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DR. FRANCIS O’'HEARN.

——

WHEN O'Connell was at school at Louvain, which waa for & very
brief period only, sent thither with a view to the priesthood by one
uncle, old ©* Hunting Cap,” at the request of another, General Count
O'Conneli, he had a8 masler n rather remarkable follow.countryman
pamed Francis O'Hearn, A paper by M. Kdward vas Kvan giving
an neccunt of this Irish exile was read some little time eince at a
meeting of itbe Royal Flemish Academy, and was afterwards pub-
lished as a pamphlet. (FHearn waa born at Liemore 1o the year
1753. Beirg destined for the Church, he was sest to the Irish
College at Louvain, where his talents were speedily recognised.
When his seminary course was finished he did not return to Ireland,
bat remained in Louvaio, and having acquired a solid reputation
for lesrning, rose rapidly to positions of importance in the town of
hia adoption. Already, previous to his ordination, he bad held a
professorship ; at the age of 23 he wag made s member of the
Conncil of the Faculty of Arts of the University ; ke was subse-
quently appointed to a chair in that famouva seat of learning, was
nominsted Canon of the Cathedral of Bruges, and became Rector of
tbe Irish College of Louvein, To hia theological attainments—for
which his appointment to the positions ju-t pnamed sufficiently
speake—he added excellerce in many otber subjects, but more
especially in the study of lapgrager. He krew thoroughly—in
addition, of course, to the claesical languages and bhis own native
Irish and English —French, Italiar, Spanish, German, and Flemish,
It is owing to his profiziency in the last named that he has merited
the posthnmous bonour of beivg iately held up for praise before a
learned body of Fiemings, The university of Louvain was, in
accordance with the old prevailing costom, divided into nations, and
when ('Hearn entered he attiched himseif to the Flemish nation, of
which he wae subscquently appointed Dean by his admiring col-
leagues. He not only learned Flemish thoroughly, earefully stodying
the best models, but also made etrepucus efforte to bring the
language, then much neglected, into grenter favour with the
Fleminga themseives, Nor was he satisfied with confining himself
to prose—he became a F.emish poet as well, and many specimens of
his verse are given, with evident appreciation, by M, van Evan.

Of one of hiz picces, * Koddig gedicht,” he appears to have bad
the faculty of composiog both grave and gay—the learned Bollandiet,
Fatker de Buck, remarked that few Flemings of that day could
produoce go good & poem. As a man Dr, O’Hearn was most amiable,
and among his pupils he enjoyed great populanity. He had a strong
passion for travelling, which mated well with, or perhaps grew out
of, his love of his study of languages, and when vscation time would
come round, he would set off on distant journeye, always made on
foot, koapeack on back. At coe time, pays his panegyrist, he was to
be found in Kome or Madrid, at another on the baoks of the Rhinoe,
or agaim by the shores of the Bsphorus, studying the Koran.
Y 8light luck or gruce attends your boaters down the Bosphorus,”
eays a modern Irish poet, Clsrence Mangap, Dr. O'Hearn must have
made himself in some way very obnoxious in Turkey, for we hear
that he was suspccted of stirring up a rebellion sgainst the Sulian,
To evade arrest be took flight to Rnssia, ard, after some wandering,
found bimeelf 1n Miberia—as a bonz fide traveiler, let me add,
bearing in mind the horrors which the mention of that conntry's
name t3 wont to covjure up, He fically made bis way home to
Belgium via Norway,

