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AT HOME AND ABRGAL,
— -

PABLIAMENT was opened en Friday by commis-
sion, The event of the opening waa the election
of the Speaker of the House of Bepresentatives,—
not ooly & very important matter in itself, but
especially interesting as proviog the strength of parties. The result
left no doubt es to that, Mr. Rollestun, the candidate of the Con-
servative party, being defeated by a majority of seven in favoar of
Mr, stewart, candidate of the Liberala or Radicals, or whatever we
are 1o call them,—a matier not as yet by any meane certain, Mr-
Biewart, however, is & perfectly fit and proper person 10 fill the
office, and there is every reason to expect that he will perform its
duties in a satisfactory manner, At the same time, as muoch might
be said for Mr. Rolleston had he been elected, The etate of the
case, meantime, bad evidently been anticipated, and on the
terwination of the election Mr, Mitchelson annoaaced that the
Government had sent in their resignation, and only held office until
their places could be filled. Mr. Ballance, oa the other hand,
announced that the Govercor had requested hum to form a Ministry
—n taek which he undertuok to perform by Tuesday, the 27th inst,
Bir Harry Atkinson, the late Premier, we may aid, who has been
obliged by ill-bealth to retire from the more stirring sphere of
pohitics, bas been appointed Fpeaker of the Legislative Council—a
position tpon whickh he enters with the general approval of the
Colony. We do not know that Sir Harry can be looked upon as &
very successful statesman. At least, the condi ion of the country at
the moment of bis partial 1eticement does not seem to warraot the
formation of any eu.b conclusion. Possibly, however, nnder the
circumstace:s in which he was placed, he did as well as, or even
Bbetter than, any <ne else could do, It i3 certain that he iaboured
long, honestiy, and without peyipg any undoe regard to his own
private 1nterests, He, therefore, Las fully merited the provisicn
that Las oow been made for bim ; and of his competency to perform
the dutiea of tke postion there can be no doubt whatever, As o
the other appointmenta that have been made to the Legislative
Couneil, their being made at all bas been the occasion of much
complaint, Lively oppositiun, in fact, was off-red to them as an
upheard-of and outrageous undertaking, considering that tbe
Government recommendiog them had furfeited the confidence of the
country, snd was in a monbund conditicn. His Excellency the
Governor, however, supports them as quite legithumate, having
sbundant precedent, derived from the House of Lords, in their
fuvour. It is bardly necessary to say that the members appointed
are higkly Couservative. Mr, Ormood, in {fact, one of the most
rematkable among themn, represents extreme Conservatism, as we
understand the term in the colonies—that is, as signifying the
hindrance of genunive settlement, the mounopoly of the lands, and
everything cooseqaently tbat offers an impediment to progress.
The appoin'merts have decidedly been made with a view to check
expected extravagances—or what ars regarded 83 such——on the part
of the Lower Chamber. We should eay that a Tory Goveraor, in
considering the influence to be worked at Home by Colonial
example, would willingly support such appointments, But what are
we to expect from our nmew Legislature? It is not as vet easy to
predict, Tne only parucaiar of their probable proceedisgs that we
find quoted is retrenchment. Icdeed, one of gur new Ducedin
Members secmed timely in giving warning of this by protesting
duricg the elcction of the Bpeaker, that the salary attached to the
offica in question was too high. The Civil Bervice of th- coun'ry, 1n
sbort, is once more threatened with heavy reductions. Certain offices
are to be done away with altogether, others are 10 be amaigamared,
and salanes are to be reduced all round, It is to be boped, never-
theless, that such a scheme wiil not be carried gut without very full
and impartial ernsideration. What New Zealand needs is such a
course of goviroment as will enable her to be generous and open-
handed io adequately rewarding services worth Laving, The hope
of the Colony does not lie in a doubt{ul parsimony, bat In &
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bountiful production, and, above all, in the wise and effective
acttlement of the lands, on which this depends. It is, bowaver, idle
to speculats. We shall see in the course of a week or two what the
new material is good for; and, il we do not expect very much, lst
us hope we shall be the more agreeably sorprised.

