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“ Reveral came to be cured of painful disesss; and 1 often
witnessed great relief afforded by him to people suffaring from various
affectiona and in some oases I was satisfied that psrmancent good was
effaciel by bis administration. Buch satisfactory reaults, on so large
& scamfPtoo, made bim the more esrnest in his purpose and gave the
recipient unbounded faith in his power : and the result, from such a
favourable combination of ¢ircums ances, conld not be otherwise than
beoeficial to the patient, Father Mathew possessed in a large degree
the power of animal magnetism, and I beliave that the paralytic
affection from which he suffered and which brunght his valuable life
to an untimely end was produced by ap undue expenditure of this
power. His nervous power wad lowered by imparting his bealth and
vigour to tLousands, I have often seen injurious results from such a
cause and have experienced thew in my own perswm, Cught not
this to endear bis mem vy t® us, and mora particalarly to those who
have received benefit from the exercise of his power {”

The doctor's theory is that the magoetic power controls and
directs the nervous power, thereby substituting a healthy for a
morbid action of the eystem, Upon this theory or priaciple
—whether it be sound or erronecus I offer no opinion—
Dr. Barter accounts for what he himself witnessed during
a pericd of some months at his establishment in Blarney, snd of
which many others were egually cognisant, I valae hia testimony
on thia sccount—that it furnishes the evidency of an iatelligent aud
unprejudiced witness as to the fact that, from whatever causs or
through whatever means or agency, Father Mathew did afford relief
to persons suffering from disease.

From a long letter, overflowing with gratitude to the memory
of Fatbher Mathew, writton by 8 man of pood character and credi-
bility, who states that he hid received his education in the school
which his benefactor had establisbed shortly after he commenced his
mission in Cork, I extract ihe following passage, merely adding that
I know the wniter to be that which I bave represented bim :—

*1 could tel! you of people that he cured, only it would occupy
too long, but I can teli you what happened to myself, My eyes got
very bad, and 1 waa afraid I was goiog to lose my sight entirely,
which would have brought me to ruin. [ was obliged to stay away
from my bueiness in the market I bacame so blind, so I said I wounld
go over to Cove street and see his reverence, which I did, I was so
bad that I got a boy to Jead me in the strects., Fatner Mathaw was
there before me, and was glad to sez me and shook hands with me, a8
he alwaya did ; he waa kind to simple and gentle, and there was no sort
of pride in bim st all. 801 told him how bad I was, and sure he saw
that, for be asked me how did I get so bad. I kmelt down, and ke
prayed for me and put bis hand on my head, aod made the sign of
the cross on my eyes, and he said it wouldn't signify, and that I
would be well shortly ; and eure I was for I walked home withou:
the boy helping me and I was ae well as ever that day. [ brought
my wife to bim another day and he cured her of a sore hosom, as all
the n ighbours know.”

Nov only were thoss afflicted with bodily ailments br-ught to
him, but those likewise who suffered from mental infirmity. A youn:
man was being taken by his friends to the Lunatic Asylnm of Cork,
and the treatment which he received at their hands was not pueh as
to improve b8 condition, Bound on a car, his limbs tied with cords,
and his bead exposed to tke 1aya of a fisres sun, he waa thus being
conveyed to *the asylum, when the conductors conzeived the 1dea of
firet takiog him to Fatber Mathew, The idea was fortunately acted
upon, and they turned the horse’s head towards Leuenagh, Father
Mathew's beart was filled with compission at the spectacle of a
human being bound like a wild beast, uttering stravge cries, and
foaming at the mouth, He spoke tu bim kindly and gently, and
thus sootbed his chafed spuit; and he then desired hia friends to
loose the cords that bound him and to proteet his head from the sun.
Tbe effect of the kind voiee, the guntle words, and the soothing
touch was marvelous upon the patien!, who had snff 'red violont par-
oxysms shor ly before, Thbe poor fellow recogniscd Father Mathew,
in whose power to serve him he seemed to hive coufiience, aad he
promised that 1f he were brought bome he wounld do everyihing that
he was asked to do; snd upon Fatber Mathew's intercession be was
brought back, instead of belng placed in the Asyviam. Ioa monih
atterwaids « fine, brndsome young man, well dressei an i well man-
nered, came to Lehenagh to return thanks for * what he had done
for him.”

