went to Ireland to judge with hisowneyes what was the stateof the country in whichhe felt so greatanofficial and personalinterest. The simple account of what theright hon. gentlemen s*w, he said, had more effect in convincingthepeopleot this country of the unsound stateof affairs on the otherside of St.George's Channel thanallthathad beenpreviously writtenor said on the subject. When the Irish police found the Governmentpoohpoohisg violence on their part, temptation to them was greatindeed tocommit acts whichwerecreating irritation, and which theymustalldeplore. In regard to the Tipperary prosecutions, he didnot know whetherthe defendants were guilty or not ;but for yearsithadbeen the policyof the wiseststatesmen inthis country toavoidpoliticalprosecutions. Yethere, after months had elapsed from thetame when the illegal offences took place, these prosecutions weresuddenly stirred up. He believedit wasa very foolish thing for theGovernment to do. The great county conventions held at Navan,Galway,and Tullamore,show that theBishops, priests and people inMeath, Galway,and King's county areresolved that the savage per-severance of the evictors in their brutal work shall only have theeffect of strengthening the determinationof the nation tosave thevictims of thisdisgraceful conspiracy. They proved also that nothingcan make thepeople forgetMr. Parnell's services toIreland. Atallthe conventions confidence in his political honesty and sagacity werepaieed,and touching proof was given of the populargratitude to theman whohas showed them how to fight their own fight if they wantto win. No cloud that can fall can blot out thememory of the past.Meantime, the country can show in no better wayits resolution inthepresent hour than by proving to Mr. Balfourthathe and his con-federates shall not prevail in theruin of the men who haveled theresistance to the policy of forcingup the ransom of Ireland for thesake of the garotters whohave her in their clutchesThe exterminationof the Falcarraghpeasantry is complete. Asfar as Mr.Balfour and his law can accomplish it,two thousand hard-working,industrious peasants, whose only crime is that they refusedtosubmit themselves to the uncorrected greed of the landlord areruined. Inthemidst of a winter storm, thesepoor people, young andold,strong and decrepit,are flung outon the roadside without shelteror without protection. What has been doneat Falcarragh has beendone at Woodford ;and to the disgrace of English politicians, theMinister who held the arm of the evictors, in the winter of1886 nowapologises for theeviction of the peoplefor thenon-payment of thevery rents he then declared to be unpayable. This was the noblepart played by Sir Michael Hicks- Beach at Bristol;and this is theconsistency of the politicians whose political philosophy coneists inmaking all the blunders that thepreviousGovernments of Irelandhave made, and thendefending themselvesby aplentiful quotationof precedentsfor their stupidity.
'

a ??c P6o^.hpwever, arenolonger at themercy of Mr.Olpbertand thosebehind him. The Archbishop of Cashel, fresh from Home,has given the lead to his own people in the work of fortifyiog thet*%"Zl?,i?c Pe.TDt\ "We are all publicly pledged," he says,"to sympathise with and support our evicted brethren throughout£i?KdiM lldt?iBeetheyß?!er nothing- or a* little as possible,K^i^T'andrapacity." And hisGrace renews hissubscriptionof £50. This is the answer to thosewho wereprophesy-ingthat theBishops of Ireland would have the people to fight theirbattle uncounselled and unassisted. Like the action of the BishopofBaphoe, this munificenceof the Archbishop of Cashel will show thatthe oldaJiance stands for the protection of the evicted
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neßtate iQ the vefy centre of theClanricardeestateby Mr. Roche,M.P., is an excellent move, and makes the fightrfrplnCa
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eDf°,ld m° re 8imPle; while the consequentreduction of rents willmake the tenants moredeterminedthan everto refuse submission to terms that mean confiscation and slaveryX?SS?hT nUght at thirieeQ yea"' purchaße ' and Mr- »<*&has abolished all arrears and reduced the rent 48 per cent. Con-vement sites can be hadon the estate for the Clanricarde tenants,S.hnSSc 7 no
i
dangf of their being hunted forth on Bom*

technical plea. The plan takes the game out of the hands of th-
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ofdefeat"68 BUuatien in Galwav> Clanricarde is now

'
Lord Salisbury inhis Bpeech in theHouse of Lordsrevealed thetrue purpose of the Tipperary prosecutions. It is to puuisb thepeople whohavepunished Mr. Smith-Barry for his extermination ofthe Ponsonby tenantry. He, of course, described the tenants' com-bination as a combination to steal, and a combination todefraud,though thepeoplepeacefully gave back to Mr.Bmith-B»rry all that"^j .? BMaWmalls hi8'and a g°od deal b^" toboot. Then headded that the Tipperary proceeding was even worse than theordinarycombination,because theTipperary combinationwas formedto pnnisha man

" for exercising what was undoubtedly his right—namely, baying an estate in another part of the country in the openmarket. This is the first open demonstrationof sympathy with theeviction syndicate which the Tories have given. Mr. Balfour pro-
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