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TRUTH ON THE SITUATION.

o
.

ALY is well that ends well, T waa afraid during last week (ending
Dedember 6), that Mr, Parnell’s tricks. tactics, and devices, would, if
be were given time, succeed in breaking up the majerity againet him
or in fogging the real issue. Brutus, 1 remembered, did not let
Cwmaar occupy the Chairman's geat in the Benate, nor permit Mark
Antony to move obstructive amendmenta But the lrish Members
were 1ight. They gave Mr, Paroell full rope, but kept their grip
upon it, and when the right moment came they acted boldly and
decisively. Their position was an embarrassing one, Mr, Paroell
was the man aceused, and he occupied the bench instead of the dock,
He tried by every meane to convert & peraonal into a political issoe,
and, when this failed, he insulted his opponents, in order to ba able
to say that he himself had been insulted, and, therefore, had with-
drawn from the meeting with his immediate following. In pur-
spance of thesa taclics, be stuck at no means, and he was as false to
every notiop of honour as he had previously been to morala. The
Irish, however, knew that if defeated at the meeting he wonld appea!
to the Irish pation, and they wished to deprive him of every plea
and excuse for doing sc, They were aware that the nation had
created a fetish, and that the ignorant and the unruly must be con-
vinaed, that their idol is a false one befora they pave up worshipping
it, Mr. Paroell’s contention that he ig still the leacder of the Irish
Farty is childish, The majority of the Party may depose their
Chairman. The majority of tha Party deposed him. Whaothar the
vote was taken by aye or nay in one room, or whether it was taken
by the majority and the minority going into two separate rooms, ia
obvionsly a mere mechanical question of detail.

It is difficult for an Englishman to 1ealise the regard felt for
Mr, Parnell by his followers, and the sacrifice of feeling made by
those who went against bim. He was to them the embodiment of
their conntry, and they bad for yeara revered him as something
more than human. I have sometimes wondered at their deferential
mode of treating him, for he wags cold and reticent towards them,
and he seemed to me the last man to inepire entbusiasm for himself
in the warm-hearted and genial Irigh. The members of his party
have been sneered at as wanting in independence. Of this they can
hardly be accured now, Confronted with the necessity of choosing
between their leader and their country, they acted as men and
patriots. I nm sorry for Mr, Parnell, Admit all his faults : that he
forced, for his private ends, Captain O'shea oo an Irish con-
stitueney : that he was false to honour in violaling tre confidenca
that Mr, Gladstone had reposed in him ; that be gave an uotruthful
acconnt of his interview with Mr. Gladstone ; and that he prosti-
futed his position ag Chairman of the Party in order to hinder a vote
being taken on a matter personal to him, Still I am sorry for him.
He bad one of the greatest positions ever attained by Parliamentary
chiefs, He was, in tratb, the uncrowned Kiog of Ireland, Milliors
of Irishmen, in sl parts of the pglobe, listened to his words as
thovgh they were the law anl the goepel, And now! Yes, I
would give much—politics apart ~had all this not oecurred.

I confess that when the divorce suit was decidid, I hped that
the Enplish Liberala wonld accept the view that the polnical re-
latione between them and the Irish Nationalists were in the nature
of an ailiance, And that the private faults of the Irish leader were
no more concern of theirs, so far as regarded the alliance, than the
private faults of a Prime Minister 1n Australia or in Capads, Thir,
I contend, is the logical outcome of the doctrine of Home Rule, Dc-
fortunately, however, people ate not lngical, and when Mr, Parnetl
perceived that—rightly or wrongly—Home Bule was lo t1f he did
not retire, h> would have been wi3: bad he withdrawn from the
Irish leadership, Time is a gre.t hea'er, and who kuows what would
have happened in a year or so! As mattera naw stand, [ doubt if
be will ever again be Irish leder, for he bas heaped fault on faunlt,
&nd he b. 8 offended not only tbe Epg'iub, but the leading Irish par.
tisans of Home Rule, past all bope of reconciliation. 5> oatrage-
cusly bas he offended them, and so utterly wrong has been lus
lc]ourse, that it i » chaiity to snppose that he has temporarily lost his

ead,

I rerpect those who s'ond by him, though I think that they were
in the wreng, But, if so, it was a generous ¢rror, Now that he is
deposed by a majority of the Party, 1t wili be worse than a crime, it
wiil te a faalt for them to #1d himin any endeavour to eplit up the
Party in Ireland, I1f they aid bim, ke msy do much injery. But te
will eventualiy have to succumb,

