
Is the majority of our new Parliament a band of
noble patriots whose inspiration is the welfare of
the country, and whoare ready to undergo every
labour and to make every sacrifice to secure that

end ? Or is it a sordid party whose end is self-seeking, and who,
while ready to sacrifice others and to condemn grabbing in which it
kaano share, is itself determined tograb all itcan lay its hands on ?
This is thequestionwhichduring the weekhas distracted the country.
It haß been answered too

—
satisfactorily, no doubt, but variously.

What ! cries the indignaat Conservative Press, prorogue Parliament
and hold two sessions in the year, taking an honorarium for each,
when an adjournment with one honorarium would have strved all
the purpose! Verily, the Colony and our fortunes have fallen into
thievishhands. Itisall your owndoing, respondthe Liberal organ?.
Your men, although they knew they were beaten,would not give in.
To serve their own purpose they clung to office, andcalled Parlia-
ment prematurely together. With them, therefore, lit s the blame.
The OtagoDaily T'unen, for example,claims for the Conservatives a
monopoly of all the honesty of th jcountry and brands the Liberals
asmen of low mimK

"
And theie cm ba no two opinions amongst I

honest mci," protests cur authoritative conterop rary, ''as to it3 I
beingoi;of the most diegract ful actions th.it a New ZsalandGovern- I
ment has committed—

not merely a betrayal of thi trust
of the coictry, buf denoting a low-minded way of regarding
the posi i >n of a public representativj winch is in the last dearie
contemptible." It is hazardous, then, topronounce an opinion by
which a mail's h nesty and mental dtctney mny be compromised
Our contemporary, ihe Dally 'Junes, however, can hard.y be Ukeii as
a guide by less exalted people. This Parliament has much in con-
nection with it that necessarily shocks his feehugs. '" Mr. Buick,"
he says again, with evident disgust," atwent) -three-year oid journey-
man baker from Blenheim, appears to have shown a remarkable
natural gift of orat ry." i'lie Imu "? does no1 want too much oratory
ot any sort from an hon. Member like that. And wherein does Mr.
Buick's fault he ? Is it in his a^e ? Uit in thjp'aeawhence he hails /
Is itin his pancular tra le ? But let u^hop 1, at le*s*\ that Mr. Fi<-h
has, at last, fouaJ a companion in disgrace. Hitherto, of all the
trades going we were Cuctinually given to understand that that of
the paiu'er ulone was ineonsis ent wuh Parlnau-nt .iyrc-peclability.
Or was it tlat, Mr. Fish showed acipury, to qjote a Yankee f.rm
of expiebsuD, for painti g t'je House red, aLd fo kept \ 13 calling
before the eyesof nis detractors

'
We do not kn^w that theie is any

humoroussense in which allusion to the trade of the baker is made,
and, thmfore, we mu>t conclude that Ihe stigma '& attached to the
humble calling. And »c admit that to an organ which reprints the
aristocratic c'asses— the classes that, like Mr. Scob c Mackenzie, for
example, are educating their chiidien, albeit at their netgob ur?'
expense, to stand before kings.— it tnu?t bjexceedingly moriifji'ig to
see a young fellow with tLe dough still sticking to his hands giving
promise of makinghi3mark ia Parliament. Mr. Buick, in spue of
his defiling connection with the do'igh trough, had, howev,r,already
gain d a veryconsiderable nstne as a pjb ie sp aker. Let us hope,
for his own sake and that^f the countr}, that as <i legisli'or he may
never t esirvd ,1he .vierreproach thaa thit alluded to. But as to this
momentous question that divides opinion, ',ye hesitate to commit oi.r-
selvee. 1vtu in the eyes ef tie Conservative party we should be
sorry toLaz ird our ngl tto rat k withLoi e.-t men. We propose, th'r,
that the matter should be decided by rcsultp. Atai.y rate, in *ns«< r
to the argument that Sir Hairy Atk.n=on's Cabinet weie r^a.ly n"
doubt as to the utale of parties, Mr. Bal ance might pit ad, at the
worst, that his "rounds for assurance couli be no grea'er tban tl cue,
and that, tbeief >ie, Lis pnpaiation of apo'icy «oulJ hive been prt-
mature. Mr. Scobie Mackerzie's tmart claim that time shou d be
now taken for a settlement of Judgj Ejwards' case, as well as to
pass anAct fora gradu*ted land taxnotwithstanding. Mr. Mackerzie,
we further perceive,still postures as an advocate of Liberalism

