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the traditions and affections that surround and sanctify them, sneets
at the lifting op of we .ty eyea towards the veil, and mocks at the
melodies that expresa the thousand emotions of the spiritual life. Bat
how long does this reign of terror last ! It is but A short time when
intellect finds bow much religion has done to parify, elevate, and
restrain humanity, and how powerless ia rmere intellcet to grapple
with the emotiopal vices, which religion 8o controlied, It was go in
Fraoce, it is so in Italy, Pride of intellect ia rampant in the ags of
mediocrity, and egolsm, When the mind rejects the Kternal Verrties,
denies the Unseen, and refus s to sccept sarsuded revelation, it m
ev] oy a brief thrill of triumphnt Rupertority, but thia is d-arly bought
with & cold and joyless life. He who crushes bis aspirations and
beats down his awe and reverence for the Unseea is liks an monatora:
perent who crushes his offspring to death. Intellectnl growth,
unaccompained by the flowers and follage of the heari's growth may
be startling, but it is neithor e duriong por lovety.

And in the datkness besotment may oceur, What does * sot’
mean? It tmeans,—ass, fool ; blinded, s'eeped ; and samethieg more,
It means one who has abandoned sepiration, who has ceased to long
for tke Unseen, or to teel the thrill of a noble ambirion. Besotmenc or
the state of the eot, is like tuberculosis, more ot less gradual in ita
development, but sure. The tubercle of the sonl is bora in darkness,
It sbriaks from the light and does its dreadfnl work unseen, It has
done it upon the noblest vigtime, Hopeless and despairing, the
darkened mind ababdnna iteelf to the plenenres of the hour or (it may
be) seeks nepentds, What are our temperance reformers abont, with
their quack nostrums and clumsy regimen ¢ Here is the key to the
worst developments of intemperance. Tue drunkenness that comes
frem mere physical exuberance 13 & very littls thing compared with
that which proceeds from the blindoess of the spirit, from hopeless
groping and despairing effurt, Besotment, jodiff -tence to all con.
s quences, aband :nment to the present, are the abysses into which
those in the dark ate prone to Fall.

The denowement of the drama is despair,— complete losa of hope.
Will the reader acc .mpany me to this profoundest depth ? It is not
invitiog, but my purpose is t>explore the hiiden places ; for itis not
in the hgh! of day that tragical lives work themselves out; it is 1n
tbe dark, The miscry we see is bat a little of the migery that exiats.
1t is not that the “ light of God " ceases to shina upon tha soul : 1t is
that by years of self-induigence, of pride of intellect, of fisregard an1
depial,—the victim envelopes himself 1o a darkness so degse that the
soft beama of Heavenly Light ure eff:ctually shut out from him,
And it i3 to this ad coodition that thousands of tuman hearts ae
reduced as I bave shown, It is to this «1d condirion that §zcularism
is bringing our yonth, Despite the dark environment of the saul,
some spark of the Eternal fire, a * Star of the E gt ” burns within—
enough to prevent the Leart from grite forgetting the claims of the
Provident Creator and the Generous Redecm-r, Mere is the tragedy.
The poul has encased itself and deprived itself of grace and guidance;
but it cannot extingitisn the eternal fire which ever strives to stimu-
late it to virtue, Bu' by this time the soul ig weakened, and whueo
upder the stimulus of inward fire i1 s retches forh it hand for
deliveranee it fails to grasp it, and falls back into black despawr. It
grows wesker with every futile effurt an i, always despairir g, drags
ont tne rest of 1t8 frighiful term in uountterable misery. Here 13 the
key to the wasted lives that go ou around us di.ly. Here 1s the key
1o half the vice we see, 1o the strangs ahandonment of scme of the
best and mcat lovely lives to the luw st vire. to the phenomenon
which one unbappy poet has rferred 1o in this pregoant line ;—

Y Oure aWectest Bongs are thoge whieh 11 of sa dest 1 nzhig”

How httle the casual obe rver knows of 1he ve:kness which the
showy veil of laughter and biightos of en eovers, [o me, n»
requitm is 80 eud, no paseing hell so suggestive of woe—ag the Aazz-
ling brightness of an ucnaruwial iy, Aud we wee it d 1y around s,
It is a spreial produet of the ag. in whish we hve, How mMADY miD i
is the swift advauce of yur civilisation aud sceolaiism driving to
despair?

