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ke Catholics were to be congratulated on their very fine syatem, he
had nct come to make a political speech, and if he wanted to speak
on such & guestion he ehouid like to have an hour or two. He
woanld, therefore, pass this subject, simply eaying he sympathised
with them. The Catholics had in their system that which wonld
Rgive backbone to the Clonial system. He then spokes to the girls,
pointing out that knowledge is the grestesr thing in thia world,
being far before fame or reputation or we.lth, either of which might
be taken f.om tbem, whereas they would always carry knowledge
with them, anl it wonld be always avallable, " He concluded by
wishing them a merry Christmas, happy holidays, and a prosperouns
ear,

7 His Worship then presented the prizes.

The Mayor eaid he was sure all who had receivad prizes wonld
be grateful to those who had given them, and he was desired to
thaok all who had assisted in giving prizes. In another room was
displayed & variety of handsome work, and be hoped many would
make purchases of that made by the orphans for the good of the
#chool,

The Very Rev Father Makooey said that on behalf of the Lady
Buperior and bimself he wished to thank the Mayor for presiding,
and for the interest he bad shown in their welfare, the good aivice
and sympathy he bad given, and his words of respect to Father
Garin. He also thanked Mr Maginnity and Mr Harkness, and he
gaid all would unite in congratulating the Mayor on his havioy
presided with eo much ability on the occasion of his first official
duty.

The proceedings were brought to a closa by the girls singing the
New Zealand antbem.

The exhibition of needle and fancy work, as well as of drawings,
paintings, and penmanship execoted by the pupils during the yesr
was held in a large room, but which was all too small to coable
visitors to properly inspect all rhat was to be sean. It was evident,
however, that at all events the majority of the exhibits were par-
ticularly good, and wonder was expressed by many at the diversity,
the qusntity, and the excellence of the work generally. Some of
the articles, both plain and faocy, were on sale, and we have
aothority for saying that the work will be on exhibition for & few
days yet, 80 that the pubiie w:ll have an oppurtunity of inspection
ae well as of purchasing some very desirable things, and st the same
time helping the orphans.

(From an occasional Correspondent,)

On Thuraday, 18th inst., the annual exhibition of plain and
ornamental needlework was held in the Sacred Heart schoolroom,
Wanganui, and very cheerful did the room appedar to toe many
visitors who took advantage ot the kindly welcome of the good
Bisters to inepect and then admire the work of their apt pupils, It
has been our happy privilege for some years pist to mark the pro-
ficiency of the convent papils in this fine art, but never bhave we
been su atroek by the talent dieplayed as on this occaston. 1t wonld
ba out of place to particu’arise any young lady's work as specially
attractive when all the exhibits were so hignly deserving of prase.
We shall mention brelly the kinds of work, The fancy woik, inthe
shape of rich mantle and bracket drapes, coseys, cushions, slippers,
smoking caps and Berlin wool work, was a4 feature in iteelf, all the
articles being of the highest class, both in colouning and design.  Jhe
wool, bead, aud braid work was beant:fully tinished, The drapes
aod brackels in macraw: were excellent, Woman's sphere 19 ¢-Ttaiuiy
the home, and the pupils of the ¢onvent anoad be well fitted to
fulfil the duty of making and repainog.  The plan work was
acknowledged by all to ¢xceed the cxpeciations ot even the most
exacting, and forced the visitors to admit the superiority of bhand-
work over that of any machine, Coiidicns' dresses, embroidered
and braided, added an admirable vaTiety to the numerons articles of
underciothing which were, one and all, beautifully neat. Among
the drawings were some tinely - xecuted crayon epecimens, the sub-
jecta being well-chosen. Bpccial mention may, perhaps, be made of
Miss McGovern's » Ecece Homo," which elicited ihe wWarmest com
mendalien. In the evening 8, Mary's Hall was crowded by an
appreciative audience. Anidea may be formed of the character of
the musical part of the programme by the mention of such pleces
a8 ‘' Semiramide,” overture to * Guy Manncring,” Grand March,
Morine's * Blue Bells,” Four pianos and one harmoniom were ia
uge at the same time, and the performance of the many aelections
was quite brilliant. The erispness of tcuch and correciness of
pbrasiog was specially sdmired, Nor were the pbupils backward in
the vocal art. Many of the sungs rendered were touchingly and
gracefully given, and all were remarkable for their delicacy and
clearness of tome. That the audienge thoroughly enjoyed the music
was fairly proved by the hearty applause, The recitations ware
faultless in ennuaciation and expression. The play, ' My Aunmt’s
Heiress,” was a very appropriate finish to an interesting programme,

