2

NEW ZEALAND TABLET.

F niay, January 30, 1891,

—

to which, in agreement with her mother, the youop lady, who secms
to have been a sensible girl, and who afierwards sensibly married u
rich brewer, objected, and declared his intestion to rencunce it, * My
courage,” he wrate, ' ia equal to emigrating to Australia, wbere 1 am
sure I should fali on my feet. I could be a manager of a theatre, a
teacher of Yrench, Qoraag, Italian, or a curator of a zgo or hotanical
garden, or I could bea riding-muster, or & stock-rider,” “ As you
¢an never be an Archdochess,” ke ¢included, “ 1 ehall be only too
happy to cease to be an Archduke, but hope ever to be counted your
darliog * Arch-jnckling,’ JoHANN." Tue English girl, nevertheless,
wad obdurate, and the Archduke beld to hia rank uutil scme two or
three years ago, when, although married to a lady of his own station
in life, be was deprived of it by the Emperor of Austria. No one
seern s quite to underatand why, but he bad in his youth been rather
wildly disposed, and, among the rest, had beex a boon companion
of the late unfortunate Prince Rudolph When bhe disappeared be
bad sailed in command of a trading veesel, and accompanied by hi8
wife, for South America. It is feared that the veescl was wrecked
und all han I8 drowned during violent gales that reccatly prevailed
on the Bouth American coast, Tha chances, indeed, seem slight that
iraces of the wanderer will be found in these colonies, and a8 he is
now & mao of matare age, somewherc about forty years old, the
opportunity will possibly be wanting to such enterprising individuals
s might afterwards be inclined to emulate the ¥ Claimant and per-
500ate bim,

THE Rev, Charlea Clark, who has just concluded a
MIBCHIEVOUS course of lectures in Dunedin, among the subjects
INVOCATION, with which he delighted «n audience—not, perhaps,
too dificult to pleasc-included * Oliver Cromwell,”
As we might expect, the rev, lectarer is reported to have taken a
highly appreciative view of the character dealt with, The Nongon-
formist minister 18 never abaent from Mr. Clark's platform, and Orom-
well is & hero of Nonconformity. Success, we know, is always to be
regpected, In fact, many very reapectable events owe their respecta-
bility to little else, Therefore, we may make some allowance for the
admiration that, even when the events bave been mellowed by the
lapse of time, attends on the memory of the Protector, B8till, unless
success justifies everything, pales the crimson guilt of murder, and
makes tyranpy seem mild and gentle, Cromwell's memory must be
held accursed, Is all that a nation requires Lo crown it with henoar
that it may be beld formidable abroad 7 Where is the country in the
world into which one ray of a purer light, one feature of a better
humanity, or one thought of a higher culture penetrated from Crom-
wellian England? To every man, kowever, his opinions, We have
litile to do with the judgment Nonconformity premcubecs concern-
ing the past. Somewhat more grave 13 il, pevertheless, to find
crowded andiences applandiog an exhortation to invoke the spirit of
Cromweiltan Puritanicm as euited to the neefs of the day—a spin®
of intolerance, oppression, rothlesss fanativism, religious persecation’
wost akin, 1ndeed, to that by which of old the Mahommedan bordes
woun their victories ; and did not thosc old Calipba also make their
nation respecicd throughaut the world? Do thess men really mean
what they say 7 Do these audiences really know what they appland
We do not know ; we hupe not, Butf such be the cuge, it is bard
to fotetell in what reapect hustory may oot repeat 1teelf, We offer no
opinion as to the position occupicd by the Rev. Charles Clark as a
lectarer. All who have heard hium well doubtless determine for therm-
selves the degres in which they were amused, aftected, or inatracted,
In the degros, neveriheless, in which the lecturer's cloquence is
calculatcd to revive the spint of Cromwellian Puritanism it 18 mis.
chievous and pernicicus,

