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Friends at Court.

GLEANINGS FOR NEXT WEEK'S CALENDAR.

—

(Written for the N.Z. TABLET.}

24, Sunday.—Vigil of the Nativity of Our Lord,
23, Monday.—Nativity of Qur Lord.

26, Tuesday.--St. Stephen, Martyr.

27, Wednesday.—8t. John, Apostle and Fvangeliat,
28, Thureday.—The Holy Innocents.

29, Priday.—8t. Thomas, Bishop ard Martyr,

30, Baturday.—St. Elizabeth, of Hungary,

December

MLOJOHN, APOSTLE AND EVANGELIST,

2, John, the beloved disciple of Jesus, was the son of Zebedee
and Salome, and the brother of St. James the Great. He was a
fisherman by trade. nnd was called to the Apostleship by our Lord
along with his brother James when they were mending their nets
by the shore of Lake Geneserath, They did not, however, entirely
abandon their occupation until they received a second call along
with Bt Peter and St. Andrew after the miraculous draught of
fishes, on which occasion they left all things and followed Jesus
without reserve,

Among the twelve Apostles there were three who were specially
favonred by our Blessed Lord; but of these the dearest to His
Sacred Heart was undoubtedly St. John, Hence he is spoken of in
the Holy Gospel as ‘ The disciple whom Jesus loved,’ and while he
shared the revelation of our Lord’s glory on Mount Thabor and His
agony in the garden with SS. Peter and James, be alone enjoyed the
speeial privilege of resting his head on the breast of Jesus at the
Last Supper. The holy Fathers tell us that it was the spotless
purity of St. Johu which made him so dear to JFesus, and which
caused our Blessed Lord to make choice of him on Calvary as the
most fitting guardian for His Virgin Mother. 8t. John responded
to his Master’s love by the ardour of his own affection to both the
Son and the Mother. He was the only one of the Apostles who
followed Jesus to the last, standing loyally with Mary at the foot of
the cross to the very end, in spite of the scoffs and insults of the
mob and his own bitter anguich at the sight of the cruel torments
of his beloved Master. His devotion to Jesus was not withount its
reward, for our Lord with His dying lips begueathed to St. John
that which He held the most dear and precious in this world—
namely, His beloved Mother, ‘Woman,' said He, ‘ behold thy ton ;
son, behold thy Mother.' And from that hour the disciple took her
to his own.

After our Lord’s ascension 8t, John seems to have remained
chiefly at Jerusalem until the death of the Blessed Virgin, though
no doubt he was often absent on various apostolic expeditions, He
is said to have preached the Gospel in Parthia and the neighbouring
countries. Afrer the death of our Lady his labours were principally
devoted to Asia Minor, where he exercised a general gupervision
over the numerous Christian communities, travelling from place to
place to spread the Gospel, encourage the faithful, and provide the
shurches with worthy and zealous pastors, During this time he
resided chiefly in the city of Ephesus.

In the persecution of Domitian, A 1, 5, St. J ohn, then the sole
survivor of the Apestolioc College, was apprehended by the Pro-
consul of Asia and sent to Rome. He was condemned by the cruel
Emperor to be cast into a_vessel of boiling oil, but was miragulously
preserved from injury. The memory of this miracle is preserved in
the Church by a special feast, which is kept on May G, and is
entitled ‘ 8t, Johu bhefore the Latin Gate.

Being afterwards sent into exile to Patmos, a little rocky island
in the Archipelago, §t. John was favoured with the heavenly visions
which he has described in the Apocalypse, and which relate to the
future history of the Church and the awful events that will
accompany the final jundgment. His banishment was not of long
continuance, for at the death of Domitian, A.D, 96, he was restored
to liberty and returned to Ephesus,

It was about this time that he wrote his Gospel to supply the
omissions of the other evangelists, and to refute the rising heresies
of Ebion and Cerinthus, who denied the Divinity of Jesus Christ.
He is also the author of three epistles, which are full of earnest
exhortations to the love of God both in Himself and in our fellow-
men, St John was in truth the Apostie of Divine charity, Never
was he weary of inculeating this lesson upon his disciples, and of
exhorting them to prove the sincerity of their love for God by thsir
lave for one another. It is related that. when age and infirmity had
80 enfeebled him that he was unable to make long discourses to the
people, he used still to be carried to the assembly of the faithful,
and wouid always address them in these words : ¢ My little children,
tove one another, And when at length his hearers, tired of this
conatant repetition, asked him the reason of it, he replied : * Because
it is the precept of the Lord, and if you fulfil it, it is sufficient —
words which remind us of the saying of St. Paul: ¢ He that loveth
his neighboor hath fulfilled the law.

