
GENERAL.
Decrease in the AcreageUnder Flax.— Reoent statistic*

show aserious decrease in the aoreage under flax— Ulster's staple
industry. In1864 there were 305,000 aoresunder flax, in1889 this
bad fallen to 112,486, and in1898 to 34,215 acres. This is aserious
thing for farmersin theNorth.

APeculiar Law.
—

Byacuriousprovisioninthe ActofUnion
between Great Britain and Ireland,Irish peers are allowedtosits
forBritishconstituenciesin theHouse of Commons, although they
are ineligible for Irish constituencies. Thus, daring the last
generation Lord PalmerstonandLordMayo, afterwardsGovernor-
Generalof India,althoughIrishPeers, sat in theHouse ofCommons
as members forconstituenciesin GreatBritain.

Death of a Well-known Lady.— Mrs.Blood,who died on
Sunday morning (says the Dublin Freemanof October 21) at the
age of 84, wasavery handsome woman to thelast. As a girl in
Kildare she wasverybeautiful,witha beauty that was transmitted
toher twodaughters,of whom Lady Colin Campbell alone is left.
Mrs. Blood was twice married

—
first to Mr. O'Beirne. who was a

oousin of Lord Wolseley. He left her a widowof 19, and some
years afterwards Mrs. O'Beirne (nic Fergusson) married Mr.
Edmond Maghlin Blood, the representative of the Bloods, who
settledin Clare in the timeof Queen Elizabeth. Mrs.Bloodwas
also half-sister to thelastEarl ofRosoommon.

The London Irish LiterarySociety.— The IrishLiterary
Society inLondon intends to open the new yearwith a series of
what might be called lectures on the century. They will be
delivered in February, March, April, and May as follows:

—
'A

Hundred Years of Irish Journalism,' 'A HundredYears of Irish
History,' < AHundredYearsof Irish Songand Story,' *AHundred
Yearsof IrishWit andHumour';and the respective lecturerswill
be Mr. Justin McCarthy, Mr. Barry O'Brien,Mr. T.W. Bolleaton,
and Mr. R. Ashe-King. Among the new members who have
recently joined the societyareLord JusticeHennCollins, the Hons.
Cyril and Frank Russell, Mr. Arthur Houston, Q.C,Miss Susan
Gavan Duffy, Sir James Matthew, LordEdmond Fitzgerald, and
the Rev.A.L. lilley. The society is quite free from anypolitical
bias.

The Catholic Truth Society of Ireland.— The Catholio
Truth Society of Ireland has been successfully launched. On
Thursday, October 12 (says the Dublin Freematft Journal), its

The MedicalProfession inPast Ages.— d*-MoreMadden
deliveredan interestinglecture at theMater Misericordiae Hospital,
Dublin, recently,on the occasion of the opening of the medical
session. Referring to.the history of medicalscience in Ireland,he
said that in distant ages when the lamp of medical knowledge was
unkindledinmostothercountries,its light shone withcomparative
brilliancy in Ireland. Continuing, he said : All the various
faculties of these Celtic Catholio universities, for suoh was the
character of many of them, were for long ages crowded with
students from everypart of Europe, who in some of them were
subjected toa course extending over aperiod far more protracted
than even thatof themodernmedical atudent. From these institu-
tionsalso weresent forth men such as Alouin, the founder of the
University of Pisa, Johannes Sootus, Erigena, who in the ninth
century wasregarded as the ablest writerof that age as wellas the
first professor of philosophy inParis,andcountless others,todiffuse
the lights of learning andscience as wellas of faith to the ends of
theearth. Nor did that long intellectual pre-eminenoe oease_in
medicineatleast,untilsomelittletime aftertheruthless destruction
of the IrishMonastic Universities during the reigns of Henry VIII.
and Elizabeth, and even down to the middle part of the
seventeenth oentury we find the far-extending fame of Irish
medicine referred to by authorities of such eminence as Van
Helmont. To the destruction of those Celtic Universities may,
moreover,be dated the origin of the disabilities in the matterof
higher education that for three centuries have pressed, andstill
press heavily on themajority of the Irish people,andonnonemore
forcibly than on those of them belonging, as bo manyhere do,to
themedicalprofession. The latter duringallthesegenerationshare
been thus unfairly handicapped in the race of existence by the
impossibility of securing, in aocordanoe with their conscientious
oonviotions, that full measure of academic training within the
hallsof auniversity whichis so conducive to success in thehigher
walks of professional life or publio employment, and which is
accessible to theic compeers of everyother persuasion. We may,
however, rest well assured that in this,as in all other mattere,
justice,although long delayed, mast,like that truth onwhioh it is
founded, eventually prevail. And therefore can we confidently
anticipate thatthis last vestige of the dark shadowsoast o'er our
land by the successful intoleranceof a by-gone age may forever be
swept away in the day-dawn of the twentieth oentury,whichwe
trust.willusherin the final and equitable adjustment of theIrish
Catholio University question.

