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A pleasing ceremony took place on New Year's Eve, wh<n a num-
ber of the gentlemen of the Catholic congregation assembled at St.
Mary's Presbytery to present the VeryRev. Father WaUh witb a new
buggy,harness, and outfit a* a New Year's gift, intoken of their
esteem and regard. Tbe buggy, which is strongly built and well-
furbishjd, wa*nude by Messrs HuffoJim andBm, Dea street, while
the harness wasspeciiilv made for the New Zealand and South Saas
Exhibition by Messrs.W. Gathrie and Co. The giftwas a verysuit-
able one, seeing that the pmsh is wide audscittered, and tbe clergy-
menoftensuffer an inconveniencein notbalinga modeof conveyance
athandtoperform theirdutiei andattendtourgent calls in thecountry
places. Mr.W. J. M'Kaown reid the following adiress

—
"Very

Rev. Sir,— ln recognition of your uatlring Z9alandenergy in pro-
moting the spiritual welfare of this pariiaduring your brief 6ojourn
amongst us, and as a tokenof theharmony that ermts betweenpastor
and people, the members of your congregation have resolvei not to
allow thepresent festive aaason tjpaaa by without giving expression
in some tangible form to their feelings of gratitude,respect, and
reverenoe. Inselecting asuitablesouvenirfor the o caaion our object
has been to procure one which shall be useful to you iv carrying on
the good works and discharging tbe important duties belonging to
your office. We, therefore, beg you to accept as aNew Year's gift
from the Catholiccommunity this buggy, withharness and outfit,and
we trust God will long spare you to labour amongst us andminister
toour spiritual wants.

—
Signed on bebalf of tbe Catholic congrega-

tion. (.Here follow the signatures.)— Father Walsh said :My Dear
Friends,

—
Ithank you most sincerely for your very kind addressaud

for tbe highly useful and valuable present which accompanies it.
Althoughcomparaively a stranger in your midst, you loru tosnter-
tain towards me, your pastor, those charitable and generous senti-
ments, which tend to form mens' happiness. Thiß indted, is all the
morecreditable to you,especially asIfeel and know that,duringmy
short residence inInvercargill,Ihave done nothing that wouldmerit
such a spontaneous manifestation of your affectionate regard. I
shouldbe indeed ungrateful if Ididnot prize tba existence of the
feelingwhich yourpresentationof to-day evinces,andIcan assure you
it shall everbe one of my greatestpleasures,as long asIamamongst
you, to look upon this day's gift as a memorial of tbe frienily
relations whichnow exist,andIhopewill ever coat.nue to exist be-
tweenpastor andpeople. A certain consolation, ioo, arisss from toe
fact that th>* present forbids evenaneffort at forgetfulne«s, for as
oftenas itshall be brought into use, which will be at least several
time9a week ingoing intotbe country to impart instructionivChris-
tian doctrine to over one hundred Catholic children, even fleeting
days and weeks and months cannot obliterate the depth of
gratitude which Iowe the donors. Your appreciation of a suit-
able occasion, such as tbe present is, no doubt

—
must,Iknow—

be the source of no small drain on your resources. When Icall to
mind yourunselfi-h,unflagging,perseveringeffortsand lavisijexpendi-
ture in the causeof the Dominican Convenem the courseof the year;
whenIremember your generous Christmas offerings made a few days
ago, your handsome present to-day is;11 tbe more to bd appreciated
&s Iassure you it is. Again, Ihave to request you to accept my
wirmest thauks conjointly with the very best wishes for tbe New,
Year aod a fervent prayer for your future welfareboth in time and
Eternity."

The annual pic-nic inconnection with the Catholic schools took
placeat the Ocean Beach, on Wednesday, January 7. Notwithstand-
ing the fact that a strong westerly wiod was blowing, a largenumber
of childrenand parents made their way to the tripping place, where
after the inner man bad beenattended to, aprogrammeof sports con-
sisting of some eighteen items was gone through. Some of ihe con-
tests proved close ai<d interesting, especially the tug-of-war between
the married women and the unmarried. The married ladies even-
tually won tha prize butnot satisfied with tne result, their opponents
demanded aoother contest and succeeded iapulling their elders over
the score amidst great applause. Tea was aj»ain passed round in the
eveningafter whichall returned home seeming well satisfied with
their day's outing.

