
Among a large collection of old curios ties left by the late HerrLeopoldEttel, of lun-<bruck, there was founl a large cupboard parti-tioned mto lookers, filled with instruments of torture of diff-rent
countries andperiods. The topmost locker was inscribed, "

Moderninstruments of torture of the nineteenth century," and on beingopened was found to contain rate papers, dunning letters and snm-
monsei.

The New Zkaland Loan and Mkbcantile Agency Co Limi-ted, report for the weekended January 12th ai follows "—
Fat Cattle.-269 he»d were yarded at Bnrnside for this day'ssa.es medium to prime quality. We quote-best bullocks, £7 to £8
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« hade more: medium, £5 10s to £8 10s;light, £3 12§ 6i to £6 2i6d;cows in proportion.
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eeSr"Beßt crOßß °red wethers,12a 6d to 13s 6d:medium,10s 6d to 12* 3d ; best do ewes, 11s 3d to 12* 3d, medium 8s 8d to11s.

Lambs— 79l penned. A few pens prime brought 9s 6d to 10a6d; medium togood, 5s 6d to8s 6d
»

Pi£«~~ 167 Penned- Suckers, 6s 6<l to 10s;Hips,12s to 15s 6dstores, 20s to 21s; porkers,23s to255; baconers, 27s to 29sStore Cattle.— The market for these continues dull a fewoccasionally change hands, but the demand 13 far frombeing aotiveand thenumberofferingconsiderably inexcess of requirements Theonly sorts that arein any demand aregrown bulloekß half to three-p&rts Ist
Btore Sheep.— We hive numerous enquiries for young sheepmerino andcrossbred of both sexes,with but few offarinz, while 00the other band a considerablenumberof oldsheepare for sale moreespecially merino of which a few salesarebeing effected, and severallarge lots areexpected to change hands during tbenext few days.
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J
he San FrancißCo m»11 we have priced cataloguesof the first three days of the last series of Colonial wool salesin Lon-don which fully confirms the unsatisfactory tenor of the cablegramspreviously received. Our Londoncircular whichis also tohandsays

that although reports from the manufacturing centres havenot re-cently been altogether of a reassuring nature the requirements of the\\ J? ?re u,Ddoubtedl7 considerable, and while the adoption of theMcKinley Tariff Bill in America and the lately increased cost ofproduction have for tbe time being at all events exercised a de-pressing influence on the market, the pre*ent position of the industrymay,on the whole, be regarded as a fairly satisfactoryone. Thesecond series of local sales was held at the Chamberof CommerceHall last Thursday and Friday when tbe attendance was larueandrepresentative, including English. Continental, and all the localbuyers,al*orepresentatives and ownersof four woollen manufactoriesThe improvementanticipated in business had been realised thoughperhaps not to the extent thatmight be looked for by some as satis-factory. Some of thp wools offered by us makea one-tenth to HiperIn more than was offered at our previous sale. Competition waskeen for light, fine, and well-grown good combing crossbred andhalfbred, but while a verygood demand existed for heavy and ooarselines, also merinos of all qualities, prices obtaining f)r th* formerwere relatively higher. We catalogued 1125 bales, none of whichshowed superior quality,but were all disposedof with the exceptionot ac ipof 250 biles greasy merino and a tew bales of scoured andwashed wo.l. Greasy crossbred and ha'fbredm .de 911 to lUdcoarse and heavy 6 1 to 9 1, quartered 7^1 to 10R m,rino s*l to91, longwool Gd to 8| \, pieces 41 to B£ii per 10.Sheepskins.— Atour weekly auction sil- on Vue«day, ws had theusual attendance of the trade, anl f >r aU good lots competition was
|tdirly active, last week's prices being fully maintained, especially
for green pelts and lambskins, while dr> i-kios war ■ easy. W* offereda f .IIcatalogue, comprising a good proportion of woolly ekins therest preen crossbred p It? and lambskins. Cmntrydry crossbred*inferior to medium, brought Is 61 to 3s 31;do do merino, Is 51 to3s yd;full.woolkd crossbmle, 3s 9Ito 6s 31 ; do do merino 3s 8dto 5s 10) ;dry pelts, 51to Is 4 I; gre-n cossbred p-lte,Is 7d lg 61Is51 Is4d, Is 31;do lambskins, la 7d, la 6d, Issd, U 4 I,'Is 3d,'