Two events bave occurred during the course of the
week which may be looked upon aa of bappy signi-
ficance, in the present state of the Irish aflaire,
The one is certalnly 30 ; the other may be so 10ter-
preted with a high degree of probability. The one is the return of &
Home Ruler in the bye-election for Hartlepool; the other is a speech
made at Cambridge by Lord Balisbury. The result of the election, in
which Mr, Furness a Home Raler deleated Mr. Gray a Unionist by »
majority of 298 —being elected, moreover, in the room of & Unionist
1ately decensed, shows that, whatever divisions may unfortuostely
have arises among the Natiooalista of Ireland, the end they still
continoe to seek hes not been anffected in the eyes of the English
masses but rather gains in favour there, The cable-agency, it istrue
peems 10 make an attempt at lesseaing the sigaificance of the matter
by explainiog thas certain promises given by Mr. Furness bad secured
for him the support of the labour uniona, It the labonr unions, tow-
ever, find the eupport of Houme Bule counsistent with their own
intereets, their doing ev is of a different import and strengthens hope
for Ireland—since we may justly take the uniona ms representative
of th masses, and Likely every day to become more 80, If hieland
obtains the cordial and full support of the English mamées, her sne-
cead is insared. At th's particolar jincture, we say, the resalt ot this
bye-election auihorices us in helieving th.t such will be the case, As
tor Lord Salisbarg's speech—ta pertinent point wae that in which
the speaker, ag reported, * refercei to ithe dangers which would
result from the enormous influeuce of priests, snd to the smuister
domination of Archbishops Walsh and Crcke in a purely Irish Pars
liameat,” The interpretation wo should be inclined to place npon
this utterance is that Lord Halisbury, secing the failore of all other
measures by which Hume Raole could be oppesed, foucd himeelf
forced to take refuge in the tradilionel cry of ** No-Pogery,” and, in
this ease, aleo, we would see clear evidence given that the attempt®
of his Lordship's Government to irfluence the Vatican, and to cal
tie Pope to their aid, had singularly failed. There is, however,
another interpretation possible—though we admit barely possible, It
ia that Lord Sahwebury, still hoping for success at the Vatican, was
appesling to Englsh poblic feeling to choose the lesser of two evils,
and to withdraw 1te opposi oo L an allisnce with Rome, so as to
carb the power of the Lrieh bierarchy and clergy. The interpreta-
tion, nevertheless, which we have firat proposad iy that which we pre-
fer as far more probable, Meantime, [rom both these events to which
we have alluded, vur cooclusions are comforting, Neither Mr, Par-
neil’s defaleation nor the cunsequent divisions have injured the cause
in the eyes of the English masees. The Irish bisrarchy and clergy,
too, are still determined that the nation shall obtain its rights
Nothing thit hae happencd has given them a moment's doubt ia the
justice of the canse and the great benefits to be obtained by victory,
The Tory Prime Miniater, besides, fully perceives the formidable
nature of the situation, and is driven to extremes in an sttempt—
a vain attempt—to provide against it,
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AUSTBALIAN governments are requssted by the
A FORLORN HOPE. Colonial Secretary to be on the lookout for sn

illustricus wanderer, more illustrious even than the
famous “ Claimant," who is 1ow missing, The waoderer in question
is one John Orih, otherwis« kncwn a8 the Arehduke Jobn Salvador,
a prince of tbe House of Hapsburg, snd scn of a late Grand Duke
of Tuscany. It seems that at one time the Arcuduke John
Salvador bnd remlly & npotion of emigrating to  Australia,
He was then, to be eure, 1n tuve, a8, of course, beiog 4 married maa,
if he is et1ll alive, he may be taken still t> be. The Parie correspon-
dent of Zruth, howe er, lately quoted an amusing letter written by
bim to a young Enghlsh lady by whom his heart or bis fancy had
been captured on board & Lioyd’s ateamer in the Mediterranean, and
whom he proposed to marry, He professed a horror of Imperial rank



