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THE NEW ZRALAND LOAN AND MrRCANTILE AGENCY Co., Lt
TED, report for the week ending Fabruary 4, as follows —

Fat Cattle.—There ware ouly 119 h-ad yarded. Best bullocks
brought £7 to £3 23 6d; medium to good, £5 to £6 ; light, £3 5s
to £4 15s; cows—beat, £5 123 6d to £6 123 g,

Fat Sheep,—2 575 were penned, Best crossbred wethers brought
125 €d to 143 ; madiam, 93 to 11s 94 ; beat do ewes, 103 91 to 123 94,

 Lambs.—Only 497 were penned, Best brought 8s 6d to 11a;
ordlna_ry, B8 to Bs. We aold 48 at 83,

Pige.—111 were pevned, Buckers breught 64 64 to 91 ; stores,
17a to 208 ; porkers, 225 to 273 64 i baconers, 30 to 37 64,

8tore Oattle,—The market continues quiet, a few small salea are
occasionally being effectad, but prices are 1n favonr of buyera, The
only gorts at all marketable are Bgrown stesrs and heifers in forward
OODdltl'OD, Which realise prices compariog more favourably with those
cbtanivg for fat stock. Low conditioned and mixed lota can only be
placed at very unsatisfsctory prices to the saller. Dariog the past
week wo sold privately 40 eteers at £6 153, and 15 heifers at £4 153,

Btore Bheep.—The demand for youag sheep, especially crossbred,
conhnu_eﬂ gnod and improving. The eupply, to all appearance, wili
be considerably short of requirements, Young merinos are also in
ghort supply and inquired for, The mumber of aged sheep offering
is much less this season than for years past. At Qutram last Thure.
day, we aold 1385 crossbred wethers snd ewes, mixed ages, to
108 114 ; four-teoth crosshred wethers, to 11s; do do ewes, to 33 94 ;
do do foll-mouthed, to 7 9d ; do do two-tooth mixed, to 93 ; do do
merino ewes, 88 7d, and full-mouth merinn ewes, at 23 to 23 64,

Wool.—Latest advices from London repart the progress of the
market very satisfectory, prices for good crossbred and merinmo
improving, the former showing a rise of & 44 per lb, the latter slightly
less, as compared with the pricesat the December series, Medium
and ioferior merinos are quoted at the same price as last sales, with
a few lots seiling for less. American firms are muking large pur.
chases, Tgat friday, the 30th, we held our third sale for this season
wheq we had a very large attendance of buyers, representing Home,
Continental, and American firms, algo all the local buyers, including
several from Christchurch and Wellington, Heavy purchases were
maglq for the Roalyn, Mosgiel, and Oamarn woollen factories. Com.
petition wag very lively for al) good coloured, light fine combing cross
and balfbreds, fine combing merinos, in grease and clean had attention
th'ough hardly to the same extent as the former, top price not reachiog
within 134 of last season’s, while haltbred reached the top. At the
auction 1nferior, earthy, and discoloured, bothk merino and crossbred
wool was selling in buyers’ favour., Buperior greary haifored bronght
1034 to 1224 ; mediom to good, fairly clean and light, 844 to 10d ;
beavy and badly skirted, 64d to B ; best crossbred, 104 to 1244 ;
medium, 8d to 94d ; ieferior and heavy, 53d to 73d; fine hight good
combing merino, 84 to 104 ; saperior, I11d to 1134 ; earthy, huavy,
and badly grown, 54d to 744 per b,

Sheepsking,—We submitted a very full catalogne at our weekly
auction sale on Tuesday, but the demand was quite equal to the
oceason, and every Jot wag disposed of at gatisfictory rates, The
attendance of buyers was goud and competition active throughout
the proceedioge. Good green sking displayed an advance oo former
ra[:ea, and _we_:l[-aaved country skins were well competed for up to
prices obtaining lately, Country dry crossbreds, inferior to medinm,
brought 1s 84 to 35 9d : de do mering, 13 7d to 33 54 full-woelled
crossbrede, 43 3d to 63 84 ; do do merino, 3s 11d to 63 14 : dry pelts,
Hd to 18 7d ; green crossbred pelts, 23 41, 2a 34, 29 1d, 15 11d, 1s 101,

18 91,18 81 ; do do lambskins, 23 44, 29 3d, 23 24, 23 14, 18 114, la
9d, 1s 7d, 1s 3d each,

