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AMONG THE BOOXKS, One piece (‘A Prayer') is from the pen of Lady Mulholland Gilbert,

N There is plenty of life and ‘go’ and merry young faces in the

A ‘G.0.M.’y’ portion of the annual, and the boya’ and girle' prize essays

THE * DOMINICAN STAR. are remurkably well written for yonthful contributors. Altogether

—in literary merit, in paper, letterpress, illustrations, and binding
—the Dominicar Star for 1900 marks a distinct advance on its
predecessor, and is a really excellent magazine.

In our first notice of the Deminican Star—the literary annual
edited at the Dominiean Priory, Dunedin—we gave a detailed
criticism of the budget of clever short stories which constitute the
chief item in its pages. It only remnins for us to offer some brief
remarks regarding the other features of this excellent magazine— }
the essays, correspondence, literary and biographical notes, et_c. The Aeademy has a very poor opinion of Mr, Bwinburne's
The essoys and sketohes count an even balf-dozen. The first in | gonnet on the South African war. Says our contemporary : * It is
order pives an interesting and lusid account of the Marconi system | pop patriotic poetry, it is not poetry of any kind ; it is hysterin. .
of telegraphy as used at sea, in war, cte, Under the heading * The I 1 a . " Sir Willl
Fine Arts’ we have a brief and chatty article on Pastel Drawing— | o & etterl to & correspondent in Wellington, tll: Wil 'ﬁm
a revival of an old method of work which promises to be very | Lreece, the well-known electrical engineer, .’;"m“iml‘ls el he‘d “;
fashionable in New Zealand. The article is headed by an excellent | Succeeded in telephoning & distance of two miles without the aid o
reproduction of a fine piece of pastel work done in the Priory | coumecting wires. -
Studio. There is aleo an interesting account (illustrated) of an Ii is reported from the White Nile that Major Frederiok Lenox
eight-year-old prodigy who is the youngest art student of the Otago | Prederpast, R.M., second in command of the Ninth Soudanese Regi-
Dominican 8tudio. Father Tyrrell, 8.J., contributes 4 very | ment, has died from the effects of a wound accidently received while
thoughtful eesey on *Sympathy, and © Bog-trotter’ gives us a | with the Sirdars expedition on October 24,

lively and pleasant description of ‘A Rum in the Rain’ past | Sir Jobn and Lad . :

s . A y Arnott are shortly leaving Severnleigh
the peat-holes and other sighta of a bit of Irish bog-land, Ellen E. | gug0) for Ireland, where they purpose in {¥ture residing, s since
W oodl_nl.l has an interesting and accurate deseription of the Procest | i Teather's death Sir John has become the head of the many
ggvg“:’;’;fy Il"JBI;.I. 53?13?5 ‘;230:1‘; ttlz)ef (t:;(])ll;cla:;nillrlrf S%‘;‘;_“ﬁg,"[gz tllale;eitg;i?g ' business concerns, inclnding the Irish Yimes, which belonged to the
corul, and other strange curios that are to be found among'the gold- | late SIF John Arn(.)tt. - . -
mines of North Otago. Under the title of ‘ A Social Misconception' ! Miss Anna Elizabeth Kiumpke, of San Franciseo, to whom Rosa
an anooymous writer—who evidently krows his or her sabject— Bonheur left hez large fortune, has decided to give one-half of the
deals trenchantly with the unfuir competition of ‘cash amatenrs’ ; smouot to Mme. Benheur's relatives, all of whom were disinherited

with professional artists in the sale of their pictures, " and who were preparing to contest the will, Al the paintings and
Of the correspondence, the letter from Loudon is written in a . other valuables left by the artist will consequently be sold,
free and easy and chatty style, and tells of the voyage thither— The retirement of Mesars., Thompson and Cadman from ithe

Colombo and its divers and traders, the Red Sea, Suez, the Buez | Minjstry will necessitate the rearrangement of portfolics. Among
Canal, Port Said, Naples (with its beantiful churchesand its nasty those mentioned as tikely to be called to the Ministry is Mr. Yames
smelis), Vesuvius, Pompeti, Mamelll,es, ete. The ' Home Correspon- | MeGowan, the member for Thames, Mr, MoGowan is a native of
dence’ is from the pen of ‘ [mogen,’ and is & well-written descrip- | Balfast, Ireland. He went to Anckland in 1866. In the old days,
tion of sea-bathing and mountain-climbing adventures in and about | when 8ir Frederick Whitaker was president, Mr. McGowan was a
LWha_mgaroa. In tha Bouth African correspondence (illnstrated) ! member of the Auckland Mechanics' Institute. He went to the
Daizy Dolly Dimple,’ despite her babyish name, proves herself an | Thawes in 1870, and was chairman of the School Committes for
adept at deacr;phu'_e writing She gives amusing character sketches | many years, He was the means of changing the Thames Mechanics'
of the human curicsities one meets on board a passenger steamer, r Inatitute into the fiest publis library in the province, He bas twice
and writes tempting descriptions of Cecil Rhodes’ residence, Cape- | flled the mayoral chair and acted as chairman of the Harbour
town, with its famous Victorian Road, ete. ‘Isidora’—of whem an | Board, Mr, Mc(iowan filled the post of junior Government whip
admirable full-page portrait is given—contributes an illostrated | during the Iast Parlinment, and hasa thorongh/knowledge of mining

