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B8t. Mary's Preshytery, 8ligo. The Bishop discussed with the honour-
able membera the pres:nt ngrarian and political sitvation, the potato
f:llur?,.lbe becessily of public worke, and 1he proposed ref »rm 1n the
industrial trainine of psuper children, He expressed himself atrongly
in favour of the Collooney aud Clar morris line ol ught rallway, and
the drainage of the Geevagh aad Owenmore rivers.

Tipperary.—A most enthasiastic meeting waa held in the
Town Hall, Casbel, under the presidency of Very Rev, Dean
Kinane, in aid of 1he Defence Fung. It was thought tbat the suthori-
tivs intended preventing the meeting, as ¢lose on one hundred prlice
bad been drafied into town during the morning by car from Clonmel,
1he meeting was most succesaful, numwerically and financiaily,

Miss Cullinane has been releaged from Cork Gasl., She was met
by J. C Forde, boporary secrefary, xnd J. Murphy, assistant sccre ary,
of the Cork National League, and immeq ately driven to the Mayor's
residence, where she Temained during the day, In the evening she
leit for Cloomel, and was sccompanied to the station by the Mayor
and Mayoress and Miss Horgan, Dr. Tanoer and J. Motrogh, M.P.'s ;

#ldermun O'Brien, J, Blattery, E. Walsb, C. J, O'Riordan, and J. C.
orde,

. Waterford.—The widow Power, of Stradbally, has been
reinstated io her farm. This, it is claimed, is mainly doe to the
vigerons etand made by the meu of that diatr.ct, and the way ia
whoich the agent and landlord were shown up by the Munster Fopres.

An immense gathering of the good men and true of Waterford,
Wexford, Kilkenny, Tipperary, Limerick, and Cork a few Sundays
ago assembled on the graud old political battlefield of Waterford
city, Ballybriken, to demaid the release of John Daly and his com-
panions, at present illegally confined in Chatham Prison, England.
Martin Artbur and Nichalus Marphy worked up the demonstration,
which was a decided suceess,

Westmeath,—Most Rev. Dr. Nulty, Bishop of Meath,
ariived recently in Mallingar from Rome, wher he proceeded 1o pre-
sent the Peter’s Pence cullection of the diocess to Pupe Leo XIIIL
The Bishop wns met at che station by an immense crowd of people,
who cheered repeatedly,

Fagan, of Rathconnell, who grabbed a £rm at Martinstown from
which the Misses Deverell were evicted, has now given it up.

The black:mithe of Westmeath, learning the gecersl lesson of

combination £o nuiversally taught, are abouat 1o form & uniun iorther
protection,

Wexford.—Edward Mordaunt and G, Kavanagh, the two
well-kuown Uampaiguers, bave been released from ['nadalk Gaol,
Botk men looked well, and had no biog to complain of. At Arklow
the Camprigners of the Coolureany estate turned out en masse and
accorded Mr. Mordaant & magpific nt reception, At Gorey he was
also welcomed to liberty by great numbers of hig compatriots,

CONVERSION: AN ANALYSIS.
(In Three Chapters.)

.
By WAYFAREK,

PREFATORY,
It is only in & missionary spirit that I set down this record of ex-
periences, this a' alysis ot couversio, 1n the bope that the perus.l of
it may assist those who yet * halt between *wo opinions,” to f llow
the streak of nght whicn Almighty God sheds upun the darkest Jite-
patha.
Welliogton, December 30, 1590,

l — DAKKNESH,

Darkness——physical, mental, and spiritval—involves ruffering,
but no suff niog 18 cumparable wirh that of toe 8pititua Iy bh d. For
the spinituali'y of man 1 the very essence of hig being, Tt i a
pbyuiological truto trat the breio governs the body, but 1t 18 cven
mwore «mpbalicaliy Lue that the tumpersment or the 8pITI Uty
of tbe man governs both bLraww and bedy ; and in this awc of
materialism tue general tendency 1w to suppress sentiment—in other
words, to 1gnore the rjunual element,  Yet, however we strive to
tread under fool or to spuio the spiitual, we ean mever succeed,
It 18 urquenchable, and though 1t may be reduced tq a smouldering
coedition, 1t can never be cxtingwshed, and 1ts vitality must and wi'l
aspert 1tseif. How greatly human uie 1s governed oy sennment very
few people consider, What 1s wenttment? It s the firet Link of the
chaiu that binds us to onr Cieaor 1o the lineeen, to the world be-
hind, and the worid beyor d, Tuas a v f mimgter 1o ife’s foast,™
the power that Loads us upward in our thuughts, the angel that guides
us to ympathy ; o shert, elevates and m kes usefal our hives, Iris
the foundation of purity : 1 anses:n vapour and erysialises m virtue,

