
The mannerin which Professor Fretillat, to whose
article in the Theological Monthly we have
alluded, acknowledges thu services of the Swiss

Catholics in preventing the education of the country from baing
mide secular and godless is very deserving of notice. Itcontrasts
most favourably with the attitude of other Protestints, who, inother
countries, profess a demotion to their religion, and who yet,are found
ready to sacrifice its interests in their anxiety to hamper Catholics
in th;exercise of theirs. This good Swiss Protestant, who certainly
shows noattraction towards the Catholic Churco, but on the other
handgives clear signsof strong projadice against her, still is glad to
side withCatholics and to take advantage of thair aid in defending
Christianity from the attacksof its eaemiea. Ha thjsgiveapr jofs of
the sincerity of hts Christian professions, and, whatever may be his
mis akes, deseryej sympathy and commendation. Tested by his
standard many Christians amoDg ourselves who make nigh profes-
sions, must be found sadly wantingin sinceiity.

Switzerland,then,is not the distinctively Protes-
tant country that weoften finditclaimed asbeing.
Professor Fretillat, at least,a Protestant authority—

who writes, moreover,in a Protestant periodical,
the TheologicalMonthly, forNovember,1890— £,ives usquiteadifferent
Tiew of tbe matter. The total populationof the country in 1889, he
tells us, was 2,920,723, of which 1,724,957 were Protestants and
1,190,000 Catholics. Nor are the cantons as a rule markedly dis-
tinguished by thereligion of tbeir inhabitants,so that grounds should
be furnished for the claim, also frequently advanced,that where the
population is Protestant prosperity reigns,but where it is Catholic
the contrary is the cage. Professor Gretillat speaksof the denomina-
tions as mixed for the most part. There are,he siys, only two cantons
whereProtestants vastly preponderate, namely, Appenzell Rhodes
Exterieures and SchafihauseD. He, moreover,mentions tba rather
a6tonishing fact that Protestant Geneva is, on the contrary, Catholic
thepopulationconsisting of 51,669 Protestants and 52,817 Catholics-
Professor Fretillat,again,although aman,and, we conclude,adivine'
evidently of no Catholic leanings whatever,has still a good word o
two to say of his Catholic fellow-countrymen as Catholics.

— "And,'
he writes, " we are obliged to confess that, in a political point of
view, at least, the presence of Catholicism is to Switzerland a safe-
guard and a benefit, and an element of stability against the inroads
of radicalism ;while,in a religious pointof view even,it has proved
a weapon of defence against atheism andmaterialism."

— "
Oae oaght

not tojudge Swiss Catholicism," he continues," moreespecially that
of the central cantons, by what is seenin Italy,in Belgium, ande?en
inFrance. More than once has that minority, inopposition to the
attempts of the Cantonal— indeed,of the Federal Government,repre-
sented the cause of liberty of conscience. la more thaa one depart-
ment, too, of social life has the Catholic minority set the rest of the
nation anexample worthyof beiog followed. We may mention that
all the Catholic cantons occupy tbe last ranks in the statistics of
divorce." The writer goes on to state that the Catholic electors have
of late years more thanonce successfully resisted despotic radicalism,
andin that wayrenderedsignalservice to tbecau9eof right." He gives
as anexample thenactionwith regard to the voteof the Chambers giv-
ingthe Confederation absolute control over education. ■' The gravest
politicaland religious interests were thus engaged in this campaign,"
he says," which was at oneand the same timedirected against liberty
of conscience and cantonal autonomy ;but, thanks to the concourse
of Catholic electors, the mischievous project was thrown out by the
enormous majority of 140,000 votes." Tbe writer, although he sym-
pathises with the schism of the 60 called Old Catholics, still very
effectively exposes its nature. He honestly condemns the support
givento it inSwitzerland.

"
Especially,'" he. B&y8)have the cantons

Is it true, as reported, that the Germans are
seeking for territory in theMalay Peninsula 1 Why
the affection of theEmperorWilliam for his grand-
mother appears most devoted. His Majesty can