letter from India, It is cleverly written and contains a singularly | gngd mining laws, 50 that as Minister of Mines he would be thoroughly
interesting account of Hindu and Mahomedan customs—child | gonversant with the reguirements of the post.

|
marriages, the unfortunate pogition of women both in Hindu |
and Mahomedan hounseholds, suttee, polygamy, the laws affect-:
ing conjngal infidelity, caste, ate. One regrets that © Isidora’— |
who evidently knows her subject thoroughly—did not see her way | The special attention of our readers is directed to the notice in
to extend her description of native life and customs over the space | our advertising columns regarding the train arrangements for the
occupied by the uninteresting biograpbies, or rather panegyrics, of | Christmas holidays. On Baturday st 10 35 p.m. an excursion train
this or that prince or premier. Six of the nine portraits iliustra- | will leave Dunedin for Christchureh, calling at various stations, and
ting *Isidora’s’ letter, would have greatly improved the appearance | arriving ot ita destination shortly before nine o'clock on Sunday
of the annual had they bren re-drawn in wash instead of being | morping. A special train will olso start from Dunedin at 11.20 p.m.,
taken direct from coarse wood-engravings. Jn ‘Chats in the  on Saturday for Invercargill, and wiil call at intermediate stations,
Library * a bijef and timely bit of literary criticism is followed by | An excursion train will be despatched from Christcharch for here
an able disquisition on the anti-Bemite movement, in the course of on Faturday night, and a special will leave Invercargill for Dunedin
which the writer pays a graceful tribute to the N Z, Tabrer. The | also. On Christmas Day a train will ba despatched from Duanedin
bicgraphical matter includes life-sketches of St. Brigid, Mother for Oamaru at 9 am., returning from there at 2.45 pm. With
Mary Ruseell, an interview with Amy Castles, and a lengthy and  regard to the other trains running on December 23, the times will
sympathetio notice of the life of the ex-Kipress of the Frenoh. | be found in the official notice. The events which take place on
Eugénie-Matie de (tuzman. The writer, by the way, does not | Boxing Day, and for which special train arrangements have heen
inform his (or her) readers that the motbher of the beautiful ! made are the races at Palmerston, sports at Waikouaiti, Maori fote
Spaniard was a Scotswoman—DNona Maria Manuela Kirkpatrick, ! at Puketeraki, the Blueskin A, and P, show at Waifati, regatta at
of Closeburn, Dumfriesshire, Countess-Dowsger de Montijos (not | Port Chalmers, Caledonian sports at Outram, sports ot Balclutha and
Mantijoss or Montijo), The original poetry in the Deminican Star ‘ Kaitangata. A special train will leave Owaka for Dunedin on the
is nearly all of a high average of excellence, We except two non- | evening of the 27th The goods sheds at Dunedin and Port Chalmera
sense-stanzas which are left ‘ in the air’—without a titte—on p. 142, ' will be closed on Christmas Day and Boxing Day.—,*, ey

WHITE'S Furnishing Warehouse. |

ANY ARTICLE OF FURNITURE, SUITAELE FOR Q0OTTAGE OR
MANSION :

If you
CARPETS,  LINOLEUMS,  FLOORCLOTHS,

Require CHINA, GLASS, EARTHENWARE,
FURNISHING DRAPERY, &o.-.

You should unquestionably visit this Establishment, which has grown during Thirty-five Years from one of the
Smallest to the Most Extensive in the Colony.

PRIGES LOWER, QUALITY BETTER, AND A LARGER SELECTION

THAN YOU CAN ORTAIX ANYWHERE ELSE,
Steam Cabinet Works : Show Rooms ¢

ST. ASAPH ST., CHRISTCHURCH. TUAM 87., CHRISTCHYRCA,
INSPECTION INVITED

‘BE ATH AND CO-, D?@ﬂ%fht?wwomom respootfully vequest your support and kind