Whben the Kevolution broke ount in Joseph IL’s B-lgian pro.
vinces, Dr. O'Hearno tock sides with the p pular lead: r, Van Vonck,
bat, tindivg lnm too advanced in his views, he allied himeelf with
the woderate but cqually popular patriot, Vander Noot, It was
part of the latter's policy to enlist the sympathies of the Erghsh,
Girman, and Dutch Courts on the sule of the Belginng, and when
the Brubint mauifesto waa pubiisked by the popular leaders, special
commiseioners wera despatched with it to these three Powers. It
was the Irishman, Dr. O'Hearn, that waa sert :s8 envoy 1o the
Hapue. He was alw enlrusted with other business of 1mpertance
by Vaoder Noot, whose iniimate fricndship he evjoyed, and whose
couosels he had a share o guidiog, Whoen the MFrench became
masters of Belgium, O'Hearo saw, with sorrow, his colege tarned
into a powder mags zine, and be, its Rector, was forced to become an
exile 1n QGermany. Shortly after this change in his fortunes he
returned to Ireiand, an { was panab priest of 8, Thomas's, 10 Wat.r-
ford, in which city he ended his life 1n 1801—the yesr after that
whteb the joy bells 1ang for the passing of 1ke Univn.— Erchange,

Monsignor Luigi Nicora, appointed by the Pope two years ago
Bishop of Comr, has just dicd, after a long couree of harassing
anxicly, owing to the persistent refusal of the Government to grant
bim the exequatur. The behop had never been able to exercise his
full farctions. He was cbooxions t> the Guvernment as a giroog
intransigente.

Prosare statistics sufficient’y explain the Red indian rising ia
Dakota. Thirty years ago the white prpularie of Dakota wounld
have filled lLittle more than balf the sitting space of Mr. Spurgeon’s
Taberoacle, Now it smoucts to threc-fifths of a million, with
between 6000 and 7,000 miies of railwey fu carty their trofie ! In
other worde, the K:d Indian races are berng driven cut of their
homes, Betwetn the Red man snd the white Amwerican there does
not exiat a trace of that mutual pood feeling which, for 1ostacce,
characterisi 8 the present day relations butween the Zuzlu sod
English races in South Africa.

Tbe Emperor William took gart Iately at Berlin in a conference
on higher education, He said 1f the schools bad dome thewr duty
they would themaelves have opeoed the war upon social demscraey.
Bince 1871 emphasis had been laid on the sequirement of knowledge
and not on the formatinn of character adapted to the requiremes t+
of modern life, At present the chic [ marter of concera was to place
educustion on a natioral bagis. The Emperor declercd that he was
1 favour of cluesical gymnasia and schoois with & modern side, but
not of gymnagia exclusively for modern subjects,

THE DIVISBION AMONGST THE HOME
RULERS,

————

(Liverpool Catholie Times, December 12.)

AFTER the painful debate in the commities room of the House of
Commons the stroggle between Mr. Paroell and his opponents has
been transferred to Ireland, Oo Wednesday evening last, Mr, Parnall
nimself addressed a crowded meeting of bis supporters in the Dablin
Rotunds, and there can be no doubt that if the verdict lay with that
large gathering, Mr. Parvell's power over the Irith party wounld be
immediately restored. The proceedings were marked by an abundant
flow of enthusiasm in hie favour, and the assemblage rapturonsly
pledzed itself to support lim in the contest which he ia now waging. It
18 pot difficnlt to understand why this pro-Parnellite feeling exista
amongst certain sections ¢f the people even at tbis juoctare. A
lively sense of gratitude for favonrs received is one of the mcat pro-
mioent traits in the Irishman's character, and no one can for a
moment deny that ¥ir, Parnell has laid Irishmen under the deepeat
obligations. As the officer remarks in ** Coriclance,” he * hath so
planted s honours in their eyes and his actioos in their hearta that
for their tongues to be silent and not confess so much wers a kind
of ungrateful injory.” In the next place the issne between Mr.
Paruell aod those who demand his retirement is now declared by
Mr, Parpell and bis partisans to resolve itself into tbe nuestion
whether Mr. Gladstone iato be allowed to dictate to Irishmen the
choice of a leader and to impose whatever terms he desires in deal-
ing with the Home Rule problem. For long years Irishmen have
been accustomed to find that the hopes they placed in Fnglish atates-
men were for the most part mere delusions, and a feeling of distrust
even with regard to the most outepoken expressions of sympathy in
Eanglaod wags thus generated amongst the Insh populace, This dis-
trust it is, of course, to the advantage of Mr. Parnell and hia friends
to reawaken. Agaip, there are throughont Ireland a8 number of men
who pat no faith in constitutional action, aud are glad to further any
movement caleulated to prove its inutility. Of these the majority
will, it may be taken for grauted, be found amongst the supporters
of Mr, Parnell, With these considerations and elements working on
his behalf, it is evident that be will te able to fight a vigorous battls
fPor the recovery of his position as leader of the Irish Parliameatary
arty.