The conuition of him 1n whom spintealuy s dwarfed is more
depiorable than that of s brother, who secs pot the physieal heaaties
of earth, and of his still more bap'ves biother whose Teason 1§
darkened.  Matenahsm will have 1ts “aay  ; but * histury rcpeats
itse.f 7 10 each domain, avd the time 1n at hand when a Levgil of
gecularism wili take placo, and weary wmenkind, thed of a Joyless
materialism, will Jouy fo1 the sweet covsolations of 1he past. The
very perfeetnces of 1he prenent structurs of vociety 1 due 10 s [ony-
dations  The = b oo of martyrs * und the tears of el nest tole T,
baffi d but vever aiscouraged. prepured the ground oo whicl arg-¢
tbe tabric of cur religion.” That relizion taught man iy duty 1o
A aoh y God, to Ly neighbour, and 1o himee f; and ou this sure
1#Edation faauly Jife—nationsl fe—the vonire fabric of society
arose, Sentimeonl substantialed itself inteo law. The Unasen wad the
foundativn of the Been. The Ideal was the rock on which heslisation
was buolt,

I bave devoted 8o much of my istroductory remarks to this snk-
ject because 1 feal very deeply 1ts importaoce as a basie ; beeause T
goe 10 sentiwent the bane of future triumpk, To-day we scc around

us a tragic gtrugele for existence among men. Nothing conld be more
hupeless and anhappy thas the lot (f the workers who p -rforce obey
thi behwst of the monopolists,  And it is from this ramo of blood and
tenrs that we see now Arising & sen'iment that will anon become &
reulisation, The rights of oor common human nature and of labogr
Ate heing rtecogrised, and tbe brotberhood of man iD courss
of accomplishment, He who sees wuot this, whose eyes are
clia-d to the *‘signs of the times " ia indeed blind, aud dwells in
da kness.  Simtlarly, he who is satisfied wih the pres-nt,
laliewdually, i8 “in a bad ease.” The darkness of tha Bpirit may
inceed be felt. There is (to put it in the vaguest way possible)} an
unseen power ; there is an unsgcen fatnre. We gave proceaded from
a mysterious Past, We are hastening towardsas m s'erious a Futars,
B.1we o 1hese, clothed 1n a ma erial being, we move, with an im-
perfect vigion, With thae best of us vislon is impurfeet ; but if we
have not even an imperfect vision, it befare our eyes there is not even
a " green Lill far away beyond the city wall” if there is no shadowy
p-at, no luminows future, how hopeless is our lot ; for thia life is
aft-r all but a sragical pilgrimage, and of all the good things it may
yield, we cin carry none away, And besides, in nur dark hours
{and dark boura descend upon the happiest of us) do we not long for
some prospect oulside the present; in our moments of doubt and
disgust, of fear and trouble—do we not yearn for a higher life ;
do we not turn to the Unseen. do not our eyes ache for rest {

It is from this vision, from this weariness that religion springs,
This, in brief, 1a the histocy of rel gon, I doabt very much, kow-
ever, whether there has ever been 87 much spiritual darkness in the
world a8 now prevaids, Revolt from system {too often corrupt) has
produced Beculansm and indiff srentism. The puarsuit of ¢ wandering
fires * hag been a too frequent but always unhappy chase. Those
modt engroseed in this world's affairs have foun 1 it unsatisfactory
and in the end profisless, or have despised themselves for their hypo-
critical pretence. Fur there are moments when every msan'a
consclence ho’da for him * ths mirrer upto nature” Therefore trada
he as successfully as he may, tet him put on the sembianca of religions
sentim: ot .8 he may, b~ is but a materia'ist, and when earthly joys
fail bim, he has no uther sonres of cunso.ation, for his spiritual orbs
are gz 11lers, or his vision is ob.igue,

