
ST. DOMINIC'S COLLEGE, DUNEDIN.

(Specialreport.)
THB opening and blessing of the new church at Tapanni last
Sunday was thecrowning event in the history of a plucky under-
taking of whioh the few and scattered Catholics of that district
may be reasonably proud. The work was undertaken by eight
Catholio families, few of whom are blessedwithaplethora of the
world's goods, and the result of their efforts and self-sacrifice.
coupled with the altogether admirable praotical goodwill and
supportof their non-Catholicneighbours,has been the ereotionof
a singularly handsome church building which involved an expen-
ditureof £300, andwas on last Sunday solemnly openedwith only
about- £30 or £40 of its total cost unpaid. The building stands
upon a three-quarter acre section, securely fenced, on what is
claimed to be one of the best sites in the town, and presents a
bright andhandsomeappearance. The following are the descrip-
tive particulars of the new building, which is a conspicuous
ornament tothe town:

—
The church is in the Gothic style of architecture, and its

pleasingproportions show out to great advantage. The building
willaccommodate acongregation ofabout 300. Thematerial used
in theconstruction is timber,on aconorete foundation. Itis about
40ft inlength,exolusiveof the sanctuary (12ft) and a porch (Bft).
Thewidthis 22ft. The windows— sixteen altogether— are furnished
withcathedralglassofpleasing design andsubduedcolours,and the
sanctuaryis lightedby a triple lancet orielwindow. The interior
isvery artistically stainedand varnished, the colours nsedbeing in
excellent taste, and the windowfacings and doors are tastefully
grained. A massive wooden altar,of handsomeconstruction, adds
considerably to the beauty of the interior. The belfry, which
stands on fourmassivepillars, is surmounted by a Celticcrotfl, and
rises to the height of 40ft. The church on the whole is a fine
specimen of ecclesiastical architecture, the workmanship being
especially good. Mr. Thomas Carmody, of Gore, was the con-
tractor, andhecarried out his work to the entiresatisfaction of the
pastorand congregation. Thepainting was doneina very tasteful
mannerby Mr. JohnFleming,of Tapanni.

Perfect weather favoredthe opening ceremony. The church
wascrowdedtoexcess by a congregation consisting chiefly of non-
Catholics, whoselarge-hearted generosity and kindlysympathy with
the good work formed the theme of grateful comment by the
Catholicsof the district, byFatherP.O'Donnell (thepriestincharge
of themission),andby thepreachersat Mass andeveningdevotions
Theofferings on the occasionof the opening reached a sumof about
£50. Astrongchoir fromGoreconductedthemusical portionof the
servioes inaverypleasing manner. Mrs. Neave acted as organist,
andattheMass sang Gounod's

'Aye Maria
'

as anoffertory. Mr.
Johnson renderedBordese's 'O Salutaria.' The musicat Benediction
wasalso well cho3enand admirably rendered. The celebrant of the
Mass wasthe VeryRev.DeanMackay, Administratorof the Diocese.
There were also present the Very Rev Father O'Neill (Milton),
Father P. O'Donnell (Gore), and Fathers Coffey and Cleary
(Dunedin).

FATHER O'NEILL'S SERMON.

The occasional sermonat the Mass was deliveredby the Very
Rev.FatherO'Neill,and wasmarked by great power. He took as
his text the words of St. Matthew xiv.18:

'Thou art Peter, and
upon this rockIwill buildMy Church, and the gates of hell shall
not prevail against it.' The very rev. preacher pointed out the
object for which the Church was instituted

—
to convey to souls to

the endof time the graces which the Redeemer purchasedby His
death on the cross. In that mission she could not fail. Her
continuance waspredicted by the angel when he cold her that the
Holy One that would beborn to her should rule over the house of
Jacob for ever,andofHiskingdom there would be no end. A like
declarationwas madeby our Lord when He sent forth His apostles
to teachallnations,with the promise:'BeholdIam with you all
days,even to the consummation of the world'— not till the Church
should becomecorrupted,but for all time :'till the consummation
of the world.' Therefore wemaintain that decay or corruption in
doctrineis impossiblein the Church which Christ established. To
assert such, decay would either meantbat Christ was untrue to His
word,which would beblasphemy toassert;or it would mean that
Hehad not the power to keepHia promise and save His Church
from the gates of hell. The Church, then, must continue till the
end-of timepurein her teaching,inher practice,in her principles
andmotives,nomatter how individuals withinher may full away
History has vindicated thie,and for almost 1900 yearshas revealed
the fulfilmentof tnepromisesof theLord Jesus Christ. From the
days of theapostlesto our own time dissensions havearisen within
theChurch andtroubles fromher enemies outside. ButSt.Peter's
barquehas comesafe throughallthe stormsof 1900 years. During
the first 300 yearsof the Church's life no fewer than ten general
persecutions were let looseon the Christians. The full power of
themighty RomanEmpire wasdirected tosweep themoff the earth.
They were flung to wild beasts, with garments soaked in pitch
they were turned into flaming lamps at night. They were
made the sport of Roman rabble. But through persecution
the Church only spread the more, and in very truth and
deed 'the blood of martyrs became the seed of Christians.'
The preacher then wenton todescribe theuse andfate of theearly
heresies— of the Arians, the Nestorians,etc., how they spreadover
the Christian world, flourished for a time, and then died away,
leaving the Church's marvellous strength and unity unimpared.
He then dealtinsomedetailwith the causes whichled to themore
recent andgreat religious revolt of the sixteenth century,whioh
originated in Germany through the pride, ambition, and dis-
appointed hopes of an ex-friar, who found tho restraints of his

St. JosEPn's Hall wascrowded on Monday afternoon on the occa-
sion of the annual breaking-up entertainment by and the distribu-
tion of prizes to the pupils of St. Dominic's College, Dunedin.
Among tho-e present were the Revs. Fathers Murphy, O'Donnell,
Moloney,and Ryan,andMessrsFitzgerald,Bossenoe and Richardson.

