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Before leaving the gronnd they gave hearty cheera for all who had
asgisted in providing for them such a happy holiday, and for Fathers
Mahoney and Landaur and the Sisters. The Yery Rev, Father
Msahoney made a few remarks telling the girls that their thanks were
due in the first place to the'liberality of the public who had subscribed
#0 genercusly for their picnic, and in the sccond place to Mr. M,
Hunt, through whose fastrumectality the subscriptions wers abtained.
About seven o'clock the homeward ride was commenced and the
many eongs sung by the girls on their way to town gaveevidence
that happiness reigmed,

AX opening for Ruseian Jewe, expelled from their own country,
wonld seem to exist in Bouth Africa. A committee of the Dutch
Reformed Church reports baving assisted one of their cumber who
bad been converted—converted to what we cannot exactly say, for
we are not fally informed a3 to what a reformed Dutchmsn —espe-
¢ially a Boer—may be. The committee further reports that more
Jews have of late been converted than formerly—again a rather in-
defipite pronouncemest, the number or sverage of such former con-
versions not being stated. We may, however, conclude perhape that
the condition of certain Jews is more oecessitous than it was in
former years.—Meantime, there is an opening for Ruesian Jews to
become reformed Dutchmen if they wiil, There appears, neverthe.
less, to be some rearon to doubt their good will in the matter. A
rev, member of the Dutch Heformed Bynod, for instance, expressed
his opinion that it would be best to dissolve the Jews' commuttee,
and turn their thoughts to tbe conversion of M.hommedans, What
are the chances that the Dutch Reformed Church will gain a large
accession of proselytes from either people !

Proressor Max MULLER recommends that all the lapguages
now spoken throughout the world—in number, we believe, ahout 2000
—should be silenced with the exceptivn of four, nsmely, English,
Freoch, German, and Italian or Bpanish. But might not the phono-
graph be brought into use in the choice? Much beart-burniog and
contention, no doubt, would be aroused by an attempt to put the
proposal 1o practice—as Professor Muller seems, in fact, to recognise.
Every one wouald fight for the retention of his own particular tongue,
and would claim it as the best, But:f the difference could be shown
in plain black and white, the mattvr shonld become more simple, The
phonograph can be ntiliecd to skow the manner in which the air is
affected by sound, Wesaw it the other day here in Donedin—a
regnlarly marked line for an organ note and a violently jagged sort
of u line for quite a common sentence in Epglisk, Why, therefore,
should not every labgoage he tested by the phoncgraph, so that it
might be ascertained which approached nesrest to mua.c? Lhe musical
toogue is that which bas always beer held in most 2steem ; that
therefore, which should be selected in preference. Professor Max
Muller proposes for preservation the * most eiMsient mstenment of
communication,” But thet 18a s.rdid 1dea, cut of keeping with aa
astbetic age. Lot the phonograph, we say, decide the matter.

IN ®t, Mary's Cathedral, Wellington, on Sunday last (saysa local
daily of the 14th 1nst), was commenced the ceremony of the forty
hours’ Adoration, and the cergmony was continued on Monday and
yesterday mornings. Solemn High Mass was cclebrated oa Buoday,
in the presence of His Grace the Archbishop, by the Very Rew.
Father McNamira (Vicar-Gazeral), as.isved by the Rov PFather L-
Menant des Chesnais (deacin), the Yery Rev, Father Kerngao (sub-
deacon), aud the Rev. Father Power, Master of Cercmonies,  The
altar was magoificently decorated, it being hned with ¢rimsos hang-
ings and beautified by quantities of natural Howers and largs numbers
of candles, Toere was a large eongregation present,  The music was
rendered by the Cathedralfeboir nnder Mr, Macdutt Boyd, Moairt's
Firat Mass was sung very cff :etivaly, anl after the prosessisn of the
Blesged Buzrament the Litaay ol the Sunts wag remdered, Ia the
evening, Vespers, His Grace the Archbishop preach:d an eloquent
sermon on the Blesse! Sacrament. bis remarks bone lListene 1 1o with
wrapt attention, On Monlay moroiog Mass was again celebrated at
8 o’clock by the yRev, Father Le Menant des Chesnas, who was
assisted by tbe Very Rev. Fatber McNamara (deacon) and the Very
Rev, Father Kerrigan (sub-deacon), The music was rendered by the
Bigters of Mercy, and consisted of Concone s Masg, and at the o 'rtory
% Jesu Doloris Victima.” After the elevation, * Ave Verum " was
sung. Adoration war eontinued doving the day, and tbe church was
visited by a large number of the faithinl, Toe Mass of Deposition
was begun yesterday morming, tke celebrant being the Very Rew.
Father McNamara. (deacon) Rev, Father Doberty, (sab-ieacon)
Very Rav, Father Kermgan,  Tha usual procession of the Blessed
Sacrament took place, 1u which the different confraternities took part.
The music was again renderei by the Sisters of Morey, and was the

