
St.John, the beloveddiscipleof Jesus, was the son of Zebedeeand Salome,and the brother of St. James the Great. He was a
fisherman by trade, and wascalled to the Apostleship by our Lord
along withhis brotherJames when they were mending- their netsby the shoreof Lake Geneserath. They did not,however,entirely
abandon their occupation until they received a second call along
with St.Peter and St. Andrew after the miraculous draught offishes, on which occasion they left all things and followed Jesuswithout reserve.

Among- the twelve Apostles there werethreewhowere specially
favoured by our Blessed Lord;but of these the dearest to His
SacredHeart wasundoubtedly St.John. Henceheis spokenof in
theHoly Gospel as'The disciple whom Jesus loved,' and while he
shared the revelationof ourLord's glory onMount ThaborandHisa«-ony in thegarden with SS. Peter andJames, he alone enjoyed the
specialprivilege of resting his head on thebreast of Jesus at the
Last Supper. The holy Fathers tell us that it was the spotlesspurity of St.Johu which made him so dear to Jesus,and which
caused our Blessed Lord tomake choice of him on Calvary as the
most fitting guardian for His Virgin Mother. St. John responded
to hisMaster's loveby the ardour of his ownaffection to both the
Son and the Mother. He was the only one of the Apostles whofollowedJesu3 to the last,standing loyally with Maryat the footofthe cross to the very end, in spite of the scoffs and insults of the
mob and his ownbitter anguieh at the sight of the cruel tormentsof his beloved Master. His devotionto Jesus was not without itsreward, for our Lord withHia dying- lips bequeathed to St.Johnthat which He held the most dear and precious in this world
namely,His beloved Mother. 'Woman,' said He, 'behold thy son;son,behold thy Mother.' And from thathour the disciple took her
tohis own.

After our Lord^s ascension St. John seems to have remained
chiefly at Jerusalemuntil the death of the BlessedVirgin, thoughnodoubt hewas oftenabsent onvariousapostolic expeditions. Heis said tohave preached the GospelinParthia and theneighbouringcountries. After the deathof our Ladyhis labourswereprincipallydevoted to Asia Minor, where he exercised a general supervisionover thenumerous Christiancommunities, travelling from place toplace tospread the Gospel,encourage the faithful, and provide the"hurches with worthyand zealous pastors. During this time heresided chiefly in the city of Ephe3us.

In thepersecutionofDomitian,A D,0."5, St.John, then the solesurvivor of the Apostolic College, was apprehended by the Pro-consul of Asia and sent toRome. He wascondemned by the cruelEmperor tobe cast into a vesselof boiling oil,but wasmiraculously
preservedfrom injury. The memory of this miracle is preserved inthe Church by a special feast, which is kept on May G, and isentitled'St.John before theLatinGate.'

Being afterwardssentintoexile to Patmos, a littlerocky islandin the Archipelago,St.John was favouredwith theheavenlyvisionswhichhehas described in the Apocalypse, and which relate to thefuture history of the Church and the awful events that willaccompanythe final judgment. His banishment was not of longcontinuance, for at the death of Domitian,a.b. 9G, he was restored
toliberty andreturned toEphesus.

Itwasabout this time thathe wrotehis Gospel to supply theomissionsof theother evangelists,and torefute therising heresiesof Ebion andCerinthus, who denied the Divinity of Jesus Christ.Heis also the author of three epistles, which are full of earnestexhortations to the loveof Godboth inHimself andin our fellow-men, St. John was in truth the Apostle ofDivine charity. Xeverwashe wearyof inculcating this lesson upon his disciples, and ofexhorting, themtoprove the sincerity of their lovefor God by th9irlove forone another. Itis related that, whenageand infirmity hadso enfeebledhim that he wasunable to make long discourses to thepeople,heused still tobe carried to the assemblyof the faithfuland wouldalwaysaddress them in these words:'Mylittlechildren',
loveoneanother.' And when at length his hearers, tired of thisconstant repetition,askedhim the reasonof it,he replied:'Becauseit is the precept of theLord,and if youfulfil it,itis sufficient '—

whichremindus of the saying of St.Paul:'He that lovethIhis neighbour hath fulfilled the law.'
This greatApostle,sobelovedof God and lovable of men diedat Ephesus,a.d. 100, at the age of i)i.

