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THE PIGOIT PLUT.

——————
(Sydoey Freeman's Journal.)
BRFORE we open up 'hachapter of Pigott’s writings and doings in the
service of the encmies of the Irish canse and its leader (says Davitt
in the Ladewr World), we will summarise the facts we haye estab-
lished, and the charges we have explicitely made against the
employera of  Bed Jim,” the Doblin Cas‘la apy.

My, Davitt points out that M'Dermott, after going aboua# in Dab-

in advocating dynamite and a policy of violence, was next fonnd in
Cork, where he attended & meeting of five or six men, and proposed
the blowing up of the Government stores in Cork Harbour., Ha gave
money toa man named Fatherston, and to another namad Deagy,
for the purctass of explosives ; that he gave Deasy a recipe for the
menufacture of nitro glycerine ; that he sent Deasy with explosives to
Liverpool, with & note to & man named Flanigan, which was signed
in M‘Dermott’s writing, * Fatherston ; " that these three men were
arzested, tried, and sentenced to p:nal eervitude for life, for the pos-
session of dyosmite furnished by M‘Dermott.

M*Dermott vext proceeded to London, and, by similar means to
those resorted to by him in Cork, succeeded in securing the arrest of
men with whom ke had plannad dynamite outrage for the blowing
wp of the House of Commons and other Government boildinga,

MDermott, in a letter to O'Donovan Rossa on the 3rd April,
1888, was told, over his own name, the part which he played in the
Cork, Liverpool, and London dynamite plota,

M‘Dermott tried to organise in Paris similar dynamite con.
spiracies, aud ia that city be cashed a draft of 50,000 franes, payableto
him under the name of % Bobert Nunan,” for the work which he had
done for Dublin Castle in Cork, Liverpool, and London,

Bhort y alterarriving in New York in Juoe, 1883, he was sent to
Oanada by orde-s of Mr. Hoare, the present British Consul in New
York, tocarry on & dynamite agitation in the Dominion, and that
money from Mr. Hoare was given him for that purpose.

Mr, Hoare 1equested Mr. Jenkinson, of Dublin Castle to write to
the Canadian Government to obtain its permission for Mr, M‘Der-
mott to perform the work which he was sent to perform, which per-
mission the Canadian Governmeet peremptorily refused,

M'Dermott endeavoured, while in Montreal, Toronto, Quebec
and other Oavadiao cities, to entice Irishmen into dynamite plots, as
he hagd snc:eeded in doing in Cork, Liverpool, and London,

After his fhght from New York, he wag arrested by the orders of
Mr, Jenkinson, and taken before he stipandary magistrateia Liver-
pool, with the in ention of deceiving the magistrate and the publis,
a.l?d especially the Irishmen of Liverpool, as to the real character of
the spy.

Althongh be was atrested on the charge of complicity ia the so-
called conapiracy at Corlk, he was ultim stely spirited away from the
lWa]tham Gaol by an agent of Mr. Jenkiuson and taken 1o Bwitger-

and.

From that time until now he has been in receipt of the Secret
Bervice money for the work be has done for Dablin Castle and the
Intelligence Department of the Home Office,

We have also introduced the ease of John Daly and James Egau,
who were tried at the Warwick Assizes on Angust 1, 1884 ; and we
have proved, oo the testimory of Alderman Manton, of Birmingham,
and toe admiseions of the Chief of Police of that city, that the bumbs
found upon the prisoner Daly, and for the possession of which he was
scutenced to penal servitude for life, were given to him by an agent
of the Royal Irish Constabulary,

Mr, Hoare, the Hritish Consul in New Yurk, has attempted to
“bla#” ue with an indignant denial of our statements. We bave
isgued a challenge to Mr. Hoare to instruet bis legal representatives
in London to proceed agninst the ZLabour Wourld for libel, and to
vindicate himself in & Court of Law from the allegations we have
made against him. To thia challeage we have received no reply.
Mr, Hoare contents himself by eaying “ he leaves toe metter to Govern-
ment,” Very well, we invie the Homs Goverameut, whosver or
whatever that expression means to act as hia snbstitute, and to put
to the test of a judicial proceeding tha tratn or otherwise of fhe
charges we bave made azainst him and other Governmenr officiale,

