
THE POLITICAL OUTLOOK.

NLY prophets can foretell the future ; and conse-quently our judgment as to what is to happen
when Parliament shall meet in a few days canrest on mere probabilities. Our readers, there-lore, will take it for what, in their estimation,it is worth. As yet,noman can tell whether or
not S:rH. Atkinson has a majority, and thisrenders the future very uncertain. One thinghowever, is not uncertain. No party can expect to have asufficient, a working majority in the House of Representa-

tives. From this, one of two things is inevitable eitherthere must be a coalition executive,or there must be anothergeneral election before long. Coalitions are seldom, ifever,
strong Governments, and can be hardly expected to do much
more than keep things going. There is no initiative inthem ; no hope of a go-aheadpolicy. One thing there iswhich bars our political way

—
the country is in straitsfinancially, as things are at present barely able to pay itsway. without any margin with which to help either publicworks or the settlement of the land. Nor are things likelyto be more prosperous so long as the present absurdeduca-tion system continues. The expense of this is so great,and

growing greater so fast, that every other interest in the
country is suffering in consequence. And for what is allthis.xtravaganceaud nonsense? Is it notpossible to secure
a primary education for all children of a school age, withoutburdening the consolidated revenue to the tuneofnearly half amillion sterling annually ? Where is the necessity or wis-dom of insisting on givinga free education to the childrenof well-to-do people? Where ? echo answers. Does it notappear absurd tocompel the entire country to providemeanswhereby the children of strong farmers and independentshopkeepers are enabled to receive education without calling
on their parents either to pay fees or school rates ? Underthe present ridiculous system a farmer with five hundred ora thousand acres, and a shopkeeper with perhaps £IO,UOOin the bank, is calledupon to pay no more for the educationof his children than all the single young men and women ofthe country. And the absurdity of all this becomes morestriking when it is borne in mind that the people who pay
smart fees for the education of their children in denomina-tionaland private schools are, after doing so, compelledtopay as much for the education of other people'schildren astheseother people themselves pay. Anythingmore irrational,unjust, contemptible and mean it would be impossible toconceive. Politicians are sometimes heard to say that freeeducation is about the only thing the working man gets forhis taxes,but what right has he to profit by the money ofCatholic working men, who, like brave and conscientousmen, pay for the education of their children in Catholicschools. If children are sufficiently educated the Govern-ment has no right to interfere in the matter in any way.Government was not established for the purpose of becoming
the schoolmaster of the country, but to secure the lives and
properties of the people, and help on the development of the
resources of the land as a means to the preservationof lifeand property. If,indeed, children were not being sufficientlyeducated, as ignorance would be a menace to life and pro-perty,Government has the power to compelpeople to tducate(Leir children, and it able, to pay ior this, education, and ii
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Thr Catholics of New Zealand provide, at their own soleexpense,an excellent education for their ownchildren. Yetsuch is the sense of justice and policy in theNew ZealandLegislature that it compels these Catholics, after havingmanfully provided for their own children, to contributelargelytowardsthe free andgodlesseducation of other people'schildren !!! This is tyranny,oppression,and plunder.
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THE CATHOLIC BOOK DEPOT,CASHEL AND BARBADOBS STREETS. CHRISTCHUSCH.

Christian Bros.1, Mamt Bros.', and other School Books andStationery always in stock. Landing New Books and NoveltiesCatalogue for 1891 now ready and forwarded on application. TheTrade, Religious Bodies, and School Committees liberally dealt with.Pure Wax Candles, Chafcoal, Wicks, Tapers, Incense, etc.Faber, All for Jesus. 6s. Manning, Sin and its conee-„ Foot of the Cross. 7s. quences 5s.. Precous Blood. 6s. „ Glories of the SacredMilner8 End of Religious Con- Heart 5stn"n%. 3? 6d"
c „ -. The Eternal Priest-Tbe Virgin Mother of Good „ hood 3sCounsel. 6s. „ internal Mi88iOn ofHutory of Ireland, by vanons � the Holy Ghost. 5sauthors, at 2s 6d and6c The Irish Race in the Past andMoore s Irieh Melodies (to Present. 10s 6dmusic), from 2s to 10s. Life and Times of DanielWiseman, Lectures on Science O'Connell. 2a 6d.and Religion. 4s. New Ireland, by A. M.Sullivan.„ Lectureeon theCatho- Is3d.

lie Church. 4s. The Story of Ireland, „„ FabiolaortheChurch Is 3d.of the Catacombs,en- Poems by Denis Florencelarged,illustrated,and McCarthy, T. D. Sullivan, Lovercompleteedition. 21s. Moore, Burns, etc.,etc.Standard Etymological Dictionary of the English Languagewith Appendix, 540 pp.,strongly bound. 3s 6d.

„ ,N>.B TNumbers of MCiller's complete works. Elements ofEcclesiasticalLaw,by S. B. Smith.

M DONNELLY" SOLICITOR,
205 HEREFORD STREET, CHSISTCHUR CH.

CT Money to lend in sums from £25 to £1000, repayableon terms
tosuit Borrowers.

Rate of Interest from Six per cent.

JJIBERNIAN SPORTS ! HIBERNIAN SPORTS!
Jost received a shipment of our celebratedPicnic, Sporting andTenniH Huts, perforated all round,veryLight, Cool,andComfortableassorted colours, selling 2s each. All the Latest Novelties by Maii
Look out for our shipment of Gents' Hard Hits, all coloors andprices, now landing for our Christmas and New Year tradeNote tbe addiess :

JAMES MUIB,
Hatter,Hosier, andImporter,

16 Pricces s reet (OppositeBegg's Music Saloon).

PALMERSTON SOUTH ART-UNION(In Aid of thePresbytery Building Fund.)
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l- if**/ v°nn,elly.'eiin"ts that the holders of tickets willkmdly return blocks with remittance at their earliest convenience aalime for drawing is at hand. '

THE SPECIAL WINES FOR HOLY COMMUNIONUNFERMENTED.
GUARANTEED PURE JUICE OF THE QRAPEAndUnadulterated,

Testimonialscent free on application toF. C. B. BISHOP,Wine Mjsbchakt, 184 Armagh Srßsai, Chbisichvbch,