Choose such recreations as are healthful, short, transient,recreative,andapt torefresh you;butatnohanddwellupon them,ormake them your great employment ; forhe thatspends his timem_ sports, andcalls it recreation,is like him whose garment is allfringes, and his meat nothing but sauces; they are healthful,changeable, and useless. And therefore avoid such games whichrequiremuch time or long attendance;or whichareapt tostealthy
affections frommoresevereemployments.
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December 24, Sunday.— Vigilof theNativity of Our Lord.„ 25, Monday.

—
Nativity of Our Lord.„ 26, Tuesday.— St. Stephen,Martyr.„ 27, Wednesday.— St.John,Apostle and Evangelist.„ 28, Thursday.— TheHoly Innocents.„ 29, Friday.— Sb. Thomas,BishopandMartyr.„ 30, Saturday.— St.Elizabeth,of Hungary.
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VICTORIA INSURANCE COMPANY,
LIMITED.

ESTABLISHED 1849.
Local Director, J. T. WRIGHT Esq. (Messrs. Wright,

Stephensonand Co.)
This Old-Established Company accepts

FIRE RISKS on buildings and Contents of every des-
cription, also on grain in field.

MARINE RISKS onWool fromsheep's back to London,
and on goods shipped coastwise or to anyport in
the world.

GUARANTEE RISKS Insuring the fidelity of persons
inpositions of trust.

BRANCHES AND AGENCIES THROUGHOUT THE COLONYFurther information tobehad from any of the Company's
Representatives.

HeadOffices forNewZealand
-

NO. 5 BOND STREET
JAMES EDGAR,

Manager for New Zealand.

gTEAM ARTESIAN WELL SINKER
House andSanitaryPlumber, hotandColdWater

Services. Founder andGeneralEngineer. Maker of
the Celebrated TitanSteel Windmill. Creamery and
ButterFactoryMachinery. Contractor to the CentralDairy Company. Pumps,Pipes,Rams,Gasfittings,etc.,
etc., fixed at Lowest Rates. Estimatesand Plans on
Application.

THOMAS DANES,
Providence Works,Lichfieldstreet, Christchurch,N.Z.

THE LATEST PAMPHLET TO READ."The Church and Commerce, Industry, Sciences,
and Arts,"

Illustratingin a striking and most interesting manner that theCatholicChurch has atall times been the mother of all the,'factors
of truecivilisation.

Written by the VERY REV.FATHER LE MENANT DESOHESNAIS, S.M., V.G. Price
-

6d.
We have also a numberof"

OUT OF THEMAZE/
by the sameauthor. Price " 6d.

Copies maybe hadby sendingpostalnotesor stamps to
J. MURRAY, TabletOffice.

QITY HOTEL, DUNEDIN.
Having LEASED my

*$^&&S£>>*~ -£v< ~**■ HOTEL to Messrs. J. J.
j. *«.?-^r CONNOR and J. T.

J. F. NIXON
'

WITH reference to theabov^J,we feel thatit ishardly necessary
toassure ourFriendsandthePatrons of the'City

'
that no

effort willbe spared onourpart to merit thePatronageso liberally
bestowedonouresteemedpredecessor.

J.J.CONNOR,
J.T HARRIS,

Proprietors

WO WELLERS TOBACCO
Made fromExtraChoice MATURED SUN-CURED LEAF.Givesapleasant,coolsmoke. Try itanditwillgiveyousatisfaction

NOONDAY OILBRIGHT,CLEAR, STEADY LIGHT.
Insistuponhaying NOONDAY.