The porirayal of the several characters was all that could be
desired, many of the performers showing a marked talent for the
bistrionic art, Rev, Fatber Braxmeier, Profussor of St Patrick’s
College, Wellington, was present, and at the conelusion, Very Rav,
Father Kirk, distributed thc prizes, before doing which the Very
Rev, Father exprosced himas'f high's oleased with the result of the
examnations which had ogcupied Mr. Lioyd, Mr, O'Rourke and him.
el more than a week. lo 8t Joseph's Bchool there was a very
noticeable improvement, as also 1n Bt Mary '8, with the exception of
ona ciaes, the fourth, owing to the papils being advanced rather soon,
The Bacred Heart Bchool was all that ecould be desired, in fact 1t
alwaye afforded him much pleasute to sxamina this schnot, the ehil-
dn showing an amount of knowledge far beyond that required in
their respecuive classes.

(From an oceasional Correspondent. )

The annual distribution of prizesin conneetion with St. Patrick’s
tichool, Ilmerston North, was a decided suscess, There was a large
atteodance of pareots and children, There waa a play after the con-
cort by the children, Miea K, 3, Holhs deserves tha highest praiee

for the succees she has achisved in the examinations and enteriain-
me nt.

The following is the programme : —Song, ** The Morning Song,'’
children ; recitaion, " When I am a Man,”" Masters Foley, Weigh t,
and Rosinoski ; recitation, * Beautiful Boow,”’ Miss Mary Grauey ;
song, “ In Pride of May,"” children ; recitation, * The Dying Cowboy,”
Misz Edith Rodgore ; rocitation, * The Visitor,” Master L, Weight ,
recitation, “ The Liitle Cook,” Miss Annie Foley ; song, “ Say a kind
W rd when you can,” chiliren ; recitation, * The Wall of Bt. Keyna,"
M'sg Birah Rogers; recitation, * Persevarance,” Misn K Graney ;
song, *“ The Moaatain Song,” children i Tecitation, " The Mouss and
the Cike,” Migsss Hodgson and Hickey ; recibation, Keeping His
Word,” Master John Foley ; song, ** The Keapers,” children; play,
* The Reverse of the Madai,” characters—Igabel)a (daughter of the
countess}, Miea Mary Grransy ; Jana (ahepherdess), Miss Barah Rogers ;
Countess (mother of Isabell4), Misy Jane Manaon ; Madams Morville
{governess), Miss Annie Foley ; Philipo (ady's maid), Miss Annie
Ho'gson ; Ellen (tne houssmaid), Miss Katie Hodgson ; Mother
Alarem, Miss Maggie Hickey ; d.stribation of prizes aad crowaing
of the most amisble girl, s-lected by the children themselves, and
rs'nsette to be given to the most popuiar boy ; conclusion, * Auld Lang

yoe,”

(Aucklard Evening Stzr, Dcember 18.)