—

A VERY interesting; debate was that which took
pi ice a" thj Uaaelin Athene itn last w--ek, and ia
which it was proposed to est.b isjapublic library

in this city. The matter,as we ar3 given to understand, lies in the
hands of thjCorporation, who Lave full powers to act without con-
sulting the ratepayers. Tbe ratepayers, nevertheless, wjuldssetn to
be a party in some degiee interested. Cm them, at least, itdevolves
to contubute the fuujs frr setting the matter gaing and
maintaining it. However,there is no reas3a to supposa that any
objection would be made by Ihetn, Are they not an enlightened
community,andquite on a level wih tho requirements of the a<*e ?
They, of couisc?, ste the connect m necessarily existingbetween the
project all'jdedto and the education system of the colt ny,and which,
indetd, if werecollect aright, was pointed cut during the debate to
which we refer. Necessarily an idacitcd genera'ionmust havebooks
to keep up and increase their knowledge, and how are they to come
by these booits un'ess at the public expense / It wouldappear, more-
over, that when p;op'e pay for tnai books they choose tut m of a kind
not quite so well calculated to sustain ani increase knowledge. It ia
Ma'el in connection with the library now existing

—
that of the

Atlvcejin— for admittance to which the exorbitantsum of something
um-er tivepence -1 week is cbargei

—
that the books excessively in

demani are novels, which, even allowing for an explanation made,to
the tffect ibat it took a month to read a history and only a week to
git through three or four novels— a necessary consequence, perhaps
of a pitftr^noe for novels— hardly speaks well for theeolidity of mind
possessed b) those who pay f.r their readii g. And, indeed, tbe case
seems* pretty much the t>.mc i_ver.\ wh^re. A writer, fur example,in
areo nt number if the (Jnarterli/ Jievifw gave some striking par-
ticu a:s as to tl.e c as-i of bcjkbpurch s^J by y^ung peopleiv Eng-
land, an1w! i:h, alsj,arj of the natuie of the romance. However,
tbe opening of a public abrary woul 1 ehmga all that. Ie seems
pc iplu who üb'a nel aoh ily msliuc lyema t.r ail for aching would
eiu'erly avail themsjlvesof it. P>B»io'yif thj ciemi^ts' shops were
thiown opjjgrat 3 the phy-ic */ mM bi cagorly fcwalljwei down and
the pub! cans woul1 losj t 1 eir cub'omers. Tae expariment,by the
way,mijrht be worth trying — anlas to the exp-nse, that, as we see,
is nowadays, to gu te Mr. Toots,1f no consequence whatever. What,
thtn, ritnui 18 to be said ? We have, we may be convinced, an en-
lightened body of ratipayers, and we havea Corporation truly repre-
l sentiDg them. No one of any eulightenment, as wehave Mid,can
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taking the easy (ask to himself, as a wealthyman, of cautioning, ia
itsname,men of more pressing needsagainst makingit theirpretence
in gaining ignoble ends. Acd who, indeed, should be morequalified
togive such a caution than a man whom long practice has well in-
structed in the uses to which thepretence of Liberalismmay bepat1
Is it no* common for us to judge of others by ourselves, and may we
not occasionally turn our dodges toadditional advantage by crying
out against any tactics cf a similar kind ou the part of others f
Don't you,poor beggars, touch a penny of thismoney,but go ahead,
nnpieparedas you are, that youmay all thesoonercome to grief and
place matters once more in the hands of your betters. If you don't
you are only sham Liberals. Such is the gist of Mr. Scobio
MacKenzie'a argument, and, fortunately, perhaps, as events may
prove, so it Beems to be understood by the Members addressed. Let
results, we say, determine the question. If the party, in fact, now
in power 6uceeed in legislating for the benefit of the Colony and
one or two of their proposals seem of some promise. Mr. Pinker-
ton's proposal, for instance, for the placing of small farmers near
settled districts, and thepledge given by the Hon.J. Mackenzie that
he will inquire into the land transactions of the past two yearsand
deal sternly with tricksters, seem of such a kind. If Mr.iiallance'a
Cabinet, weBay, succeeds in placnjthe Colony in abetter position,
and in ddng something to further genuine 6etilement and promote
prospsniy, the majority by waicn they have been supported in
whats.ems to us,afier all, no very unreasonable demand for time for
rcll'etion and preparation, will well earn thedouble honorarium so
much coni^la'ned of. We, therefore, would leave the reputation of
the majority to be determined by tao future, with an earnest hope
that ibe delcimiua'ion rifeneJ to may be speedy and favourable.
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