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this demand. Mr. Parnell brought in a Bill to make some provision
of that kind, The Bill was thrown out upon the second reading.
We aked the Government to produce a Bill of their own. They
Wabsolutely refused, and what was the consequence ! The people wera
unable to pay their rente, It was outrageons that they sbould ba
made to starve, and the Nationalist leaders bronght in the Plan of
Campaign.  Well, gentlemen, I say this, The proof is followed up
in this wav that when 1he commission had reported in month of May
or June, 1887, then the Government, when it was too late, acknow-
ledgad the necessity, and brought in a bill for the further reduction
of the rents. But in the meantime the peipla could not starve, and
the Plan of Campaign was simply a device to prevent them from
starving.” The autbors and ndvocates of the Plan of Campaigo
desires no nobler justification, no higher praise, It was theirs in a
dendly crisia of their country's fate to save the people from e’arva-
tion, With such a mervice ap this to chow, they may set detraction at
deflance.

The coercioniate and the cranks combine in deploring the
inadaquacy of the Home Rale programme of Mr. Gladstone to gatisfy
the jmmortal yearnioge and aepirations of the Irish people tor &
Nstional freedom. They denounce the degenerate Nationalist of to-
dey for condescending to accept it, The patriota of '88, the patriots
of '48, we ate agsured, would {urn from sueb propossls with scorn,
and wonld infinately prefer the perpetual coercion which the Tories
are kind enongh to provide for the country, It lscurious how popular
dead Irish patriote are with the coercioniate, and the accuracy with
which they can divine what their action would be in any given con-
tingency,

But Mr. Gladstone has delivered a staggerer to the cranks and
Coercionists combined from which even their audacity will not easily
recover. He quotes againgt them no less an authority than Thomaa
Davis himself. Ha proves that his Home Bule was the Home Rule
of Davie's aspirations.—'* T do not seek,” wrote Davis in the letter to
the Duke of Wellington which Mr. Gladstone quoted—*1I do not
seck the raw repeal of the Act of Union. I want you to retain the
Impeiial Parliament, with ite Imperial powers. I ask you to disen-
cumber it of those things which exhanst ita patience and embarrass
iteattention. I ask youto give to Ireland a locai legislature, It is
not impoerible to combine an Irish legislatura for local purposes
with the integrity and foreign importance of the Empire. A local
Farlinment granted soom, and in a kindly and candid spirit, would
be fairly accepted, and would conciliste that large and varisd body
which, from want of wisdom or went of patriotism or ambitioo,
are intolerant of having their local laws made and their local offices
filled by Englishmen.” Davis wae not merely the first of Irish poets,
He was the purest, the greatest, the most pifted of Irish patriota,
There never was an Irishman who 8o concentrated on himself the
affection. the respect, the confidence, the admiration of the genera-
tion in which he lived, and of posterity. All true Irishmen—the
most moderate and the most extreme—speak of Davis with a re-
verence that comee nigh to adoration. The Home Rule that was
good ecoueh for Davis is good enough for the Irish Nationalista of
to-day. Ireland wants no more than Daris claimed for her.

Three cheers, and three times three, fur the firemen and sailors,
stannch men and true. who taught the exterminators and their backera
in the Cork Bteampacket Company a sharp lesson, snd a wholesome
one. These are the men worth working and fighting for. The atory
in very short. A drove of Emergency cattle were with preat difficulty
got abosrd the steamer at Cork by Mr. Maurice Beatlie and three
amateur cattle-drivers, the regular hands litera ly refusing to 8o much
258 toueh them with o forte foot pale, But their troubles only began
when they got on'deck. The firemen and sailors forthwith deserted
their posts snd refused to atir hand or foot to work the vessel until
the hnrned Jonahe were thrown overboard, * They would mot,” they
declared, " encourage wrong to their country.” Hoft words #n ' hard
words were tried on them in vain, *¥ou will bring poverty on
yourselves,” said the benevolent Beattie, '* We are well used to il and
Dot afraid,” sa1d the undaunted men, Finally, they trivmphed, as
Tedolute combination always triumphs. The cattle were drven off
the deck of the vessel with even more difficulty than they were driven
on. There the matter ends for the present If the Cork Bteam Packet
Company are well advised, they will let it end there. They have
already 81d experience of the resuit of attempting to convert their
line into a flontiog Emargensy Assnciation. As 10 tbe resolute men,
they bave but to stand firm and have no fear. The whole country 1a
at their back.