ANTRIM.— Death of a Representative Catholic-
Mr Charles L.Nash, J.P., Greencastle, a member of one of the
oldest Catholic families in Ulster, passed away on Ootober 27,
fortified by the rites of the Church,of which he wan a devoted
member.

Honouring the ex-Lord Mayor of Belfast.— The Royal
University of Ireland has conferred the degree of LL.D. honoris
cautaon theRt.Hon.W, J.Pirrie,ex-LordMayor ofBelfast.

A New Altar for Ballybay Church.— a handsome altar
dedicated to St.Joseph has been erected in St.Patrick's Catholic
Church, Ballybay. The table and benches ara of highly-polished
Sicilian marble,and rising from the centre is a massively-carved
canopy of Caen Btone, with Cork red marble pillars. A life-sized
statue of St.Joseph occupies the space inside this canopy. The
caps under the table are also of Caen stone, withCork redmarble
pillars. The panels are elaborately carved, the cenbre one repre-
senting St. Joseph. The altar was executed by Mr Ryan Lowe,
Dominick street,Dublin, and is a pleasing addition to this attrac-
tive parishchurch. The altar is thegift ofMessrs FeeBros.,drug-
gists and grocers,Ballybay.

A Protestant Newspaper on Street-preaching.— The!
JrUh ChurchKewtf the organof theDiststablisbed ChurchinBel-
fast,unburdens itself in this fashion regarding streetpreachers:

—
1A few Sunday evenings ago we were in High street,Belfast,and
at the Albert Memorial our progresswas impeded by the presence
of a semi-disorderly mob. Under the statue of Prince Albert, on
the front of the clock tower, was a Union Jack, and under its
folds wasa littleman,praying

—
or, as weheard it putby a man in

the crowd,*' instructing Almighty God." We wanted tohear what
it wasall about

—
and wequestion if it was worththe trouble

—
bat

one thing wasborne inupon us,viz.,that the laws of public meet-
ings in this country areabused, and that the abuse is winkedatby
our local representativesof law and order. To our mind it is
simply intolerable that a creature endowed only with the giftsof
illimitableclap-trap,anunqualified quantity of impudence,backed
np by an illiteracy which is probably the staple of his stock-in-
trade, should be allowed so inflame the minds of others asignorant
as himself, without let or hindrance on the part of the powers
that be.'

CORK-— The Duties of a Catholic Priest— The Most
Rev.Dr.O'Callagan,Bißhop of Cork, writingtothe localpapers in
reference toalibel action threatenedagainstDr.Keane, 0.P., by an
OperaCompany for condemning from the altar as immodest and
injurious to themoralsof youth thepictorialposters announcing a
comingplay, says that whilst a priest is strictly forbidden by the
Decrees of the Synod of Thurlesand Maynoothtodenounce indi-
viduals in the pulpit without the permission of the proper
authority, there can be no doubt that itis the duty of a Catholio
priest charged with preaching the Word of God to cry down
Bcandals withallhis strength,andeveninthe strongest words.