Richard Pigott was of obscure origin, His father wasa native
of the County Meath, Pigott genior made bis way to Dublin, where
be wus lor some lime employed as a clern 10 the ffice f the Tablet,
8 pub.ication then edited by the late Frederick Lucas, 1hs eldes
Pigott was at one period in the service of a Givernm -nt contract bR
oamed Parcell, who, pievions to the year 1840, undertook the con-
veyance of the Irsb mails from Dublin to the prowinces, Gearge
Pigott, the fatber of Richard, next obtained a posmtion on tha siuff
of a newspaper called the Menitor, then pubhsied in Lower Abbey
street, Dublin, npon premises subseqaently veenpied by the Nafion.

It was afier 1he foundation of the Nafion, in 1842, that Richard
Pigo t maile bis dedut in the bumble 7ole of un office boy,

Pigott's after position of editor aud proprietor of the Trishman
and the Flag of Jreland newspapers, the repited organs of the
pbysical force party, gave : im exceplional opportunities of learning
whatever “ secrets ™ helonged 1o the revolntionary bodies. Trougn
never an entrolied Fenian, it was generally believed that he was
either a member of the Supreme Council, or, at least, one of *he lead-
ing lighte of the secret organisation. He encouraged this belief
when speaking or writing to memb-ra or subordicate officers, in order
to be mad. tue repositury of a coufidence which he could turn to no-
eount as opportumity might offer. On one oecasion the snm of £600
reach.d bim from America for the families of rmprisoned Feninus,
He inseried an acknowiedgment of the moaey ia ke Irishman, and
bad a small number of copies struck  ff which represented the number
of subsciibers to che paper in 1he city from whence the mo ey came,
and he tben had tre ackoowledgment taken out, and the whole weeks'
edition of tae piper printed withou: a word appearing about the
large sum havivg come into his hands,

Pigott was perfectly impartial in hin scheming and thieving,
He found revolutionists and constitutionalists trusting or using him,
and he made them pay for the attention he bestowed opon them,

When the late Mr. Isaac Batt founded the Home Rule movement
Pigott subjected him and maoy of his colleagues to & systematie
blackmailing. He threatened them with the active opposition of the
F-nian organisation, declating that if he was not relieved from bhia
p:;uniary difficnltiea he wonld be compelled to make terms with
others,

The father of the Home Rule movement, a great lawyer though
he was, fell an easy victim to the practised schemer, and frequently,
when Mr, Butt, who was himeelf alwaya poor, had not many pounds
to spare, he wonld share with tais unconscionable rogue, who knew so
well how to play upoa the innate goodness and generasity of the last
of Ireland’s great lawyers. From the very incaption 0f the Land
League Pigott became its underband and opeh eaemy.

Meanwhile the Land League was growing in influence and
pawer, Membera of Parliament were charged with helpiog them-
selves liberally out of the Leagne treasury, and so on, the ohject of
these calumnious statements being to sow distrust in the piblie mind
a6 to the honesty of parpose of the leaders of the Leagua,

Pigott was not slow to avail himself of the means which this line
of attack «ffered to his blaskmailiog practices, He wrate ta Mr,
Egan informing him that two strangers, whom he suspected of being
emissaries of Dublia Caatle, had called upon him, and had offered bim
a sum of £500 if he would publish a certain document in the JrisA-
#an, which was to be zn copess of the squandering of the moneys of
the Leagae, This letter of Pigiti's was read during the Parnell Com-
mission, It was from this correspondeace batween Pigatt and Mr.
Egan we may date the origin of the conspiracy which eventuated in
the publication of '* Paroellism and Crime,” It was, likewiae, as if
in poetic retribution, from the letters written by Pipott on this
oceasion and shortly afterwards, when the ZFrishmazn was sold to
Mesgss, Parnell and Ezan, that the authorship of the forged latters
wag first discovered by Mr. Patrick Egan,

The plot for the moral assassination of the Land League and its
leaders, which ¢ the two agenta of Dublin Castle attempted to set
going in February, 1881, with the aid of Richard Pipoltt, was not
abaudoned, as the history of the Parnell Commission recards,

