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8T, JOSEPH'S BRANCH H.A.C.B.8.,, DUNEDIN.

—————

The anoual meeting of the above Branch was held on Toesday, tbe
61h inet., in the Christiia Brother’s Schoo!, Rattras street. Toe fole
lowing were elected « flice-bearew for the ensuing term :—Prestdent,
Mr. J, O’Coanor ; Vie:-President, Mr. W, Carr ; S ereracy, M. B A,
Dunne; Tressurer, Mr, D. Mahon y ; Warden, Mr. S, SBimmonds ;
Goardian, Mr, D. McDonnell ; Trostees, Messrs. Fentun, Kennelly,
aod J. C-eey ; Aunditors, Messrs. Oarr and Harris. OF the many nee-
ful institntions attuched to the Oatholic Church in Australasia, the
Hiberoisn Booisty is perbups the bust, becruse it endeavours to keap
warm the faith of its members in the good old Church, while it gives
bope to them that if they shonld be sfflicted ic mny way, the Biciaty,
with the exercise of that Christian charity which is its brightest gem,
aileviares their distress avd mwukes their Iif s npon thig earih oot alto-
gother devoid of comfort and svmpathy, The aims and objecis of the
8ociety should meet with a ready response from the Catholic body as
& whole, and they can show the r love for tnis noble institation in no
better way than by joining its ranka either as benefit or honorary
members, The membership of the Danedin Braochn is steadily
increasing, and it is iccreasiog in a very hes!thy way from the fact
that numbers of the younger men of the community are coming into
its fold. The valua of the assets of 1hia Branch over its liabilitien is
now close npon a thousand pounds sterling,

BDublin Hotes.

(From the National Papers,)

TeERE is not even the semblance of a whimper, not fo iay a yelp,
from Bmith-Barry himseif, now. After the terrible flagella'ion be
received frum Mr, Lane, M,P.,, and the axposnre he brought on him.
sali by publishing his own and 8ir Joun Arnott's correspondence, he
is na meck a8 & whipped bound. Naot a sing'e word has be veutured
to ssy in reply to the storm of righreous indigration which has bees
beating about hia ears ever since. Thissilence 18 more sloqrent than
words, It shuws that the oriminal admits bis goilr, and bag neither
the heart 10 brazen it out por the grace to do penavce furit, No
man, within our recollection, ccoupied so disgraceful a position 1n
the public eye a8 this prendo-aristocrat, on whom both contempt aod
hope seem to be utterly tbrown away. Between his doinga in the
Bouth and those of Olpbert in the North, they have contrived to in-
vest Lthe name and aspect of Jandlordism with a new opprobrium—a
feat which up to their advent in Irish affaire seemed as impossible as
gildiog r fined gold or painting the uopaintable lily,

One of the most notable features of the presest agitation, one of
the most effective answers to the infamous Coercion Act are the
honoars and rewarda thus heaped by tbe pe.ple on the coercion-
created criminals, Mr, Golfour's main policy was to pat on each
one of his political victims the outward marks and tckens of a
degraded criminal; his hope waa that the people would be con'ent
to judge bim Dy those ontward tokens and desert and dewspise bim,
Never was a bipger of more brotal blonder, Imprisonment under
the Ucerciov Act 18 one patent of nobuility at present currest in Ires
land, In thie country the coercion oriminals—priests, members of
Parliament, Lord Mayor and Mayors, down to the humblest peasant
—are tte moat hovourable and the most hoooured men in the com-
munity. Any decent man who has not been to prison fcels more or
lesa ashamed of himself,

