
Bahon Von Muellkb, the eminent botanist, in
responding to a vote of thanks passedto him the
other day at Cbristchurch as retiring President of
the Association for the Advancement of Science,

spoke a few words, wnich, although, nodoubt, they may possibly have
a better significance, seem to us rather contradictory. The distin.
guished speaker,in referring to the perfection of the Anglo-Saxon
race, which be declared to exist in New Zealand

—
and letus hope, in

passing that other racesmay show signshoreot as high a development—
asked how could Unu^s bo otherwhc where tho advantages of a

beautiful climate we" combined with educational institutions aad
every opportunity for the advancement of knowledge.

" Yet, above
ail this," he aldci, " there is onemore high, and we mußt not forget
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have insome measure done their work. The body is shrunken and
dried, though still, even leaving out theburial inquick-lime, the long
and frequent exposure,and thehotclimate, its state of preservationis
marvellous. At every interval, besides,at whichit has been exposed*"
for veneration cures of disease and other miraculous occurrences
havebeen recorded. Inall probability the occasion just terminated
has proved no exceptionto this rule. It seems toue,meantime, that
there is a particular significance in the demonstration of Catholic
faith aad piety that has just been made in the casereferredto. It
at least, may be looked upon as a great protest of Christianity
against the anti-Christiac movement that has set in to Europe fiom
the East. How finely this homagepaid to the remains of one who
carried the Gospel of Christ into the strongholds of Mahommedan-
ism andBuddhism contrasts with th« miserable effort that is is being
made toreversethe mission and introduce the blighting errorsof the
heathenworld into Christendom. This, however, is but one of the
practical and effective, though indirect, protests of the CatholicChurch against the dangersand mischief to which Protestantism and
infidelity have made the world liable. Surely we may hope that the
intercpssion of the great servant of God who has thus been honoured
may avail to hinder the success of the nefarious movement and to
defsnd Catholic populations from the evils that must necessarily
accompany its success.

to whico, ia agreement with her mother, the young lady, who seems
to havebeen a sensible girl, aad who afterwards sensibly married arich brewer, objected, anddeclared bia intentionto renounceit. " My
courage," he wrote," ia equalto emigrating to Australia, whereIam■areIshould fall on my feet. Icould be a manager of a theatre, a
teacher of French,Q.roiaa,Italian,or acurator of a zoo or botanical
garden, orIcould be a ridine-muster, or a stock-rider." "As youcan never be an Archduchess," he concluded, "Ishall be only toohappy to cease tobe an Archduke, but hopeever to be counted yourdarliog'Arch- iuckling,' Johann." The English girl,nevertheless,was obdurate,and the Archduke held to his rank until some two or
threeyears ago,when,although married to a lady of his own Btationin life, he was deprived of it by the Emperor of Austria. No oneseem* quite to understand why, butbe had in his youth been ratherwildly disposed,and, among the rest, had been a boon companionof the late unfortunate Prince Budolph When be disappeared he
hadsailed in command of a trading vessel, and accompanied by bißwife, for South America. It is feared that the vessel was wrecked
and all han is drowned during violent gales that recently prevailed
on theSouth American coast. The chances, indeed, seemalight that
tracesof the wanderer will be found in these colonies, andas he isnow a man of mature age, somewhere about forty years old, the
opportunity willpossibly be wanting to such enterprising individualsasmight afterwardsbe inclined to emulate the "

Claimant
"

andper-
bonate him.

The Rev. Charles Clark, who has just concluded a
course of lectures in Dunedin, among the subjects
with which he delightedan audience— not,perhaps,
toodifficult to please-included"OliverCromwell."

As wemight expect, the rev. lecturer is reported to have taken a
highly appreciativeview of the character dealt with. The Noncon-
formist minister isneverabsent from Mr. Clark's platform,andCrom-
well is a heroof Nonconformity. Success, weknow, is always to be
respected. Infact, many very respectableeventsowetheir respecta-
bility to little else. Therefore, we may make someallowance for the
admirationthat, even when the events have been mellowed by the
lapseof time, attends on the memory of the Protector. Still, unless
"uccees justifies everything, pales the crimson guilt of murder, and
makes tyranny seem mild and gentle, Cromwell'smemory must be
held accursed. Is all that anation requires tocrown itwith honourthat itmaybe held formidableabroad? Where is the country in theworld into which oneray of a purer light,one feature of a better
humanity,or one thought of a higher culture penetrated from Crom-
wellian England? To every man, however,his opinions. We have
little to do with the judgment Nonconformity pronounces concern-ing the past. Somewhat more grave is it, nevertheless, to find
crowded audiences applauding an exhortation to invoke the spirit of
C'romwelhan Puritanism as f-uited to the nieis of the day— aspirit
of intolerance,opprrssiun, ruthlesss fanaticism, religious persecution'
moßt akin, indeed, to tbat by which of old the Mahommedaahordes
won their victories ;and did not those old Caliphs also make their
nation respected throughout the world? Do these menreally meanwhat they pay 7 Do these audiences really know what they applaudWe donot know ; we hope not. Butif such be the case, it is hard
to foretell in what respect history may not repeat itself. We offerno
opinion as to the positionoccupied by the Rev. Charles Clark aa a
lecturer. All who have heard him will doubtless determine forthem-
belvis tbe degree in which they wore amused, aftected, or instructed.In the degieo, nevenheless, in which the lecturer's eloquence is
calculate to revive the spirit of CromwellianPuritanism it ismis.
chievous and pernicious.