But however long and desperate the struggle may be, it will
assuredly reeult in the practical effacement of Mr. Parnell'a power.
Had he on the publication of the proceedings in the divoree court
consented to retire for a time from public Iife, a comparatively short
period ot seclusion would have been rezarded by the public on both
sides of the Chanoel &3 an atonement for b9 transgressions and he
could bave resumed the leadersip of the Tiish party with little or no
diesent or mormuring on the part of hus fellow.-countrymen, But his
at itude during the past fortnight hes set in motion towards bim a
tide of hostility which, despite all biz ability, it will be impossible
for him 10 etem, Hiz selfishness in jeopardising the Home Ruls
cansg and refusing to siok his own personulity for the sake of its pro-
grees, his recklessness in flioging bitter epithets at politiciane who
have exerted a powerful iufluence for the advascement of tne Home
Rule movement 1o Great Britain, and the injustice of which he wag
guilty in atiributing & want of 1ntegrity and patriotism to men who
had proved the stncerity of their love for Ireland by enduring greater
sufferings than he has ever borne at tre bands of her enemies have
wrought a complete ehange in the seotiments of multitudes of Irish-
weu who bave titherio tegaried Mr, Parpell with the warmest feel-
inga ¢f admiration, He tas now arrayed sgainct bin the strongest
and the most intelligent forces of tte country, The Ejiccopate
a.d the clergy bave, almost withont exception, pronouncel
against himw. To aseeit that Mr. Parnell can readily orercome
the oppositin they will offer 18 t7 betray profound ignoranca
of therr hold upon 'he pe-ple.  The prests, embracing many
such men a8 Canon Keller, who bave proved their devetion to the
in‘erests of the people by undergoing loog terms of imprisnment,
are and bave been the mainstays of the national movement in their
several distric's, and at this crisis their fiocks will, as a whale, be
little disposed to d spute the wisdom of their advice. The majonty
of the Parliamentary party who bave rejected Mr. Parneli's leader-
ship will also promote a stromg current of opipion agalt 3' him in the
constitueneice which they represent. It 3 true i1hat the two most
wtue tial of thuse members—23r. Diilon an1 Mr, William (O Brien—
will be unable 10 take any very active part 1o the strapgle, but
amunget the others are gontli men whe se qualities ae pablic speakers,
and who-e record 1o the warfare agarnst gppres-ivn aznd coercion will
enab'e them to produce a deep impression on the hearts of their fellow-
counirymen,

That the disastrous strugele will go on for a lengthly period is
now, unfortanately, a matter of certainty, and it is only too clear that
the effect mus’ be tu 1ender in-de finire the prespect of a settlement of
«f the Home Rule question, Yet we would hope, even against bope,
that pearly all Irishmen are eufficiently alive to the lessons of their
cona!ry's b storv to recognise that devolidn to any single individoal
oheuid mot be allowed to stand in the way of u ity. The faect car-
ot be lost sight of that thie crisis in Irtsh affairs has been brought
nbout by Mr, Parnell’s immoral conduect, fnd thet when he bhas been
caded upon to make 4 personal sacrfice his love of power has proved
guperior 1o his love of country, Under those circumetances the path
of duty must be plama to every self-respecting and patriotic Irish-
man,

Amongst th2 peotlemen just admi'ted to practice as solicitora is
Mr. Douglas E. Sullivan, of Mountyjoy square Enst, Dublin, eldest
ron of the late Mr. A, M, Suilivan  Mr, Doogias Sullivan in 8 young
gentlemsan of muck abihity, and the many friends who already
recoguise his talents and fndustry iightly anticipate for him a bril-
liant and proeperous career in the profcasion he has adopted



