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Wool.-—~The eecond of the series of Dunedie wool sales com.
menced at the Chamber of Commerce Hall on Thursday, January 8
aod continned on Friday, catalogres comprising abont 6300 bales.
With a0 excell nt attendance of buyers, both New Zealand and
foreign, competition for certain classea wsg spirited, the demand being
¢ehiefly for ligbt, fine crossbred and bhalfbreds; merino and heavier
wools being neglected, Altogether. prices obtained should be saiis-
factary 1o wrowers, Nexteales open ou 29th of the present month,

Sheepskine.—Bmall catalogues only are being offered—chiefl
pelte and dried country skins, For all lots there is a fair demand

Quotations are—for woolled crossbreds, 3s 94 to 6s; do do merino,
Bs 4d to 5s 6d ; dry pelts. 4d to 1s 3d; green do, 1s 2d to 1a 84 ;
lambekivs, 1a 2d to 1s 10d.

Rabbitskine.—Only small lots are ccming to hand, most of them
infericr quality, in fact little business i being done, low season skins
being from 44d to 93d ; euckers and half-grown, 1§ to 3d per Ib,

Hidea.-— 1bere is no change to report, the local trade taking all
hides comipg forward at—bhest ox 24t to 231; extra heavy, 8d;
wediom, 24 to 23d ; light, 144 to 144 ; +lippy and inferior, 1d to 14d
per 1b,

Tallow,—There is good demand for all parcels coming to store.
FPrime repdered mutton, 193 to 20s ; medinm to goed, 163 to 183 ; in-
ferior to mixed, 128 61 to 15« 6d. Ruugh fat is also quickly disposed
of ; for best mutton caul, 135 to 14s; inferior to mediom and good,
108 10 123 94d per cwt,

Grain.—There is no change to report in this from last week. and
quotations may b+ repeated. Wheat : B-st Tuscan 33 94 to 3a 11
mediom ta grod, 89 6d to 38 7d; brut Ted wheat, 33 6d to 3s 6d
medium 33 4d to 38 54 ; broken, inferior, and rus‘y, 23 6d to 3-3d
(ex store). Oets: Prime millicg (bright «nd stont} 18 544 to 1s 5§d ;
best sbort bright feed, 1s 54 to s 541 ; medium, 1s 4d to 1= 43d ;
inferior and rusty, 1s to I8 33 ; good Danish, 1 4d to ls 441 (-x
store, sacks extrs). Barley : For prime malting, 25 6d to 2+ 91;
medium to good, 25 3d to 29 6d ; feed and milling,1s 9d 10 25 2d ;
{ex store).

Graes Beed,.~ Inquiry is made for large parcels of machine-
dressed rye-grass, but at no advance on prices given last w ek,
Quotaticns : Best machine-dressed ryegrass seed, 48 34 to 4s 94 ;
farmers’ best dreaced, 3ato 3s 6d ; medium, 2a 8d to 26 9d (ex store) ;
cockalnot seed, withtlittle demand, 4d to 434 per 1b,

Potatoee.~-Bupplies of unsalesble sorts are plentiful, while good
lots are cuming 10 somewhat more freely than a werk ago,
prices in consequence having receded slightly. Ioferior, £3 5d to
24 ; best, £5 108 10 £6.

Cbaff.—Consignments are readily disposed of, at say, for best
oaten, well-screened, and cut, 428 6d to 45s; extra good, 47s 6d ;
inferior to medium, 30a to 40s per too,

CATHOLIC MISSIONARIES IN NEW GUINEA.
— -

(Melbourne Advocats.)

