
(From the National Papers.)
Inhia latestspeech the magnanimous Mr.Golfour seeks todtfilethe grave of ahigh-souledpatriot to whom he is no more to be com-

Sared thana snarling, cowardly cur to a lion. He waxes wroth withIr. Gladstonefor his noble tribute to the memory of John BlakeDillon," the worthy father of a worthy son
"

To Mr. Golfour JohnBlake Dillon isa dead
'"

rebel and traitor," and he calls on all trueCoercionists tospit upon his grave. But in this controversy Mr.Golfour must count,not merely with Mr. Gladstone, but with Mr.Johnßrigh 1,for whom it is the present fashion for Coercionists toaffecta reverent admiration :— "Iformed a very high opinionof his
character. There was that in his eyeand the tone of his voice which
marked him altogether for an honourable and just man. Ibelieve
that amongst all her worthy ana noble sons Ireland has no more
worthy or nobler son than John Blake Dillon." This was John
Bright's tribute,spokenin the Botundoof Dublinto the memory of theman whosehonourable grave this base and contemptible coward now
seeks to defile. Inone respect, however, Mr.Golfour gives the lie tobis hypocriticalassociates, whosepractice it is topraisedead patriots
at the expense of the living. Mr. Golfour confesses the Irishcauseinone and indivisible. Irishpatriots of all ages— Wolfe Tone andRobert Emmet and Lord Edward, Davis and Blake Dillon andO'Connell— wereall, in his view, infamous criminals on a level withthe pick-pocket and the burglar. We confess we prefer this frank
brutality to the hypocrisy whichmake6an affectedadmiration for thedead an excuse for reviling the living, who are struggling in thesame cause.

The municipal elections which took place throughout the country
week ending November 29,resultedlargely in favour of the National
party;but the chief interest in the contests centered on those in
Dub.in. Here some veryStirlingstruggles took place,andafter very
close fights in a coupleof cases the Nationalists scored again. Six
seats were to be contested, and,aided by some flaws in the register,
by which a considerable number of Nationalist votes were lost, theTories made desperateefforts tocapture someof these. They cannotbe congratulatedon their success, for though they wona seat in theBouth City Ward, where Mr. Walker ousted Mr. Carroll, they lostone in the MansionHouse Ward, where Mr. Tallon triumphed overMr. Maple. A most strenuous effort wasmade to oust a ProtestantNationalist, Mr.James Shanks, from the representation of theRoyalExchange Ward ;but though the Tory party put forth the mostdesperate exertions, Mr. Shanks was returned by a considerably
augmentedmajority. The Dublin Corporation are tobecongratulatedon this result, as Mr.Shanks has proved himself to be a representa-
tive well worthh-iving, both from his high characterandhis admir-ab'e business qualities. An attempt was also made to oust Mr. P.Cummins from the representation ofthe Rotundo Ward,butitresultedin a ridiculous failure. In the groesresult tbe Nationalist strengthin the Dublin Corporation remains precisely as it was before theelections cameoff.

Two great meetings were held on Monday, 24th November, for
protecting purchaserswho hadbeen allowed the proud privilege ofbuying at double the value from amarquis and a duke, respectively,
andstill strange to say, were not happy. Ata great gathering of thetenants of theDukeof Leinster, held in Kildare, the devices weremad" patent by which they had been forced into purchase at anexorbitantprice. They now find it impossible topay theinstalments,and, failing payment, they are threatened with eviction withoutmercy or respite. The forfeiture is inexorable and cruel. Their
entire interest will be confiscated for one trifling and inevitabledefault. They make a piteous plea for relief to the Commissionerswhohavealready publicly declared their inability to help them. TheState, into whose power tbey have now come, is inexorable as a
mowinp-machine. It canonly go straight on and cut them down.Of the 365 tenants who have been rootei ia the soil by Lord Ash-bourne's patent process, five have been already uprooted by theGovernment that planted them. If there be noextension of time or
reduction of iQsta'ments there must be a clean sweep on theestate, asfull acd prompt payment, the tenants declare, is impossible. Acharming bight it will be— andeminently tending to thepreservation
of law and order— this benevolent Government exterminating the
tenantry wholesaleen its own account. But its troubles will notrightly begin until it tries to disposeof the evicted farms, which Mr.Townsend Trench,Lord Lansdowne'aex-agent, speaking withall the
authority of experience,onceaccurately described as "a menagerieof|whiteelephants." Under Mr. Balfour's Act the funds for themedical relief and education of the poor and for the support of theinsane wouldall beconfiscated to supply the deficiency.

