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sometbing of the kiad as a necessary consequence of the increased
facility of communication between Burope aod Asis. * The process,”
be says, “has been slower than we expected, bu! in many depart-
ments of art the influence of Asia has basn distinctly marked ; it is
felt, on the Clontinent especially, in ali philosophic discussion ; and
it paturally extends itsell by degrees into the domain of theology. A
trace of what is reatly Boddhism is getting visibie in much theclogical
speculation and in all pessimist thought, While wetual Buddhists,
pecple who believe Gravtama’s ideas to be the best explanarion of the

mystery of the uviverse. are numerous in France, and cao be talked
with in the flesh even in England. We are not talking about Theo-

scphists, but genuine Baddhiste whom Ciogalese temples would
acknowledge. As mostof our readers know, conversions to Judaism
bave for years been fruquent in Germany, Austria, and England, and
have not been confined (o descondants of the house of Israel, aad it
is no matter for surprise, amidst the intellectual anarchy of the
hoor, tbat another great Asiatic creed sbould cepture a few
Eoglishmen.” The Spectator, in fact believea that the way for
the introduclion of Mahommedsnism into Christian countries hag
been prepared by one particular school of theology, dating from the
so-called Reformation, acd what our cootemporary says on this
matter might possibly prove interesting, for example, to theologiana.
now engaged in copsidering 1he Westminster Confession, .
“The key-note of the faith," he says, * the urcanditioned sove-
reignty of God, has been accepted, in theory, by soma of the greatest
Oalvinists, and indeed, as many think, taints all Calvinism.” Our
contemporary, nevertheless, does not balieve that Mahommedanism
in likely to gains very extensive fooling in England, though he fears
for the effects of a propaganda conducted by English converts to
Iolam among inferior races, iscluding the negroes of 1hs United
Btates. Wa quate the above paragraphs, meantime, a4 an interesting
illustration of the chaos which toc results of the Reformation, and
tbe truits of the fales principle of private interpretation tend, with
increessing strength and greater extension, to produce, Traly in the
confusion and danger of the hour, the Catholic has reason to feel
thaokful for the privileges be enjoys iz the safety and certainty his
vawaveriog creed assurcs to bim.
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THE London Spectelor of October 18 bears some

THE TENTIMONY testimony to the condition of the Ircland of the
OF AN ENEMY, past that reflecis very creditably on the people con-
cerned, Our contemporary, however, does not

soen capable of taking from the facts on which he comments a ueefui
leeson. On the contrary, be affords us another example of the fatwity
that has been employed ao regularly and with such disastrous effects
in dealing with Ireland. The passages to which we allude occur ia
a review of a work recently published iz the ¥ Carisbrooke Library,"”
and entitled “ Ireland under Elizabeth and James I,” ¢ The customs
of Ireland had been sorely defaced and confused,” says our contem-
porary, ** and murders were wholesale uonder the name of war; bput
the fact is noted by the English lawyer (8ir John Davies) that * for
the space of five years past, there bave not been found ko many male
factors worthy of death in all the six circuits of this realme (which
is now divided iote thirty-two shirea at large) as in one
circoit of six shires—namely, the Western citcuit in Eog-
Jand. For the truth is, be adds, *that in time of peace thbe
Irish are more fearful to offend the Jaw than the English or any
other nation whatscever.'” It iz worth neting, in passing, that a
somewhat pimilar testimony has been borne by another eminent
Englishmen in out own daye, “ In 1884," writes Mr. Gledstone in
the Nineteenth Century for January, 1847, the United Kingdom ** with
a popuistion of about 36,000,000 bad 14,000 criminala, or onein 2,500
And, as there are some among us who conceive Ireland to bae a sort
of pandemoninm, it may be well to mention . . that with a
population of say 5,100,000 Ireland (in 1884) had 1,573 eriminals, or
less than ome in 3,200 Notwitbstanding the treatment received
by ber and the disidvantages under which she labgured, both in the
reign of Elizabath and that of Victoria, [rcland shone by comparison
“Yet," eays the Spectator, ' Licland had been out-lawed from the
Europesn community ; iwudecd, had never belonged to it while the
fovndations of modern society were 1aid.” What the meaning of
Euglish rule has been for Ireland the Speciator explains as follows :
—='The three writers {8penser, Davies, and Fynes Moryson) who
contribote to this Klizabethsn survey of Ireland describe the country
in terms of admiration which bardly seem now applicable. The
‘ beautiful and sweet country adorned  with goodly woods
bas not gained in fertility, Tkhe woollen manufactures, appre-
ciated ever by Wynes Moryson, no longer excel, and it is
forgotteny that drogget taskes 1ts name from Drogheda. The
 Prime Btories,' which it beboved every bard to koow by heart
have eunk, as Mr. Matthew Arnold perecived, into English prose and
poetry, and ennobled them, Yet which of them are recogoised now,
though in them are phrases that would immartalise a ballad of the
8cottish border ! The wrecked lrelund, as Spepscr and Davics saw
it, could yet show men of sinzular strungth and beauty . the borse
a3d bound, comj anicos vl men 1 Lattle apd buntiog, were ut theur

