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come to nothing. It, nevertheless, seemn unworthy of a great nation
like the Americans to sel up s claim that they bave no intention of
pressing, The claim has been very definitely made in the Presidant’s
Iate mesmage, in which, for inatance, hope is expressed * that before
the opening »f another araling season some arrangeme: t may be efieeted
which will assure to the United States a property right, derived from
Rassia, which was not disregarde { by sny nation fur more than eigh'y
yeara preceding thbe ountbreak of the existing trouble,” But we
are told the matter is all an electioneering trick. Tke Bepublicans,
it would seem, are anxious to make capital for the presidential elec-
tion now coming closer—the more anxions, perbaps, since the late
victory of the Democrats, Hence, it sesms desirabla to them to
tickle the Irish voter,and how can they do this more effectively than
by making a pretence of flouting England ? Such, we are told, is
the true secret of the Behriog Sea dispute. We do not know that
this view of the case flattars the digoity of mankind in general.
There is the American Government—that of one of the greatest
pations of the worid, stooping to noworthy tricks and fa'se pretences.
There is the British Governmen!, occupying at least as high a place,
and poesibly claiming a mach higher one, bat stili submittiog to be
flouted, and, if not entering into the epirit of the fun—nay, winking
alyly at the flouter--falling in with the necessities of the case, and
sotting all its diplomatic engines and some of ite war-ships in motion,
There is the Capadian Government taking the matter seriously, ani,
all for nothing, putting itself much about. And there is the Irish
voter, too big a fool to occopy eo important & post. His disposition
affeots two mighty Governwents, and yet he is stupid enough to be
bamboozled by a mere transparent feint of hostility. Btill the Irish
emigrant is in some degree avenged, The British lion is placed in a
humiliating position, and obliged to show his teeth and growl whi'e
be koows that he is being baited, as it were, with the shadow of a
straw and to please a despised enemy. What room there isim all
this for a proper maictenance of dignity it is difficult to see. Each
of the parties concerned occupies & eomewhat foolish position., If
this, wndeed, be the true explanation of the dispute the situation
brings ridicule on every owe connected with it. Is it the true
explanation {—for that is the question.

THE " Light of Asia" appears not incapable of
BPOTH IN suffering eclipse. That, for example, is & very
THE BUNBEAM, Buggestive report that comes from China relative
to the messacre of Chrietinps at places named
respectively Ta-tsin and Ma-pao-chang, The massacre was the work
of Buddhiste, and followed immediately on a celebration of one of
their religions festivale. Viewed in this connection the movement
towards Buddbism cow making progress in Europe becomes a grave
consideration. We aretold that not oaly 1s that modification of the
creed known as Tbeosophism gaining ground there, but that
Buddhists properly so-called may be met among the natives of
Fraace, and even among thoss of England. But if we may judge of
Buddhist principles, as we probably may, from what they apparectly
produce among & population thoroughly imboed with them, and to
whom they have descended from their forefathers, the spread of
the creed in Europe can hardly add to the peace and comfort of
society. Indeed we may doubt if it will, after all, be found to con-
trast very favonrably with Christiapity 1o any of its forms—much
less to outehine them all as a system promotivae of brotherly love and
tke elevation of mankind, But bow stramge it seems to point to the
depthe of Cbina for a warning, in the persecution of Christian con-
verts there, against a creed that bas been introduced into Europe as
superior to the Gospel of Christ, Is not some possibility discernible
of the evils that are to presage the approaching end of the world !

Roman Haotes,

THE Feast of the Purity of the Blessed Virgin was made, this
year, an occasion of special rejoicing at the country house of the
Irish College. At mght the house was brilliantly 1lluminated, and a
grand display of fireworks took place. The spectacle formed a feature
io the lnndscape for miles around. Among the visitors entertained
on the oceasion by Mgr, Kirby were the Bishops of Tivoli, Terracina,
Hmeea, and Achonry, It ia anoourced, meantime, that the Pope has
ordered tbe erection, at a cogt of one million franes. of a now Irish
College in Rome.

dignor Crispi bas threatened with the terrors of the penal code
those members ot the clergy and laity of Naples who teok part in the
protest against the late outrage offered to two convents. The con-
dition of {reedom can be understood under which provision is made
for the punishment of those who complain of a bad law, or of the
manber in which it is adminietered. It may be questioned whether
even under the reign of the much-abused King ** Bomba " any worse
inetance could be cited, We all know what the effects of giving a
dog & bad name are. On the other band, to give a dog a good name
may be found eqgually fit to serve a purpose. At least this appears to
be a lesson taught by much that takes place 1n cooncction with the
much-vaunted liberty of the poried,

Awmoneg the i.genions devices of the day is to ba reckoned a
pamphlet, wri'ten in French, but published at Son: hwark, in England,
and which has breo furwarded by an anonymouns aathor to many of
the higher ecclegia tice and to the Catholic newapapers of Rome. The
pamphlet professes to give a full and true account of tha tnconnter
betw-en the Bishnp of Limerck apd Mr. John Dill . It, however,
ont-Haerode Herod, as the eaying i8, and makes a violent attack on
the Nutional movement in all itsa branches, Xeclemastica of even as
exaited 1ank as that of tha the Archbigiop of Dubliy cons unier ity
1-<h, and the National Press also receives a castigaion. Tne Dublin

“rceman is particalarly singled ont, ard vety sharply dealt witn. It
isespecially blamed for mingling religion with the crime of patriotism,
Its pablication for example, of a enlogium of Cardinal Newman, and,
at the same time, one of John Boyle O'Reilly, who is denounced as a
Fenian traitor, is severely censured. Viralent hatred of Ireland, in
short, is rank o every line of it ; and, although anonymously pub-
lished, ilg origin is not difficult to guees, To do the Bishop of Lime-
rick justice, no one believes he had anything whatever to do with it,
The publication, moreaver, has fallen flat at Ryme, and the authors
have earned but a scanty reward for their malevolence.

