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Qurvrent Topics

AT HOME AND ABROAD,
——

Is the majority of cur new Parliament a band of
A MOMENTOUS mnoble patriots whose inspiration is the welfare of

QUESTION.  the country, and who are ready to undergo every
labonr and to make every sacrifice to secura that
end ? Or is it a sordid party whose end is self-ceeking, and who,

while ready to sacrifice others and to condermn grabbing 1n which 1t
haa no share, is itself determined to grab all it can lay its hands on §
This is the question which during the week has distracted the country,
It has been answered too—satistactorily, no doubt, but variously,
What 1 cries the indignant Conservative Press, prorogue Parlinment
and hold two sessiond in the year, taking an honorariom for each,
when an adjournment with one bonorarium would have scrved all
the purpgose ! Verily, the Colony and our fortunes have fallen into
thievish hands. Itisall your own doing, respond the Liberal organs,
Your men, although they knew they were beaten, would oot give in.
To serve their own purpose they clung to office, and called Pariia-
ment prematurely together. With them, therefore, lics the blame,
The Otage Daily Times, for example, claims for the Cunservatives a
monopoly of all the honesty of th:country anl brands the Liberals
as men of low minda. * Aod there cin bz 0o two opinions amongst
honest men,” protesfs cur suthoritative conmterap rary, “as to itg
being on: of the mast disgrac: fal actiuns that a New Zaland Govern.
ment has  committed—not merely a  betrayal of th: trust
of the coiwztry, buf denoting a low-minded way of regarding
"the posi i-n of a public representative which 13 in the last degree
coutemptible.” It is bazerdous, thep, to protounce an opraon by
which a mau's h nesty apd wmental deciney may be compromised,
Our contemporary, the Duaily fimes, huwever, can hard.y bs tahen ag
a gaude by less esalted people. This Parbiament has much tn con-
pection with it that necessarily shocks his feehugs. * Mr. Buick,”
he saysagain, with evident dicgust,"’ a twenty-three-year oul journey-
man baker from Blenheim. appears to have shown a remarksbile
natuzal gift of orat r9."”  l'ne £ones does no” want to) much oratory
ol any sort from an hon, Member like that, Asd wheeein does Me,

Buick's fault le? Isitra bisaze! Iaitin the p'aca whenee he hatla |

Isit im hig partcolar trale ?
has, at last, fuznd a companion m diszrace, Hitherto, of all the
trades goingz we were cottinually given to understand that that of
the pain‘er wlone wasnconsis cot winh
Or was 1t tlat Mr, Figh stowed a capacr'y, to qaote & Yavkee form
of exprersior, fur paint g the House red, aud fo kept 19 caliing
before the eyes of s detractora’ We do not know that thete s any
humorous sepse 10 Which aliusion to the trade of the baker 13 made,
and, thirofure, we must concluue that the stigma 's attacred to the
humble callicg. And we admit that to 8p organ which repr sents the

aristocratic ¢'asses—the elusses that, ke Mr. Scob o Mackenzie, for |

example, are educating their childien, albet at their netgbh urs'
expense, to stand before kizge—it mu=t b exceedinzly moruifying to

gee a young fellow with the dough still sticking to s hands giving |

promise of malking his mark ia Parliamear. Mr. Buick, 10 spite of
his defiling compection wiih the doagh trough, bal, howev.r, ulrcady
gan d a very conriderable name as 8 pabic sp aker. Let us hope,
for is own sake wnel thut of the couniry, that as 4 legizlator be way
never cescrve 4 be.vier reprosch thaa thit alluded to.  But as to tlas
momentous queition that divides opinton, w2 hesttate to commit ours
selves, lven in the eyesef tte Conservative party we sheald be
gores to Laz.rd our nigttturar k with Lor est men.  We propuce, ther,
that the mutter should be deerded by resulte, At any rate.in snawer
to the argumsnt that Sir Hairy Atk.ncon's Cabinet wole roaldy 19
* doubt as to the state of partice, Mr. Bal ance migbt pload, at the
woret, that his erounds fur assurance counll be mo grea‘er than ttcire,
and that, theref e, Lis proparation of a poiicy woull bive besn pre-
mature. Mr. Scobie Macker zis"s smart claim that time shou d be

But let us hope, at lewst, that Mr, Fich ©

Parhinment .y recpectability, .

i be a party m some degree interested,

. by these bouks unless at the public expense !