best. It could not have been cltogether *lawd and damnable,’ thig
Irish life which the Fitzurses and Veres, and De Burgbs and Geral- «
dires asgumed sy & garment.” RBuin in almost all ita esapes has j
attended on English rule in the coantry. This the Speotator seea, and
yet he would bave tbe ruinous methods strengthened and renewed.,
Is the writer who writes aa follows making a false profession or is he
really deceived ? And that, by the way, is a question we may be
urged by charity to ask concerning those aliens almost without excep-
tion who have dealt with Irigh affairs, The only excuee to be offared
for men who act or argue in this way is that of mectal aberrstion,
" We desire {o have done with recrimination,” concludes the Spee-
tater, ' and to be just and sympathetic to what there is generoue, and
even ideal, in Irish couceptlions of life, Thess records of aisastrous
experiments chiefly streagthen our cooviction tha, though they are
not inbabitants of Jupiter or Baturn, the people of Ireland have not
travelled by the same route as the people of England along the cen-
turies, For them trial by jury, legislation by majorities, roughly
speaking, all our pecoliarly English methods of representation, are ne
unfitted now a8 when Poyniogs imposed the statute-bock on the Irish
clans, In the Eact that we are so near lies our difficulty, for English
Radicalism etands in the way of a anlid cure, and the word ¢ Crown
Colony ' can but be whispered. Yet probably in that direction, rather
than by farther doses of the Eoglish Parlismentary system, can we
hope to restore our sister island, let us say, to the comparative pros-
perity described by Spenser as existing before the Desmond War.”
The blindness of the proposal is equalted oniy by its bratality, It
clearly enables us to see the absolute necessity that exists for the
deliverauce of Irelapd from all danger of finally falling iato the
hands of the party the Spectator represents. Fortunately those Eng-
lish Radicals exist, of whom the Spectafor complains, and there is
little fear that their power can be lessened or their growth checked.

THE defeat of Mr, Parnell's candidate by Sir Jobn
Pope Heunessy, in Kilkenny, must be a svurce of
satisfaction to all the true friends of Ireland,
Unforturately, as we may gather from the cable-
grams, although, we arestill farfrom placingimplicit reliance on them,
Mr, Parnell bas forfeited the confidencs of the Irish people by more than
higprincipal transgression. His attack on Mr, Glaostone, for instance,
has been imprudent in the exireme, ard, were he still acknowledged
ag leader of the party, or even of an important division of Lhe party,
it must prove an ingurmouatable obstacle in the way of snccess. We
do not, however, intend to imply that sny consideration personal fo
himself would cause Mr, Gladstone to aiter his mind or to withdraw
his sympathy or his aid, so far as it could stuli be given, from the
Home HKuale movement, Mr., Gladstone has certainly oot been
actuated in the matier by any personal conmderations—not aven by
any congiderations confined to Ireland alone, but by the viewa reflec-
tion and experience led him to form as Lo the well-being of the
empire at large. We are convinced that, whatever the Irish pacty,
even a8 a whole, might do, Mr, F'adstone's views as to tbe funda-
mental state of the question would nndergo no alteration. He has
himsalf told us, nevertheless, that 1t was the union and determination
of tbe Irish peopie that induced hum to take thewr sile, and to con-
clude that the 1ime had come to help them in obtaining the object of
their legitimate desires, It might naturally be argued by im that
the arising of a division among them, and of a strong division as must
evidently be the case did any conaiderable portion of the country
adhere to Mr, Parnell, changed the aspect of the case snd reodered it
unadvisable or even impossible in the tacs of opposing difficultisa
to proceed any furiher in an attempt to promote it The
elcction in Kilkenny, therefore, which has been evidently taken
a3 a est of the feehing of the Irnsh people, and
on which sll-important isesuca coosequently hong, has resulted,
we say, in a mauner whicn is completely satisfactory, Of Mr, Vin-
cent Beully, Bir John Pope Hennessy's opponent, we know next to
nothing. A generoua subscription given by him a few months ago to
the funds of the League gaioed for him the applauee of the naticnal
press. Hia action, however, in cunsenting to become a tool to be
employed in injuring the cause of the country, does not incline us to
believe he woald have made a very good or useful member. Hig
intestion, perhaps, was laudable, but his judgment was certainly at
fault, B8ir John Pope Hennessy, on the contiary, ie a statesman of
experiepce —cne Who has more than once acquitted himseli well in
difficult positions—so that there can be little doubt that he must
prave an acruoisition of much value te the party. He will un-
doubtedly give them additional weight in Parliament, and increase
the respect with which tbey are generally regarded. Things, there-
fore do not look so black for Ireland as we had at firat feared.
Kven if there were more truth than we were willizg to admit in the
reports conveyed here by cable, and scenes of excitement did occur,
in which demonstrations were made and things were said that must
be exceedingly regretted, the time was onc in which strong feelivg
must necessanily prevail, and when some degree of forgetfulness
must be cenceded as allowable, Gome foolish talk, indeed, was
bere and tlbere as to pro.fr given thal the Irish people wers unsuited
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