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THE CASE OF MR. PARNELL.
— -

" DUBLIN, November 90 —Public bodies snd ibe Leagne, with all ite
branches, ¢cn inne to pass resolurions of copfidenca, A monster
meeting in popport of the Tenants' Defence Fund was held in
Leinster Hall, Dubiin, 1he hall was packed from floor to seiling,
and speeches were made strungly in fuvour of continning Mr, Paroeil
io the positun of leader of the Irish party. The Lord Mayor pre-
rided ard nivetecn members of Parlinment were oa the platform,
The first 1. golution was proposed by Mr. Justin McQarthy, the Vo -
Preeident of ste Iri-h P.rliamentary party, aod seconded by Mr. T
Healy. Itspproved the action of the Irish party io its nnswerving
allegiance to Mr, Parnell snd reasseried the fealty of the Insh
people ta his leadership. Tne resoiotion was supported by Mr,
Samuoel Waiker Q C, ex-Attorney-General for Ireland,

Amopg the #p eke:s were Mr., MacDermot, Q.1 ex-8olicitor-
General ; Messrs, Jobn Bedmood, Pierce Mahoney, J, Claneey, and
Dr. Kepny, who read amid lond cheers a telegram from the Irish
delegates in America to Mr. E. Leamy. On the piatform were many
distingoished citigens, wncinding members of the Iumer and Oater
Bar, wedical men, and leading merchants, the Lord Mayor and High
Bheriff-elect and Burgesses of the City of Dublin. The Mayors of
Cork, Limerick, Waterlord aod Clonmel werealso present. The pro-
ceediogs were most «nibusiastic, Everybody seemed not only re-
solved bt determined 1hat Mr, Parnel! ghould continue ta lead the

aIty.

P London, November 25.,— A meeting of the Irish Home Rule mem-
bers of Parlisment waa held to-day before the opening of the seasion
of the Hounse of Commons. Mr. Parnell was present. He was loodly
cheered a8 he entered the rcom, A motion was made that Mr. Par-
pell be re-elected chairman of the Irish Parlismentary party, It
was carried noanimously. It is aononnced that Mr. Peroel) will
retain the leadersbip at the express desira of his followers. Mr, Par-
nell made an address to the meeling in whick be thanked bis followers
for bis re-election, He said it was for the lrish members to decide
whetber be should lead them, If their deciaion bad been a negative
one or ihere had been apy diversity of optnion among them, he
would cheerfuily have witkdrawn from paklic ife, Nothing but the
conviction that s colleagues desired to still ntilise hie services in
their common cause induced bim to resume a position which, nnder
bis altered circamstances, exposed him, aud them tbrough hum, to the
attacks of their opp neute,

The Irieh Parhiamentary delegates who are in America bave
cabled the iollow: g dispatch to their colleagues in Ireland con-
cerpivg their futore attitude towards Parpells leadership of the
Parlismentary party :—

" We atand firmly by the leadership of the man who has brooght
the Trish people throa:h vnparslicled difficulties snd dangers from
eervitode and desp.ir to the very threshold of emancipation, with a
genius. courage, and success uvequalded in our bhistory, We do so
Dot oniy out of gratitude for thuse imperishable services in the past
but 1o the profound conviction that Parpell's statesmanship and
matchless qusliues a8 a leader are essential to the safety of our
canse,”

The Dublin Irith Catholic says:—* Mr. Parnell has wounded
deeply the moral &nu reiious senge of the peopie. He haa sinaed
nearly a8 moch against Ireland as agaiost morality, He has peed-
lesaly created what may be a barriar to the National movement, but
the yrave political exigeccy demands that he cootinne to be the
leader of bim party.”