PRESBENTATION TO CONSTA BLE
MULHOLLAND.

-—
(From an occasional Correspondent.}

men met in the Railwav Hotel, Winton, to say good-bye to Constabla
Ox the evening of the 12th December between thirty and forty gentle.
Huogh Wullbolland, on the eve of his departure for Cromwell, A
light supper was served in recherche style by host Btarkey,

His Worehip the Mayor, Mr. James Gilmour, occupied the chair,
and in a neat speech referred to the regret felt by (he residents of
both fown and district at the loss of one whe during his thirteen
youra regifence amongat them they had learned to esteem an a citizen
and respect ad an cofficer of the law ; one who porsessed the happy
knack ot strictly performing his duty without making himself either
obtrusive or ohnoxious ; cne who alwave preferred (o act the purt of
peacemaker, thereby endearing himself to all clarses of the com-
munity. When it i ecame known (his Worship contigued) that the
exigencies of the public service demanded his (Constable Mulhol-
lan '5) removal from amonpet them, a few gentlemen formed them-
selves into & canvaseing commit.ee and soceeeded beyond their most
sanguine expectations. The time at their disposal was, however, too
short to allow them to purchase a snitable eouvenir, be had therefors
to request Mr. Mulholland to accept this purse of sovereigns and
with it purchase & memento which would be not ooly worthy of the

occasion but accaptable to himeell and Mre, Mulholland. His Wor-
ship concluded by wishing Mr, and Mrs, Mullholland, on behalf of
the company, all health and bappiness. Then followei the toas's :
“Our Guests,” proposed in a happy speech by Mr. Horan, and epoken
to by Mesars. James McArthur, T, MeWilliam, and G Simam, who
each spoke in feeling terms of Mr, Mulholland’s worth a8 a citizan
and a constable ; song, “ For be's a jolly good fellow.” Mr. Mul-
bol'and, in relarning thanks, said the matter bad taken him by sur.
prise, as, although be had always striven to do his doty to the best of
nig ability and would always continue to do 6o, be did not think be
deserved any thanks for that, as be was paid for doing it, As for the
kindly feelings and good wishes expressed towards him and hia wife,
of the genuineness of which their handsome persent that eveniog wasa
snbstan'ial guarantee, they naver could forget, aud ha hoped the day
would come when he and his family would return to live and perbaps
die among the friends they were now so reluctantly partiog with
(»pplanse). “ The Mayor and Conncillors,” ably respanded to by ex-
Mayors T, McWilliama and James MeArthur; Gaslic song by Mr,
C. McRae : * The Agricultors]l Institute,” responded to by M. sars.
Hendereon und McRae ; comic recitation by Mr. M. O'Briea ; * The
Host and Hostese,” repined to by Mr, Starkey, and the singing of
“Aul Laag 8yne ' by the company, bronghr 4 most enjryable
avenune tn a rloas,

