
Mr. William Hutchison, M.H.R., in the letter
to the Daily Times to which webave already re-
ferred, iays out rather a formidablecourse to be
pursued by oarnew Parliament. Speaking of the

demand and supply of labour, he says:"We shall relegate this
"deeper question '

to our coming Parliament. Its members will
certainly have tostrain theirenergies, crack their sinews, andallbut
break their heartsoverits solution,for,accordingtoCarlyle,

'
This that

they call the organisation of labour is the universal vital problem of
the world. It is the problem of the whole future for all who will
pretend togovern men.1

"
Itsounds funny enough to hear Buch acourse laid down for a Parliamentat Wellington. Have we,indeed,

been used to entertain such serious thoughts connected with that
assembly? Andyet Mr. Hutchison is right. The problem, the vital
problem,is there to be solved. The riddle of the Sphinx wa«notmore
fateful for those to whom it was proposed than itis for all ot us.—
What chance is there that evenour new Parliament, high as are the
expectationsformed respecting it, especially byits newMembers,can
solve it? Analogy, we are told, is the very gu.de of life. Alas,
analogy is against us. No Parliament that has ever sat in New
Zealand could settle the question. Wlut, indeed,have they made of
questions less important and far less difficult ? G«the likens the task
that fell to the lot of Hamlet, to anoak tree plantedin a china pot.
The idea is, withsomedefiance, perhaps,of the laws of arboriculture,
that the unstuntedoak wouldbreak tbe pot. Toe task would burst
up the weaklingundertaking it. A straining of energies,acracking
of sinews, and a breaking of hearts at Wellington— supposing Buch
anorgan to beat there— we may possibly witness. But let us hope
even against hope, or, pretend to do so, if that be any good. We
doubtif Mr. Hutchisonhimeeifdoes much more than that.

The members of oar new Parliamentare preparing
for theirmomentousassemblingat Wellington. And
we confess, the meetingof our new Parliament, our

labour Parliament, as at least itpresents itself to the imagination, can-
not failtobe interebting. What are the chancesthat itwillproveequal
to the workproposed for it? Will it help towardssolving the problem
suggestedby Dr. Parker'srevelation / In the late labour procession
inDunedin wenoticed a display that struck us forcibly as of evil
portent were it typical. Other such instances there may have been-
We donot know. Everyman's attention is caught by that which
most nearly concerns himself. Thecompositors andprintersmade an
imposing appearance, and prominent among their mottoes, was the
well known one "

The pen ia mighter than the sword." There was
not however,evenonesolitary representative of the pen to be seen.
Is the consideration of brain-work, therefore, tobe excluded from the
labour question and is everycalling to be viewed only with respect
to its mechanicalbranches ? Still eventheposition of the capitalist
the man who has bad the wit to acquire wealth, may require to be
duly considered if a true solution is tobearrivedat. Intheexistence
of the "mute ingloriousMilton"we have no very firm belief. We
hold that geniuj will out, and that braiaa, wherever they exiat,muet
make themselves known. They arc, lodeed, too rare and valuable a
possession to be permitted toremain useless inobscurity. We would
fainhope that some, at any rate, of our new Members are Miltons
cleaving their way to fame. We trust that the processionaldisplay
to which we havealluded wasnot typical in their regard, but that,
having brains themselves, they will beso placedas to give considera-
tion to the claims,not oaly of the hands but also of thehead, in the
question to be settled.

The Rev Dr. Parker, a light of the LondonNon-
conformists, declares that the England of genteel
poverty and genteel misery is darker eventhan the

realm describedby General Boothas "Darkest England. '—An adver-
tisement for a copying clerk at 2Gs a week, withinhis knowledge,
brought more than 2000 replies within four postal deliveries, a°nd
many of these were from university graduates. Qualified govern-
esses were walking the streetsnot knowing where the next crust of
bread would come from. An educated youta told him that he daied
not ask a slight increase to his pound a week, because 20 men were
Bitting on the office steps who woulddo all his work for half hie in-
come." But this is in great part theresult of the education system
as it now exists. Dr.Jessopp had already told us that it caused an
inflow from the country to the towns, the little learning obtained
giving birth to an ambition for a softer method of life. Dr. Parker
recommendb as aremedy that childrenshould bebrought up totrades.Iflthere, then, no danger lest these also become over-stocked1 We
"cc at least that in Dunedin it has been found desirable to propose
meansby which, when times areBlack, work may be provided for
tradesmen oat of employment. Undoubtedly the labour questioncon-
sidered inall itsbearings, not only as relates to handicraft but also
including head-work, presents many nice and difficult points for
settlement. Among them not tbc least important, or,possibly the
least difficult, is that .of bringing about duch a itate of mind,and
perhapsalso of body, among thjmultitude as will make rough occu-
pitions agreeable to more highly instructed people. The theory is
we know that the question settles itself, but such facts as those
quoted by Dr. Parker practically and completely overturn tbe
theory.