Onsuch occasions theparents and friends of thepupilsattend
for thepurpose of seeing for themselves whathas been the result of
the years work, andif the finished manner in which all the items
on theprogramme wereperformed is to be taken as a criterion of
theclass of education imparted at the College, tne standard is cer-
tainly high, and can well stand the test of criticiauu. The pro-
gramme opened with two «ction songs,

'
Out on the deep'and'

Jeux de cerceaux,'by the kindergarten. Thescene on the stage
wasa pretty one,theboys being attired in sailor costume ofwhite
andpaleblue, and the girla inwhite,the latter carryinghoops with
coloured ribbons and bells. The petformera kept good time,and
the songs were nicely rendered. A. number of the senior pupils
sang in a finished manner Abt's

'
Water lilies.' The College has

alwaysbeennoted for thehigh state of proficiency attainedby the
pupils in instrumental music, and the duet from Weber on three
pianos by Misses £eelye, O'Connell,Kelman,Heenan, Dtlargy,and
Joyce was certainly a very artistic performance and more than
maintained the reputationof the institution. A featureof theper-
formance was the splendid time

—
so accurate was this that it

appearedas if thevolume ofsound came from a singleinstrument.
Miss G. Meenanpossesses a verysweetvoice,and her 'Songof sleep'
gavepromise thatshe willbecomea verygoodvocalist. The college
boarders contributed acalisthenicdisplay, twoof thempractisingon'Sandow developers.' Miss Davis's solo,'The Swallows,' was sung
with taste, and wasa very fine exampleof good vocalisation. Mips
G. O'Connell gave a recitation, in which clear enunciation and
appropriateaction weremarkedfeatures. Miss F. Courtis playeda
pianoforte solo with faultlessexecution, her touch being dear and
telling. A mazurka of Chopin was played brilliantly by MissesPaton,E. Ward, and A. Liston, the performers giving evidence offinished tuitionby theirsplendid timeand goodtouch. MissEwing
has a richcontralto voice, whichshowed to great advantage iv the
solo, 'Tho Soul's Awakening.' Itis rare to meet withone bo young
who possesses suchariohcontraltovoice. Miss Ewinghas evidently
a futurebefore her as a vocalist. A pianoforte duet, 'BohemianDances,' wasplayed with tasteand feelingbyMisses G. Meenan, E
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vows too irksome. Backed by the Eecular power, he drew awaynearly one-half of the population of Germany from the unity ofthe Catholio faith. The Bpirit of revolt spread to England andScotland,and out those twooldCathclic lands adrift from therockon whichtheChurch of Christ wasbuilt. That was30 ) yearsago.Since thenmen have tried in vain to find that theCatholicChurchhas altered inone tittle from the art-'cles offaith taughtin thedaysof the Apostles. The Church has remained uncharged andunchangeable through all the ages. She teaches in thenineteenth
century the same doctrineras she taughtin apostolic days. Fromtime to time 6he has toexplainher doctrinesin more concise terms.But, as ia the case of the dogmas of Papal infallibility and theImmaculate Conception, these doctrines were always believed inthe Church, and formedpart of the deposit of truth leftbyChrist toHis Apostles,

The preacher then pointed out how the Catholic Church waatheonly form of Christianity known in Englandand Scotland for1500 years. He dwelt long and lovingly on the tangible proofsof
the faith and zeal of the people of the pre-Reformation days,
which were still to be seen in the magnificent temples andmonasteries

—
manyinruins

—
which were dottedover England andScotland. Abuses existed

—
for human nature is frail. But theReformation waa not oausedby abuses, but by the rampant greedand lust of one man. The preacher concluded with an eloquent

peroration on the erreat work of church-building, which linkedthose present to their fathers of thepre-Reformation days,andpaida grateful and happy tribute to non-Catholicswho had aided boeffeitively in the ereotionof that handsomeedifice to thehonour of
theMost High.

FATHER COFFEY'S SERMON.
Inthe evening1 the occasional Bermon was preached byFatherCoffey(Dunedin) from the text of Genesis:"Verily this is thehouse

of God.' In thecoarseofasingularly ableand impressivediscourse,which the limits of oar space prevent us giving in any detail, therev.preacher explained the objects of church-building—
chief ofwhich ia theproviding of aplace where the great Sacrifice of theNew Law shall be offered up. He then proceeded to defineSacrifice,and to point out that it differed from every other act of

honour of which man is capable in that it maybe offered toGod
alone and in testimony of His infinite power over us andof our
totaldependence on Him. The history of Sacrifice waa traced up
under the Jewish dispensation;inhappy andconvincing terms thevarious prophecies regarding the '

clean oblation
'

of the New
Dispensation wereoneby onepassedunder review;and then their
arrand fulfilment wasshown in Cnrist'a great Sacrifice on Calvary.
The preacher then showed how Christ on that first GoodFriday
offering Himself once and in one place only,and that the greatpredicted Sacrifice of theNew Law was tobe offered in everyplace
and time;andprovedthat the fulfilment of theprophecieswas to
be found inthe Sacrifice of the Mass. It fulfils all the conditions
of a trueSacrifice

—
a visible offering, made by a legitimate minister

duly appointed,in testimony of God's supremo dominion over us.The rev.preacher then proved the identity of the Saorifise of theMass with that of Calvary ; dealt in detail with the four great
purposes for which the Mass is offered ; and concluded with a.nadmirableexpositionof the spirit with whichCatholicsshould assistat thisgreat andsupreme act of religious worship.
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