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NEW ‘' ZEALAND . TABLAT,

CONVERT OF THE SACRED HEART,
TIMARTU. )
HE ANNUAL SPIRITUAL RETREAT FOR . LADIES:

preached by the Rev. Father J. COLGAN, 8.7, will bagin

on the Evening of MONDAY, January 8, and end-on SATURDAY,|:-

Januoary 13.
Ladiés who wish {0 attend shonld apply as scon as poésible to ]
the Reverend Mother. T ‘
JML, o
SACRED HEART COLIL%EGE,
AUQOKLAND. .

"GONDUCGTED BY THE MARIST BROTHERS.

Under the patronage of His Lordship the Right Rev. DrJLgmvh::&

The'System of Téaching is -that followed in our ‘popala
emiinsnitly suooensful Bydney College (8t Joseph's). ..

. The carriculum includes the subjects required forthe-C
BERYICE (Junior and Senior), LAW, MATRICULATION, snd’
other Examinstions. In the interests of those desirous of enté¥ing
on & Mercantile Career, speeial attention is devoted to

" SHORTHAND AND BOOK-KEEPING.

' TERMS.—For Board and Eduoation (including washing and |:

mending, as well as the use of school bocks and bedding), 30
Guineas Lower Stsndarde, 33 Guineas Higher Standards, per
m!m‘lastiq '%V“; payable in advance, in three equal instalments—
viz., First ‘Week in Febroary, June, snd September. But pupils
may enter &t any fime of the year, and are charged from date of

piesion. —_— .
DRAWING, PAINTING, and SHORTHAND are not Extras.
Further' information may be obtained by writing to the

Director.
! BROTHER BASIL,

CA"LEDONIAN SOCIEY OF OTAGO.

ANNUAL GATHERING,

JANUARY 1 and 2, 1900.

SOCIETY'S GROUNDS, KENSINGTON.

£480 GIVEN IN PRIZES.

£ 8 d.
Bupaning and Walking 157 0 0O
Bagpipe Music 1910 ©
Wrestling ... " 90 0 O
Cyeling - e W00
Hammer, Cable, and Ball... 12 0 0
Vaulting with Pole 410 0
Wood-chopping Competition (second day) 22 0 0
Quoiting ... s . . 810 ©

For details eee Programme.}

ENTRIES for Running and Walking CLOSE at the Scciety’s
Office, 27 Rattray street, at 3 p.m, on SATURDAY, 16th December-
Cycling on WEDNESDAY, 27th December, a8t 5 p.m. Entries for
all other events close on THURSDAY, 28th December, at 8 p.m.
Entry money for Dunedin and Caledonian Handicaps, 33 64 each
distance, All events with prize money exceeding £6 for Arst prize,
3a 6d. Wrestling, 38 6d, All other events 23 6d, Youths’ Races,
18, Programmes can be obtained from the directors, or from the
SBecretary’s Office, 27 Rattray street,

Side Shows of every description will he on the ground, and[all
the fun of a Scottish Fair,

WILLIAM REID,
Secretary,
27 Rattray street.

NOTICE TO SUBSCRIBERS.

Complaints re irregular Delivery of Paper should be
made without delay to the Mansger.

All Communications with the Commercial Department
of the ‘N.Z. Tablet’ Newspaper are to be addressed to
John Murray, SBecretary, to whom all'Post Office Orders

pnd- ‘Ohagues are in all instances to e made payable,

-Annual Subacription,:26s. hooked; 22s, 84, if paid in
advance; shorter periods at proportional rates.

NOTICE.

Al communications connected with the literary dez’art
ment, reparts, correspondence, newshaver cuttings, elc., should
bz addressed to the Editor.

Coyrespondents forwarding obituary and marriage notices
are particularly requested to be as concise as possible.
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“''HURSDAY, DECEMBER 28, 1899. -

. A FELAW IN THE BALLOT ACT.
. “ ————————
. HE, system of voting by ballot is no novelty.

@ " Long before the birth of CgrisT it had an
ke -even wider application in- the public life of
r¥:_ pagae Greece snd Rome than it has in any
b part of the British Empire to-day. " For
centuries after its eclipse as a political resort,
it wag used in the Catholic Church, ns it is to
this day, in sundry elections, such as those of
bishops, abbots, popes, etc. It was first introduced. into
English political life by the Act of 1872, and in one shape
or other has been adopted by practically every civilised
nation on the earth. It has tended to remove bhe idea that
a vote is an article of commerce, made intimidation
immeagurably more difficult; than under the old *open’
system, and se softened the asperities of electoral -contesia
that they are no longer associated with the broken heads
and the scenes of noisy merriment and violence immorbalised
in the vigorous, if not over-delicate, caricatures of GHLLRAY
and Rowrawpson. The old open-voting system -8 gone
with ‘HaNs BRNITMAW'S barty' ‘afay in the ewigkeit.
The ballot fits the political conditions of our day so neatly
and naturally and comfortably that pablic opinion would be
as averse to falling back again on open-voling as Hour
manufactarers would be to substitute the quern for.-the
roller-mill or military men to replace the Lee-Metford rifle
with that weapon of the war correspondent—the long-bow.
In the circumstances it will probably come a8 a surprise to
many of our readers to learn that the days of academic
discussions on the merits of voting by ballot are by no
means past. Even in the present year so distinguished a
writer as the historian LE¢KY has denounced it in his
Democracy and Fiberty as * essentially an evil’ “in .any
country where politics rest on a really svund and iddepen-
dent basis.” That country is probably the one which -
CARLYLE, in his Sarfer Resartus, calls Weissnichtwo (the
land of *I-know-not-where'). It lies three and a half
leagues beyond Amauroes or the Vanishing Point. We can
resign ourselves with a tolerably good grace to so mach of
‘essential evil’ as the ballot mayjiinflict on the land of

Weissnichtwo.
»

The chief obstacles to free and conscientious voting are
bribery and intimidation. These, in turn, depend for their
success on the possibilicy, or public belief in the possibility,
of interested parties acquiring a knowledge of the manner in
which pariicular votes are cast. The chief value of the
ballot lies, then, in its secrecy. And the more thorough the
secrecy the mote effective is the protection it affords the
voter against intimidation by employer or by mob, and the
greater the difficulties it throws in the way of the tempter
who wonld purchase the elector’s independence with gifts,
It is, or ouggt, to be, evident that the State, which confers the
right of voting; should make the protection of the voter from
undue influence a3 complete and thorough-going as it conld
be reasomably made. In other words, the secrecy of the
ballot should be safe-guarded to the farthest limit that is
consistent with the prevention of personation and double-
voting and snch-like offences against honest electioneerin%.
Now this is precisely what our Ballot Act does not. It
affords a ground of fact for one of the stock objections to
the ballot : namely, the conviction that its imagined secrecy
i8 to a greab extent a delusion and asnare, Bywomeé strange
fiction or legend what is known as the ¢ Australian ballot’
is supposed to be the model of all the rest—Heaven knows
why. In the recent work ¢uoted above, LECXY roundly
declares that it ‘secures to the voter absolute, secrecy.’
“In five years, says he, ‘the Australian ballot has been
adopted in thirty-five States, and it appears to have done
something to diminish the power of the cancns.organisation
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and to check the various fraudulent practices which & had
AGHINE EASY TO WORK, EARY TO LEARN, BASY
M 1 ¢ -TO PURCHASR on qur Special Tersaa,, Write
¢ PRINGKS STBABT, DUNEDIN.