Exposition of the body of St. Francis Xavier has
recently taken placein the Portuguese city of Goa,
m South Weetern India. The veneration of the
sacred relics commenced on December 3rd, thefeast of the Saint, and continued for a month. The cathedral was

crowded. Indeed, for the first day or two so dense were the throDgs
and bo ardent their devotion, that they defeated their ownobjectand, in their eagerness toapproach the body and kiss its feet, they
made anything of the kind for the most part impossible.' Ourreaders, no doubt, are acquainted with the history of St. FrancisXavier. the Apostle of the Indiep, whose success in winningconverts
10 the Catholic Church has been acknowledged, even by non-Catholics, as miraculous. St. Fnnci?, they will remember, after
some 3 ears spent in arduous and successful labours, died in anisland cfi. the coast tf Chica. His body, in order that the flesh
might be speedily consumed, to make the transport of his bones
more eaf=y, was placed in a barrel of quick-lime;but when,after
some weeks, anexamination was male of as coalition, it was found
as fresh and incorrupt as at the moment of death. Nay, when itwaspkrctd in any p.ut blood Mowed iicely fiom it. This' state of
tbingf,moieover,not inconsistent wnh the life ot the Saint, which
hadbeen notable for miracles, ccnuoued for mauy year?, tcstimonyi
At longinteryaJj,to the fact reman,ing. As it ie,hower, the centuries

The judgment prononned by the Archbishop o
Canterbury, ia tha case of the Bishopof Lincoln,
may b3taken probably for as pretty a piece of
accommodation as any authority laying claim to

spiritual jurisdiction could possibly make. Like accommodation
generally,however, the doubt is asto whether it will satisfy eitherof
the parties whom itis intended to conciliate. The Ritualists will
probably consider tbat, by stripping their^ceremoniea of meaning,it
places them ina ridiculous position— and to introduce ridicule into
the sanctuary must seem toeveryonebordering closely on sacrilege.
The Evangelicals will almost certainly be displeased to find that so
much liberty tostray inan idolatrousdirection is conceded. Lighted
candles are pronounced lawful during the communion. And here,
in passing, we would call the attention of the daiing foe of rites and
ceremonies whocarried away the candlesticks of St. John's Churoh
Boslyn, and left io their place— apparently with scoffing reference to
a Gospel parable— a stone— to the decision of the Archbishop. If
lighted candles are lawful surely candlesticks, if it wereonly for the
sake of decency and cleanliness, muat be no less. In whatsoever
sacrilegious receptacle .those candlesticks now repose let them be
restored totheir legitimateuse asdetermined by sohigh an authority—

not the highest, nevertheless, since an appeal to Parliament may
still, and most probably will, bjmade. Wine may be mixed with
the water, but not before the people or at the moment of consecra-
tion. The otliciatin^ minister may stand at the Eastern side of the
table— but every act of his ministry must be clearly seen by the
people. Tho Aynm Da may be sung during the service. On every
point a concession 13 madeexcept one— and that is the significant one
of the sign of the cross. This the celebrant may not make in bles-
sm? the people. All this decision has been the result of long consi-
deration and profound study on thepart of the Archbishop. His
Grace has expressedhis senseof the difficulty, ,ml even the impro-
priety of the tast required ot him. '" The Court," he says," has felt
deeply the incongruity of minute questionings and disputationson
great and sacred subjects." Such things, m fact, toput it plainly,
shouldbe takenroughly, in the lump,andnotbe tooclosely regarded.
The national Church migatbetter be taken as a whole without pay-
ing inconvenient attention to the jots and tittles of doctrine and
ritual. And, it the Church of England isstill to stand, we fancy it
must be so taken. If every man may form his own judgment and
private interpretationis to be the rule, bow can uniformity possibly
exist 1 If there be>ny virtue,in fact, in anational Church, like thatat
in question, it can only possess it as an institution in which men
agree to differ. This, indeed,seems to form the gift of the Arch-
bishop's decision. He has, to all intents and purposes, decided
nothing— merely leaving matters much as he found them,but plead-
ing, and,as we may well believe, vainly pleading, for peace and
quietness.
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