Mr. Balfour againdonned therobes of rhetoric which he hadtemporarily cast aside during his Irish scamper and appeared inallhis ancient war-paint on the Liverpool platform, week endingNovember 22. He deliveredone of his belligerent speeches, stuffedfull of sneers and jetrs, anda more than usual admixture of thosepeculiar perversionsof history which make this stateman's publicdeliverance so interesting, if not valuable, for future otudents Sofull of gems was the entire address that we would fain give it inalliis pristine amplitude andbeauty were wenot restricted by considera-tions of journalistic space. But an idea of tha character of theoration may be gleaned from a couple of passages in it. In theon?,Mr. Balfour wentagainintothe subjectof theMitchelstown "
legend,"as areply to Mr. Gladstone's recent versions of the story, and, referr-ing to the famous telegramof Plunkett's, " Don'thesitate toshoo',"accepted full responsibility for the message, and defended it on theground of bumauity.as we takeit ;for h^ claimed for the order thatits issue was the means of averting bl >odshed. The audacity of this

claim needhardly be pointer! out. No one knows better than Mr.Balfour that the instruction, " D' n'thesitate to shoot." was a secretcrder from Tlunkctt to the bi.l.ordnjatce, and the publicity giveu toit
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DublinNotes. in there columns wasnever contemplated by its author;yetnow
that author takescredit for the beneficent effects of tbe unforeseen
publication. This is not the first time (heartless Balfourhasresorted
to the same paltry trick. The othar choiceexample of Mr.Balfonr's
regard for truth is his Bcornful denial o' the fact thata man wassent
togaol for merely taking off his hat to Mr. Wm. O'Brien. Mr.
Balfourcannot laugh recorded facts, however,out of existence. The
story is inprintofficially. Tbe man who wasarrested and convicted
for this <% offence

"
was Mr.William Moore Stack, and theperron who

orderedhis arrest who oneknown as Cecil Roche.
Messrs. T. M. Healy and Dickson, M.P.s, as arbitrators in the

Drapers' estate dispute,have performed a feat which many might
think well-nigh an impossibility, They have made an award which
is describedaspleasing tobothpartiesin the controversy. Thedecision
was delivered on Saturday, November 22, in the Courthouse in
Magherafelt. The arbitrationwa* a somewhatsingularoneinasmnch
as though there were two oppositearbitrators, there was noumpire,
as at tbe outset the two chosen for the office agreed to agreeandnot
to differ. It is not often that matters of monetary dispute are
arranged in such ao amicable way as this ;but those who seek an
explanationof the abnormality will find it perhaps in the fact that
the principals in tbe dispute really wanted a friendly settlement And
not to perpetuateill-leelingor createmischief, like therich interloper
in thePonsonby estate. The Drapers' Company have proved them-
selves abright exceptionto the great body of the London Companies
who lord it over the Ulster estates. They acted most generously
from themoment thehint was thrown out inCourt that arbitration
might be resorted to in place of litigation. They closed on the sug-
gestion right off, appointing Mr. Dickson to act for them, while Mr.
Healy wasnominated asthe spokesmanfor the tenants. A very large
amount of arrearshad accumulated on the estate

