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Parrick, BY THE GRACE oF (GOv AND FAVOUR OF THE HoLy
Ber, Bisnor or Dusepin, mrc,
To tHE CLERGY AND LAITY OF 8AID SEE, HeEaLTH AND
BeNEDICTION 1y THE Logwbp.

DeagLy Berovep Brerasew,—The holy season of Lent
begins this year on the 11th of February (Ash Wednesday),
and ends on the 29th of March ( Easter Bunday), In a
schedule attached to this pastoral you will find the regulations
for the fast and abgstinence of this penitential geason,

Lent is a season of penance and mercy, and it is our daty
as Christians and Catholics to comply with its obligation and
avail ourselves of its graces, Fidelity to the regulations
made by the Church will enable us to fulfil our obligations
and to secure the graces which a merciful God will not
fail to bestow on humble, earnest, mortified and fervent Chris-
tians. By such fidelity we shall appease the anger of God
provoked by our sins, satisfy through the merits of Christ for
the insult given to Him by our disobedience to is holy law,
and moving Him to compassion, draw down upon ourselves
the Divine blessing, During this holy season we should re-
fiect seriously on our duties, and resolve that for the time to
come we shall labour to discharge these duties with great
fidelity. Amongst these duties none are more imperative than
those which devolve upon parents and guardiaus of children
Children are a precions deposit confided to our eare by God in
order that we may rear them up in the knowledge, fear, and
loye of Himself ; and neglect in this matter is an enormous
crime, amounting to the awful gin of apostasy., As the
Apostle says : “ He that neglects his owt, particularly those
of his own household, has lost the faith, and become worse
than an infidel,” In arder that we may not incur the guilt of
auch neglect it is for us to take care to teach the children con-
fided to our charge the truths and obligations of Christianity ;
and to guard them from all proximate dangers to faith and
morals. For this purpose it is absolutely necessary for
Catholics to first of all withdraw their children from dangerous
and secular schools and send them, whenever practicable, to the
Catholic schools. It is, moreover, incumbent on Catholics to
provide Catholic schools for their children ; and although in
this country to do this implies the necessity of making great
pecuniary and otker sacrifices, for us there is no aliernative.
Buch sacrifices must be made, or we shall lose our immortal
souls. But let not the idea of sacrifice frighten us, Nothing
good or great can come or be expected to come without sacri-
fice and self-denial. We have only to recall to mind the
surpassing tragedy of the Cross of Christ to be convinced of
this, And our consolation is that in return for sacrifice and
self-denial there awaits us an eternal weight of glory; whereas
neglect of duty, indolence, and self-indulgence, whilst bring-
ing on Christians a most richly-deserved reproach, will most
certainly plunge us into eternal misery. In addition to the
necessity of providing a sound Catholic educat'on for our
children, it is necessary for all in charge of them to provide
thgm with good and useful reading.  Children are generally
being taught to read ; reading then becomes for them a
necessity, and matter for reading will not fail to be provided
by some means. If we do not take pains to put into the
hands of our children useful, moral, entertaining and elevating
books ; there are others who will plentifully supply them with
deleterious Literature. Parents and others on whom there
rests a responsibility in this matter should, even at consider-
able sacrifice, procure a sufficiency of good books for children,
and by word and example encourage them to read and study
them. We know the performance of this duty is diffieult in this
country, but measures are about to be inangurated to help
Catholics in the discharge of it, and we earnestly exhort you
to avail yourselves of the opportunity that will soon be placed
within your reach, Meantime we exhort you to provide for
your households the New Zraranp TarLeT newspaper, which
18 a very good book, loyal to the Church and the Holy Ree,
able and prompt to defend Catholicity, and your special
Interests, temporal and spiritual, and always abounding in
useful and interesting information on various subjects. ‘fhe
Holy Bee and the Bishops, and leading Catholics of the
world are most anxious for the success of a Catholic Press,
and we should show by our support of it that we are as alive
83 they to its power and ability. Those who are outside the
Church seem to understand better than many Catholics how
necessary and useful and powerful the Press is, and accord-
ingly make more uge of it than Catholics—Catholics knowing