Ribbit«king—
A very good demand prevails at the auctionswhenever any are offered, but thePupp y is very much contracted,

and the number now changing hinds is necessarily to a verylimitedextent;only oddlots of inferior quality as a rule now come to mar-ket, but are easily placed although at low p. ices. We offdred asmiil catalogue this week, which elicited keen competition, whenfull prices wereobtained, quality consi iered.Hides.— There is nochange torecord, andpricesremain unalteredMedium and light weights badly saved are still difficult to place,'
except at very unsatisfactory prices, whihheavy weights areinshortsupply and in demand. We quote, good conditioned heavy hides,2|i to 2fd ;extra heavy, 31;medium, 2d to2|l;light,Hi toVi "
inferior and slippy, Idto l{d per Ib.

* '
Tallow.-We have the following cablegram from our Londonoftcedated 9 h inst.:" Market firmer, fine muttoD worth27s 6I;goodbeef, 25s 9iper cwr." Th- stock in thelocal market, except that heldby manufacturers, is exceedingly light, nardly *ny bem<» in agentshands, in consequence any coming forward is readily placedat abouttqual to late rates which are pretty muca in symp.thy with thosecurrent m the Home market. We quote— prime rendered muttonl'Js to 20s;medium to good,163 to 183 ; inferior and mixed, 12s 6dto los 6d. Rough fat continues tohave a very gOldgOld demand at forbeat mutton ciul 13s to 14s ;inferior to meiium and good, 13s to12s9 iprr cwt.
Grim.—W heat : It will be satisfact ,ry to note that the Englishmarket ontinucs firm and sligntly advancing The ContinentalaUo has an upward tendency, and the Ameiicm unchanee1. Thisimproved tone will doubtless bjreflected in the colonial market

—
Locally stocks of prime milting are low, with perhaps the exceptionot luscan, of which there is a moderate supply, though not more thanwill probibly be required for Home consumption, bte ratesara there-fore are most likely to harden than otherwise. We quote— Besttuscan,:5s 91 to 3s 101;extra primea shade more, medium to good,.is6dto3sßd; best red wheat, 3s 51 to3s 6i ;medium, 3s 4d to 31315d ; inferior 2929 9d to 3s 3d (ex store). Oats :The market duringtuepast week has not been quiteso lively. The specuUtivespirit
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Commercial.Ltti nin VffeCtlOnßthatVffeCtlOnßthat »" o"* »nd sanctify them, sneer..Uh- fh
Kf° POlweuryey ceyeßtowary eßtoward 8 the veil, and mock* at themelodies that expressthe thousandemotions of thespiritual life. Bat

♥*«TI FeigVf terror la9t ? Jt is but « Bl>ort time whenintellect finds how much religion has done to purify elevate, andrestrain humanity and how powerless is mere intellect to grapplewith the emotional vices,whichreligion so controlled. It was so inFrance, it isso inItaly. Pride of intellect is rampmt in the age ofmeducnty, andegoism. When themind rejects theEternal Verities,denies the Unseen, and refus s toaccept sbrjudedrevelat.on, it m yenjiyabrief thrill of triumpknnt superiority,butthis isd-arly boughtwith a cold and joyless life. He who crushes his aspirations andbeats downhis awe andreverencefor theUuseea is like an unnaturalparent who crushes his offspring to death. Intellectmlgrowth,unaccompained by the flowers and foliageof the hean'a growth may
be startling, but it isneither c during Dor lovely.And in the darknessbesotment may occur.

'
What does "sot'mean ? Itmeans,— ass, fool;blinded,steeped ;andsomething more.Itmeansone whobaa abandonedaspiration, whohas ceased to Ion?for the Onseen, or to feel the thrill of anoble ambition. Besotmenc orthe stateof the sot, is like tuberculosis,more or less gradual in itsdevelopment, but sure. The tubercle of the soul is bornin darknessItshrinks fromthe light and does its dreadful work unseen Ithasdone it upon the noblest victims. Hopeless and despairing thedarkenedmind abandonsitself to the pleasuresof thehour or at maybe) seeksnepenthe. What are our temperance reformers about, withtheirquack nostrums and clumsy regimen T Here is thekey to theworst developmentsof intemperance. Tne drunkenness that comesfrom merephysical exuberance is a very little thing compared withthat wbxch proceeds from the blindnessof the spirit, from hopelessgioping anddespairing effort. Besotment, indifference to all con-sequences, aband »nment to the present, are the abysses into whichthose in the dark areprone to fall.