A cheap edition of the late Charles Kingaley's
famous romance, "Westward Ho!

"
has recently

been published. Ithas had anenormous circula
tion, and, as a necessary consequence, the doinga of the Spaniards in
South America havebeen again condemned far and wide withhorror-
It is unfortunately impossible that a tenth of the people who have
been misinformed in the manner alluded to will read Sir Arthur
Helps'" Life of Las Casas," in which they would find eet forth with
truth the action of the Catholic Church in endeavouring to repress,
rather than inco-operating with, the evil deeds of Spanish adven-
turers. What deeds of the Spaniards, however, could exceed someof
those established as having attendedon the expedition of Mr, Stan-
ley, committed by men who had enjoyed the privileges of the
Reformed religion and the tallblaze of enlightenment as ithad beeH
developedduring close upon four hundred years, and which still
must have disgraced the most ferocious Spaniard bred in the
darknessof the Sixteenth Century. Some reason, therefore, is there
to take Charles Kingsley's random and bigotted statements with
caution

—
as well as to modify the condemnation pronounced agauur

the Spaniards, lest it should reflect unfavourably on the British cm-liaation of the period.

lndh has been engaged ot late, ag, indeed, has
■ often been tbe case, in exposing a series of
impostors. Isit not Henry Kmgsley who, inone

of his unpleasantand rather silly books, mtroduces his readers toan
old lady who unites Evangelical principles to a devouring love of
horse-racing/ Truth, in his is=ue of November 20, introduces us in
real life to a gentleman of very similar tastee. The individual in
qutfltion is one Mr. James Butcher, secretary of an association bear-
ing the double title of

"
The Prayer Book Revision S ciety and Pro-

ttßtant Lecture Society," and whose chief work, aa l'ndh informs us
is tbe combating of " lioaaaibiiii,' lrlluences and tendencies." Mr.
Uutchcr appear! to be a m;iu of .>ppiu\ci jiuty and iv the

The Behring Sea dispute still wearsa somewhat
serious aspect. The United States and Cinada, so
far as reportedat the time at which we write,areat

luggcrbculs about it, Still, thereis the calm assurance that it will
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ment. The great question is certainly how much

" devil
"

shall we
se« before the matter is finally settled. Itwould be ill for us tobe
deceived. All has not ended with the collapse of the strikes in
New Zealand, and the victory of the U.S.B. Company. An eddy
hereand theremay ebbor flow ;some moresuccessful Mrs Partington
may repulse a lesser current with her mop. Bnt the tide still keeps
rising, andsooner orlater, it must reach its full. These strikes are
but froth lashed up at different points by accidental winds. They
may toll us somethingconcerning the existence and the nature of
the flood beneath, as well as ofthe mannerin which the wind affects
it. But they finally determinenothing. Successful or collapsedtheyleave the great question still to be settled.

discharge of his duties. The Rev.Samnel Wainwright, D.D.,called
by Iruth" aBoanerges of Protestantism," testifies tohis "undertone
of earnest moral purpose." Dr. Cranage, of Wellington, speaks of
him as "a man of just the right stamp for tbeae perilous times "—
considered perilous,we presume, with aneye towards the encroach-
ments of Rome. The Rev. Basil Duckett Aldwell, of Bouthsea, de-
cribes himas '"

conversant with the principles of the Reformation
and eloquent in his exposition of them." "The name of Pro-testantism," he adds, "burns in his heart." " While the Rev. J. B.
Waddington, of Clitheroe,praysdevoutly :— 'May theDivinebless-
ingmanifestly rest on thework^pf this laborious servant of Christ.''"Mr.Butcher, nevertheless,also followedmore sporting courses, and,
as Truth tellsus, persuadedoneof his friends that"certain promi-
nent lights of the Prayer BookRevision movement weredesirous of
supplementing the diffusion of Protestant principles by a system of
extensiveioperationsoa the turf." To make a long story short, this
light of anti-Romanising undertakings, by a pretence of operations
on the turf conducted by a betting syndicate of gentlemen

—
having

noconnection with anything of the kind, and,further, by quoting
the nameof an honest broker on the Stock Exchange who had no
real existence— swindled two friendsof his out of aconsiderablesum
of money. Evangelical pursuits and horse-racing, meantime, m»y
or may not go together band in hand. Henry Kingsley, if we
recollect aright,suggests that suck may be the case, andMr. James
Butcher givesus a practical proof that the combination,if not astill
worse one, really exists. What it is important for ub tonote is the
exposure that is oncemoremade of the kindof men— and thewomen
we know are not far behind them

—
who come forward and are

acceptedas exponents of the principlesof the
" Reformation" and

champions against Rome— both offices, wealso acknowledge, being
worthily filledby them. For somuch wearedebtors to Truth.

2

A BIGf
UNDERTAKER.

NICE JOINTS.

A SUGGESTION.

BOOM TO PAUSE.

AFAIBurKCJMBN

11 ITSO?