United Ireland, commenting on the case, says :—* We do not
desire to condone Mr, Parneil's grievoas sin ; but from [reland, which
he has gerved so long and faitbfully, wih such dear aevalion and
euch magnificent success, he may at least look for gevercus for-
bearance 1o the hour of his trial. " To kis praise be it spokea that he
bas bot attempted to shicld bimself by perjory. He yielded toa
tempta‘ion to which many great and wise men have snccambed sinece
and before the days of King David. Hu has atoned Ly what to a
wan of his prond and high spifit must have been indeed bitter and
bamilisting. But to the Coercioniet clamour for his dismiasal from
the Irien leaderstip Ireland’s answer 13 sharp and decisive, * No !’
Irishmen bave no mission to judge bis private life. Leave that to
his consclence and to his God, who weighs the temptation with the
offence,”

Toe Dublin Freeman's Journal, which is the organ of the
National party, commenting on the case recalls the private lives of
{be Duke ot We.lington, Lord Nelaon, Lord Palmerston, and a nom-
ber of other promicent personages, who 1n their time were the sub-
ject of scandals similar to that in which Mr. Parnell 18 now involved
iny anJ it goes on to write : —

 The gabble about the social oetracism to which Mr. Parnall
will be subjected is absurd, because he never went into saciety, The
pastors charged with his moral well-being are not the pastors of the
roajority of the Irish peopie,

"1t is neither our duty nor our
life, nor to examioe bi1s conscience. lreland's business with him is
entirely of a political nature, He bas ably, faithfully and saccess.
fully served the country, and has brought her out of bo.dage and
led her to within sight of that promised land, A juaciare has now
been reached where there can be no Bwapping or chaonging of leaders,
We would not change :f we could, and we could not 1f we would,
The Irish, not the knglish, people wili decide if the toil of the nation
for yeara is to be lost, or the frmit of that toil risked because a man
bad been weak and o woman frail, It is imperative that Mr, Par-
nell continue as a leader of the Triab Parlismentary party,"

The Nation eays " Mr, Parpell will st1li lead, and will lead
pow:rfully. Tuere are & faw Roglishmen, not inconepicnons, who
recognise that. Lord Hartibgto:n, we note, t6 one of these, ' Mt
Parnell is a powerful leader,’ said Lord Hartington to a Uniomiat
mecting at Grimsby the other evening. ‘Was,' interropted a voice
from toe gallery. 'lma powerful leader, repeatpd the leader of the
Liberal Upionists, It was Lord Hartingten who first gave weight

provinee to adjudge his private

ta Pigott’s forgeries, an1 declared thoy demanded an snewer. It is
uoteworthy that his mind is open to the truth here, Yes, Mr. Par-
vell will miill lead. We recognise his past services ; we koow ha
can serve ua still in apite of 1his £all which we all deplore, which wa
all condemn, We are mindfu!, too, that in atanding ont from his
own class, and takiog bis stand by the paor and the downtrodden of
his econntrym-n, ha shut himself vat from the pleasures and com-
pinionships of his old 1 fo. He Farfaited them for the people ; sod
tie thus exposel himseif to the pliters by whom he has fallen, and
iacreised their chaices Weodo oot fo g-t either that he has bsen
attacked chiefly because of the work he bas dona for Ireland. All
t .ese recollectiong, though they caanot raza out the trouble whioh is
written oo the brain of lreland by this uatowsrd eveat, etlll justify
our resoive tu shape oor conduct towards omr leader now by the
necessities of our case, and to march still forward, unitedly and
deierminedly, along the road wetich he was the firat to lead the
strength of Irelind to, and whioh bis julgmeot and forcsight wall
81ill bs availabla to descry and to defge~the rosd to the goal of
Irish liberty,”

Michael Dvitt says io the Zabour World :—¢ Thers is notask we
have had to perform wince the birth of the Labeur World that bas
been so repugnant as is that wa have to f4ce with this issae, Itiss
duty we would gladly avoid if we could do ap withoat earniog by
our silence a saspicion of wndiff:rcacs. M oreover, silenze would be
miscnostroed.  Mr. Parnell is unier amoral clond, which has brought
upont hims:lf a crisis ioto which he precipitated the Homs Ruole
movsment. Thiy crisis has been brought abomt by no otber agenoy
than Mr. Parnell's own condnoct. We say emphatically that both
the Irish and Brittah Home Bualera have the right to look to him alone
to deliver the cause of which he has been, until now, the trasted leader
from the deadiieat peril by which it bas just been asesiled, Mr, Par-
nell is called upon to make a saorifice that is & comparatively small
one in return for the many sacrifices which the most confiding and
generous people that ever fol.owed a political leader have made for
him. He now is called upon te study, not his owa political fature,
Dot the exigencies of party, but what is the best course to adopt in
the interest of Home Hale. Theracan be no two opinions. Mr, Par-
nell most remember that hedefied popelar aentiment, In Irelssd he
rode rough-shod over the feelinga of his own party, when, ia 1887, in
the pressuce of another perious crizia, he thrast this man O'dhea apon
the electors of Gulway. His action then left a wonnd in the minds
of some of his ablest followera which time has not nealed,”

