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rr^hyt6r?> S1;g°' The Bishopdiscußßed with tbehonour-Julnr Th 'be presentHgrarian and pnbticalsituation, the poUto

TnwT'/PP^3!!s!'"^ 11106* enlhnßia«tic meetine washeld in theiown H*il, Lashel, under the presidency of Very R^v Dean
UeBn!nt;8

n!nt;nn
ded
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ce U w« fhoaght that th« .uthSS
h»ri lnten^ed Prf^ent.ng the meeting, as close on onehundred policehad been drafled into tewn during themorning by car fromClonmel.meeting was most successful, numerically «nd financially
hv lnv ll llTneha9beenreleased from Cork Gaal. She was m*t
nt funu n £ ml.m

I. !*.ryBecretar>'- Hnd J- Murphy, assistant secretary,of the Cork NationalLeague, and immed atelydriven to the Mayor's
iJTlf^i* f a

lemained duril'g "be day. Inthe evening shelelt for Clonmel and wasaccompanied to the station by the Mayorand MayoreMand Mibs Horgan,Dr. Tanner andJ. Morro^h,M.P.'b "

AldermanO'Bnen, J. Slattery.E.Walsh, C.J. O'Riordan,and J. 0.

rpin7T t̂eTTf°f d*~T^ widow Power'of Stradbally, has beenreinstated inher farm. This, it is claimed, is mainly due to thevigorous stand made by tbe men of that diatr.ct, and the way iawhich the agent and landlordwereshownupby the Munster Jteprtu.
\v. ,aIVD^^gathering of tbe good men and true of Watefford,Wexford, Kilkenny Tipperary, Limerick, and Cork a few Sundaysago assembled on the grand old political battlefield of Waterfordcity, Ballvbnken, to demand the release of JohnDaly andhis com-
panions,at present illegally confined in Chatham Prison, EnglandMartin Arthur and Nicholas Murphy worked up thedemonstration',which wasa decided success.

Westmeath.- Most Rev. Dr. Nulty, Bishop of Meatb,aniv.d recently in Mullingar from Rome, when- he proceeded topre-sent the Peters Pence collection of the dioceee to p(,pc Leo XIIIThe Bishop w«b met at (he station by animmense crowd of people!who cheered repeatedly. F v '
v- u

ag
u
aD;»° f Kathconne!l

-
whograbbed a firm at Martinstown fromwhich tbe Misses Deverell were evicted, has now givenit udThe blacksmiths of Westmeath, learning the general"lesson ofcombination touniversally taught,are about toform a unionlor theirprotection.

"Wexford.— Edward Mordaunt and G. Kavanagh, the twowell-known Campaigners, have been released from Duudalk GaolBoth men looked well, and had no hing to complain of. At Arklowthe Campaigners of the Cool«reany estate turned out en naste andaccorded Mr. Mordaunt a magnificnt reception. At Gorey he wasalso welcomed toliberty by great numbers of his compatriots

CONVERSION: AN ANALYSIS.
fin Three Chapters.)

By Watfabek.

Prefatory.
Itis only in a missionary spun that Iset down this record of ex-
periences, this a'aljsis ot couversio i, in f-e hope that the perusal ofit may assist those who jet "'

halt between 'wo opinion"
"

to f ,l!ow
the streak of light whica Almighty God sheds udl.ii the darkest lilu-pathß.

WelliDgton, December 30, ib'JO.

I-Dahknesh.
DaikneßE— physical, mental, and spiritual— involves PutMing,but no tuff, rmg is comparable wnh th.it of thespiutua ly bli d. Forthe spirituality of man is the very essence ol his btio". It ia aphysiological trutn ti at the br^iu governs the bo'ly, but"it is even

more impbaticahy Uue that the temperament or the spiri'ua.iwof the man governs both brain and body ;and in this a"c ofmaterialism the general tendency is tosuppress sentiment— in otherwords, to ignore the siunual elem.nt. Yet.however westrive totreadunder foot or to spurn the spnitual, we can never succeedIt isunquenchable,and though it may be reduced to a smouldering
coDdition, it can never be extinguished,ar.d its vitality must and willassert itseif. How greatly human life is governed t>\ sentiment veryfew people consider. What isMjntimint ,' It is the first link of thechain that binds us to our CVaior. to the unseen, to the world be-hind, and tLc wond beyo> d. Ith a