hardly bear to be removed an inch out of the reach of that august
lady's apronstring. Woerever she goes he must also securea foot-
ing. He has followed her toNew Guinea aad to Africa, and now he
shows a desire to approachher in India. India, however, is rather
a sensitive point, where Queen Victoria, or the Government she
represents, is concerned. Ithas, moreover,been recently the object
of very particular attention on the part of another potentate,of even
more suspicious associations than those of the Emperor William.
We kaow, of course, that,the late visit of the Czarewich to the
country in question,had no kind of sinister significance attached to
it. The princemerely went there as the guest of the Queen-Empress,
aad all the civility shown him was in that respect. The idea,never-
theless, that something lay in the background hardly eeems a very
extravagant one. Itmight,at least, fit inperfectly with the accepted
traditions of theRussian Czars that their heir, in making a grand
tour of their empire, as the Czuewich has lately done, or is now
doing, should take inIndia also as a country subject tohis rule gather
than go out of his way to visit therea realm under a foreign control.
The solitary rule of England in the far East, in fact, seemsabout to
become less isolated, and, therefore,perhaps less independent, than it
has hitherto been, or,at least, morea matter for the close observation
of other countries. A Herman settlement, indeed, on the very coast
of India would be very suggestive, and we doubt if even our own
colonies could afford wholly to disregard it. The Emperor William
is, no doubt, an amiable person, and his family affections, wherethe
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dispute the matter. A generation educatedfreemust be freely sup-
plied with food for their minds. By-and-by, perhaps, we shall find
that a generation educated to d> nothing, also aa a necessary con-
"equence which no one of any enlightenment will deny, must be
■appliedgratis with food for thebody— and this, too, geoeroas rate-
payers will cheerfully provide. We must rot,however, anticipate
pleasures and advantages. Sufficient for the day are the delights
thereof. And if tbe ratepayers did complain, what of that 1 Ha*
not property its duties as well as its privileges? Isnot the

"
unearned

increment
"

inpossession of every one who ownsa house inan im-
provedneighbourhood ? Nay, property-jwaers should look upon the
payment of the tax as a privilege as well as a duty. Is it not a
privilege toprovide the public with literature of a high class, even
though for themostpart it may lie untouchedupon the Bhelves

—
where,no doubt,it will remain all the longerintact. Hemust, indeed,
be adeterminedas well as anunenlightened ratepayerwho wouldven-
turetoprotest against sonecessary adevelopmentof theprogressof the
period. He must march with theprogressof the times, andif hedoes
not like it, well,as the saying is,let him grin andbear it. Our public
library may be regardedalmost as an accomplished fact

—
like other

accomplishedfacts,in all probability, amonument of vainpretension
anda boonprincipally to people well able themselves to pay for the
reaiing neededby them.

The motion of regret for theretirement from pub
lie life of Sir George Grey, unanimously carried in
the House of Bepresentativeslast week,must com-
mand theapprovalofusall. Therecanbeno doubt

thatSir George Grey's public career his been one of singular merit,
most creditable to himself inmany respects,,and useful to the com-
munities with whichhe wasrespectively connected. Oa somepoints,
nodoubt,hehas provedhimself weak andmistaken

— departing even
from thepromise of a more early period of bis life, but we should
look invain for perfection. Whatever may have been his faults, Sir
GeorgeGrey wascertainlyamanconsistently pursuinga disinterested
course, with the end of contributing towards the welfare of the par-
ticular country— in whicheffort, as wehavesaid, he was frequently
successful. His retirement, therefore, from a position so creditably
filledby him, must necessarily be a matterof regret.

of Geneva and Berne distinguished themselves in this duel to the
death waged witha portion of their subjects, there being,however,
this difference, that whereas theproceedings of the Bernese Govern-
ment ia the Catholic Jura weieonly brutal and revolting, those of
the late M.Carteret understood here and there to temper what he
called the 'stray method

'
with something burlesque,thus throwinga

certain element of gaiety into the drama." The Professor gives
several instances of theparsecationto which the Catholics were sub-
jected— followiog on the expulsion of Monsignor Mermillod.

—
lhese examplesinclude the forcible takingof aa infant at Compeziere
toan Old Catholic baptism, the deprivation of the Bishopof Basle,
the expulsion or imprisonment of priests, and the prosecution
and punishmentof members of the laity, evenof persons of advanced
age, whohad givenassistance tothepriestsreferred to.

"
Sjmonstrous

anabuseof power in freeSwitzerland, and intheNineteenthCentury,"
he concludes,could only bring its own condemnation." The sword
became bent within the paws of tbe bear, and some yearslater the
Beraese Government, like M. Bismarck, was itself vanquish3d by
tbe curds, who came back to take possessionof their posts,beiogre-
called by the votes of their parishioners."

—
la view of the frequency,

as wehavesaid, with which the superiority of a distinctively Protes-
tant Switzerland is cited, we think ituseful to place thepassages we
havequotedbefore our readers. As the testimony of a zealous Pro-
testant, who isalso a competentauthority, they are worth remem-
bering.

According to Mr. S. C Carlile (says Truth),Mr.
Froude has made asad mistake incallingCarlyle the
sonof a"manof thepeople."He wasby"blood and
lineage

"
a direct descendantof Hildred de Caerliell

Prince of Cambria, the second sonof Crinan, whose elder brother was
the King Duncan, killed by Macbeth. The real name for the Cam-
bria over which the anscestor of Carlyle heldsway wasCaerliellshire.
The name of Caerliel), its prince, was first corruptedinto Carleel,and
then iDto Carlisle. Mr. 8. C. Carlile (another descendant of King
Duncan'sbrother, presumably) says that "Ths Valley of the Shadow
of Frederick.

"
left Carlylenolife space to write,as be had intended,

thehistory of his lineage and family overnine generations.
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