Babbitskins ..~8mall lots

DItk of these still come forward. but the
namber i8 limited, A good de

mand, however, exists, and all sorts are
readily placed, the regular buyera being always in attendarvce when-
ever any are offered, Competiticn is brisk, every lot realising
market value, On Monday we offered a small cstalogue, which

elicited very good competition, all the lots being disposed of at full
values congidering the quality,

Hides,—The market ig unchanged. A steady demand exiats, all

coming forward being readily placed, but, witheat any improvement
in values, whieh remain as last week—rviz, for good to best, 23d to
3d ; mediam, 21 to 21d; hight, Vid to 13d; inferior and slippy, 1d
to 11d perlb,

Tallow.—The supply being Little more than ampie for local con-
sumption, the market continaes firm. Rongh fat ismn good demand,
and immediately taken up oo arrival. We quote—prime-rendered
mutton, 198 to 20 ; mediem to good, 168 to 183 ; inferior and mixed,
128 to 158 6d ; far-—best caul, 133 to 14s; inferior to mediom and
good, 103 to 123 94 per cwt,

Gra‘in.--—-WhPat has a steady demand, and prices continue very
girm. The quantity of really prime williag offering is himited, and
In cotisequence aales are casily effected, Ordinary is alsn eaeily
placed at quotations, Whote fowls’ wheat continues scarce, and with a
good demnnd ; existing prices for this class aleo are firmly maintarned,
We quote—prime milling velvet and Tusear, 35 114 to 48 ; mediom
to good, 38 91 to 33 104 ; best red wheat, 35 81 to 33 10d ; medium,
3s 6d to 34 7d ; inferior to medium, 3s 24 to 35 5d, ex store.—Oats -
There 18 little change in the market during the week, Considerable
shipments are leaving here and the Bluff for Home by recent steamers,
and sellers’ stocks in consequence are being reducad  8till, buyers
do vot seem inclised to advance upon recent!y-raling gquotations. At
auction thie week 1a 54d wus the hest price obtainable tor prime fred,
a!tbpugh probably a hitle more could be secured. Rhippera for Aus-
tralia are unable to purchase at the prices lately obtaining, and in
view of tte wear approach of the harveat, the hope ooce held that
prices would be bigher by this time muat now, we fear, be absndoned,
}Ve repeat iast week's quotations, viz., for stout bright feed and mill-
ing, 16 6d to 1s 634 ; medium to good, 1s 5d to 1s 54d ; inferior to

—

medium, 1¢ 3d to Is 4d (ex store, eacks extra),—Barley : The market
is quite bare, and scarcely any coming forward. A moderately fair
demnnd exists, and any offering, no matter of what gnality, can be
placed at late corrent Tates; but there will be no business of any
cotgequence pasting until the new crop is to hend Quotations for
prime melting, 28 94 to 3+ 3d ; medium to good, 25 6d to 20 91 ; feed
and willing, Is 94 to 25 43, ex store,

Grasa Seed.—There is some inquiry for ryeprass seed, but tuera
is very little, if any, of the new s=ed ag yet on the market, Gopod
clean parcels off old pasture could now be placed if available at
about equal to rates lately ruling, but it is somewhat difficalt to pre-
diet the future of the market, Meaotime we quote best machine-
dressed 48 3d to 45 91, farmer’s best dressed 3s 34 to 3s 8d, mediom
25 64 to 3¢ per boshel. Cockefoot seed does not at the moment com-
m{aud muﬁh attention ; small lots are beiog disposed of at from 44 to
43d per 1b,

* ll;otatoes.—-The supply continnes to be fally ap to requirementa.
Counsignments from the North are coming to hand freely, mediom
quality and rather small, consequently not in favoor with the
dealers, who trefer the local grown, Quotations—for best £3 bs to
£3 123 6d, medium £2 103 to £3 per ton, sacks weighed in,

Chaff.—Deliveriea during the past week have been on a more
extensive scale, bat with a moderately fair demand, All comiag for-
ward is being placed at nearly up to last week's quotations, which
may be repeated, viz, for best oaten, well cnt and Acreened, 424 6d to
4be, inferior to medium 303 to 405 per ton,

Daity Produce.~There is no speculative demand for either
cheese or butter, and for the small quantitics required for local con-
sumption buyers are offeriug lower prices—say for prime 8alt butter
5d to 6d por 1b; factory-made cheese, medium aize, 4d to 44d ; dairy
made do, 3}d to 44 per b,