H. A. C. B. SOCIEIY'S FETL.
-

THE annual féte of the HLA.C.B. Bociety, St, Joseph's Branch
Dunedin, took the shape this year of a pic-nic and aports, and was
held on Boxing day, in the gardens of the Friindly Bocieties, st
Sawyer's Bay, near Port Chalmera, The place is & very pretty one ;
the grounds well situated, nicely planted and eheltered, smong
scenery which on every side affords a charming view. Thers was s
very large attendance, and the visitors seemed throughout tha day
thoroughly to enjoy themselves, The westher, with the excaption of
a shower, which fell in the forenoon, and whose effacts were soon
dried off, was fine and warm, so that those of the gneats who wera
more advanced io age had no fears ua to the consequences of sitting
tolook on at the fun. As to the younger folk present, there did not
seem to be mu-h thought of sitting still among them.  Not to apeak
of the sports properly so-called, whichk however, were carried out
with immense success, sorings, skipping-rapes, and games of all sorts
were kept going, There wasalso an excellent brassband, the Kaikorai
Band inattendance, whose performance added mach to the pleasuresof
theday. Among the visitors were the Most Rev, Dr. Moran, and the
Bev, Fathers Lyneh, Adm., O'Donnelt (Port Chalmers), Golden, and
(O'Neill Therev. gentlemes, indeed, did mueh to promate the amuse-
ment of those present, Father Lynch acted as one of the judges, and
Father Golden proved a host 1n himself where the school chil tren
were concerned. The Rev, Brothers Murray, Hughes, Magee, O'Hare,
and Moore, were also on the ground, and also engaged in doing their
best, with bappy results, to meke the time pass pleasantly by. To
this also tie efforts of the cHicers and members of the Society very
eficiently contributed, The events on the programme of sports
were spintedly contested and camsed much interest. The hurling
matches, of which there were two —-one for boye and one for men,
the Hibernian Society, captained by Mr. O'Driscoll, against the
Dunedin Irish Riflus, captained by Mr. Clancy—beiog especially
exciling and each proving a sbarpand protracted struggle. The Society
are to be congratulated on the success that hus crowned thelr under-
taking, and, no doubr, the results obiained this year will be
remembered 80 as to ensure £or their next year's fale a wtill greater
measure of success, The fact, moreover, that the day served as a
boliday and fustival for the children attending the Catholic schools,
of whom but few could have been absent, makes the evect atill more
a matter for congratulation. The following is the programme as it
wes carried out ;-

200y.us Handicap Bace, boys under 16. First prize ham, second
trophy, third truphy—Fianagan 1, Booth 2, Irvine 3. There were 14
entries,

Bace for Girls (under 12), 220yda, First prize a pair of boots,
second trophy--Miss O'Keefe 1, Misa Power 2, Miss Carter 3. There
were 20 entries,

Sack Race for Boys under 16, Distance, 220yds, Firet prize
hag of sugar, second trophy, third tropby—Keyes 1, Mitchell 2,
Molloy 3. There were eight, entries,

220yde Handicap Race, for members of the Hibernian Society,
First prize box of tea, second meer chaum pipe—W Carr 1, T Curtain
2, C Rodgers 3. There were cight entries.

Handicap Walking Match. One Mile.
ander. There were 10 entries.

Boys' Wreatling Match (Cuomberland style).—First prize 78 6d—
Btevenson, There were nine entries,

Married Women's Race (220yds).  First prize hali-ton of coal,
second tin of ccffee—Mrs Walsh 1, Mre Grapam 2.

Three-legged Rece, for youths under 10, Distance, 220yds,
Firat prisze 59, second 3a—Irvine and Gibb 1, M and T Butler 2,
Tracey snd M'Kuay 3. Tkhere were nine entries.

Kace for Unmarned Ladies (220yds).  First prize silk umbrella
—Mies 4, Watt, There were 13 cinriea,

440yds Ruce, Firet piize balt-ton of coals, second bag of sugar
—Lloyd 1, Nybon and Stevenson 2. There were five eatries,

Girls' Race (under 16), 220yds. Fuirat prize trophy, second
trophy—Mise E Tracey 1, Miss Drumm 2, Miss A Power 3,

Grand Horling Maich—Hiberman Society 1, Dunedin Irish
Rifles 2.

First prize 178—Alex-

Michsael Davitt, in the Contemporary Review, aska why external
belp should be atked or expected by Ireland when there are thirty
millioss now in Irish banksand otherastilutions, a fraction of which
would avert starvation and the shame of receiviog alma,