No sooner had Pigott disposed of his papers in the ill-advised
purchase of them by Mesars, Parnell and Egan in Angnst, 1881, than
he began to put into exeontion the schema of defamation which had
been suwgested to him by Dublin Castle in the Febraary previous,
Pigott was either the inspiration or the anthor of many of the
attacks made upon the Land Leagne for its falsely-alleged ideutity
with ontrage and malversation of foods which appeared in leading
landlord and Tory organain Dablin and London from 1881 to the
publication of  Parnellism and Orime,” And it is only right to aay
that, yeass previone to the appearance of these libels in the Zimer,
articles similar in character were contributed by Richard Pipott to
Buch papersag the Dublin Frepress, the (Dublin) Standard |8t James's
Gasette, Eeoning News, Morning Post, the (Flobe, society jouruals
like Vanity Fair, and other orgaus of anti-Irisi opinion. From
December, 1881, down to the time in 1885 when Houston amployed
bim to write an enlarged edition of the pamphlet, ** Parnellism,” and
commissioned him to proceed to New York, Pigott kept up a ceape-
less attack upen the League and the Irish leaders in the colomns of
the ahove papers,

In 1883-4, during the excitement caused by the dynamita out-
rages whieh, as we have s1own, were organised by James
M‘Dermott, who was in the pay of Mr. Jenkinson, of Dublin Castle,
Pigott may b= said to have b-en * the dynamite editor " of the S,
James's Gazefte and 1he Evening News (now the Freening News and
Fost). Articles and notes traciag the dynamite agitation to Land
Leagne p.licy, attacks npon Mr. Parnell aod the more prominent of
bis lientenants, denunciations of Mr, Gladstone's Government for the
extension of the Franchise to Irelsnd were regularly contributed by
Pigott to the above London papers,

On the 10th uf D:cember Pigott received from the Standard
£11 162 31 for comtribution up to date. On the 24h of the same
mouth, £20 ; on the 23rd March, 1882, a farther sum of £11 11s;
while so la‘e as October 1, 1885, a letter wag sent to Pigott from the
Hrening Standard explaining that some information inserted from
Dublin was ' indep-ndent of tha report sent by you,”

Mr, F. MEENAN, King street, reports :—Wholesale pricse—Oats :
I 44 tolv 631 (bacs extra), gool demani, Wheat : milling, 33 3d to
338d; fowls', 32 3d—laiter firm, sacks included, Chaff: Market
bare—&£2 51 to £2 10s; hay, oaten, £3 ; best rye-grass, £3, PBran,
£2 10s Pollard, £3 10+, Potatces, oid, none in market ; new, 4s per
ewt. Fiour : roller, £10 to £10 153 ; stone, £9 63 to £9 258, Fresh
batter, very plentile), valae from 4d to 7d ; salt, nominal, for prime,
6d. Eggs, 0d. QOatmesl, in 25.b bags, £9,

A oumber of relicy of the House of Stuart, which wers shown
at the Stuart Exhibition, were sold on Monday at Howell’s, A heart-
shaped reliquiry containing a lock of the hair and a portrait of Mary
Queen of Sooty fetched 60 guineas; a locket with the portrait of
Prinez Charles Edward at the age of one year, 86 gnineas ; and &
pair of silver slezve liaks belongicg !o the sama ill-fated prince, 82
guineas,

A pumber of Ministers of the D. R. Charch, now in Synod in
Cape Town, tock a triy by rail to Stellenbosch. Among them waa the
Rev. A. P. Krial, with Mra, Kriel and their three-year-old boy. After
the train had sometime left Durban Roal S ation the door of the
compartment in which the Rev. A. P. Kriel was suddenly flaw open,
asd Master Kriel, who, it appears must have fumbled with the ban-
dle, fell out of the train, The distracting cries anmn sigaals of both
i ther and friends to both engine.driver and guard to stop the train
were unaviiling, and the father snbs-quently falt bimself compelled
to procesd along the fuotboards of the compartments 1o the front of
the train, where be at 1sst succeeded in getting the driver to stop. The
circumstances of the case baving been exp!ained, the train slewly put
bick to enable a search to be made for the unlucky little passenger,
Afier the train had put back they found the yonngster toddling
towards it and calliog most lustily, % Pa, I have ron to meet the
train.” The youngster was wholly uninjured, to the great joy of
tather and mother.—8outh African paper,