ES E * + *

My good Irish friends, do you want Home Rele? If g0, can you
tell me how you are to get 1t except by securing a majority in its
favour in the Imperial Parliament?  This you would have had if Mer,
Parnell bad not been declared guilty in the Divorce Court, The
majority of the English Liberals, 1ightly or wrovgly, decline to fight
for Home Rule 8o long as he remaina Insh Leacer, beciuse of thia
verdict. Houw without them can you pet 8 majurity for Home Bule ?
But in Ireland the hierarety, the prineipal heutenants of Mr, Par-
aell, and some at least of the electirs, demand Mr. Parnell's retire-
ment. Tha result is that the Irish Natic nalirta are spiit up, Does
thig strengthen the cause of Home Rule? IEf Mr, Parcre |l had not
qualified bimself fur the Divorce Court ncne of this would have hap-
pened, If even now he were to withdraw, we should all again be a
happy family., Whose, then, the fault? Test yoms? Isit ours? Not
The fault 18 Mr Parnell’s, and it really is monstrous that youw should
sbet bim in dedlinu g (o pay the penalty.

v\ 10 alter the issue Mr. Parnell hus asserted that Mr, Gladstone is
a base decviver, and that he wishes to give you a shama Hom eRule,
Do you really belicve that Mr. Gladstone broke with a erction of Lis
Parly in England who objected to Homae Rule in order to deccive
you! Why shun'd he have done this?  Was his Bill of 1886 a gham ?
1f a0, why did Mr. Parnell accept it? Was Mr. Parnell lying when
ha said that thie measure was a solution of the leng dispute between
England avd Ireland! If so, who waathe deceiver{ Whep, six
wonths after the Harwarden so-called revelations, he landed Mr,

Gladstone to the skies for what be was prepared to do tor Ireland,
wag Mr, Parnell also lying? If not, what was be doing, if really he
cousidered that thece revelations proved that Mr, Gladstone was a
deceiver? You pass as an intelligent people. Ask yourselves
whether it was Mr, Gladstone’s revelations at Hawarden, or Mr,
Gladstone's letter to Mr, Morley, that led Mr, Parnell, & yesr after
the revelations, to denounce him, and to call on you to distrust him,
If you really allow yourselves Lo be befooled by the trausparent tricks
of a man who puts his personal ambition above his coantry, so be i,
We who have fought for your country, and put aside all our domestic
reforma for the sake of your country, can only wonder and deplore,

THE GREAT GERALDINE,
— -

(From the Nation.)

TAE Hon, Emily Lawless is continuing her series of stndies of the
heroic figures who etand out in the Irish chronicles, The current
number of the Nineteenth Centwury containg a sketch of Geroit Mor,
or Gerald the (reat, the Gelaldine who was Lord Deputy when Lam-
bert Bimnel was crowned in Christchurgh Cathedral. The picture
of the hig Lord Deputy is good, aad ths impotence of the King, Heory
VII., in bia Irish territcry, very bumorously shown,