same a3 on Monday night,

THE half-yeally mecting of St. Patrick's Diaoch, H.A.C.B.&

(says the Weliington Poy ob the lith inst), was held at the Marist |

Brothers' echoolroom last aight, Bro. G, Bradley (President) in the

chair. Tha election of officers for the ensning eix months resnlted
as follows :-~President, Bro. J. Stratford ; Viee-President, Bro. K.
Daly ; Treasurer, Bro. M, B:han; Becretary, Bro. W. J. Graot ;
Warden, Bro. J. Clancy ; Guardian, Bro. T. Burke; Bick Visitora,
Bros. P, Morris, J. Claney, T. O’Brien, and W. Feeney ; Auditors,
Bros. T, Burke and J. Curry ; Medical Attendant, Dr. Cabill, A vote
af thanks was given to the retiring officers. It wasz decided to act in
copjuncticn with the juveoile branmch in holding a concert om 8t,
Pa rick’s Night, and a committee was also appointed to consider
and repart as to the mannet in which the holiday shall be spent,

MATTERS in Tretand gzew to continne much as they were. The
situation 18 moat unfortunate--bumiliating to everyone in sympathy
with the National movewment, agd injurions to the causs,

TEE attitude of Bir W, ¥. Harcourt is probably that whiah,
under the prese.t circumstances, most of us would also prefer. 8ir
Wiliism is reported to have written a letter in which he declares
that © he prefers the comfort of his own fireside to political activity
juat at pre«ent,” Decidedly, when political activity involves vexa-
tion and confusion ecough to drive & man haif-mad, a qalet firesida
offers 1nfiiite attractisas, M:n, however, why have nailed their
colours o the mnast must go tarough with it, whatever they have to
face. Lwt us for oice take as our own the brag of our Anglo Saxon
brother ani refuse to acknowledge defeit antil we bars sacured the
victory. Not, of eours2, thit we wonld accuse our Aunglo-Saxoen
brather of making a bull. We reserve our Hibernian privilege in
addition to what we borrow from bim. #:r William Harcourt may
toas his to¢s in the agshes, but Irish Natiinalists must weather the
storm, keeping their wits abosut them, and their ¥ hair on.”

MR. STEAD parr .tes the eff :ct produced on the late Canon Lid-
don by a visit which he induged him to make to & Salvation Army
meeting The Canon bitterly contrasted the cendition of his own
Church, in whrss advamtages and complete pos-ession of the truth hae,
aevertheless, professed a strange contilence, with what he witnessed,
"“We could not get such m:n to St Paal's,” he said. And great
indeed is the guilt of & religious systew that bas driven the poor out
10 seck for heavenly eowfort and peace in fanaticism and spasmodic
escitement. The contrast to the Catholie Uhuarch is also remarkable,
8he has aiways beea the Church of the poor, Nay, her enemiea
reproach her with the ignorance and poverty of the masses who throng
ber shrines, The filehity of the poor, not proved as yet, nor, as we
are convinced, ever to be proved, to the Salvation Army, is certainly a
valid test of where the Guspel of Clirist is 1o be found.

TrE retirement of Sir Willlam Fi'zherbert from the Beakerabip
of the Loyislative Council 13 vory mach to be regretted. Sir William
Fitzherbert joins to hgh a tainmeants, truly ibzral prioeiples, and
statesmaclike qualities of great abiuty. la th: position filled by
bim he nvariably performed bis duties in o maoner alike creditable
tobims-If, wortsy of the coloty 1n whose legislature he hold so exalted
a place, aud ben ficial t3 the communiyy, Sir Wilham's retirement
13 the more to be regretted sioce it 13 =ail to be caused in some degtes
by delicacy of health. Humour is busy, meantime, with the names
of gentlemen lovked upon as hkely to succeed to the vacsnt offfce-
The name of Bir Maurico O'Rorke, late Speaker of the House of
Representatives, 13 especially promin- ne o the matter, and!there is no
doubt that should the w=ppan ment be thos made, as expected, it
would be most appropriately bestowed,

His ExcELLExeY the Governnr sppears to bave said what he
oupht 10 have sud 10 unening the Sciene: Congress in Christeharch
the other day, He waagrest on secalansm, though we may hope he
would not have been quite 93 much #) ti he coald help himseli. We
may however, perhaps, admit that Lord Onslow has genunine pity fof
nursery-maide. Hs contrasted education here and at Home,  Here,”
he said, *1t is without direet cst t3 the parents, who are relieved of
the charge of the children during the troublesome years of infaoey,
and who, by leaving tnem at school! duriog riper years, obtain for
them somcrhing more than educativa which is elementary.”—Perhaps,
indeed, they obtain more than they hargain for. His Excellency,
meantime, when he gocs Home stoul: mak: a good all-round Tory.
He turns off clap-trap casily, and that 13 about al his party cau
hornestly require of biw.

Messra Burton Brothers, Princes 8t Dunedin, are taking their
. unrivalled portraits at unprecedentelly low prices. Thefirm'srepuia.
tior as photographers is well known.

Bracke's monkey brand srap for all cleanging purposes, except
washing clothes, cannot be equalled, In every other respect house-
i wives will find 1t indwspensable, No dirt can stand before it,

A company has been organieed to comstruct a ship canal to
I connect Brussels with the sea,

One of the daughters of Mr., Burnand, the editor of Punck, bids
; fair to gain digtinction as a dramatic authoress,