ExposiTioN of the body of 8t. Francis Xavier has
rccently taken place in the Portuguese city of Goa,
'm Soutk Western India, The veneration of the
gacred relics commenced on December 3rd, the
feast of the Baiat, and continued for s month. Thae cathedral was
crowded. Iadeed, for the firat day or two 80 dense were the tkrongs
and go ardent their devotion, that they defeated their own ohject,
aud, in their eagserners to approach the hody and kisa its feet, they
made anything of the kind for the most part 1mpossible, Qur
readers, no doubt, are acquainted with the history of St. Francis
Xavier, the Apostle of the Indier, whose success in winning converts
to the Catholic Church has been acknowledged, even by non-
Catholics, as miraculous. St. Friocis, they will remember, after
some ycars fpent im arduous and suceessful labours, died in an
island ¥ tke coast f China. 1lis body, in order that the flesh
might be speedily consumed, to make the transport of hig bones
more eary, was placed in a barrel of quiek-lime ; but when, after
some weekd, an exsmination was ma-le of 118 ¢on lition, 1t was found
a8 fresh and incorrupt as al the moment of death, Nay, when it
wag piczecd in any paal blood flowed drcely from 1t, This state of
thinge, moteover, pot weonmstent with the lite of the BSaint, wlick
had been notable for miracles, ¢ nunued for many years, testimony,
At lobg intervals, to the fact remaicing,  As it 1§, hower, the centuries
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have in some measure done their work. The body ia shrunken and
dried, thouxh still, even leaving out the burial in quick-lime, the long
and frequent exposure, and the hot climate, itsstate of preservation is
marvellons, At every interval, besides, at which it has been exposed
for veneration cures of disease and other miraculous occarrences
bave been recorded. 1n all probability the occasion just terminated
haa proved no exception to thisrule, It seewms to ue, meantime, that
there is a particular significance in the demonstration of Oatholic
faith and piety that has just been made in the case referred to. It,
at least, may be looked upon as a great protest of Christianity
againat the anti-Christiac movement that has set in to Europs trom
the Kast, How finely this homage paid to the remains of one who
carried the Goapel of Christ into the stronghoids of Mahommedan-
ism and Buddhism contrasts with the miserable effort that is is being
made to reverse the mission and introduce the blighting errors of the
heathen world inte Christendom. This, however, is but one of the
practical and effeclive, though indirect, protests of the Catholic
Ohurch against the dangers and mischief to which Protestantism and
infidelity have made the world liable. Burely we may hope that the
intererssion of the great servant of God who bas thus been honoured
may avail to hinder the success of the pefarious movement and to
def:nd Catholic populations from the evils that must necessarily
accompany its success.

THE judgment prononned by the Archbishop o
AN INCORCLU- Canterbury, in tha casa of the Bishop of Lincoln,
BIVE DECISION, may b: taken probably for as pretty a piece of
accommodatiop a8 any saothority laying claim to
Bpiritual jurisdiction comld possibly make, Like accommedation
generally, however, the doubt is as to whether it will gatisfy either ol
the parties whom it is intended to conmeiliate. The Ritnalists will
probably consider that, by stripping theirlceremonies of meaning, it
places them in a ridiculous position—aad to introduce ridicule into
the sanctuary must seem to everyone borderiog closely on sacrilege,
The Evangelicals will almost certainly be displeased to find that so
mauch liberty to stray in an idolatrons direction is conceded. Lighted
candles are prouounced lawtul during the communion, And here,
in paseing, we would call the attention of the daring foe of rites and
cercmonies who carried away the candlesticks of St. John's Chursh
Boslyn, and left in their place—apparently with scoffing reference to
a Gospel parable—a stoone—to the decision of the Archbishop. If
lighted candles are lawful surely candlesticks, if it were only for the
sske of deciney and cleanliness, must be no less, In whatsoaver
sacrilegious receptacle those candlesticks now repose let them be
restored 1o their legitimate use as determined by so high an aunthority
~—not the highest, nevertheless, sizce an appeal to Parliament may
atill, aud most probably will, by made, Wine may be mixed with
the water, but not before the people or at the moment of consera-
tioa. Tre oflicialing minister may stand at the Kastern side of the
table—Dbut every act of his ministry must be clearly seen by the
people. The .ignus Dr: way be sung during the service. On every
point a concession is made except one —and that i3 the significant one
of the sign of the cross, This Lhe celebrant may not make in bles-
sing the people.  All this decision has been the result of long consi-
deration and profound studyom the part of the Archbishop, His
Grace has expressed bis scase of the diflicalty, anl even the 1mpro-
pricty of the task rejuired ot him. ' The Court,” he says, * has felt
deeply the incongruity of minate questionings and dieputatione on
great and sacred subjects.,” Such things, :a fact, to put it plainly,
should be taken roughly, in the lump, and not be too closely regarded,
The ovational Church migat better be taken as a whole without pay-
ing inconvenient attention to the jots and tittles of doctrine and
ritual. And, it the Caurch of Ergland is stil to stand, we faney it
must be so taken, If every mao may form his own judgment and
private interpretation is to be the rule, bow can uniformity possibly
exist ! If there belany virtue, in fact, in a national Cbhurch, like tha ¢
in question, it can only possess it ae an institution in which men
agree to differ. This, indeed, scems to form the gift of the Arch-
bishop’s decision, He bas, to all intents and purposes, decided
notbing—merely leaving matters much as he found them, but plead-
ing, and, na we may well believe, vainly pleading, for peace and
quietness,

BAroN YoN MUELLKE, the eminent botanist, in
respending to a vole of thanks passed to bim the
other day at Christchurch as retiring President of
the Asmociation for the Advancement of Science,
8poke a few words, wnich, although, no doubt, they may possibly have
a better significance, secm to us rather contradictory, The distin.
guished speaker, in referring to the perfection of the Anglo-Saxon
race, which he declared to exist in New “=nland—and let us hope, in
passing that other racea may show signshere ot g high a development
—asked how could things bs otherwise where the advantages of a
beautiful climate were comtunud with educational institutions sod
avery opportunity fur the advancement of knowledge, * Yet, above
all this,” he alded, “ there 18 ooe more high, and we must not forget
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