
GLEANINGS FOR NEXT WEEK'S CALENDAR.
(Written for theN.Z.Tablet.)

December31, Sunday.— Within octaveof Nativity of JesusChrist.
1900

January 1, Monday.
—

Feastof theCircumcision.„ 2, Tuesday.
—

St.Macarius,Anchoret.„ 3, Wednesday.— St.Genevieve,Virgin.„ 4, Thursday.— St. Thos.Plumtree, Martyr.„ 5, Friday.— St. SimonStylites.„ 6, Saturday.
—

Feast of the Epiphany.

ST. GENEVIEVE, VIRGIN AND PATEONESS OF PARIS.
Ina.d. 429, St. Germanus, Bishop of Auxerre, was sent into

Britain by Pope St. Celestine to combat the rising heresy of
Pelagius. Travelling in company of St. Lupus of Troyes, he
arrivedatNanterre in the neighbourhood of Paris, where manyof
the inhabitants came out to meet him. Germanus made them a
suitableexhortation,and looking round uponthe assembled crowd
fixed his eyes upon a little girl of six years old, in whom he
remarked something supernatural. Having called her to him, he
reverently kissed her on the head, to the great surprise of the
spectators, and inquired her name and that of her parents. He
was told thatshe wascalled Genevieve,and that her father'sname
wasSeverus and that of her mother Gerontia. Her parentscoming
up,he congratulated them on being blessed with such adaughter,
anddeclared that theday would come when she would be a bright
exampletopeopleof bothsexes. He then exhortedhex toreveal to
him the secret thought which Bhe nourished in her heart, and
askedher whether it wasnot her desire to become the consecrated
spouse of Jesus Christ. She replied that this was her fixed
intention, and begged him to give her the solemn benediction
bestowedon those who embraced the stateof virginity. They then
enteredthe church for the office of none,after which certain psahns
were sung and prayers recited, while the Bishop kept his right
hand upon the child's head. Heafterwardstook his meal withher
parents,and bade them bring theirdaughter to him on the follow-
ing morning. They did so, and Germanus asked her if she
rememberedwhat she had promised the previousday.

'Yes,holy
Father,'she replied,'and with God's help and by the aid of your
prayers,Ihope to observe it.' Then looking upon the ground he
perceivedapiece of copper marked with a cross, which he picked
up and gave to her, saying,

'Keep this for my sake,and wear it
alwaysround yourneck in place of other ornament. As for gold
and preciousstones, leave them to those who serve the world.' He
then commendedher again tothe careof her parentsand resumed
his journey.

From the age of fifteen to that of fifty,Genevieve ate but!
twicea week

—
namely,uponSunday and Thursday. Her food was

only barley bread and beans,and she never tasted wine or other
intoxicating liquor. A few days after the departure of St.
Germanus, her mother wished to preventher from going to Church,
andnot succeeding struck her on the cheek. At the same moment
the mother was struck blind, and remained so for two years. At
the end of that time, calling to mind the prediction of St.Germanus, she bade her daughter bring some water from the well
and make the sign of the cross over her. Genevieve did so,and
whenBhe had washed her mother's eyes,the latter began to seea
little,and after two or three washings was entirely restored to
sight. Upon the death of her parents, Genevievewent to live with
her godmother in Paris. She there received the veil from the
Bishop with the usual solemnities in company with two other
virgins. Almighty God tried her with many sufferings. On one
occasion her body was struck withparalysis,and for threedays she
appearedas if dead. Uponreturning toherself she related thatan
angel had conducted her to the abode of the just to behold the
rewardwhichGod had prepared for those who love him. She also
received the giftof being able toread the secrets of hearts.

A reporthaving gone abroad thatAttila,Kingof theHuns,was
comingto ravage Gaul,the inhabitants of Paris were so terrified
thatthey resolved to emigrate and transport their goods into other
cities of greater strength. Genevieve did all in her power to
dissuade them,and, gathering together the women,exhorted them
to haverecourseto prayerand fasting,as in the days of Judithand
Esther, toavert theanger of God. They accordingly assembled in
the baptistery, where for many days they gave themselves up to
prayerand worksof penance. She warned their husbands not to
quit Paris as by the Divineprotection it would remain uninjured,
while the cities to which they thought of flying would be laid
waste. Her words, however, wereunheeded by the citizens,who
raised an outcry against her and treatedher as a false prophetess,
threatening to stone her todeathor drown her in a pit. At this
crisis the Archdeacon of St.Germanus arrived from Auxerre. He
found the Parisians assembled at the cornersof the streets, and
talkingofkilling Genevieve.