that theirs is the Church of God seem to leave the care of it
almost entirely to Him., This is as unreasonable as it would
he for us to leave onr fields untilled hecause God’s providence
will certainly sustain the world. Let us not forget that God
has confided to us certain duties, the faithial discharge of
which contributes much to the well-being of socicty, and that
we are obliged o discharge these dutics if we hope to be good,
happy, peaceful, and successful even in this world. We are
called upon to do our part, and we should never forget that
{od aids those who aid themselves. In all the relations of
life we must do our part menfally or we shall certainly fal
egregiously. Let us resolve amongst other things to do all
we can to provide good reading for our children, and to
support to the best of our ability the Catholic Press.

The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.
Amen, (Thess., last verse.)

M4 P, Mograx.
Given at Dunedin, Feast of the Purification, 1891,

The following are the regulations for Lent which we make
in virtue of gpecial facnlties recsived from the Holy Sce,

lst. We grant permission for the use of flesh meat, at
dinner only, on all Mondays, except the Monday of Holy
Week, on all Tuesdays, on all Thursdays, and on all Satur-
days, except the Saturday of Quarter Tense, during Lent,

2nd. Lard and dripping may be nsed after the manner of
butter at dinner on all days of fast and abstinence during
Lent, and also throughout the year, with the exception of the
first Wednosday of Lent and Good Friday.

3rd. White meats, such as milk, butter, cheese, and eggs
are allowed on afl days at dinner, with the exception of Ash
Wednesday and Good Friday. A small quantity of milk
and batter is also allowed st collation on all days except Ash
Wednesday and Good Friday. There is neither fast nor
abstinence on Sundays in Lent.

All who have completed their 21st year are bound to fast
and abstain, unless excused by the state of their health or
the nature of their employment, according to the regulations
stated above, and all who have arrived at the use of reason,
though not bound to fast before the completion of their 21st
year, are, nevertheless, bound to abstain from the use of flesh
meat on the days appointed, that is, on the days for which
no dispensation it granted, unless exempted for a legitimate
cause, of which the respeetive pastors are to be the judges.

Subject to the above regulations, every day in Lent, except
Bundays, is a day of fast and abstinence,

All who bave arrived ay the years of discretion are bound
to go to Communion within Easter tims which, in this Diocese,
begins on Ash Wednesday and terminates on the Octave day
of the Fcast of B8, I’cter and Paul.

A collection for the Seminary Fund shall be made on the
first Sunday in Lent wherever o priest officiates on that day,
and in all other churches and chapels as soon after as eon-
venient. The collection for the Pope, and the collection for
tlie missions to the aborigines and for the Holy Places, shall
be made as soon as convenient,

SEMINARY ACCOURT,

Received during 1890 £103 13 3
Expended during 1890 163 16 0O
Expenditure over receipts, not
counting expenditure over receipts
of the year 1889

—

£67 16 9

P e sne

The opening of the Vatican Secret Arcbives, which usually takea
place on the ‘lst October, did not occur {lis year until the 7Tth of
November. A new reading rcom wasin course of preparation, the
oid one beivg dark, damp, aud too swall, Havieg placed the cele-
brated treasure of Pontifical Archives at the dispoeition of the sarants
of the whole world, it w & found impossible 10 deny them the reces-
gary light and epace for their a'udies, The Holy Father has, con-
sequently, catablished a new salle for the students of Achieves, as ho
did four years ago for the Vatican library. The new room is spacious
and well-lighted, and capable of containing cne buudred persons
with esse. JItis not af all luxurious, the stare of the Pope's finances
not permitting bim to continae the tradition of magnificence of &
Jalius I, or a Sixtns Quintns, who i their day, filted the Vatican
with o0 many splendours, 1t has, however, one preat disadvaptage,
and of which the workers complain very muck ; they are disturib-d
and deafencd by the noise of carriages whieh pass through the Via
delle Fondemente conveying visitors to the Gallery ot Antiguities.
The 1eading-room is filled daily, sand England 18 well represented, —
Liverpool Catholic Times,



