
A representative of the Sydney Freeman's Journalh&d aninter-
view recently with his Eminence Cardinal Moran with regard to
theAustralasian Catholic Congress to be held at Sydney inOctober.

The interviewer asked if Mr. Mulhall, the eminent statistician,
had already sent a paper on the progress of the Church in the
nineteenthcentury ?

MR.MULHALL'S PAPER,

'Yes, the paper has reached us,' replied hia Eminence, 'and a
very fine, a moat valuable, paper it is. Ihave written to Mr.Mulhall, thankinghim, andat the same time askinghimif he will
be good enough tobriug his paper up to date. When Mr. Mulhall
wrote it was our intention to hold the Congress early in 1900.
Since that time it has become a matter of necessity to put off the
Congress till October of next year. We wish to have theCathedral
as it stands complete in every detail by the time the Congress
assembles. The laying down of the floor in marble and arkolite
will delay us till July. As the Triduum in celebration of what we
may speakof as ihe completion of the Cathedral is to serve as a
preludeor preface to the Congress,we selected October as themonth
which wonld be-t huit trin convenienceof the Bishops andrepre-
sentative laymenof the other colonies. We hope to see the whole
Australasian Church well represented

—
Australia, New Zealand, and

Tasmania. We will find places also for Fiji, New Guinea, and
Samoa.''Isit nota happy accidentof fortune toget a paper from such
aneminent authority as Mr.Mulhall ?

'' Well, you see, Mr. Mulhall is one of my old boys. He wasa
student when Iwas aprofessor long ago in Rome. So Ithink I
havea claim on him. It, is not outside the range of probability"
thathe will attend the Congress. He is fondof travel, and Ihave
invited him to come and see what we are like. At present he
knows us only by statistics. If he comes he will have a warm
welcjmenotonly from Catholics,but from the whole community.'

DURATION OF THE CONGKESS.'
Howlong will the Congresslast, yourEminence /''
I think Iam sate in paying that the whole proceedings,

allowing for entertainments,dinners,and picnics, will be compressed
withina week. This wouldalso cover tne three days sen apjtrt for
the cathedral ceremonies. We shall haveseveral centres or meeting
places. Itis proposed to have one session at St. Mary'sin the new

hall, a secondatSt.John's College,a thirdatSt.Patrick's College,
Manly,a fourth atRiverview College, and bo on. All thesessions
shouldbe got over within a week. Some of the papers will, of
course,be taken "asread," but the principal ones willbe discussed.
It is our intention to publish all the papers and the principal "
speeches in a volumeat the end of the Congress. Such a volume
would be a valuablerecord showing the advancedcondition of the
Catholic Church in Australasia at the close of the nineteenth,
century. What a contrast to theposition of theChurch hereat the
beginning of thecentury 1

'
VISITORS FROM THE HOME COUNTRIES.'Do you expect many visitors from the other sideof the world,

yourEminence I''
When the warin the Transvaal is over,Ishallbebetter able to

answeryour question. Butapart from the warIknow thatthereis
what we may call a counter attraction in the Paris Exhibition.
More than that, thereare to be some very important celebrations in
Rome. Itmay be our good fortune to have a few distinguished
visitorsfrom Europe,butIthinkIamsafe inBaying that most of
those whose sympathy has been enlisted in connection witb our
Congress will be representedby their contributionsIn the wayof
papers andessays.'

ASSISTANCE FROM ABROAD.
In reply to a query as to whether any additional papers had

beenpromisedbesides those alreadymentioned,his Eminence said :
1Here is a letterIreceived yesterdayfrom the Rev. L. A. Lambert,
LL.D., editorof theNew YorkFreeman'tJournal:

—
11YourEminence—lhave succeededin securing the promise of

three well-known writers to prepare papers for the Australasian
Catholic Congress of 1900

—
namely, Father Doyle, editor of the

Catholic World Magazine;FatherBaart, authorof a work on 'The
Court of Rome,'and anotheron Canon Law; and Father Hudson,
editorof the Aye Maria,and Professor of theNotre Dame Univer-
sity. Ihope to procure another paper on 'Irish Catholics in
America,' nnd still another from one of the professors in the
American Catholic University, Washington. lam pleasedto think
that Ihavebeen fairly successful. Iasked Dr. O.A.Brownaon for
a paper, buthe wrotemethathis hand is so disabled with rheuma-
tism thathecould not prepare it."