'
Beware/ said he, 'ofcommitting so

great a crime. She whose death youare plotting is,as we have
learned fromour holy father Germanus, a chosen servant of God.'
These words delivered the virgin from further molestation, and
whenafterwards thecitizens beheld theHuns turning their forces
in anotherdirection, they began toregardher as a Saint.

While the admirable virtues and tender charity of Genevieve
secured for her the affectionof thepeople,themiraculous gifts with
which God favoured her,strongly excited their veneration. Fre-
quently did they beholdher with the sign of the cross cure the sick,
give sight to theblindandspeechto the dumb,cast out devils,and
evenraise thedead to life. For thehand of Godwas with her in all
thatshe undertook. After a life of 89 yearsspent in the practiseof
every good work, Genevieve happily expired on January 3, a.d.518, and wasinterred in the famouschurchof her name at Paris,
of which city she has always been regarded as the principal
patron.
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Friends at Court.
7

rpHE Leading House in CHRTSTGHURCH for Drapery, Mantles, and "REATH .A_ND Ct^

VICTORIA INSURANCE COMPANY,
LIMITED.

ESTABLISHED 1849.
Local Director, J. T. WRIGHT Esq. (Messrs. Wright,

Stephensonand Co.)
This Old-EBtablished Company accepts

FIRE RISKS on buildings and Contents of every des-
cription, also on grain in field.

MARINE RISKS on Wool fromsheep'sback to London,
and on goods shipped coastwise or to anyport in
the world.

GUARANTEE RISKS Insuring the fidelity of persons
in positionsof trust.

BRANCHES AND AGENCIES THROUGHOUT THE COLONY
Further information tobe had fromany of the Company's

Representatives.

Head Offices forNew Zealand - NO. 5 BOND STREET

JAMES EDGAR,
Manager forNewZealand.

gTEAM ARTESIAN WELL SINKER
House andSanitaryPlumber. HotandColdWater

Services. Founder and GeneralEngineer. Maker of
the Celebrated Titan Steel Windmill. Creamery and
ButterFactory Machinery. Contractorto the Central
DairyCompany. Pumps,Pipes,Rams,Gasfittings,etc.,
etc., fixed at Lowest Rates. EstimatesandPlans on
Application.j THOMAS DANES,
ProvidenceWorks, Lichfield street,Chrißtohuroh, N.Z.

THE LATEST PAMPHLET TO READ."The Church and Commerce, Industry, Sciences,
and Arts/1

Illustratingina striking and most interesting manner that the
CatholicChurch has at alltimes been the mother of allthe factor*

of true civilisation.
Written by the VERY REV. FATHER LE MENANT DEB

CHESNAIS, S.M., V.G. Price
-

6d.
We have alsoa numberof

"OUT OF THE MAZE,"
by the sameauthor. Prioe " 6d.

Copies may be had by sending postalnotesor stamps to
J. MURRAY, TabletOffice.

Q IT]Y HOTEL, DUNEDIN.
Having LEASED my,

V**«Sfia*>*- s?vr iu«r HOTEL to Messrs. J. J.*/" «i.y.y■rS*^ftaftl?^'»!l(f CONNOR »nd J. T.

,_ j.f.NIXON
'

WITH reference to the above,we feel thatit ishardly nedetwry
toassure ourFriends and thePatronsof the *City 'that no

effort willbespared onour partto meritthePatronage soliberally
bestowedonour esteemedpredecessor.

J.J. CONNOR,
J.T HARRIS,

Proprietors

TWO WELLERS TOBACCO
Made fromExtra Choice MATURED SUN-CURED LEAF.

Givesapleasant,cool smoke. Try itanditwillgiveyousatisfaction

NOONDAY OIL
BRIGHT, CLEAR, STEADY LIGHT.

Insistupon havingNOONDAY.