The denouementof the dram* isdespair,-complete loss of horje.Will the readerace jmpany me to this profoundest depth ? Itis notinvitine, butmy purpose is t>explore the biddenplaces ;for itis notin the light of day that tragical lives work themselves out;it is inthe dark. The misery we see is but a little of the misery that exists.Itisnot that the " light ofGod
"

ceases toshine upon the soul:it vthatby yearsof self-indulgence, of pride of intellect,of nsregard anidenial,— the victim envelopeshimself ina darkneag so dense that the■oft beams of Heavenly Light are effectually shut out from himAnd itis to this sad conditionthat thousands of Luman hearts a-ereduced asIhave shown. It is to this <ud condnon that secularism
is bringing our youth. Despite the dark environment of the soulsome spark of the Eternal fire, a" Star of the E ist

"
burns within-enough to prevent theheart from qnite forgetting the claims of theProvidentCreator and theGenerous fiederm-r. Here is the tragedyThe soul has encased itselfanddeprived itself of grace and guidance

"'
but it cannot extinguisn the eternal fire which ever stnve3 to stimu-'late it to virtue. Bu- by this time the soul is weakened, and whenunder the stimulus of inward fire ii 9 retches forth its hand fordeliverance it fails to grasp it, and falls back into black despair Itgrows weaker with every futile effort an1, aUays despaimg, dra«sout tne rest of its frightful term in unutterable misery. Here is thekey to the wasted lives that go on around us d t.ly. Hera is the k^y
to half ihe vice we see, to the strange abandonment of some of thebest and mrst lovely lieea to the low st vine, to the phenomenon
which one unhappy poet has r.ferred 10 in this pregnant line "—"Our sweetett songs a-e those which t-11 of sa idest t nlights."

How little the casual obs rver knowsi.f ibe deikness which theshowy veil of laughter and biighin^s of en covers. To me, n>requitm is so sad, no passing hell so suggestiveof woe— as thedazz-lingbrightness of an ucna-uia' j >y. Aud we s.-e it ,\ iiv around us.It is aspecial productof the ag.' in which we live. How many mm isis the owift advauce of our civilisation and seculansm driving todespair ? n

Thus far, dear re.der,have we explored the dark regions Myguidance has been faithful, if :ot skiliul, anIIhave s'nven cumjUtibut, to show you the horrors of ihe Dark. Valley, not to make apicture, but to bringyou face to face with reality. You will perhapsanswer me that it is useless to gain the lignt if we do not
"

walk aschildren of light." Iamnot sj pure of that. It is of course 1 re-eminently desirable that spiritual illumination should be accom-
panied with actual reform of life. But Ican conceive ofthe onepre-ceding the other, of the spirit awakening in the dawn, but beiDgunable toat oncemarshal its subordinate forces into the right pathThere occurs then an incongruity ;— the innerand the outer mauarcnot the same. But it is a victory, and the subordinate nof the hfeto the guidance of the aw.kened spiiit follows— tardily it maybe,but surely, and in the Final Judgment tne pious intention countsfor mucn. This,however,is not all ;nor is it the greatest thiDg. Theimmediate effect of this awakening is less considerable than itsultimate effect, which is the infu-ion of spiu'.uahty into the genera-tions that comd alter the conver s. The gum growsand fructifies in
succeeding agrs ;— every germof spirituality isa grain of good seed.And this brings us to the corfinea of the dirk regions. At thispnint the gloomy silence is broken by the jjjous bells that ushrr inthe dawn. The peal, resounding "o'er moor, and crag, and fen

"
reaches our ears hs the first glimmer of light rewards our washingeyes. In this solemn moment we stand, appalled at the darkn>'«s>behind üb, andgladdertd with the streak <f c minglight. We <.tan ion the verge. Our next step must bj upward to greet the ua*n ordownwards* to dwell for ever with the niyht.
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