Fiax.—The market continues sterdy. Extra well got up parcels,
bright and good fibre, are beiog disposed of at about equal to late
rates ; inferior to well-dressed lots are alan saleable. Wo quote—

best £19 to £20 103, medium to good £15 to £18, iodifferently
dressed £10 to £14 103 per ton,

Messes. DONALD STRONACH AND BONS report for the week eunding
Wednesday, Jasuary 28, as follows : -

Fat Cattle—At Bumside to-day 184 head were yarded. The
greater part of these were of indifferent quality and mediam weights,
only about one-third of the number being really prime, the best
drafte coming from Ury Park, Kim Grove, Elderslie, and Waimate
estates, Competition for prime cattle was fairly active, prices
raling about ths same a8 last week ; but there wag no demand for
indifferent quality—several being turned out wnssld, Best bullocks
brought £7 to £8 12s 6d ; medium to good, £6 to £6 Ta 6d ; light,
£3 104 to £4 173 61; cows in proportion,

Fat Sheep.—2,028 were penned, including about 100 merivo
wethers, very prime, all the rest crossbreds (the greater portion
ewes) ; qualiy mostly medium, only a very few pena prime, The
sale vpened dull, and contiuved so all through, prices ruling being
from 64 te 1s per head under these obtaining 1nst week, Best aross-
bred wethers brought 124 6d to 133 93 ; 8 emall pen extra prime, 148
6d ; medinm, 108 to 12:; best do ewes, 118 to 124; & few extra
prime to 133 91: medium, 7+ 61 to 103 ; merino wethorg to 10a 91,

Fat Lambe.—676 were penned, more than sufficient for re-
quirements, while ranging m quality from good 10 prime ; butprices
raling showed & drop of quite ls per head on those obtainiog last
week. Best brought 88 to 93 84, others 5s 84 to 5s 91,

Pigs —200 were penned, mostly suckors and atores, only a very
few porkers und baconers. Pricss ruled about the same mg last
week, suckers brioging 63 61 to 95 ; slips, 103 to 128 61, stores, 159
64 to 188 61 ; porkers, 21a to 245 ; bacon:Te, 283 to 403 ; one or two
extra heavy to 48s,

Btore Cattie.—The position of tae market ino regpect to this
class of stock was in no way changed since wo last reported. The
demand is not by any means active, and for the few which do
change hands prices obtained are not sich as are lLikely to encouraga
breedera to continue to produce firat-class stock,

Store Bheep.-—~There are & great number of thess pow changing
hands, principaily young sheep, which have the most demand,
Aged, well-bred, sound-moutbed merino ewes are also being placed,
while aged merino wethers, although occasional sales are being
effected, are but seldom inquired for, buyers evidently holding off in
the anticipation of bewng able later on to cbtain their requirsments
at prices mor¢ 10 accordance with their ides of value.

Wool.—The following cablegram received last evening from Lon-
don gives satisfaciory information as to the progress of the gales just
commenced there .—" The salea opened this day at the level of fast
sales, except fine greasy crossbred, for which the market ig firmer,
Attendance of both Home and fareign buyers is good. Buyers are
operating with spirit, and the change in favour of sellers,” The
third sertes of local sales commences this morning in the Chamber of
commerce Hall, New Zealand Insurance Company's buildings, Craw-
ford street ; the brokers selhng in the following order :—First, Reid,
Maclean and Co., followed by the Matual Agency Company, the
Farmers' Agency Company, Docald Reid and Co., Wright, Btephenson
and (o, the New Zzalund Loan and Mercantile Agency Cowmpany
{Limited).

Sheepskins,—These continus 10 good demand, all the offeringa at
auction being freely taken up. There was the usnal attendance of
buyers at the weekly auction on Tuesday, whep a moderately-full
catalogue wag submitted, fucluding the uaual variety of classes. There
wag very good eomperition for all lots offcred, both dry and gteen
akins, the latter especially improving in value with the increased
growih of the wool. Country dry crossbreds, inferior to medium,
brought 1s 7d to 38 81 ; do do merino, 1s 6d to s 4d ; full-woolled
crosabreds, 4a 3d to 6s 7d ; do do merino, 38 10d to 63 ; dry pelia, 5d
to 1s 6d ; green erosabred pelis, 2s 1d, 1s 9¢, 19 7d, 1a 5d, 18 44,1834 ;
do do lsmbskins, 24, 1s 114, 14 94, 1s 7d, 1s 64, 19 54 each,

Rabbitskins,~~Public press and private cablegrams report un-
favonrably of the tone of the London market At the eales beld thers