Inthe evening a concert was held in St. Joseph's school, and
passedoff verysuccessfully. Tbe building wascrowdedandanumber
wereunable to secure evenstanding room. Tne Catholic boys' school
reopens on Monday,January 19.

Archdeacon Farrar, in a discourse on General Booth's scheme,
delivered in Westminster Abbey, said the Anglican Churchhad lost
the great mass of the working classes. Not more than ten per cent.
attended the ordinary services.

The condition of Herr Windthorst, the leader of the Catholic
party in tbeReichstag, is the cause of sjmeanxiety among his friends
and supporters. He is suffering frum an affection of the heart, aud
hisphysicians haveenjoinedhim to withdraw from all activeparticipa- j
tion iD peli'ieal affairs for the piesent and to take an absolute rest.

Empress Frederick has bought Martin Luther's old castle
Kronberg,and will convert it into acharitable institution inmemory
of her husband. Empress Frederick would better couvert it intu an
industrial icsti'uti n and fciv« work to a few of her eons' hungry,
idlesubjects. Except iv tie case of asylums for children the world
has too many charitable institutions now. The person who, wishing
to help the poor, will inventcome way of giving work to the unem-
ployed will oe in thebetter business thangiving alms and building j
poor houses. InEngUnd to-day one person in every thirty-three is
either whollyor in part apauper.

Father Kneip,of Waereehofen, near Munich, has discovered a
remedy for neurotic patients. He makes them go barefoot so as to
prevent flows of blood tv the head, and every morning they have to
plunge into icy cold water. After the plunge comesa rubbing down
with towels till the body glows, and then the cure is carried on by
mean* of a vigorous dietary from which meat, condiments, and all
intoxicatingdrinks are excluded. Baron Nathaniel Rothschild,of
Vienna, has undergone tbe cutesuccessfully.

General Msnduit, of the French army,keptbs liuuurauth birth-
day on the7thNovember He wasa soldier of the FirbtEmpire, having
entered the army in 1807. He received his sub-lieutenant's com-
mision in 1808, and waß raised to tbe rank of lieutenant in 1809, and
cap'ain in 1812. He was placedin the reserve,but with the rank of
Central of Brigade, 1852.

The clemency of Irish landlordism has again bjen shown in the
eviction of fifty families on the Olt>hert <star inDonegal, feir John
Swinburcr, a wealthy English land owner found an evicted widow,
her Bou.^laugbter-in-law, and eight email cLiidren vainly seeking
shelter from the rain near the house fiom which they were driven.
He declared that if he hadperpetrated one-tenthof such cruelty on
his estates in England be would be shot downand the country would
ay it served him right,

Anew Beet called the "Army of tbe Lord
"

has appearedin
Philadelphia. Its specialtyin evangelical work is healing by faith.

A Presbyterian pastor at Brockton, Gal., who tookoccasion to
confess bis sins from the palpir,involving the reputation of several
prominent womenofbis churoh, married and single, is suspected of
beiLg insane.

The Messiah craze among the Indians of the northwest itexten-
ding and U.S. troops have been called oat to prevent themurder of
the whites and to keep them fromkilling themselves. Short Bull,
tbe so-calledprophetof the Messiah has promisedbis followers that
after the ghnßt dance they would see their dead relatives and tbe
tribes will be restored to their pristine glory. Iha ghost dance is
described as follows: Inprepanug for the dance they cut the tallest
tiee that theyCi»n find anddrag it to a level place whereit isplanted
in the ground. Under this tree the four wise men of the tribe stand.
Others foim in a circle and b« gin togo around and around ti.e tree.
They begin tbe dance on Friday afternoon. It is kept up Saturday
and Sunday until sundown. Duringall this time they do not eat or
diink They keepgoing round inonedirection until they become so
dizzy that tuey can scarcely stand, then turn and go in the other
direction and keep it up till they swoon from exhaustion. This is
what they strive to do, for while they arein the swoon they think
they see and talk witbChrist. When they rtgain consciousness they
tell their experiencesto the four wise manunder the tree.