This was Geroit Mor: * A big, broad-shouldered man, with s
good-natured, dominant face, already beginning to get somewhat
heavy about the region of the lower jaw. Though little or no blood
ia traceable in his veins, there peems to have been a considerable
share of it in his nature, however it got there. ‘ The Earl being spon
hotte and soon cold were well beloved,” says Holinshed, ¢ He was
open and playne, bardly able to role himsel! when he was moved ;
ia apger rot so sharp as short, being easily displeassd and soon
appessed, A vehement, sharp-spoken man, evidently dangerons as
gunpowder when oppoeed, but easily mollified when once the oceasion
tor anger wes past; nay, not diffieult to move to laughter, even at
his angriest, and liking a jest, though it were somatimes at his own
expeose.'"” He was * essentially an out-o!-door man. He loved to
bg in the saddle. He loved fighting for its own sake—too much so,
thoss who liked him not averred—and would have made a raid —moat
Irishmen of his day, or, perhape, of any day for that matter, would
— were it but to recover a strayed kid, Everythiog we learn of him
bears the game stamp, His talk—what scrapa remain—smacks em-
phatically of the open air, He quickly sickened of courts and courtly
places, even when not kept in them a prisoner. Hisason'aspeech, oft
quoted, to Wolsey might have fitted quite as natarally into the month
of s father—*'I slumber, my lord, in a bard cabyn, while your
Grace gleeps in a bed of downe; I serve under the cope of Heaven
when you are cerved under a canopie ; I drinke water out of my
gkull, when you drinke wine out of golden cuppes; my courser is
trayned to the field, when your genet is taught to amble, When you
sre begraced, crouched, and kneeled to, I find small graca with any
of our Irish rebels, ‘cept I myself cut them off by the two knees,'—
Wolsey, we are told, having all this suddenly fired at him, ‘rose upio
a fume from the councayle table, perceiviog Kildare to be no babe,’
No Kildare, neither the geventh, eightb, nintb, or any of the name,
was a ‘habe,” and their tongues were to the full as ready as their
gwords.”

Quantum mutatws ab illo! Miss Lawless does not mean her
reference to extend to date, They have loat both sword and tongue
and taken to the Pigottist quili for the composition of I.L,P,U,
pamphlets.

Thecrowning of Simnel was an amusing tragi-coredy. ** Edward
the Sixth, King of all England and Ireland—or was the order, one
wounders, for the occasion reverscd !—he waa doly proclaimed.” By
the way, did the Eoglish of Ireland anticipate the English of Eng-
land in erowning their kine King of Treland? Ie was ¢ taken to
the Cathedral of Christ Church, and there, in presence of the Lord
D¢puty, the Chaucellor, and other functionaries, solemnly crowned,
the Bishen of Meath preaching the coronation sermon, And—royal
crowns being of late years, unfortusately, not needed in Ireland —onea
waa borrowed for the occasion from ths head of the statue of the
Virgio, ‘in St. Mary's Chuich by the Dame-gate’ Stiil wearing which
—picture the seene; the lad (he waa only fifteen), the crowd, the
church, the bishop, tbe crown—seares likely, one would say, to be a

t— be was mounted upon 1he shonlders of * Great Darcy of Platten,’
tallist man of the day in Ireland, and, so boisted and so becrowned,
marched back from the Cathedral to tbe Castle, all hig train follow-
ing.,” They did these things better in the other Ireland,

An Tnternational Order of Chivalry has been imstituted by
Yo XIII. at the instance, ms it would appear, chiefly of the
Bighop of Grenoble, Mgr. Favu. It ie called the Order of the
Bervants of 8i. Peter, and is derigned by the Holy Father as a
reward for eervices to his own person and to the Church, The Order
will incinde Chevaliers, Commanders, and Grand Crosser,

Carainal Manning will contribute to 1the forthcoming volume of
4 Chambers's Encyciopmiia ' ar.icles on the Immaculate Conception
and Papal Infallibility. 7The article on the Jeeuzits in the sama
volume will be written by Father Anderledy, tho present General
of the Bocie'y of Jesus, Mesera, Chambers's conduct in going to
Catholic authorities for the chief articls on Catholic topics contrasts
favourably with that of the editors of the * Encyelopadia Britannica,”
who gave a free hand on such aubjects to the most unfair of modern
controversialists, the late Dr. Lattledale.

kvery week wo have accounta of the opening of new parochial
schools in the diocese of New York and the dioceses of Brooklyn
and Newark, Tbe priests of this neighbonrhood are earnestly press.
ing forward the work of religions education., While scores of naw
schools are opened every season, the standards are being raised, and
puptls from our best easily worst those from the best State schools,
as has been revealed in several receni public conteats,—New York
Freeman.



