
So we hadconjectured. We findhigh authority to
bear out our assertion that the outbreak of the
Indians ia the North-west was the work rather of
white men than of the unfortunate people them-

selves. We drew on the memory of what had beforehappened in
Americaand elsewhere, but we are confirmedby amissionary who
has recently visited New York— that is FatherKraft, some time ago
appointedby the Biou* Indiana as one of their chiefs, and given by
them thename of

"
HoTering Eagle." FatherKraftmakesverylight

of the alleged apparitionof the Messiah,uf which so much has been■aid. He describesit as a hallucination,not only harmless,but even
quieting andconsoling to a people suffering fromdistress and want,
"f at any rateno more formidable in itself than that of the sect of
the Second Adventiats. It caused noexcitement among the Indians,lie says. Of the

"
ghost dance

"also, described as a preparation for
andmanaceof war, be thought very little. No such danes, he said,
Mad beenknownamong tha tribes, tbough possibly at their meetings'
somedance had lately been inveatjd in honour of their Messiah. All
the trouble,according to Father Kraft, in short, has originated with
the whites. There, for example, is tie Indian Department, wh>saveryexistencedependson thepeoplestillremainingbarbarous. Thereareitsagents interested ia proving that there is still work for them
to do. " Indianagents wanted to saow that Indianswere as wild as
"rer.and wanted also to show theirability tocontrol them, that their
importance might be proved,and the contiamnce of thdir positions
and salaries assured. Many of tha Indians were getting so nearcivi-
liaationby theirownefforts as tomakeagents fear that the transition
"tate might end, and with it would end their positions and salaries.
Something had tobe done."

—
There also was theneighbouring popu-

lationanxious for the arrival of troops among them, oat of which
they might make their profit. Father Kraft,inshor, inan interview
with a representative of the New York Freeman's Journal, has made
thematter lamentably plain. It is the old story, as we havesaid.
Advantage has been taken of the situation of a necessitous and<le-
pemdentpeople to provokethem for particular ends. According to
the reports received, however, the Indian Departmentand the other
instruments engaged in bringing the matter about, would seem to
have succeeded somewhat in excess of their desire?. The Indian
Department at least could not wish for the extermination of the
tribes, whosemanagement is the only reasonfor its existence. Inany
caß3 the matter is adisgrace to the American Government— and co
credit to the American nation.

THE line, " Life is real,life is earnest,"
then, is a " wearyold platitude." Is the rest of the
verseof a like nature

'
"And the grave is not the goal.

Dust thouart, to dust returnest,
Was not written of the soul."

Considering the
"

Catholic"quarter whenc* the judgment we have
quoted proceeds, we concluieit is bo esteemed— Qarpe diem. The
pagan maxim is good enough for us. Let us eat aaddrink and be
merry, therefore, for to-morrow we die

—
and there is an end of us.

Bat shall we not apply to the ecclesiastical herald, or whomsoever it
■aybe that represents him, to appointus, for example, the laughing
jack-assas the symbol of our profession. The jolly bird,more noisy
th»n witty perhaps,should typify our calling perfectly. The symbol,
indeed,might seem to some, at least to the more elephantine among
us, a little out of keeping with thepatronage of a Saint, under which
PopePius IX.placed the Catholic PreEs. Bat has not St. John his
e»gle, Bt. Antbony his fishes / Why sh)uldnot St. Francis de Bales
hare his jack-ass ? Itis a thought of charming originality,gaining
distinction for allNew Zealand, and positive glory for the particular
diocese, to nretent him with it. Let our symbol, therefore, be the
laughing-jack-ase,and our maxim, Life is but a dream— Why should
wemake ita night-mare withour platitudesaboutjreality or earnest-

NEW ZEALAND TABLET Pnday, Janrjary 16, 1891,

■eas,or stuff of that kind. Nay, letus still cackle a jovialat/taw
to speed the world suitably on its way. Does itnot travel aqPftw
ridieulouaroad— de Poliehinelle auneant? Bat "" needs must go
when the devil drives," and the more merrily the better. In wit
and humour, or their forced counterfeit perhaps,itall our relief.

attempt topalliate the guilt of a manconcerning whom such wordswere justlypenned,and penned by such a writer, would but diseracethote making ir. They are words tomake sick the heartof any Irish-man whois trueto his country, andknows whathis country owes tothemanof whom they were justly written. To explain their piteous
significance would form a task too harrowing for us to undertake.But are we to look upon this man, who dishonours a mother beforethe indignant, outraged,eyes of her children, as aman representingthe statesmenan! menof eminence to whomgreat social &ni moralreforms are due? Whatever it m*y be elsewhere—and we refus*without full evidence tobelieve that it is bo,as a rule, anywhere-it
must not be so ioIreland. It ihallnot be so among the Irish people.Nay, in proportion to the services rendered to them by Mr. Parnell,
and to theirgratitude to him,muet be their reprobationof his guilt,if they would be true to themselves and to the children to whom
their dearest hopeshouldbe to leaveas the brightest andmost precioustreasureof anenfranchised country an inheritance of honour and
purity,and a repod'ationandavoidence ofall that is baseand filthy.