taking the easy task to himself, as a wealthy man, of canticning, in
its name, men of more pressing needs againet making it their pretencs
in gaining ignoble ends, Arnd who, indeed, should be more qualified
to give such a caution than s msn whom long practice has well ig-
structed in the uses to which the pretence of Liberalism may be put
Is it not common for us to judge of others by curs¢lves, and may we
not oceasiooally turn our dedges to additional sdvantage by erying
out againgt any tactics c¢f a similar kind oun 1he part of otherst
Don't you, poor beggars, touch & penny of this money, bat go abead,
unprepared 8 you are, that yon may all the sooner coms to grief and
place matters once more in the tanda of your betters. ¥ you don’t
you are only sham Liberals, Such is the gist of Mr, Beobie
MacKenzie's argument, and, fortunately, perhaps, as eventa may
prove, 8o it seems to be vnderstood by the Members addressed, Let
results, we say, determine the question. If the party, in fact, now
in power suceeed in legislatiog for the benefit of the Colony—and
one or two of their proposals seem of some promice. Mr, Pinker-
ton’e proposal, for instance, for the placing of small farmers near
settled districts, and the pledge given by the Hon, J, Mackenzie that
he will inquire into the !and transactions of the past two years and
deal sterniy with tricksters, seem of such a kind, If Mr, Ballance's
Cabinet, we say, succeeds in plac ng the Colony ia a better position,
and m deng comething to forther geouine eettlement and promote
prosperiy, the msjority by woica they have been supported in
what g.cms ‘o us, afier all, no very unreasonable demand for time for
retlction and preparation, will well earn the double honorariom =0
much cumglaned of. We, therdfore, wourld leave the reputation of
the mesjurity to be determined by tue future, with an ewrncst hope
that ibe determivation noferrel to may be speedy and favourable,

A TERY inlerssting Jebats was that which took

MARCHING ON, piace a’ the Dunelin Atheneim last week, and in
which 1t was proposed to est b 132 a pablic library

in this city. The matter, as we ar: given to understand, lies in the
handa of the Corporaticn, who uave full powers to act withont con-
sulting fhe ratepayers, Toe ratepayers, nevertheless, would s2em to
(4 them, at least, it devolvea
to contpibute the funls {or setting the matter going and
maiistainiog 1t,  However, there 13 no reason to supposz that sny
objection would be made by them. Are they not an enlightened
community, and quite on & level wi b the reguirementa of the age ?
They, of coulse, see the connoct: o neessartiy existing between the
projeet alluded to and the education gystem of the colcny, and which,
tndecd, 1f we reeollecl anght, was pointed cut duning the debate to
which wo refer, Necezsandy un cdneuted generasion must bave books
to keep up and 1nerease their knewledge, and how are they to come
1t would appear, more-
aver. that when prop’e puy for tou baoks they chooss them of a kind
oot quite so well caleulated to sustain ant increase koowledge, It is
ttatel in coonecuion with the hbrary now existing—that of the
Ath ream—Ifor admittance to which the exorbitant sum of something
uncer fivepence 4 week 13 charged—that the booka excessively in
demanl are nuvels, which, even allowing for an explanation made, to
the «ffect that it tuok a meath to read a history and only a week to
got through three or four novels—a necessary consequence, perhaps
of a preferonce for novels—hardly speaks well for theolidity of mind
pos-essel by those who pay for their readirg,  And, indeed, the case
scems pretiy much the s.mwe wvery where, A writer, for cxampie, in
are: nt nuwber «f the (Juerterly fleview gave some striking par-

, tico ars as to the casd of books pureh .4 by young people i Eng-

now taken for asettlemest of Fulgs Elwards’ case, as well as 10 '
pass an Actfora graduated land tax notwithstanding. Mr, Mackerzie, |

we further perceive, siill postures as an advocate of Liberalism —

tand, anlwiizh, alsy, ar: of the natwe of the romarcas, Howerver,
the apening of a public ubrary woull chinga all that, It geemgs
pepla who ob'a red sultily instiae 1ve ma tor ail bor withing would
cauerly avail themscives of 1. Possio'y of tho ¢chemists’ shops wera
throay opes grat 8 the phyas « gl b eagerly ewallowed down and
the publ cang woeall losx tieir eus'omera, Tae cxpariment, by the
way, might be worth trying—an 1 as to rthe exp-nge, that, as we see,
13 nowadars, to quate Mr, Tuots, o f no cons quence whatever. What,
then, remuie to be ead?  We have, we may be convinced, an en-
hightencd body of ratpayers, and we have a Corporation truly repre-
gentiog them. No one of any enlightenment, aa we have said, can