My, Gladstone’a attitude towards the Holy 8:e is his we:k point,
His late ntterancea on the subjeet have been sharply criticised oy the
Catholic press of Italy, The pipers ridicale him, and jusily so, for
blaming Lord Salisbury for doing wha. he hims:If bad done without
scruple. If anything, Lord Salisbury's overtures to the Yatican were
more honourable than those that Mr. (la istone guite certainly made.
What, however, Catholic journaliats remark as particualarly fatuous,
is Mr. Giadstone's confident manoer of speaking of the Temporal
Power as having finally pasced away. How so acute aniexperiencel
& statesman can make 8o egr gious aud so palpable an error, baflles
their under taouding, They find it bardly possible to accredit him
with sincerity. Bat has not every man his weak spat, some people
might call it his monomania ¢ Mr, Gladstone’a views regarding the
Papacy are his,

A projact ia now mooted to crown the works of impiety at Rome
by erecting a status to the Baviour bearing the ios:ription * To the
Man Christ,” and to serve as a monument of the overthrow of
Christianity. This will be to descend even below the level of the
beathen who of old were the masters of the city, It is asserted that
ona of their emperors erected a statna of Christ, and gave it a place
equal to those of his gods. But in the Rome of to-day the statne will
hold & rank not higher than that of the apostate Friar of Nola, beside
which it is tostand., A society also has been established, under the
title of the Redeamer, to inculcate the docirine of the red revolution,
Can the eyes of Christian people who take side against the Pope with
his oppressors and spoiless really remain blind to tbe nature of what
is going on ! The origin, at least, of the fog that obscures their sight,
can bardly be doubtfol to those who believe in the existence of the
devil and do not partake of their prejudices,

The Holy Father has expressed a strong desire that the third
centenary of #t. Louie of Gonzags, now approaching, should be
celebrated wilih special devotion by toe young, His Holinesa has
addressed a letter to the Society of Catholic Youth commeunding the
steps laken by them in the matter, It is wall,” he writes, * to pay
extraordinary homage to the sanctity of Louis; it is still better that
such hrmsgeshonid be readered by the youog generatinns, for, amidst
the perils aod temptatiovs of youth, where can virtune find a better
gupport than in the example and protectivn of thia young man, this
marvel of insocence? It is with toi8 view that Baoelict XIIL, Qur
predecessor, proposed to studious youth chat 1hey shoald ia a special
mwanner have recourse to his aid, and should keep him belore them as
a model for imitation,”

An absard rumour was spread sbroad to the effect that a wisit
recently paid to Rome by the Priecess He ¢ae d'Orl ans, a daughter
of the Comte de Parg, bad for its object tu obtaio from the Pope a
digpensation to marry the elder sor of the Prince of Wales, with the
undcratanding that, while pretending confrrmity to the Protestant
creed, she ghonld remain in secret a Catholic  An offering of Peter's
Pence, brought by the Princess from her Father, waa su1d to be a
bribe offered to obtain the desired permission, It is 1ale Lo contra-
dicl, tor Catholic readera, a report which no Catholic could possibly
believe to be true. Not even the members of the Heuse of Orleans,
complaisant though they mayjbe, couid think of sach an accommo-
dation as that,

The Pope has conscnted to reccive, in Heptember or Cctober, a
pilgrmage of French workingmen, for which preparalions have
already beeu commenced, under the direction of Cardinal Laog(nitux,
Archbishopiof Rheime, Such demonstrations as this torm a relief in
the distarbed conditions of the labour world, and especiaily give room
for hope that the way to a true solution of the burning quoestion is
perceived at least by large and influential bodies of those wost nearly
concerned In it, A scttlement based on religion—the only tiue scttle-
meot—in France could oot fall to exercise a wholesome 1niluence
throughcut the world,

The Pope has appuinted a commission, lormed of capable en,
chosen for the purpose frum se'eral countriey, te 1nguire into the
social conditions of the day, The rieults must prove ot great impor-
taunze, and will doubtless throw light on much thal 13 now i ler-
stood, or perbaps even totally unsuspected,

The Parliamentary elections recently beld bave resuited 1n a
victory for the Government—that is to say, for Bignor Crispi. The
significance of the matter, however, ie modified by the fact that, not
ooly did the Catholics of the coustry, in obedience 1o the Pope's
reiterated command, abstain from voting, but the Mazzimau Repub-
licans, professing their disgust at the mannerin which Parliamentary