"
chi. f mimsiei m life's feast

"
the power that leads usupward inour thoughts,theaogel that guidesus to s>mpathy ;inshort, elevaUs and m kes useful our lives It isthe foundation of purity : it aiises in vapour and crysialises in'virtueihecoDiution of him in whom spirituality m dwarfed is muredeplorable than that of his brother, who seesnot the physical beautiesof earth, and of hib still more hapVss biother whuse reason isdarkened. Materialism will have its ",iay ; but "history icpcatbitse.f in each domain, and the time is at hand when a levolt ofsecularism wih take place , aid weary m.inkmd, tued of a loyhssmaterialism, will lon* fui the sweet cut.solutions ol Ihepast. lh..very peifectncHH of the prthent structuro of society m due to its fouu-daUona Th- "" bood of nartyrs

"
and the te.trd ot earnest tuli i-baffl d but never discouraged, prepared the groundon which aro-ethe labnc of our religion. That religion taught man his duty toAT^nn y God, to his neighbour, and lo himse f ;and ou this'sureifWdation family life— nation^ life— the entire fabric of societyarose. Sentiment substantiated itself into law. The Unssen was thefoundation of the Seen. The Ideal was the rock on which localisationwas built.

1have devotedso much ot my introductory remarks to this snb-lect because Ifeel veiy deeply its importance as a basis;because Isee in sentiment the bans of luturc triumph. To-day we eec around

us a traeic struggle for existence amongmen. Nothingconid be morehopeless and unhappy tb»-i ibe lot <f the workers whop -rforce obeythe behHßt of the monopolists. And it is from this ramof blood andtears that we seenow arising a seniment that will anon become arealisation. The rights of oar common humannature and of labourar.> bemg recognised, and the brotherhood of man in courseof accomplishment. He who sees not this, whose eyes areclod to the "signs of the times
"

is indeed blind,and dwells inda kness Similarly, he who is satisfied win the present,iMimdually, is "in a bad case." The darkness of the spirit mar
in. eed be felt. There is (to put itin the vaguest way possible") anumpen power ; there is an unsden future. W« have proceeded froma mysteriousPast. We arehastening towards asm seriousa futureB. twe n these, do'bel in a ma erial being, we move, with anim-peif.-ct vision. W.th tb« best of us vision is imperfect; but if wenave not evenan imperfectvision, if before our eyes there is notevena green hill far away beyond the city wall

"
if there is noshadowyP*7k> °,? JllllllllOl3BJ 111111110138 »atare, how hopeless is our lot; for this life isatt-r all but a tragical pilgrimage, and of all the good things it mayyield we c.n carry none away. And besides, in our dark hours(and dark hours descend upon the happiestof us) do we not long forsome prospect outside the present; in our moments of doubt anddisgust, of fear and trouble— do we not yearn for ahigher life "

do we not tu-n to theUnseen, donot our eyesache for rest1
�,, . "is from tn'8 v'Bion, from this weariness that religion springsIhis, in brief, is the history of rel gion. Idoubt very much how-ever, whether there has ever been si much spiritual darkness in theworld asnow prevails. Revolt from system (toooften corrupt) hasproduced Secularism and indiffirentism. The pursuit of

"'
wanderingfares .has been a too frequent but always unhappy chase. Thoseimost engrossed ia this world's affairs have foun1it uns%tisfactoryaud inthe endprofitless, or havedespised themselves for their hypo-

critical pretence. For there are moments when every man's
conscience ho'da for him