Another case which 1 shall mention was that of a young girl
from Macroom, who was brought to im by her parenis, who werc
airaid that she woula die of starvatiin, as she had obatinately refused
1o eat anything for » number of days or 1o uttter a single word, Her
head was eeriously fFected and sh- coull not sleep, she wis taken
three times to Kather Mathew Through the firat visit some frood
was effceted, and wfier the tuird visit she was parfect!y restored to
her natural appetite and aleep. Before she left Lehenagh she ate and
drank what was offzted to her and spoke ratweally and withont
reluctance,

Another gir], whose han 1s were tigatly clenched, snd the nails
of whose finvers were buried in the fush of her palms, was also
brought to him by her parents, For weeks she had been in that
condition ; avd though the pbysicians who had bLeen consulted
endeavoured 10 cpen her hands, they tried 1 vamn.  “ Allow me,
my dear,” said Father Mattew, in his winning voice ; and taking
her band 1m Lis, and gently unluckiog and caivudiog her lagers, he
brought 1t into 118 natural form  This was a cass of pure hysteria

affecting the himbs, such a8 is frequently seen in the hospitala.

Cases such us these—which will be secount d for ia various

- gaye—cenfirmel the people 1o tha belief 1n hus power to cure.

when h: was asked by members of his family, or by hia more
mnmate frends, how he coul 1 Limself acconat for some cures which
were too putent to be denied or coubted, hig invanable reply was—
* It s faith- the great faith of the people,”

To Father Mathew’as own words, spoken in Dublin in the year
1840, 1 wouid refer the reader—thive words neing an authealic
expo-ition of bis ideas and fechinga on thig delicate subjest,

T sball conclude my allusion to it with the mention of an

appropriate fact—that in accordance with the time-honoured custom
of praying nt the graves of holy men who had besn remarkable for
the sanctity of their lives, numbers of people—most of them afflicted
with ailments of varions kinda—-gonstantly come to pray at the
tomb of Theobald Mathew, The sexton of the cemetery relates
many instacces of relie! belng obtained or cares beicg effocted
through visits to his grave, One thing is certain—that people who
entered ag cripples snpported by cratches have left their cemtches
instde the railing of the tomb and returned without aid or assistance
to th:ir homes, Votive offeringa of this description have been fre-
quaently found ip the same place, but bave been invariably removed
by order of the clergy man to who the charge of the cemetery belo g8,
I mention the factof such visits being made aad of such teatimonies
beiug offered by pilgrims to the tomb of Father Matbew as an
evidence of that belief in his holiness snd sanctity which existg—and
which, no doubt will long continue to exist—in tha minds of &
grateful and religious people,

FATHER DOMINIC, C.P.

——

(Liverpool Catholic Times, November 28,)