DONEGAL.— AnnuaI Re-Union of Donegal Men in
GlaßgoW.

—
The twenty-second annual Donegal Re-union washeld

on theevening of October 30, in the City Hall, Glasgow. Cardinal
Loguepresided, and had the supporton theplatform of theBishop-
Auxiliary of Glasgow, Mgr. Grady. Canon Mcßrearty, Canon
Chisholm,Canon Morri?, Councillor O'Hare. Messrs. FrancisHenry,
J.P., Edward Gallaher, J.P., Dr.P. A.Smith,J.P., etc. Mr. W. G.
M'Fadden (secretary) read the address of welcome to the Cardinal,
who, in his reply, referred to the wantof unity and co-operation
amongIrishmen.

DUBLlN.— BelleekPotteryWorkfl— lnareeentisßueof £Aaw-
heru1Journal there isan interestingarticlecontributed byMiss Mary
Georges on theBelleekPottery Works. Belleek ware,as everybody
knows, is themost delicate and exquisite producedanywhere, and
Belleek is in Ireland. Miss Georges traces the career of the great
industry which has made Belleek famous all over the world, from
its earliest beginnings to the present day. That career has not
been always one of great success. There have been periods of
doubt and difficulty; but at present, thanks to the energetic
andenlightenedmanagement,ithas been thoroughly establishedon
a sound basis.

Departure of a Priest for America.— Father J. s.
Megannety, 0.C.C., was presented with a handsome, illuminated
address by St. Josephs Altar Society and the Children of Mary's
Sodality attached to the Carmelite Church,Dublin, on the eve of
his departure forAmerica.

AnIllicitStill inthe City.— The oity of Dublin is the last
placeone wouldexpect tofind an illicit still,yet only a few weeks
ago the police discovered that a man named Brady was making
whisky, figuratively speaking, under their very noses. The still
was found in full working order at Brady's residence, Lower
Gloucester street. The solicitor for the Excise authorities
mentioned that the accused had been oonvicted in November,
1884, for having an illicitstill at Bessborough Avenue,and was
fined £100 or twelvemonths' imprisonment. On account of that
conviction the prisoner couldnot nowbe let off lighter than by a
similar penalty. Brady was fined £100, or in default twelve
months'imprisonment.

KERRY—An Unnecessary Innovation.— LordKenmare
has refused toallowthe KillarneyDevelopmentSyndicate to place
electriogondolas on the lakes of Killarneynext season,as being an
unnecessary interferencewiththe existingboatmen'soccupation.

Irish News.
Thursday, December 28,1899.] NEW ZEALAND TABLET.

LIMBRIOK.— An Old Tobacco Firm.— We are informed
(says the Irish Tobacco Trade Journal) that Messrs Spillane
tobacco manufacturers.Limerick, whoseLimerick roll and

'
Garry*

owen plug have obtained such world-renownedrepute, are about
toerectanew factory with frontageinRobert Btreet and Denmark
street. From what we hear, the factory, when equipped,promises
to be a model one in every respect,and we heartily congratulate
thisold-establishedfirm on theirspiritof enterprise.

BLIGO.-A Successful Student— Mr. Thomas Soanlan,*,
native of Sligo, anda former student ofSligo College, wassuccess-
ful in obtaining a scholarship prize of £15 offered for competition
by St. Andrew'sUniversity recently. Mr.Soanlan, who is now a
resident in Dundee, is a law student and well known for fail
interestinCatholicandNationalistaffairs inthatoity.
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WMrtPI PA /fc OC\ of CHRISTCHURCH, are reUable DRAPERS, CLOTHIERS, TAILORS, and. IYIUwI— uLr\ GO \J\J., DRESSMAKERS. Their goodsmayalways be dependedon and tneir prioes are
theLowest. SPECIAL.— New instockBROWN MOHAIR,specially importedfor theSistersof St.Joseph.