With deep regret we have to aonounce the death of Judge
O'Hagan. He wasone of the brave and brilliant band of young
patriots of '48. His poems are amonget the brightest and wost
spirited of tbat stirring nme. Like 6o many of hia gifted contem-
poraries, in later life Judge O'Hagan rose to high distinction. But
1n juetice it must be said he was alwayea *48 wan in beart, and prond
of the utle. He was s lawyer of profound erndition, but it may be
suspected that hia incinations leant more to literature, which he
assidoonely cultivated to the last, enriching the language wi h many
vaiusble volumes. Unfortunately, perhaps, for his own reputation
and peace of mind. be accepted the positinn (io '81) of head of the
Irish Land Commwission Cou:t, We do him tbe justice of believing
that his intention from first to last was to give full fair-play to the
Irish tenants, but the very gentleness of his character unatted bim
for the post. More e:pecially in later years, when his health was
breakiug, be was overpowered by the pressure of landlord influencs,
avd did not resist with sofficient firmness the many acts of flagrant
injustice perpewrated by the Land Commission on the teoants. Peace
be to b aches, obliviun for his weaknessés, and love and bomoour to
his memory, He was an Irishman whom all honest Irghmen can
join to respect and lament,

In spite of the vtmost efforta of the Government the secret has
leaked out that the Invincible, dynamitard, assassin, and perjared ia-
former, Delaney, has hien relessed by an indulgent Goverament in
return for his evidence courageous, though false, st the Forgeries’
Commussion. The public bas not forgotten the intercepted letter from
Deluney to a high prison cflicial which wag published tn the Frasman,
in which he claimed bis release as i reward for his sarvices al the
Cozwiskion, end threatening exposure if it was delayed. He has
been reieased accordingly, This is the premium put on perjury.
Th?r’iuuners who like John Daly and the others refused to peijure
thedhiselves at the Commission were tortured ; the wilnng perjurer
wae relessed. More wiil be heard of this, we doubt nos, when tar-
liament reassgemble.

It will be good news to all lavers of ingenions fiction that the
Daily Express has arranged for the “ Immediate republication, in
pampblet 1urm, of our Bpecial Commissioner’a very 1nteresting reporta
of the Chiel Becretary’s tour in Connemara and Douegal. As our
readers will romember, our representative was the only member of
the Presa who sccompanied Mr, Ballour from the commenoemens of
bis tour.,” Might we suggest that a fow footnotes from United Ire.

land would make mors manifest the ingenions imagination of the
author, and increase the value of the work., For example, ooe of the
most startiing statements in the letters wan the glowing description
of 1he triumphal arch erec'ed in honour of Mr, Golfour by there.
joeing iohabitants of Mulranny, A trustwarthy correspondent
wrote Lo inform us that the triumphil arch was & atrip of calico with
! Weleuwme " printed on it with tar, conatructed, sst up, and guarded
by the plice before a sonl in the district knew that Mr, Golfonr was
¢ming. We prioted the letter prominently in our last issue over
the siguature of our correspoudent. It was copied into the columns
of our vigilant contem porary, 1he Ecaning Tolagraph. But the Daily
Hzpress bae failed to do justice to the brilhant imagination of its
commisgioner by transferring the letter to ita respectabla columns,

Al expectation has been transaended by the resnits aiready
achievel in the American missivn, The envoya have had s glorions
receplion, The Governors of nearly every State in the Uanion, the
foremost men im religion of every creed, in politics, in literatore
bave come forward spoatasncously to take the most public part in
their welcome ag the accredited repressntatives of the Irish peopla,
and help on their migsion with sll the weight of their inflasnce,
public and personal, It is impossible for an Irishman to read the re-
ports of the circumstauces attending the firat meetiogs which the
envoys sddressed without a thrill of pride in the men who have
secnred tbis recogmition of Ireland's status, and gratitode to the
galiant people who have proffered this great national welcome,
Philadelphia was the first placa where the delegates spoke, and the
great old Quaker City soatained its reputation for love of freedom
and munificent generosity on the occasion. Twenty thonsand dollars
were poured into the tressmry iof the mission as the cash result of
bare y two meetings in tbat city. This is but a crude way of putting
the mode in which the delegation was received in the capital ot Penn-
sylvania, but it will serve & ueeful purpose, Our news columna will
tell how Archbishop Ryan, how the great leading lights of other
creeds, how Governor Jackson, how all the foremost men of Phila-
deipbia thronged the Grand Opera Honss—~—one of the finest and
mont apacious 1p the world —there to tesiify that the cause of Ireland
l1cs cloge to the beart of 1he men of the Uity of Brotherly Love, and
that they do not forget that when Willism Peon was hunted and
persecnted in Englasd be found in Ireland help, encouragements
aod masly hesrts and bands to eid bim in bis gr.at pesccful colon-
pisiog expedition,