'"
the mirror up tonature

"
Therefore tradeha as successfully ashe may, lethimput on the semblance of religious

seotina.Nt ,s he may, h^ is but a materia'ist, and when earthl* joysfail him, he has no other source of conso.ation, for his spiritual orbsareaiguless, or his visionis ob.ique.
Perhaps, indeed, the lot of those in whom the spiritual indeveloped in preponderance, is even more unhappy in this world.When sentim-nt counterbalances calculationaltogether, the resultla disastrous The spirit then gropes about and finds no foothold—

i<t h.re area hundred p atforais of sectarianism, aadall weak. Ishould say the son of Anglicanism has the loosesi foothold of all;f<jr he belongs toan institu ion founled upjnajAct of Parliament('o say no more). There is no central authority and nodisaipliae. butthere are exaspera ing phantoms of both. For the so-called" Dissenter," what is there ? A sham, a hideous sham, a turmoil cf"private interpretation," a nauseiting P uritan issue ; a cloak forgreed, graspingness, andcold-heartedness,a respectable-lookingcloaktoo, which fits every wearer and shelters him fiom reproach,Marriageala mode forsoothI Where is theHogarth of this d "ade
to giveusReligionala mode * Wtoat is the alternative then to themini which hns not yet received (or rather has failed to perceive)
the true light ? The alternative is theDirk Abyss of free thought
into whicn many noble souls have hurled themselves indespair.

This is darkness There are souls wilfully and determinedly
dark ;there are also soulsdriveninto darkneßs. The latter aremorenumerous ; but the lot of both is hard. Dark ess bro >dmg on thaface of the waters issid t > see. Icaiconceive no lotmore dreadful
than tnat of a soul whichh s wilfully darkened itself, or has fljwa in
despair from an apparently futile pursuit of h.rht, in'o the outerdaikre-s ot unbelief. Yet that, Iyen ure to say. has been the ex-
pert nee of most convert-. Iwould not beckon anyone into thesedark snadows, yetIwould like to see even the great proc^s-ioo that
now yearly enters t'lem, uicreas.ng in nirnbers. Tri-i goon, thea«fuln> ss of this Cimmeria, nre indescribable,but there a Styx which
everyon>- must cross who wdulIenj >y unlading ani truepleasures.

Tne dangers and disadvantages of spiritual darkness,however,
are not merely negative. Tisay that the darkened soul gmh without
all ti at the ilumuied soul enjoys do"Snot exhaust the subj ct. Toemmd spiri'ually dirk ishaoie to fall v ider the m <u>,tei9 and in-
fluences that dwell in the darknets— pride vi mcllect, b^sotmeat,
despau,— each able to wreck a human life.

Pride of intellect is a conspicuous failing of civiluod humanity
to day,and it is the tailing most difficult to convict anybody of. The
iramtiisi' strides of scientific enquiry, the magnificent results that
have been achieved in ihe domain of science, the ex*raordinaiy effects
which these- htve had on humin lite, have in iced quickened andmultiplied the growthof the infirmity, which,no >le and natural us
it may aprear income aspecte, is still an infirmity which, allowed
to remain undisturot.d, becomes a dangerous malady. Pride of in-tellect is fatal to the intellectual growth itself -much more to the
spiritual or inner life. From it springs theEgoism which hinders
piotjiess. mental and Bpiritu.il. It is quite a mistake, corrected by
daily expenet cc, to think that the greatest minJi of the age are the
least religiously incline 1 : it is just the greatest minds whichare the
u-H'-t besot with juidcof intr'ket an 1 are neireit to the Divine Idea'
or b( mix "as htt c chil iren." The grea tst ben factors of the agentis
its trutb-Htukeis, whose c\v. lilted t> the firmament, discern the
ti\» lii' *l ,-iy well an the bnghtness of truth, who long far the Unseen
hud adore the Una terable. The Helf-sntisfaclioi ttut follow^
t'lumphant rescauh is the parent of Egoism, and th« forerunner (j£
dcolii o. Itwa* so in agfß goue by, it is no t>- Uy. Tno *prea lof it
is fatal to spiritual >ife. and the failure ol that growth
will bave —

ray. is having
—

tff cts appalling to c<ntemplate.
"Take off thy shoes from off thy feet, fjr the place wheieoa
thou Biandesr is holy ground "

; the inscription is fading
in the sconhing heat of intellectual pride. The Unseen is to be
appraised and subj cted to the ciuciblel "The oc> an and thj
mountain of Divine Tiuth

"
must be he.d in the holiow of hu'uan

miel.eel's " tiny haDd, or weighed in its tiny scales." l'rulu puJls
dov»u the tcmplee and overthrows the shriucs, aud laugbd to scum

Friday, January 16, 1891. NEW ZEALAND TABLET 11