Perhaps, indeed, the lut of those in whom the spiritual ia
developed in preponderatce, is even more unhappy 1n this world,
When sentim-nt gounterbalauces calealation altogether, the reault
is disastruns, The spirit then gropss about zad fiads vo foothold—
for ‘here are a bundred p atforaa of sectarianism, and al, weak, I
ghould eay the son of Anglicanism bas the logsrat foothold of all;
fur he belongs to an ingtitu 100 foun ted up,n wa Act of Parliament
(0 say no more). There i8 oo central authority aud oo diszipline, but
there are exaspera ing phsntoms of both, For the aso-called
“ Dissenter,” what i8 there! A sham, a hiddous sham, a turmuil of
' private interpretstion,” & naunseiting P uritan issae ; a cloak for
greed, graspingness, and cold-heartedness, a respectable-looking cloak
teo, which fits every wearer apd shelters him fiom reproach,
Marriage & la mods forsooth | Where 18 the Hogarth of this d eade
to pave ne Feligion a la mode * What is the sltecnative then to the
mint whieh has not yet received (or rather has failed to perceive)
the true light 7 The alternative is the Ilirk Abyes of free thought
1nte whicn many noble gouls have horled themselvesin despair.

This is darkuess. There are souls wilfuily and determinedly
dark ; there are also soula driven iuto darkness, The [atter are more
numerous ; but the lut of bothis hard. Dark ess bro.ding on tha
face of the waters 19 sad t1see. I car conceive no lot more dreadful
than tnat of a soul which h s wilfully darkened itaelf, or has flown in
de-pair from an apparently futile pursuit of lisht, in‘o the outer
darkress ot unbelief, Yet that, I ven ure to sav, bas been the ex.
per: nee of most convert-. I would not beckoa anyane inta these
datk spadows, yet I would like to sse even the great proces<ion that
now vearly enters toem, increasiag in nuobars. The goon, the
awfulm 83 of this Cimmeria, are indescribable, but there & tyx which
everson- must cress who woult enj iy untadiag and trae pleasures,

The dangers and disadvanteges of wpirirual darkuess, bowever,
are not merely negative, T may that the darkened soul g ww without
ail ttat the i lumined soul enjoys dos not exbaust the subj ct, Toe
mind spirrrnally dirk 1s hasie to fall wider the mosters and 1n-
inences 1that dwell 1n the darkness—pride of 10 eilect, besot ment,
despali,—each able to wrech a human hfs,

Prude of intellect is & conspieuaus fatling of civilised humanity
ta day, and 1t 19 the tailing most difBrult to coavlet anybody of. The
imme nse strides of scientific epquiry, the magnitcent resalts that
have been achieved wothe domata of seience, the ox raordinary effects
which these bive bad oo buman lite, have 1o leed quickened and
multiphed ihe growih of the 1ofiranty, which, no :le «nd natural a8
It muy appear injsome aspects, 18 stitl an 1nfirmity which, allowed
to remain undisturoed, breomes a dingerous malady. Pride of in-
teilect 18 fatal to the 1ntellectual growth 1tself —much more to the
spititual or inner life. From it springs the Egoism which hinders
progiess, mental and spinitnal. It 18 quite a mistahe, corrected by
daily experter co, ro think that the greatest minds of the age are the
least relipiously wmelined: 1218 just the greatest miods which are the
jeast beset with prde of intellecr ani are nerest to the D vine Idaal
of buine as bt e el frem.”  The grea ost ben factors of the agentis
Ha truth-sechers, whore evee. hitted ) the lirmament!, disgern the
fine fteee aw well an the bughtness of truth, who long for the Uupeen
nwl celure the Und terable,  The self-satisfrcticr that fullow-
triumpbant rescarch s the parent of Kgowsm, and the furerunovr of
declii o, It was o1 age# gove by, 1L is s0 t - lay. Tne spreg L of 1t
13 {wtal 1o apivitual afe. aad  the fauurs ot that growtlh
will bave —ray, 18 hauving —¢ff et appaliing to c.ntemplate.
" Take off thy shoss from off rthy feet, Fir the place whereoa
thou mandess i3 boly geound ™  the 1zseription 18 fading
in the scorchiog beat of intellectunl pride. The Uns.en is to be
appraised and subj cted to the crueiblel “The ocian and tha
mountain of Divine Truth 7 must be bed in the holiow of human
lnlelect’s ** tiny band, or Weighed 1 1te tiny seales.”  Pride pulls
dowu the temples and overthrows the shriocs, and laughs L scuia