Thus far, dear re.der, have we explored the dark rezions,
guidance has been faizhful, 1f : ot skiltol, ant [ have s'riven, cum
Retibus, to show you the hotrers of 1he Dark Valley, not to make s
preture, but to bring you face to face with reality, You will pertiaps
answer me that 1t is useless to gain the lignt 1f we do not “* walk a-
children of light.,” T am not s, sure of that, It 13 of course | re.
eminently desirable that spintual illumiuation should be accom-
panied with actual reform of life. But I can conceive of Lthe gue pre-
ceding the other, of the epirit awakening in the dawn, but beicg
unable to at once marshal its subordinate forces 1nto the right path.
There occurs then an incongruicy ;—the 1nner and the outer mat are
oot the same. But it 13 a victory, and the subordinatii g of the l:fe
to the puidance of the aw.kened spirit follows—tardily it may be,
but eurely, and in the Final Judgment tre pious intention eounts
for muen, This howerver, is not all ; nor is it the greatest thiog. The
immediate effect of this awakening is less considerabls than its
ultimate effect, which is the iufusion of spitlinality into the genera.
ione that coms after the conver 8. The gum grows and fructifies in
succeeding ag-s ;—every germ of spirituality 19 a grain of good seed,

And this brings us to the corfines of the dark resone. At thiy
point the gloomy silence ia broken by the jsyous beils that asher 10
the dawo, The peal, resvunding *o'er moor, and crag, and fen,"
Teaches our ears as the first ghmmer of hght rewards gur wa'ching
eyes. Inthis sulemn moment we stand, appalled st the darkmess
bebind us, and ginddered with the streak (£ ¢ ming hght., We stan i
om the verge, Quor next step must be wvpward tu greet the vaw n, or
downwarng 10 dwell for ever with the oight,

—_—————

My

Among & large collection of ald earios ties left by the late Herr
Leopold Ettel, of Iun«bruek, there was founl a large cupboard parti-
tioned 1uto Jockers, filled with instruments of torture of diff-rent
countries and periods.  The topmoat locker waa inscribed, ** Moderg
instruments of torture of the pineteenth century,” and on being
opened was found te contaln rate papers, duoning letters and sam.
monses.

mercrl.

—————

THe NEW ZRALAND LOAN AND MERCANTILE Agexscy Co, LiMi-
TE&D, report for the week ended Jaauary 12th as follows :—

Fat Cattle.—~269 head were yarded at Bornside for this day’s
saies, medium to prime quality, We quote—best bullocks, £7 to £8
—a [ew extra heavy a shade more; medium, £5 108 to £4 10s;
Light, £3 123 €1 to £8246d ; cows in proportion,

Fat Sheep.—Best crossbred wethers, 123 84 to 133 64 ; medinm,

108 6d to 123 3d ; best do ewes, 11a 3d to 123 3d, medium 8s 84 to
113,

TCom

Lambs—791 penned.
64: mediam to good, 53 64 to 8s 6

Pigs—167 penned. Backers, 63 63 to 10s ; nlips, 129 to 15s 6d:
stores. 20s to 21s; porkers, 234 to 25s; baconers, 273 to 29s

Brore Cattle.—~The market for these continues dall, & fow
occasionally change hands, but the demand 13 far from being active
and the number off:ring conaiderably in excess of fequirements, The
oely sorte that are in any demand are grown bullocks half to thres.
parts {at

Btore sSheep.—We Liave numerons enquiriea {or young sheep,
merino and erossbred of both sexes, with but few offaring, whils on
the other band a considerable number of old sheep are for male, more
ezpecially merino of which a few sales are being effacted, and several
large lots are expected to change hands during the next fow daya,