'
THE OBJECTS OF THE CONOBESB.'Apart fromitsvalueinanintellectualsense,whatgood purpOM

will be servedby the Congress,your Eminence?
''That,' said the Cardinal, 'is a leading question. Within the

last 10 years there has been agreat revival of faithand religious
enthusiasm throughout the world,andin a largemeasure this is
owing to the Catholic Congresses which have been held inParis,
Brussels,Lisbon,Fribourg, Venice,andotherEuropeancities. Our
presentillustrious Pontiff Leo XIII., desires thatallCatholicsshall
mark the endof thepresent centuryand thebeginning of thenext
by a great manifestation of faith and love towards Jesus Christ
ourRedeemer. Ata meetingheldinMelbourne inNovember,1897,
on the occasion of the consecration of St.Patrick'sCathedral, at
which the Archbishops and Bishops of Australiawerepresent, it
wasdetermined that theCatholics of Australasia should bo afforded
an opportunity of joining in this religious movement, andof par-
tioipating in its blessings, and that the most appropriate way of
manifesting their faith and loyalty would be the holding of an
Australasian Catholic Congress. As weinSydney werepushing on
the completion of ourCathedral, the assembled prelates decidedto
have the Congress in Sydney so that the date of holding would
fit in with the blessing of what wemay call ourcompleted Cathe-
dral. The dedication feast of this Mother Church of Australasia,
in which all the faithful people of the Southern Continenthave
shown sodeep an interest, may thus be made tocoincide with the
opening of the Catholic Congress. The centenary celebration of
theChurch in Australasia will be due at thesame time. The Con-
gresses held in Europe treated of matters chiefly connected with
the attitude of the Church in relation to the leading questions of
theday, and it is proposed that the Australasian Congress shall
follow onsimilar lines of thought. Able and scholarly papers will
domuch to clear away the ignorance and prejudice which now
prevail,andshow forth the Churchinall the beauty andgrandeur
of her sublime teaching.'

ITS INFLUENCE BEYOND THE COLONIES.'Will the Congress exercisean influence beyond thecolonies1
''Iam happy to say that already the Congress has attracted