—
as much through

the Company's own ill-management as through the tenants' fault
—

and these, by the terms of the award,arenowwipedoutto the extent
of about £17,000. The old judicial rental of the property was
£4,900 ; the awardnow fixes itat £3,600. Those tenants who were
evictedare tobe reinstated andallowed a half year's rent as a sola-
tium for their sufferings. The purchase terms will be arrangedon
the basis of the revised judicial rents;and it is creditable to tbe
Drapers' Company that they do not seek to make tbe tenantspay a
shilling by way of law-costs. The deciaion will immediately come
before theLand Commission for formal ratification. Why is it that
the principal is not adoptedelsewhere 1 What is there topreventany
ordinarily humane Government tellingsuch persons asOlphert, Smith-
Barry, Clanricarde and Co., that they must exhaust all reasonable
meansof settling' with their tenants before putting the expense of
their unholy exterminatingraids upon tbe taxpayers. There is noth-
ing— nothing save the wantof that which shouldbe anindispensible
qualification for the high function of Government

—
a solicitude for

tbe welfare andpreservation of the peoplewhose lives and fortunes
aregiven into its control.

The epilogueto Mr. Balfour's dread farce in Donegal came to an
end weekending November 22. We mean the frighful evictioncam-
paign of the destroyer Olphert. That scourge of Donegal has now
donehis work pretty effectually. He hasdone his levelbest tomake
a desert in Falcarragh. The armies of Attila sweeping over Europe
were not moredestructive in their way than theproportionateravages
of this hoary old hypocrite;and if the truth were knownthe bar-
biriana whom Attila led may have been more humane than tbe
emissarieaof Olphert who flung out under the drenching rain and tha
fierce Atlantic mid-winter blasts poor women weak from recent
childbirth and poor oldmen, blindand tottering, into the grave from
the weight of patriarchial years. This epilogue to Mr. Balfour's
famous play will lone; be memorable in Ireland from the horror of
its circumstances. It was carried out under natural conditions so
awful that the officer incommand of the well-fed andstrong-framed
Constabulary, ColonelMilling, thought it just topay a special tribute
to his men, when the "devil's work

'
was over, on their endurance

and good temper while going through tha fearful ordeal; What
must that ordeal have been to the half-famished, half-naked, feeble
peasants whom the old tyrant with a heart of lead flung out sub
Jove in the appalling weather of la6t week ? When it tried thenerve
andendurance of the men of the Royal Irish Constabulary, what
can we say of the devoted ladies from England who cameover to
witness the horror, andsaw it through from the opening to the close 1
Ireland ou?ht never to forget the services of those brave women

—
Mrs. and Mi9B Amos,Mips Borthwick, Miss Maud Gonne,and Miss
Mary Gonne ;andif we had suchan institution as aLegionof Honour
they wouldcertainly claim its highest decoration for their chivalrous
services inDonegal."

Marry in haste andrepent in leisure
"

is an old proverb which
might be applied to other fields of enterprisebesides matrimony. It
seems tobe especially applicable to the case of those misguided far-
mers whohavepurchased their holdings under the Ashbourne Act.
They will have plenty of leisure torepent during the forty-nine years
which must elapse before they get rid of the millstone which their
own handshave hung around their necks. Their only hopeof relief
lies in a makeshift

—
tha extension of theperiod of repentance ; but

this is denied them by the recent decision of the Land Commis-
sioners, keeping them to the letter of their bond as regards theperiod
for pajing the instalments of the purchase-money to the Treasury.
Several meetingsof these unhappy purchasers were held lately

—
the

largest oneat Kildare last Sunday. Those present weremostl/ men
who had purchased their farms froii the Dukeof Leinster. They had
taken their holdings at what must now be regarded as the exorbitant
figure of from17 to 20 years' purchase, and now they find themselves,
as a consequence of the disastrous period for agriculture through
which the country is passing, utterly unable to meet the instalments
taey have agreed to pay. If they would pay those instalments

—
many of them— hey must sell the implements and the stock neces-
sary for the workingof their farms ;and if they do notpay, out they
go,and they lo>e their all. The tenants oa this estate may bi said
to havepurchased their holdings under compulsion. Eviction was
staring them in tbe face, aud many of them wereseriously in arrear,
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