Thursday, December 28, 1899.]

NEW ZEALAND TABLET. 7

Friends at Court,

GLEANINGS FOR NEXT WEEK'S CALENDAR,
(Written for the N.Z, TABLET.)
December :;1. Sunday,~-Within octave of Nativity of Jesus Christ.
1900

January 1, Monday —Feast of the Cireumoision.

" , Tuesday,—Bt, Maoarius, Anchoret.

’ , Wednesday — St. Genevieve, Yirgin.
, Thursday.—8t, Thos. Plumtree, Martyr,
, Priday.—St. Bimon Stylites.
y Batnrday.—~Feast of the Epiphany.
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8T. GENEVIEVE, VIRGIN AND PATRONESS OF PARIS.

In A.p, 429, 8t. Germsnus, Bishop of Auxerre, was sent into
Britain by Pope St, Celestine to combabt the rising heresy of
Pelagius. Travelling in company of St. Lupus of Troyes, he
arrived at Nanterre in the neighbourhood of Parie, where many of
the inhabitants came ont to meet him, Germanus made them z
suitable exhortation, and Inoking round upon the assembled crowd
fized his eyes upon a little girl of six years o¢ld, in whom he
remarked something sopernatural, Having called her to him, he
reverently kissed her on the head, to the great surprise of the
spectators, and inquired bher name and that of her parents. He
was told that she was called Genevieve, and that her father’s name
wan Beverus and that of her mother Gerontia. Her parents coming
up, he congratulated them on being blessed with such a danghter,
and declared that the day would come when she would be a bright
example to people of both sexes, He then exhorted her to reveal to
him the secret thought which she nourished in her heart, and
asked her whether it was not her desire to become the consecrated
spouse of Jesus Christ, Bhe replied that this was her fixed
intention, and begged him to give her the solemn benediction
bestowed on those who embraced the state of virginity. They then
entered the church for the office of none, after which certain psalms
were sung and prayers recited, while the Bishop kept his right
hand upon the child's head. He afterwards took his meal with her
parents, and bade them bring their danghter to him on the follow-
ing morning, They did so, and Germanus asked her if she
remembered what she had promised the previous day. *Yes, holy
Father,' she replied, ‘and with God’s help and by the aid of your
prayers, I hope to observe it” Then looking upon the ground he
perceived a piece of copper marked with a cross, which he picked
up and gave to her, saying, ‘Keep this for my sake, and wear it
always round your neck in place of other ornament. As for gold
and precious stones, leave them to those who serve the world,! He
then commended her again to the care of her parents and resumed
his journey.

From the age of fifteen to that of fifty, Genevieve ate but
twice 8 week—naizely, upon Sunday and Thursday. Her food was
only barley bread and heans, and she never tasted wine or other
intoxicating liguor. A few days after the departure of St.
Germanus, her mother wished to prevent her from going to Church,
and not suceeeding struck her on the cheek. At the same moment
the mother was struck blind, and remained so for two years. At
the end of that time, calling to mind the prediction of Bt
Germanus, she bade her daughter bring some water from the well
and make the sign of the cross over her, Genevieve did so, and
when she had washed her mother's eyes, the latter began to see a
little, and after two or three washings was entirely restored to
sight. Upon the death of her parente, Genevieve went to live with
her godmother in Paris. She there received the veil from the
Bishop with the usual solemnities in company with two other
virging. Almighty God tried her with many sufferings. On one
occasion her bedy was struck with paralysis, and for three days she
appeared as if dead. Upon returning to herself she related that an
angel had conducted her to the abode of the just to behold the
reward which God had prepared for those who love him. She also
received the gift of being able to read the secrets of hearts.