London, November 20 —Mr, Morley addressed a meetiog of the
Liberal Federation at Sheffleld to.day. Beferring to the Parnell oase
he said they had special difficulties and anxieties st this moment, but
they never expected, when toey embarked on this voyage, oloudless
skive and snmmer seas. Having pot their banda to the work it was
their duty to keep the great Irish national goestion apart from
personal considers fons which did not belong tois, It waa their duty
n)w, as it aiwaya had been, to hold that question at the top ol the
public view, This doty happened to be difficalt at & moment when
the country was stirred by anxioug incidents apd paintul disclosures,
(bear, hear.) Tais matter might be considered in its proper time and
place. Bat they should not slacken for 2 moment their devotion to
what they had undertaken (prolonged cheering.) Ouly let them
Tecognise that nome of those disclosures in the slightest degree
derogated from the justice, urgenay, and sacrednses of & great cacse,
(cheers). Thatcause was as sound to-day as it ever was, and it became
trom day to-day more urgent a3 it drew nearer to the final issae
(cheers). Bo it was more than ever necessary to look st the case on
1 merita and allow potbing elae, however grave, to in‘erfere,

London, November 21.—Mr, 8tead, the editor of the Review of
Roriers, catled to-day at the London office of the Duablin #r2eman’s
Journal to present an ultimatum to Mr, Parncll, to whom he wished
10 bave 1t cooveyed thst unlese Mr, Parnell intimated within tweaty
bours to Mr. Stead that he bad resigned the lsadership of the Irush
party Mr. Stead woald proceed to open the batteries of the social purity
movement on him. 1t is not the offence against morals that excited
Mr, Bread's wrath, who gaye io his wltimstom ;—

“ 1 am prepared toallow,if you like, that committiog adultery is
no woree than taking a glass of wuiskey,” What Mr. Htead alleges
to be the cause of his wrath 19 that Mr. Parnell has deceived his
friends. .Mr. Btead saya that he will publish the verbatim report of
the proceedings before the divorce court, to wlich he will prefix a
mild criticism and ¢ommentary, This psmphlst he proposes to sell
at one penny, Mr, Stead declares bisopinion that Irieh Home Rula
may a8 well be relevaied to the planet Satura unlees Mr. Paroell is
thrown overboard immediately.

The Iondon Tablet saye .-~ In iteelf the conduct of Mr. Parnell
cannot prejadica the Lnish cause in either land, But it will bea
different thing 1f hig followers persist in retaining him, in the teeth
of his abhorrence of their Liberal allies, as co-leader with Gladstoas,
Isterconrse with Mr. diadstone will be especially dificait, There
ought 10 be no hesitation on the part of the Nationalists, In the
interest of elementary morality Catholics are bound to sever their
counection with Mr. Parnell. Tney may gratefolly remember his
servicee, but a3 & leader he ought to be impomseible in the fuiure”
All the English weekiy Cathulic papers are unammonus in tbeir con-
demnation of Mr. Parnsll.

The part of the Protestant religions press of England which has
been, on general Chriatian priociples, a strong advocate of Home
Ruale for Ireland, now goes beyond the Tory newspapers in warmth of
langusge 1n denouncing Parnell, The anger at his conduct finds
exprassion \n some pretiy firmsentences, The Methodist Timessayn 1 —

*If the Irish people are o degraded as to retamn Paroell, good-by
to Home Rnle. We have made many sacrifices to the Irish causs,
bat 1f the Irish race deliberately selec' as their chief & mao of Parouli's
type they are as incapable of self-government as their bittarest
encmies haveever asserted, Bach a race would prove themselves to
be unfit for anythi: g except a military despotiam.” Ductor Clifford,
the Congregational leader, writes ;" A man legally convicted of
immorality cannot lead in legiulation. If the members of the Irish
party do not wish to alicoate the sympathy of the English Badicals