THE Cattolic missicnaries in New Guinea are oot in the habit of
advertising themselves and their lebours by making frequent appeals
to the colemies for support, accompanied by itouching tales of the
privations they are oblized to endure in striving to convert the
beathen. They prefer to leave such pr ceedings to others, whase
tact and energy in tha parrienlar hoe of bu<iness is very inade fquately
requited by 1he results of their labours in 'he misvion field. QOoe of
the enns: quences of the modesty of the Catholic Fathersisthat their
co-rehigioniste here rarelv obrain a rclsble 1 formation of therr
missionsry success:s, Uccasionly, bowever, inform ition of a grati-
fyiog character resctes ue, and usvally from urexpected quarters,
In 1be anouval report of the Administrator for British New Guinea,
Bir Wilham Mascgregor, whegelanti-t'atbolic frelisga are well known.
aaye ;—* All the stations of the tociety of the Missioraries of the
Bacred Heart were visited by me during the year, Twa Brothers
were in cbarge of the echool for the two native villages of Roro (Yule
Island)., About iwo dozen children knew the alpbabet, aud about
hslf that oumner were beginning to read, Onthe ma'nland they had
one establishment at work and well grounded, at the village of Mon,
in charge of a kind, devo ed, and intelligent teacher, Pére Tonablanc,
and one Brother, Hchool wore there wae progressing very eatisfac.
tonily, and = large i1 fluesce for good bas been gamed there by the
misgion, Some thirty children were aren at school, about balf the
number on the roll, and these all Lhoew the alphahet, and were
begioning to read. Behoole were opened lately, from Mou asa contre,
at two other villages i the vicinity of that place, Uafortunately the
members of this misaion have suffered greatly from tever, apparently
attributeb'e in a great measure fo defective diet, fo the performance
of moeh manual labour 1 the sun, and to the notorious insalubrity
of Boro Island. Clearly they bave undergone a great dea! of suffering
and bardship, and their progrers has thereby been retarded. The
plans of Bisbop Virjus for extending the work of the mussion nntil it
embraces the whole of the 6t. Joseph district appear to he good, and
he poseesses in a marked manner the energy, intelligence, and ability
required to carry them out.”

" Later 1o the report Sir William adds .—* Father Tousblanc is a
man of 8 very quiet and kindly dispositico. The first thing ope
natices on entering the willage 18 the playful trust acd confidence the
children have 1n him a& they pambled and skippsd around
about him. They are now able to mve more time to
teaching work, The house was built about a year ago ; the Bishop
and some of the Brorhers sawed the wood and built the bouse, [ he
patives were hostile at fisat, and there were 1hreats of violence, At
4 p.m. we had serv ce and school, at which some fifty or sixty adulis
were present. The Bishop preached. There are on the school roll
thirty-one boye and thirty.two girle, about half of whom were pre-
sent, They nll know the alphabet, and are beginaing to epell,
Bchool is reld forengon and aftert oon,  The echolars are about seven
to twelve years of age. Bingins appears to be rather neglected, Lut
all the children prosent seemod to know their prayera very well.”

-

It is interesting to compare the above with the accounts of the
Administrator's visita to districts under tbe control of the London
Misgionery Society af one of which the jev, gentleman in charge
seemed “impressed with the atter inutility of bis laboure,” Turning
over the pages of the voluminous report, we find that the Calho ic mis-
sionaries have not unly instructed the natives on the ¢ aat in the know-
ledge « f Chriatianity, but have fearlesaly mada I ng excursions into tha
interier, and explored and prepared charts ot the country. 1hese
charte are ¢ »pied inio Bir William Macg-egor’s report, and they cer-
tairly are not the least valuable psrt of it. An inspection of them
cou d not fail to convinee anyoue who takes An nterest in the
exploration of New Guines that the Faithers of the Sacred Heart
have contribeted largaly to the geographical knowledge of the British

portion of Papua.
e ———— e ]

THE ZINBABYE RUINS,
(Fort Beaufort Advecats )

THE 1e- !iscovery of the Zinbabye ruins duriog the Pioneers’ marck
to Fort Hampden and the long detai s published in the English
papers of thewr appearance, Las excited the keeoest interest in
bi-to.ical and archamlogical cireles, To cowm 'reial men thess rains
simply confirm their hopes t! at at last, a new, or rather an older Kl
Doiado has been reached, a~d is ready for exploration. But to the
scholar and the annqoarian, rhe widi st field is open for study and
gprcuniation, we bave dug up Homer, H-roldotus, and a good deal of
Bible hi-tory, avd it now remains whether we may not alse dig up
m the ruios of Zinbabye, the story of the land of Ophir,
and the building of the Trmple of Solomap, Neitter the Times'
correepoodent nor the Morning Post attempts to give any clue to the
date or style or builders of those mighty wals they describe, It may
be that hike 1he round towers of Ireland and the prebistoric remains
of Bouthern Mexico. they remain for ever a purzle to antiquaries, the
silent but unreadable records of an extinguished race.