But may we really claim for New Zealand this
charming inspirationof a nnion betweenfacetiout-
ness and piety ? Arewe tosee itmade for therlrit
time among ourselves, and in the delightful form

of aCatholic Alley Slop&r or nondesciipt Bulletin! We are afraid
■omedoubtexists as toour claims to originality in the matter. Wo
have it, at least, on high authority that many centuries ago a com-
binationof a Bimilar kind, though not exactly in the same form, hadbeoome somewhat famous. Dante, for example,giveß us to under-
stand that in the Italy of his century, the preachers,as a rule, were
rery much imbuedwith alove for fun. So highly did they appreciate
it, in fact, that, as the poet complains,"no man among them wm
satisfied with hia sermon unless it made his congregationburst their
"ides with laughter. They vied with eaoh other, consequently, in
telling ridiculousstories. Nor is this the only manner in which fun
and frolichave found their wayintothe sanctuary.Therewasatimealto
when churchmusic was made the vehicle of a similar expression.
The solemn magnificence cf the Church's hymns was wedded to the
rallicking airs of tbe day. The Mass took its name from the lilt to
which it was set, and, for instance, the "

Mass of tbe RedNoses,"
wasa reigning favourite. We saw aproposala little time agomade
in an American paper, not, however, one assuming the epithet"

Catholic"— that the populartune knownas the
"

Mulligan Guards,"
shouldbe made use of in a lik« manner. But why should not the
"ecular paper also have its Uttle joke ? Perhaps the Punchinelloising
of the Catholic Press may bring religious mattersgenerally back into
pleasantwaysthat were,mayhap, abandoned with a mistaken »»■
for the promotion of the ponderous and doleful, and an affected
and silly pursuance of the genteel. We fear, then, that in
mingling piety and jocularity New Zealand, or its more Northern
por ion, to give honour where it is due, cannot claim to
ba completely original. Nevertheless, some degree of originality
must be justly accorded toit. Itis, for example,strikingly original
tohave the slight offered by a chief of the freethought platform to "
lesser light of the same school, avenged week after week in the
columns of a Catholic newspaper. Sir Robert Stout, indeed,W3 hava
ourselves frequently oppjsed and sometimes ridiculed. It was in hid
opacity, however,as an agres ive champion of freethought and ■
declared foe toCatholicism aud to Catuolic institutions that we did
so. Inother respects we share the esteem in wbich Sir Robert is
universally held throughout the colonies, and we fully appreciate the
talents and other admirable qualities thathave deserved for him the
place he holds in popular regard and affection. It is a somewh&t
bitter fun to fiad himpilloried we-k after weekin a print pretending
to be Catholic beciuse he did not connive at tbe degradation of the
plaformon which he himself presided,or pander to its being vul-
garised and made tbe meansof gross demoralisation. We are,how-
ever, perhaps a little old-f tshioned, too elephantine,ponderous, and
doleful, it may be, to understand a joke. We confess we have no
desire toreturn to the days of tbe comic preachers,and tho " Mais
of the Red Noses

"
or the

"
Mulligin Guards

"
would be to us an

abomination. Some respectalso we have for the Catholic Prest. It
is under thepatronageof a Saint, and Popes upholdand advocateit.
How, therefore, without glaring inconsistency and someslight ap-
proach to impiety,and even to a betrayal of the Catholic causa,it
can be made a facetious organ vying with the

'"
Alley Slopers

"
and"Bulletins

"
of the period we are unable to understand. But, at

laast, let our clever friends at Wellington have credit for all they
deserve

—
that is,the degree of originality wehave pointed out,

The drawing off of the water from Feather River, California,
exposed gravel rich in gold, and the present expectatationis that the
yield will be millions of dollars.

Under thehead of
"

Menand Women who writa," the Pall Mall
Gazette gives a sketch of M. Aubrey de Vere. The writer sayß :"

He isa Caiholic of the type (no uncommon one either) of that
Howard who lei England's fl^et against the Armada, and whom Mr.
De Vere has gloiifiea in a fiae sonnet for his brave resolve that,come
wh t might, so' foot cf Parma 'should

"
stain the Louaebuiu Iluora

"
of England Though not a Nationalist, Mr. De Vere has also keen
sympathies with Irish character and history— especially religious
history.'1

lhe Berliner Ivlktbltitt, the organ of the German Social Demo-
cracy,announces that thenext International Workingnaen's Congress
will be held inBrussels on August 1891. All labour organisation^ of
the world will be invited to send representatives. The reports
and other documents must be presented printed in English, French
and German. Reports are limited in lengtn to sixteen-oc'avo pages.
The Executive Committee has decided oa this order of busine&s:
First, discussion of international and national legislation for protec-
ting the workingm°n ;second, considera'ion of the right of organisa-
tionand combination of strikes and boycotts, from the international
point of view ; third, definition of duties of workingmen towards
militarism,
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