A report having gone abroad that Attila, King of the Huns, was
coming to ravage Gaul, the inhabitants of Paris were go terrified
that they resolved to emigrate and transport their gooda into other
cities of greater strength, Genevieve did all in her power to
dissuade them, and, gathering together the women, exhorted them
to have recourse to prayer and fasting, as in the days of Judith and
Esther, to avert the anget of God. They aceordingly assembled in
the baptistery, where for many days they gave themselves up to
prayer and works of penance. She warned their husbands not to
quit Paris as by the Divine protection it would remain uninjured,
while the cities to which they thought of fiving would be laid
waste. Her words, however, were unheeded by the citizens, who
raised an outery against her and treated her as a false prophetess,
threatening to stone her to death or drown herin a pit. At this
crisis the Archdeacon of St. Germanus arrived from Auxerre. He
found the Parisians assembled at the corners of the streets, and
talking of killing Genevieve. * Beware, sald he, ‘ of committing so
great a crime. She whose death you are plotting is, as we have
learned from our holy father Germanus, a chosen servant of God.
These words delivered the virgin from further molestation, and
when afterwards the citizens beheld the Huns turning their forces
in another direction, they began to regard her as a Saint.

While the admirable virtues and tender charity of Genevieve
secured for her the affection of the people, the miraculous gifts with
which God favoured her, strongly excited their veneration, Fre-
quently did they behold her with the sign of the cross cure the sick,
give sight to the blind and speech to the dumb, cast out devils, and
even raise thedead to life. For the hand of God wae with her in all
that she undertook. After a life of 89 yearsspent in the practise of
every good work, Genevieve happily expired on January 3, A.D,
518, and was interred in the famous church of her name at Paris,
of which city she has always been regarded as the principal
patron.

VICTORIA INSURANCE COMPANY,

LIMITED.

———

ESTABLISHED 1849.
Local Director, J. T. WRIGHT Esq. (Messrs. Wright,
Stephenson and Co.)
This Old-Established Company accepts
FIRE RISKS on buildings and Contents of every des-
cription, alse on grain in field.

MARINE RISKS on Wool fromsheep's back to Londen,
alllld on {gdoods shipped coastwise or to any port in
the world.

GUARANTEE RISKS Insuring the fidelity of persona
in positions of trust,

BRANCHES AND AGENCIES THROUGHOUT THE COLONY
Further information to be had from any of the Company's
Bepresentatives.

Head Offices for New Zealand - NO. 5 BOND STREET

JAMES EDGAR,

Manager for Now Zealand.

STEAM ARTEBIAN WELL BINKER

House and Sanitary Plamber. hot and Cold Water
Services. Foonder and General Engineer. Maker of
the Qelebrated Titan Steel Windmill. Creamery and
Butter Factory Machinery. Contractor to the Central
Dairy Company. Pumps, Pipes, Rams, Gasfittings, eto,,
ete., fixed at Lowest Rates. Estimates and Plans on

Application,
THOMAS DANKS,
Providence Works, Lichfield atreet, Christchurch, N.Z.

THE LATEST PAMPHLET TO READ.

“The Church and Commerce, Industry, Sciences,
and Arts,”

INuatrating in a striking and most interesting manner that the
Catholic Church has at all times been the mother of all the factors
of true civilisation.

Written by the VERY REV. FATHER LE MENANT DES

CHESNAIS, S.M., V.G. Price - 6d.
We have slso s number of
‘““OUT OF THE MAZE,”
by the same anthor, Price - 64,

Copies may be had by sending postal notes or stamps to
J. MURRAY, TABLET Cfflce.

CITY HOTEL

DUNEDIN.

Having LEASED my,
HOTEL to Messre, J. J,
CONNOR and J, T.
HARRIS, I bave to
THANK the PATRONA

of the ‘City’' for their
" LIBELAL PATRONAGE;
and in bespeaking a Con-
tinnance of the same for
fha my successors I feel quite

} satisfied that the reputa-

: tion the Hotel has enjb

will be fully maintained
under their Management,
J. F, NIXON

“ T ITH reference to the above, we feel that it is hardly n.
to asstire our Friends and the Patrons of the ' City ' that no
effort will be spared on our part to merit the Patronage so liberally
beatowed on our erteemed predecessor,
J.J, CONNOR,
J, T HARRIS,

Proprietors

TWO WELLERS TOBACCO

Made from Extra Choice MATURED SUN-.CURED LEAF,
Gives a pleasant, cool smoke, Try it and it will give you sntistaction

N 0O 0 A XY O I-L
BRIGHT, CLEAR, STEADY LIGHT, .

Insist npon having NOONDAY,

THE Leading House in OHRISTCHURCH for Drapery, Mantles, and

Underclothing

BEATH AND CQ



