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the creation of a state of things worse than the present, At
the same time, however, we do not gsee how the retention of
the leadership by Mr, ParNeLt would either prevent the
establishment of a better arrangement, or the prevent:on of
the evils feared. He is, no doubt, an able and far-seeing and
determined politician, but it cannot be admitted that there is
only one such man in all Ireland. The Irish canuot afford
to offend or oppose Mr Gurapstong, and should not think
of doing so, nnless driven to such a course by an absolute
necessity, Unless the measure proposed by the leader of the
Liberal party in Great Britain should be little else than a
sham, it would be very unwiss to run counter to his views as
to the leadership of Mr. PanseiL. As we have said wmore
than once befure, it is extremely to be regretted that the occa-
sion should have arisen of discussing this painful question,
But the facts relating to it are notorious, and force themselves
on the attention of all Irishmen, and many others, We
heartily wish Mr, ParnELL would of his own accord relinquish
a position which appears to us, under the circumstances,
niterly untenable, We join with sll wio affirm that his ser-
vices to the cause of Ireland have been very great, and that
all Irishmen owe him a deep debt of gratitude ; but this would
not justify them in 1mperiling the question of Home Rule,
and we hesitate not wso say that Mr. Paewxewn if be
thought the cause in danger, would himself be amongst the
very first to desire his relinquishment of the leadership of the
party. This he evidently does not yet see, and it is this that
i8 80 greatly to be regretted. We can only hope Le may soon
come to see it.

GODLESS EDUCATION.

—_———

TrERE are still to be found some persons who refuse to admit
that our present system of public education ia a godliss
system, or anti-Christian. To us this seems wonderful,
The law, by virtue of which it exists, expressly forbids the
teaching of religion, and this is enough for all common-
gense people and all without an axe to grind. This system,
if it is not godless, ‘'8 godly—there is no middle terin. Bat
in what sense can it be said to be godly or Christian, since
nothing is permitted to be taught concerning GGon or CHRIST.
Why even the name of Curist and His religion 18 absolutely
ignored under this system. What more needs to be said to
prove that it is a godless system ? It is purely secular, and it
in any school under it there exist religious teaching this is
conirary to the law, a breach of contract, and, conseguently,
cannot change or modify the system itself. That it 1s anti-
Christian is evident. To see this it is only necessary to
csil to mind what Carist himself says—viz., He that is not
with Me is against Me. The system, therefore, which does
not recognise and uphold the Christian religion is necessarily
anti-Christian. It 18 in vain, consequeatly, for the patrons
and advocates of this system to deprecate its being called
anti-Christian, for this it is in an intense degree, in as much
as it excludes all recognition of Curist and His religion, and
by this exclusion teaches children to esteem mere seculatism
above Christianity as a mutter of more importance to society
and of more value to the individual than the teaching of
Cuurst. Great stress is laid on the teaching of good manners
and orderly habits under this system, and great importance
is attached to the developement it gives to the intelllet. We
do not undervalue these things, but al} these can exist and have
existed under pure paganism, and to affirm that the obtain-
ing of these results purges the system from the charge of
godlessness is to talk and write altogether beside the question.
No; the present aystem of public education is utterly godless
and anti Christian, and no amount of special pleading and
by-play can excuse it or wipe away the charge of godlessness.
1t 18 for the members of a professedly Christian community
to seriously consider whether or not they are negleciing their
most imperative and solemn duaty in any longer tolerating
such & system amongst them.

Tuk Bev, Father Donuelly's parishioners have presenied him
withi a handsome boggy, harness, lamps ana ruge, as a token of the
esteem in which he s justly held by them. The rev. gentleman in
accepiing the gift said, he could not recave 1t as a parsoaal gifr, but
fgr_r.}m use of the misgion, which however, was all the same. He said
it washighly gratifying to bim to koow that he had won their esteem
and approbation while dischirging e duty amoogst them., * Ithank
you one and all for your goodness,” he added, “ aod in return yon will
be dnily remembered at the altar, which is the bes' remembrance of
all”

Tre Very Bev, Dr. O’Brien, Rector of Bt. Jobn's College
Bydney, and Mr, Alderman W. Hughes, alao of that city, arrived in
Dunedio en Tuesday and were entertained by the Moat Rev. Dr.
Moran, who accompanied them in a drive around the vicinity, The
dis inguivhed visitors left for Queenstown on Wedneeday morning,
with the inteotion of, afterwards, catching the steamer for the
toauds at Invercargill— We auderstand that his Grace the Arch-
bisnop of Melbourne and the Most Rev. Dr. Higgins, Coadjutor
Bishop of Bydney, will visit Dunedin eariy next month,