Friday, January 16, 1891 NEW ZEALAND TABLE!

INVERCARGILL.much as Idthislastseaion, and the money taken,be itborneio mind,I
goes in thebulk toreligious and philanthropic works. The actors—
if the term canproperly be applied to these devoutly joining in a
pious function—

are satisfied witb a modest reward.
Thanks to the sympathetic sanction of His Eminence Cardinal

Goossrtrs, Archbishop ofMalines, a school is tobeopenedat Aerschot,
in Belgium under the title of theDamien Institute,in memory of the
Apostleof Lepers. Tbe site is close to Kcmerloo, tbe nativedistrict
of tbe heroic missionary. The children to be educated there are
principally destined for th* labours of the aposto ate in the mission s
ooDflrled to the Congregations of the Sacred Heart.

The Tillage of Arg. near Roubait,has been thrownintoa state of
consternationby the discovery that during Monday, November 10,
night a determined attempt waa made to murder the cm*, who is
eighty-fiveyearsof a?e,andis muchbelovedfor his charity. Barglari
brokeinto the bouse, and,havingbruta ly murdered thehousekeeper,
made a fierce attack upon tbe pries,aodhit, him for dead.

Mgr. GruHcha, the new Archbish >p of Vienna, is a con of the
people. His father is a working tailor, and bis elevation to tbe
Primacy of the Austrian Episcopate hts been hailed withdelight by
tbe workers of Vienna. On. the day of bis solemn enthronisation,all
tbe trade guilds of the capital marched to the Cardinal with bands
and banners. Tbe municipality was also present, having carried
without one dissentient voice a motion that the councillors should
assist at tbe enthronisation of

"
tbe son of a Vienna workingmanand

the founder of tbe Catholic workingmen'ssocieties of Austria."
Inthe November number of Harper's Magamine, iv the course

of a veryinteresting paper on Southern California, which hoctils
"Our Italy," Mr. Charles Dudley Warner pays the following tr bute
to those devoted Franciscan friars who played such an important
part in the earlier settlement of that region,and the story of wh>se
Indian missions has been bo often recited by Catholic writers. "A
certain light of romance," says Mr. Warner, "is cast op >n this
coast by tbe Spanish voyagers of the sixteenth cenury,but its his-
tory begins with the establishment of the chain of Franciscan mis-
sions, the first of which was founded by the great Father Jaoipero
Berra at San Diego in 1769. Tbe Fathers brought with them the
vine andihe olive,reduced tbe savageIndians to indus rial pursuits,
andopened the way for that rancbero ani adobe civilisation whicb,
down to tbe 'coming of the Americans, in about 1840,made ia this
region the |most picturesque life that our continent has everseen."

A very handsome pulpit of Irish manufacture has been erected
atNewark, New Jersey, U.S.A. It is composedof Sicilian, Canara,
and Irish marbles and woods, andis very richly moulded and carved
with acontinuous cornicing of Shamrocks. Three largepanels con-
tain groups representingOur Lordon tbe mountain and in the temple
the centreone containing a representationof St. Patrick preaching,
tbe remaining four pacels'contain boldly cut statues of the Four
Evangelists. All the sculptured work is of Carrara marble, the
general body being of white Sicilian. The hand rail is made of
Shillelagh oak ofa highly ornamental design, and it is supportedby
caps, bases, and plinths of bog oak polished, the shafts being of
Iruh walnut. Tne lining and fl or of the pulpit are also of Ir'ißh oak,
The work has been ordered by the Irish parishionerfrom Messrs.
P. J.O'Neil, andCo., 182, Great Brunswick-street,Dublin, through
their lealous and devoted pastor, the Very Rev.Walter M. A. FU ru-
ing, whohas just returned to theUnited States,and it b»,ars a bra<*s
plate having ihe following words engraved thereon :"—

'* Erected to
tbe glory of God, AD. 1890. The Rev. Walter M.A. Fleming
Bector"
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