THE cause of the beatification and canonisation of Fathar Dominic of
the Mother of God, Passionist, of which the Rav. Pias Davina, Q.P. ot
Monnt Argas, Dablin, is the poatnlator, is at present before the Roman
Curia, Fatoer Dominic, who introduced the Congregation of the
Pasgion into England —an event, the foreknowledge of which was
divinely communicated to the founder, 8t, Paul of the Oross—was g
poor shepherd boy, born near Viterbo, not far from Rome, Possessed
of gromt natural talents and exalted virtues, he becams one of the
principal men of light and leading ia the religious body to which he
became sttached, and, after a laborious missionary career, died st
Beading on the 2Tth of Auguet, 1849. It was ha who received
-ardinal Newman into the Church. The eminent OQratorian thus
relates that historie incident 1n his # Apologia ™ : * One of my (riends
at Littlemore had been received into the Courch on Michaelmas Day,
at the Passionist house at Aaton, near Btone. by Father Domigie, the
Buperwor., Atthe beginning of Qctober the latter was passing throngh
London to Belgium ; and, as I was in some perplexity what steps to
take tor being received myself, I assented to the proposition made to
me that the good prest should take Littlemore in his way, with the
view to his doing for me the same churitable service as ha bad dona
for my friend. On October the 8th I wrote to a number of friends the
fullowing letter :—Lartlemore, October 8th, 1845 : I am bhig night
exp:ctivg Father Domi .ic, the Passionist, who, from his youth, haa
b eu led to bave distinct and direct thoughts, first of the countries of
the North, then of Kngland. After thirty years’ (almost) wailing, be
was without his own act gant here, But he hap had littla t6 do wilk the
convermons, [ gaw him here for a fow minutes on 8t, John Baptist’s
Day last year. He is a simple, holy wan, and withal gifted with
remarkable powers.” Ho did muwssi.nary work 1 England and Ire-
land from 1842 uctil his death, There must be some still living who
remember him and can bear evidence 1o his virtues and zaal, They
are requested to correspond with the Rev. Piug Davine, C.P., 8t.
Paul's Retreat, Mount Argus, Dablin, The life of Fatber Domigie
has been written by Father Devine, who propoaes briaging i} out next
Juoe, He will be going to Bome in January, It is expected that the
cause of Father Dominic, at present in the preliminary stage, will b
formally introduced about three months hence, when he wil) be
declared venerable,

CARDINAL MANNING ON GENERAL BQOTH'8
PL AN,

—— -

Hr1s EMINENCE CARDINAL MANNING, in aninterview with a repregen-
tative of the Laverpool Catholic Ffimes, made a most important etate-
ment on the subject of Geaeral Booth's scheme,

Asked what was his opinion of the proposal, his Eminence, in
the first place, guarded what he had to say by resiricting ic entiraly
10 1he social aspect of the question. There was no discnssion on the
Salvation Army as & religious and missionary agency, and all that
was gaid bore only upoo the proposed plan of a grest campeign to
rescue from their sufferings the helpless thousands of * Darkest
Kngland,’

Tonching vhe first portion of General Booth's baok, his Eminence
sad that be telt qurte surs the General's fac's aad figares as to the
extent of the existing misery were not exaggerated, that they were
if suything withia the truth, aod tnen the Cardinal went oo to iy :—

** 1 bave no words to express the indignant impatiencs with which
I have for years regarded tbe refusal of the authorities to acknowledge
the existence of the enormous misery suffered by the families of
honest workingmen, especially in winter, through want of employ-
ment. Beyond this periodical misery there is the perpetual degrada.
tion and consequ:nt suffering of the helpless, the wasthless, 1the
victous, the criminal, wiio neveirtheless ought not by a Christian
people and in & Christian land to be lelt uncared for by the rich and
by responsible authorities.

“General Ranth's nlan," the Cardina! continucd, “is & resvlute
effort tosave the lost, and as such is worthy of all sympathy, The
many schemes be proposes will ba assalled and obstructed as transient
patlia.ives, but by them multitudes may be saved, and a part of the
reme Jy is better than a beariless refusal to help the lost,”

With reference to the sterevtyped criticism on ench a schema
that the gralual progressof rocrety will in due Lime solve the dtfﬁ:ulty
and that such \bhings are best left Lo the operation of natara! laws the
Cardinal=awd . * 1 look upon the tbeury that society will in the end
ahsorb ali the unemployed to be & crusl mockery. [t can only be
accompligned 10 & generation, ¢ven 1f then ; 1o the mesawhile men,
wome. and children w1ll die by huodreds of thousands n extreme
misery. The isaw of God condemns guch a heartless policy, I there.
fore wish General Booth's work all suc cess.”