THE Rev. Father Kzlly, 8.J., preached in St Josaph's Cathedral
on Sunday evening. The rev, preacter spoke bighly of the delight
and astonishment with which be had seen the works performed by
the Catholics of this city, and predicled still greater thirgs to come
in the near future. He exhor ed the congregation to avail them-
selves to the fu!l of the institutions erected by them. The rev.
gentleman is an impressive and earnest speaker, We regret 10 find
him showing unmistakeabls marks of extreme delicacy, but we trust
be may benefit by the fine ¢climate of New Zealand and the restora-
tive properties of the hot springs, which 1t is his intention to visit,

AT a meeting of the Wellington Branch of the Irish National
League, beld last night, (says the Evening Post of the Sth inst.)
it was decided that no action should be taken im coanection
with Irish  affairs, Toe membera coosidered the matter
was in very good bands, and that the re-establishment of their canse
upon a proper footing is only a matter of time,

Mg. BYDNEY HOBEN, the young New Zealander pianist who has
met with such distingnished succese in his stadies and performances
at the Leipsic Coneetvatoire, {says theWellington Post of the 10th inst),
is at present makiog a tour of the colony, and arrived in town by laag
night's Manawata tr.in, accompanied by his brotber Mr. E. D. Hoben,
who acte a3 his basiness manpsger. Mr. S8ydney Hoben entered the
Couservatvire about three years ago to simdy the pianoforte, and
showed such marked pioficiency at once that within three montha he
was calied upon to play at one of the oconcerts of the institntion,
deegpite the uawritten rule which preveots siadents from appeariog
publicly until they have been twelve monthe within the walle, Hard
work last year told serionsly upon his health, and after various methods
of treatment had been tried his medical advisers ordered him to takes
\Fip to thecolony. Upon this be is now engaged, and at its conclosion
will retura to the famous German musical college, Mr, Hoben goeson
to Christcburch and Dunedin to-morrow, and will perform in Welling-
ton about the end of the presest mooth. His letters to various New
Z -aland jouroals, describiog life in and about the * Con,” will have
already created a pereonal interest in him, and his appearaoce in
public should be Jooked forward to by amateur players upon the
much-hackneyed but seldom properly-used piano,

THAT worthy contemporary of ours the Napier Daily Telegraph
is eertainly fruitful in comicsal remarzs. * Barnardo,” says he * ia
harassed because his work of benevolence recognises no religion.’
But bers 19 wkat Barnardo, in his latest begzing pamphlet, has 1o say
for himself. ** Roman Catholic Aggression, Textsfor a sermon npon
thia topic might be fouod by the bundred ia modern Life, and appar-
ently 1n ever-increasing number, Not coatent with the claim for
toler«tion and relig.ous equality which ia now universally conceded,
the Roman Catholicism of to day proves itself trze to its traditiona
by pushing forward its pretensions upon every pretext and at every
oppoitunity which it can twist into 1ts scrvics, In the recent matory
of cur own Howes the dictatonial and smpertinent aggressivencss of
the Rowanists has been exhibite 1 to a marked degres. Both in their
overt actiou, aod through those numerous organs of the press which
they etther control or influence, this tendency bas oftlen manifested
itself ; and doubtless public opinion bas been in no slighi degree
attected by the <juiet, persistent, and in general underground action of
this ancient enemy of the FProtestant fsith, in poshing forward, in
season and oub of season, its arrogant claims.”

OXCE more (8aya the Liverpool Catholic Zimes) the veteran kid-
napper of Catholic children, Dr. Barvardo, bas suffered defeat ina
court cf law, His appeai 1n the case of the boy Jones bas been dis-
missed with costs. The judges, bowever, endesvoured to salve his
wounded feelings by commending his benevolence. We are quite as
much in sympatby with benevolent work as their lordebips, and Dr.
Barnardo would have bad nothing but worde of praiee from us bad

he confined to Protestants bis efforts for the reformstion and im-
provement of destitute children, If the Maater of the Rolls bas not

come across any case of a Catholic isstituiion having rescued a
child and Protestant people irying to get it away, it is not becausc
Catholics are less alive to the interests ot the young, but becanse they
honourably restrict their zeal to the promotion of the welfare of the
little ones of lbeir own faith. The course which they pursue Dr.
Baroardo should also follow if he desires to avoid Ltigalion,

CONCERNING the recent e¢able advice that Mr. Clutsam was lo
play before her Majesty the Queen, the Auckland Stzr says.—" Mr,