Wool,—By the S8an Francisco mail wa have priced catalogues
of the firet tiree days of the last seriesof Colonial wool sales in Lon-
don which fully confirms the unsatisfactory tenor of the cablegrama
previons'y received, Our London cirecular which is also to hand says
that although reports from the manufacturing centres have not re-
cently been altozether of a reassuring natare the requirementa of the
trade are uodoubtedly conmderable, and while the adoption of the
McKinley Tariff Bill in Amerieca and the Istely inoreased ooat of
prodoction have for the time being at all events exercised a de.
pressing inflaence on the market, the preseot pogition of the indastry
may, on the whole, be regarded ag & fairly satisfactory one. Tha
s~cond eerivs of local eales was held at the Chamber of Commerca
Hall last Toaraday and Friday when the atteodsnce was large and
repre-entutive, including English, Coatinental, and all the local
buyers, al:o representatives and ownere of four woollen manafactories,
The improvement anticipaled in business had been realised, though
perbaps not to the extent that might be looked for by soma aa gatis-
factory, Some of the wools affered by us make a one-tenth to 141 per
Ib more than was coff-red at our previous sale, Competition was
keen for light, fine, and well-grown good combing crosshred and
halibred, but while a very good demand exiated for heavy and soarse
lmes, alvo merinos of &li qualities, prices obtaining fr the former
were relatively higher, We catalogued 1125 bales, none of which
showed sagerior quality, but were all disposed of with the excaption
of acip of 250 bdes greasy merine and a tew bales of scoured and
washed wo . Greasy crossbred and hafhred mde 941 o 114d,
coarse and beavy 6| to 91, quarterbred 741 to 103d, mrino 531 to
914, lovgwool 64 to 8} Y, pieces 41 to 8id per tu,

Sheepskins.—At our weekly auction vul= on Tuesday, wa had the
usus} attendance of the trade, ani fr a'l good Jots competition was
farrly active, last week's pricea being fully maintained, especially
for green pelis and lambsking, while dry skios wer - easy. Wa offared
a f.ll e1talogne, comprising & good proportinn of waoolly sking, the
reat preen crossbred p lte and lamhskins, Chuntry dry cromshreds,
infertor to medium, brought 13 61 to 33 31 i do do mering, 18 51 to
34 vd; full-wooll.d crossbreds, 3391 to 63 31 ; do do merino, 33 84
ta 53 1015 ory pelts, 51te 15 41 gren crueghred p-lte, 14 74,13 61,
la53, 1941, 18 31; do lambsking, la 7d, 1s 63, 1s 54, 1341, 1a 34,
s 21,

Rabbiteking-—A very good demand prevails at the auctions
whenever any are offered, but the supp ¥ i8 very much coatractad,
and the number vow changing hinds 18 necessarily 10 a very limited
extcet ; only odd luts of inferior quality as & rale now come to mar-
ket, but are easily placed although at low prices, We offered a
smill caralogue this week, which elieted keen competition, when
full prices wers obtained, quality consi tered.

Hides.—There isnochange fo record, and prices remain unaltered
Medium aud livht weights badly saved are still difcult to place,’
except at very unsatisfactory prices, whila heavy weights ate in short
supply and 1o demand, We quote, good conditicued beavy mides,
2341 10 2] ; extra beavy, 31; medium, 2d to 244; light, 14d to 11d;
toferior and slippy, 1d to 144 per 1b,

Tallow.—~We have the following cablegram from our London
cffice dated 9 h 1ost. : ** Market firmer, fine muttoo worth 273 61 3 good
beef, 253 91 per ewt.” The stock in the lozal matket, except that hald
by manufacturers, is exceedingly light, nardly any bemng in agents
bands, 1n consequeace any coming forward is readily placed at ahout
tqual 1o late raies which are pretty muen in sympithy with thoss
current 1 the Home market, We quote—prime rendered mutton,
193 to 208 ; medium to good, 163 to 184 ; inferior and mixad, 12s 84
to I3 64. Rough fat continues to bave s very goyd demand at for
best mutton caul 133 to 143 ; 1nferior to melium and good, 1Jsto 12a
9 prr owt,

Gruin.—Whear : It wall bz satisfact .ry to note that the English
market ¢tinues firm and shgntly advancine, The Continental
also bas an upward tendency, ani the Americin unchangei, This
improved tone will doubtless bs reflscted 10 the eolomal market,—
Locally stocks of prime miliing are low, with perbaps the exception
of tuscan, of which there is a moderata gupply. though a0t mure than
will probibly be required for Home consumption, iite rates are there.
fore are most hkely to harden than otherwise, We quote--Beat
tuscan, 33 91 1o 34 101 ; extra prime a shade more, medinm to good,
33 6d to 33 84 ; best red wheat, 33 51 to 3s 61 ; medium, 33 44 to 33
5d; inferior 23 94 to 33 3d (ex store). Oats: The market duering
tie past week has not been quite mo lively, The speculative spirit

A few pene prime brought 9 6d to 10a