Mr. Balfoar’s broad farce of an excursion to Donega! came to an
inglorions close, week endicg Oc ober 10,  He had traveiled at express
speed over the region where thu blessi: ga of & prospective lignt rail-
way bad made the journey ; but as he approached those places where
wholesale evictions, star-chamber and battering-ram bave been the
only vistble evidences of bis philanthropic intentions, the jiurney
becama tronblesome, At Dungloe » strange scene was onacted,
Amongat those who sought admis«ion to hia august presence was Mr,
Bwift MacNeill, M.P. The cfficial squad who kept the doors at the
hotel did not want to admit the hon, member, but Mr, Balfour,
making a show of magnanimity, desired tehem to let Mr. MacNeill
paes in, After a faw of the sycophantic order, cleric aod lay, bad
unfolded tveir riews on the cuddling e'atesmanship rguired for that
division of Donegat, Mr. MacNeili op:ned firee He put his views
bifore Mr, Balfour tn very plain terms. Ha winted to knew from
that gentleman wby be claimed to be & beaefactar to the Donegal
people while he wis helping & calous-iearted old pluoderer hke
Olphert to extermina e 1h»m aod by what means he coald recoucils
the charac er of a puilanthropist with (hat of a Minister who lent the
forees of the Orown to fling out even at that veiy momeot, in bitter
winter weather, several hundred families threatened with a'arvation,
He read for Mr, Balfour's edification some sentences regarding Mr,
Olphert’s conduct which we ourselves penned some time ago, and
demsnded some answers to the polots which the Chief Hecretary's
grosaly imconsastenr conduct raised, But the valorous Chief Sccratary
sbeavk from the challenge, He thonghtit best to dissemble and evade,
He would not discars those burning queations with a representative
of Dooegal, but hinted very broadly that if they were the general
stnttments of the people in that district no light railways ¢r fishing-
piers or anything else meaning expenditure of public money should
bu bad there. He wasin his nsual House of Commoons form when
deliveriog his reply to Mr. MacNeill—sneering, flipp wnt, and insult-
ing, The axme evening the Cief Secretary crossed the country to
Gweedore, but he did ant remain long in that theatre of his beneficent
policy.  After an interview with two brotter chips, the sanctimo-
nious old Ulphert, and bis agent, Hewson, be saw no one else, but
retired to bed and off at cock-crow next morning to Letterkenny en
route to Dublin, It was wise that be did so; fur it is well known
that the people of Gweedore were prepuring for him a recaption more
in accordance wilh hig claims &s a great humanitarian statesman than
that accorded bim by the small shonees koots who had previously
persinated the seotiments of Donegal regarding this impuodent
incursion of Mr. Ba four’s,

Tbe real feeling (f the people of that county found voice over
the matter vory quickly., They leat oo time in telilng ibe hypo-
critical Coercionist how they loathed his rule and scoroed his bribes,
At Derrybeg on Bunday a great pablic meeting was held for the
purpose of puting the views of the people on record. Mr. Swift
MacNeill again spoke, and deoounced the 1mpending eviclions in
Falcarragh and the pickening conduet of the Chief Becretary in per-
milting the atrocity while he was posing before 1he world as a bene-
factur of the people, Miss Maud Gunus, & patriotic young Irish lady,
»bo hus dove murh in the way of rousing up sympathy in Eegland
with the Irish can-e by public and private action, addreseed the
assemuly also iv stirring style, exhorting 1hem 1o stand by the Cam-
paigoers of Falcarragh and make the work of eviction ae protracted
and difficult an operation for the extermination as they poasibly
could. Tue Letterkenny Nationalista also held a meetiog to protest
egainst the sycophantic action of thefew who had disgraced Donegal ;
and Father Btephens, who has a prutty goed knowledye of what Bal-
fourism really means, voiced the true sectiments of the cvunty about
the system in terms of eloquent indignation.