The oldest account we find of the existence of thnee ruina is in
a work published at Cologoe in Latin, in the year 1615, by the Jesuit
Faber Iaric, a Portuguese, in kis life o) Gorsales silveira, missjonary
in the Kingdom of Morotopata now Mastousland, and translated
into English some few years ago by the Kev, Dr, Allen, of King-
williametown, Deseribing the scene of Father Silveira's labcurs,
the writer says.—'' The Kingdom abonnds in gold, especinlly in Toroa
where even oow (1530}, the ruins of some old stone edifices are
standiog, which fur size and magnificence might weil be compared
with the buildings of the aocient Romavs, Bence, some think that
this was the lacd of Ophir. The next traveller who deseribed the
rning was Carl Manch, a German scientist in 1871, after a break of
300 years, He fixes the position at * Limbaoce " in iat. 20 south, 31
east, and £ 200 feet above sea level. One gronp covers the side of a
hill and another stands on & bold granite kopje. The walls are bailt
of hewn granite biocks aboat the mze of bricks, and put together
without mortar, Bome wails are 30 feet bigh, and tapering from ten
feet at the base to seven at 1he top, several long beams of stone, cut
eight by three, project from the inper eide of the walls as if to carry
& balcory,  Bome of these stones have ornaments cut on them, lozenge
shuped figures, separated by zig-zag honzoutal hnes,” The Pioneer
coriesputdent adda that the walls are circular and concentric with s
large open space 1n the centrs, and that they found a masgive conical
tower 80 frew bigh, and aiso poted a z1g-z1g line of ornament along
the top vf one of the walls, Thete particul rs still Liave us quite 1n
the durk as 10 the buildeis or the bui divgs. The ¢ neeotric walls
port to a Mobomedan ciigin, as well ag the ernament, We know
the Purluguise frund a powerful eivilised people in South East
Afri-a with unhmied slave labuur st their command, which U ey
called Morieco or Moors, Whether these agutbern offshoots of Arab
elvilisation were the builders of these mighty edifices, already tuined
in Fatber Silveirn's time or whethor they are of 8t ! more ancient
orizin—FPooenician or Egiptian—bas yet to be investigated. It
wouid be permature ow to h zard an opinion,

A few weeke ago we Irish World published from some of the
Chilian papers the aceount of anattempt made by a special corres-
pondent ot the London Times, cne Mr. Thomson, to sosult the Kovoy
Extranrdioary and Minister Plenipotentiary of the United States,
Hon, Patrick Egan, in the personal apartments of the President ot
the Republic, 1n the Palace of the sloneda at Santiago, and of the
ready and able mannoerin which Mr, Hgan turned the tables upon
this worthy representative of the Forger, We have justlearoed from
a special correepoudent 1n Valparaiso the gratifying nt.ihigence that
the aff.ir, when it became known, oceartonerd anbounded indignation
amocg the Chili-n people, who prssess to the tullest vxtent the old
Bpanish spint of courtesy and hospitulity, asd who couscquently
couki have no toleratton for 4 Lonuon ead, 8o strong was the feel-
1og, especially in Government cucles, where Mr Kgan 1s quite a
favourite, that Mr. Thomson found 1t convenient to cartall his vieit
and clear out of Santiago immediately and out of Chill withio a few
days although he had previously expiemed his ivtention to remain
Lor aaveral weeks.

DUNEDIN, HORSKE SALEYARDS,

WELIGHT, bTEPHENSON AMD Co,, reportas follows ;:~~Only a mode-
rate number of horses were ectered to-day, and wi h the LECLptlon
ot tne or two very goud bugpy horees and hacks 1 ose « Fered were
only of a commoun deseribuon, A good nguiry was eaperienced
ltom farmers for draught for barvest work, ava had there been suy -
able borses forward a very good business could bave been done 1n
these. Notwithstanding a fair number of borses of both hight harness
gpring cart, and inferior draught aorses changed hards at quotations,
We quote :—Heally first-clags beavy draught geldings, £92 10 £37 ;
medium draught horses, £14 to £20; hght and aged draught borses,
£7 to £12; pood spriog-carters, £10 to £16 ; well-matched Carriaye
pairs, £40 to £50; well mateced boggy pairs, £30 14 £40; firel-
claws uunters, £20 w0 £3 ,