The pupile attending 8t, Patrick’s School, Panmure, nnderwent
& searcbing examination yesterday, in the presence of Monsignor
McDonald and a large number of patents and friends. The scholars
numhbered about 53, and it 18 satisfactory to know that they acquitted
themselves in & manner which reflected very great credit on their
teachers, Miss Honan (prinecipal}, and Miss & Hogan (apsistant), A
number of valuable prizes wera handed to them by the Monsignor,
who accompanied each by a fee encouraging words, At intervals
several pratty’cnoruses and recitations were plessingly rendered —
some nestls-written copybooks aod maps were sbown whioh wera
much praised by thoss pres:nt, and the occasion was not allowed to
pass without the usnal distribation of cakes, lollie,s ete., to the very
great delight of the youngsters. A well-wordad address was read to
Father Walier by Miss F. Wleming on behalf of the pupiles, and in
reply be thanked them very cordially for their teeling and grateful
seatiments, and at the same time paid A well-merited compliment to
the tcachers fur the large measura of snccess which attended their
valued labours during the year now about to close. In conelusioos he
wished one and all 2 “M rry Coristmas and a Happy New Year.”
Binging cueers were then given for Fither Walter and the teachers,

THE BANSHEE'S WARNING: A STORY OF
THE IRISH REBELLION OF 1641,
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(By Jasmes MumrHy, Author of “The Forge of Clohogue,” * The
Cross of G.encarrig, ete., etc.)

CHAPTER XZEVIIL—( Coniinued.)

it was ali over in a mom-nt, anithe detachment was broken
irretrievably. and the men dead, dywag, or fled,

Carrie Murdaunt's horse, but hitle woder her control, had made
a sudden burst when firat the voiscs had come, and gailoped uncon-
troll-dly away, and Mordaunt bad ga loped afier to catch and lesd
him back, Hearing thesonnds of strifc, and marvelling what it was,
he wheeled around, and drawing his sword rode back, to find that
bia command had beca cut dowo,  He found himsslt among o body
of straoge horseren, one of whom with a deft stroke awept the
sword from his grasp,

“Yield yourself up & prisoner,” eried a Lors2man, apparently in
ecommand, riding ap.

“ What is the meaning of this? Wao are vou/" he cried in
amaszment, for the moment helieving that som= portion of bis com-
mand had treacherously fallen on the other and slain tnem.

““It means that you have changed places with your prisoner.
He 18 free, aud you are the bondsma »," said the leader ; a.d on the
moment locking around Colonel Mordaunt saw Maurice O'Connor in
the sa’dle beside hum, his bands untied and the bonds cut or loosened.

* Mora treachery,” sard the astunish'd officer, * It is only in
ambuscades Liks this that you achisve victory, O'Byrne,” said he,
haughtily ; you dare not meet men in the open field,”

* There is time enougn for that, Mordauac,” said Colonsl Hugh
Q' 3yrne ; Ireland is not won or lost yet,”

‘ You will never win it by warfare of this kind.”

*Allie fair in love or war, good sir,” eaid the Wicklow man .
* But ope thing you will never sce ug doin wiatory or defeat—you
will never see us war on women ot helpless children.”

'* We punish evil-doers, and shall aiways do so,"
unflinchinzly.

* Bo de we—or at least we bope to," retoried O’Byroe.  “ But we
are losing time here, B.nd your priscuner, men, and briog him aloag,
There are trees 1 Wicklow strong ensugh to bang the murdersr of
women and children oo,

“ Runaways from Drogheda—yon can easily boast of yoar
victory here.”

“ Nay man ; waeare but making fresh moves o1 the chess-board
of war. As for you, you arc only restoring us the pleasure yon
cheated us of at Drogheda-—that of banging you for cowardly and
inbuman condact, And, by the way, you here, too, Manus, the
weaver ! Yoo auded and abetted him 1n b1 escape, You acted the
part of traitor to the cause of Ireland—hind nim, to), men, amd
bring bim on.  Be quick, the mght 18 waning, aod we ace far too
near d.ngerous ground.”

The mer dismounted from theiwr horses ss their leader spoke’
preparing to put his onders into execution,

*1 knuw you wers afraid tocross swords with your couals t
crved  Mordsunt tauntimngly. " You arc brave enly agaiust emal}
furces, ur i smbuscades, ur [suing Lelpless prigonsrs, '

said Mordaunt,