attention. As you are aware, we sent our syllabus to the old
countries. Within the past few weeks Ihave received letters
expressingpleasant surprise at the character of our programme.
Some of the subjects selected,Iam informed,have been greatly
praised in many of the leading schools in theOldCountry. This in
itself will do good. Itwill not only make people at Home under-
stand that there is such a place as Australia,but it will command
their respect. Iwould not for the world make the statement
publicly for fear ofgivijg offence to our spirited young Australians,
but there are many peopleon the other side of theworld who regard
Australia as a distant mission somewhere near Burmah. The
reports of our Congress, if they reach these people,should convince
them that we are an enlightened and progressive country. The
Congress, although academic in character, cannot fail to awaken
Catholic interest among ourselves. Taking a wider view, it will
identify us with the Catholic world, and give us a recognised
position. Itwill life usout of aprovincialgrooveand place us in
line with theintellectual leaders of our faith. Amongour Protes-
tantneighbours in the colonies theeffect of theCongressmust be a
goodone. Itwill show them that we only ask our Church to be
judged on its merits,and that wehavenothing toconceal. The list
of subjects will show our non-Catholic friends that we are not
afraid to discuss scientific andother subjects whichare supposed to
be forbidden by theChurch. Ina word,Ibelieve theCongresswill
httlp toclear awaycalumnies andshow the Catholio Church in its
true strengthanddignity to thosenot of thefold,'
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General Committee met and chose an executive. Though the
Catholic propaganda in Ireland ia not bo urgent anecessity as in
Great Britain, theneeds of a Catholicdefence havebeen recognised
in Ulster and elsewhere in face of a sustained attack. Further-
more, the foundations of Irish loyalty to the old Church can be
strengthened by the story of pastsacrifices and pastconquests. It
will be remembered that at the last meeting of the Maynooth
College Union an admirable paper on the subject was readby the
Very Rev.Dr O'Riordan,of Limerick. Dr. O'Riordan advocated
the establishment in Irelandof a Catholic Truth Society on lines
similar to theSociety whichhas beendoing such excellentwork in
England. The project so strongly advocated by Dr. O'Riordan was
taken up enthusiastically by the Union,and it also received the
sanction and approval of the Hierarchy. The Society,it may be
said, will not confine itself to theproductionanddisseminationof
literature on purely religious subjects. It will devote itself to
Catholic literature in thewidest sense,toallliterature breathing the
Catholic spirit. Since thelast meetingof the MaynoothUnionin-
quiries were made extensively as to the desirability of establishing
such a Society, and everywhere the project was warmly welcomed.
The proposedorganisation received Bpecial commendationfrom the
Hierarchy, and their lordships weremost generouß incontributing
to the funds necessaryfor the startingof the Society. At themeet-
ingof the Organising Committee, the MostRev.Dr.Shehan,Bishop
of Waterford andLismore, was calledto the chair. Amongst those
present were the Bishops of Cloyne, Derry, Elphin, Canea,Down
and Conor;ColonelRoss,of Bladensburg ; the Very Rev. J. F.
Hogan,D.D.,Maynooth College;Mr. Charles Dawson,Sir Francis
Cruise,Count Moore,M.P.; theRev. Matthew Russell, S.J.;Count
Plunkett, Mgr. Murphy, P.P., Kildare ;the Rev. Dr. O'Riordan,
Limerick, Sir Henry Bellingham, and a large number of clergy.
On themotion of the Most Rev. Dr. Browne, seconded by the Most
Rev. Dr. Donnelly, the Rev. Dr. Mannix, Maynooth College, was
appointedhon.secretary of the meeting. The Most Rev. Dr.Healy,
Bishopof Clonfcrt, was selected as the first president,and the vice-
presidents selected were the Most Rev. Dr. Donnelly, the Right
Rev. Monsignor Murphy, P.P., V.G., Kildare;W. R. Molloy,J.P.
and CountMoore. A general committee was appointed, to consist
of the entire hierarchy of the country and all present, withpower
to add to their numbers. Sir Francis Cruise and the Rev. Daniel
Downing, Adm., Pro-Cathedral, were appointed hon. treasurers.
The appointment of two secretaries of the Society— one to be a
clergymanand the other a layman—

was left in thehands of the
executive committee. An executive committee was appointed, to
consist of thepresident, vice-presidents, treasurers, and secretaries,
as ex officio members, andof the following:The Rev. T. A. Finlay,
S.J., the Very Rev.Canon Fricker,P.P., the VeryRev.CanonRyan,
P.P., the Very Rev. Canon O'Hanlon, P.P., the Rev. Dr. Mannix,
theRev. Dr. Hogan,Count Piunkett, Charles Daweon, John Rooh-
ford, J. B.Cullen, Judge Carton, the Rev.Dr. Hickey, the Rev.T.
M'Cotter, Belfast; the Rev. Father O'Doherty, P.P., Longtower,
Derry ;Colonel Ross, of Bladensburg;Sir Henry Bellingham, the
Rev. P. A. Sheehan. P.P., Boneraile; the Rev. Dr. O'Riordan,
Limerick ;Lord Etnly, Stanley Harrington, J.P., Cork; the Very
Rev. Dr. Fahy, P.P., Gort; the Right Rev. Mgr. Kelly, P.P.,
Athlone:the O'Connor Don, andR. Kelly, Castlebar.
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