This great Apostle, so beloved of God and lovable of men died
at Ephesus, 4,D, 100, at the age of 91,

—

Choose such recreations as are healthful, shert, transient,
recrentive, and apt to refresh you ; butat no hand dwell upon them,
or make them your great employment ; for he that spends his time
in sports, and ealle it recrention, is like him whose gparment is all
fringes, and his meat nothing but sauces; they are healthfal,
changeable, and useless, And therefore avoid such games which
require much time or long attendance ; or which are apt to steal thy
affections from more severe employments,

VICTORIA INSURANCE COMPANY,

LIMITED,
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ESTABLISHED 1849.

Local Director, J. T. WRIGHT Esq. (Messrs, Wright,
Stephenson and Co.)

This Old-Established Company accepts
FIBE RISKS on buildings and Contents of cvery des-
cription, also on grain in field. -
MARINE RISKS on Wool from sheep’s back to London,
and on goods shipped coastwise or to any port in
the world.

GUARANTEE RISKS Insaring the fidelity of persons
in positions of trust.

BRANCHER AND AGENCIES THROUGHOUT THE COLONY
Further information to be had from any of the Company's
Representatives,

Head Offices for New Zealand - NO, 5 BOND STREET

JAMES EDGAR,

Manager for New Zealand.

STEAM ARTESIAN WELL SINKER

House and Sanitary Plumber. hotand Cold Water
Services, Founder and General Engineer. Maker of
the Celebrated Titan Steel Windmill. Creamery and
Butter Factory Machinery. Contractor to the Central
Dairy Company. Puomps, Pipes, Rams, Gasfittings, eto.,
ete., fixed at Lowest Rates. Hstimates and Plans on

Application.
THOMAS DANKES,
Providence Works, Lichfield street, Christchurch, K.Z.

THE LATEST PAMPHLET TO READ.

“The Church and Commerce, Industry, Seiences,
and Arts,”
Illustrating in & striking and most interesting manner that the

Catholic Church has at all times Deen the mother of all thefactors
of true civilisation,

Wriiten by the VERY REV. FATHER LE MENANT DES
CHESNAIS, SM., V.6. Price - 6d.

We have also a number of

“ OUT OF THE MAZE,"

by the same author, Price -

64,

Copies may be had by sending postal notes or stamps to
J. MURRAY, Tagprer Office,

CITY HOTEIL DUNXNEDIN.

Having LEASED my

HOTEL to Messrs, J. J.
CONNOR and J. T,
HARRIS, I have to

THANK the PATRONS
of the ‘City’ for theit
" LIBERAL PATRONAGE;
and in bespeaking a Con-
tinuance of the same for
my successors I feel quite
satisfied that the reputa-
. tion the Hotel has enjoyed
will be fully maintained
under their Management,
J. F, NIXON

ITH reference to the abovg, we feel that it is hardly necessary
to assare our ¥Friends and the Patrone of the ¢ City ' that no
effort will be spared on our part to merit the Patronage so liberally
bestowed on our esteemed predecessor,
J.J. CONNOR,
4. T HARRIS,

Proprietors

TWO WELLERS TOBACCO

Made from Extra Choice MATURED SUN.CURED LEAF,
Gives a pleasant, cool smoke, Try it and it will give you satisfaction

THE Leading House in CHRISTCHURCH for Drapery,
Underclothing

N O 0 N D & 4 0 I L
BRIGHT, CLEAR, STEADY LIGHT,
Inaist upon having NOONDAY,
Mantles, and

BEATH AND CO



