
Thuflday, December 21, 1899.] NEW ZEALAND TABLET.
AMONG THE BOOKS. One piece('A Prayer ')is fromthepenof LadyMulhollandGilbert.

There is plenty of life and'go
'

and merry young faces in the
'G.O.M.Vportionof the annual,andtheboys'andgirls' prizeessays
are remarkably well writtenfor youthfulcontributors. Altogether—

in literary merit, in paper, letterpress,illustrations, and binding—
the Dominican Star for 1900 marks a distinct advance on its

predecessor,and is areally excellentmagazine.

The Aoadcnby has a very poor opinion of Mr. Swiuburne's
sonnet on the SouthAfrican war. Saya oar contemporary:'lt is
notpatriotic poetry,it isnot poetryof anykind;itis hysteria.' i

Tn a letter to a correspondent in Wellington, Sir William
Preece, the well-known electrical engineer,mentions that he has
succeeded in telephoning a distanceof twomiles withoutthe aidof
connecting1 wires. -^—ygpg

It is reported fromthe WhiteKile thatMajor FraderiokLenox
Predergast,R.M., second incommandof theNinth Soudanese Regi-
ment,has diedfrom theeffectsof a woundaccidently receivedwhile
with the Sirdar's expeditiononOctober24.

Sir John and Lady Arnott are shortly leaving Severnlejgh
Bristol, for Ireland,where they purpose in future residing-,as since
his father's death Sir John has become the head of the many
business concerns,including the Irish Time*,whichbelonged to the
late Sir John Arnott.

Miss AnnaElizabethKlumpke,ofSanFrancisco, towhomRosa
Bonheur left her large fortune,has decided togive one-half of the
amount to Mme. Bonheur's relatives,all of whom weredisinherited
and who werepreparing tocontest the will. All the paintingsand
other valuables leftby theartist will consequently be sold,

The retirement of Messrs. Thompson and Cadman from jthe
Ministry willnecessitate the rearrangement of portfolios. Among
thosementionedas likely tobe calledto theMinistry is Mr. James
McGowan, the member for Thames. Mr.MoGowan is a nativeof
Belfast, Ireland. He went to Auckland in 1866. Inthe old days,
when Sir Frederick Whitaker was president,Mr.McGowan was a
member of the Auckland Mechanics' Institute. He went to the
Thames in 1870, and was chairmanof the School Committeefor
many years. He was themeansof changing theThames Mechanics'
Institute into the first public library in theprovince. He has twice
filled the mayoral chair and acted as chairmanof the Harbour
Board. Mr.McGowan filled the postof junior Government whip
during the lastParliament, andhasa thoroujjhjknowledgeof mining
andmininglaws,sothatasMinister of Mines hewouldbe thoroughly
conversant with the requirementsofthe post.

THE
"
DOMINICAN 9TAB.'

In our first notice of the Dominican Star
—

the literary annual
edited at the Dominican Priory, Dunedin

—
we gave a detailed

criticism of the budget of e'ever short storie3 whichconstitute the
chief item in its pages. Itonly remains for us tooffer some brief
remarks regarding the other features of this excellentmagazine

—
the essays, correspondence, literary and biographical notes, etc.
The essays and sketches count an even half-dozen. The first in
ordergives an interestingandlucid account of the Marconi system
of telegraphy asused at sea, in war,etc. Under the heading'The
Fine Arts

'wehavea brief and chatty article onPastelDrawing
—

a revival of an old method of work which promises to be very
fashionable inNewZealand. The article is headedby anexcellent
reproduction of a fine piece of pastel work done in the Priory
Studio. There is also an interesting account (illustrated) of an
eight-year-old prodigy who is the youngest art student of theOtago
Dominican Studio. Father Tyrrell, S.J., contributes a very
thoughtful essay on 'Sympathy,' and

'Bcg-trotter
'

gives us a
lively and pleasant description of 'A Run in the Rain' past
thepeat-holesand othersights of abit of Irishbog-land. Ellen E.
Woodhillhas an interesting andaccurate descriptionof the process
of sluicing for gold,and in the concluding portionof her article
gives a very readable account of the shells, sharks' teeth,petrified
coral, and other strangecurios that are tobe found among thegold-
minesof NorthOtago. Under the titleof 'A Social Misconception'
an anonymous writer

—
who evidently knows his or her subject

—
deals trenchantly with the unfair competition of 'cash amateurs'
withprofessional artists ii» the sale of their pictures.

Of the correspondence,the letter from London is writtenin a
free and easy and chatty style, and tells of the voyage thither

—
Colombo and its divers and traders, the Red Sea, Suez, the Suez
Canal, Port Said,Naples (withits beautiful churchesand its nasty
smells), Vesuvius,Pompeii,Marseilles, etc. The

'
Home Correspon-

dence' is from the penof
'
Imogen,' and is a well-written descrip-

tion of sea-bathingand mountain-climbing adventuresinandabout
Whangaroa. In the South African correspondence (illustrated)'Daisy Dolly Dimple,' despiteher babyish name, proves herself an
adeptat descriptive writing Shegives amusing character sketches
of thehuman curiosities one meets on boarda passenger steamer,
and writes tempting descriptions of Cecil Rhodes' residence, Cape-
town,with its famous Victorian Road, etc.

"Isidora'
—

of v.heman
admirable full-page portrait is given—

contributes an illustrated
letter from India. It is cleverly written and contains a singularly
interesting account of Hindu and Mahomedan customs

—
child

marriages, the unfortunate position of women both in Hindu
and Mahometan households, suttee, polygamy, the laws aifect-
ing conjugal infidelity, caste, etc. One regrets that 'Isidora'

—
whoevidently knows her subject thoroughly— did not seeher way
toextendher descriptionof nativelife and customs over the space
occupiedby theuninteresting biographies, or rather panegyrics, of
this or that prince or premier. Six of the nine portraits illustra-
ting

'
Isidora's

'letter,would havegreatly improvedthe appearance
of the annual had they bten re-drawn in wash instead of being
taken direct from coarse wood-engravings. In

'
Chats in the

Library
'
abiief and timely bit of literarycriticism is followed by

anable disquisition on the anti-Semite movement,in the courseof
which the writer pays a gracefultribute to the NZ.Tablet. The
biographical matter includes life-sketches of St. Brigid, Mother
MaryRussell,an interview with Amy Castles,and a lengthy and
sympathetic notice of the life of the ex-Empress of the French.
Eugcnie-Maiie de Guzman. The writer, by the way, does not
inform his (or her) readers that the mother of the beautiful
Spaniard was a Scotswoman— Dona Maria Manuela Kirkpatrick,
of Closeburn, Dumfriesshire, Countess-Dowager de Montijos (not
Montijoss or Montijo). The original poetry in theDominican Star
is nearly all of ahigh, average of excellence. We except two non-
sense-stanzas whichare left'in the air'

—
without a title— onp. 142.

The specialattention of our readers is directedto the notice in
ouradvertising' columns regarding the train arrangementsfor the
Christmas holidays. OnSaturday at10 35 p.m. an excursion train
willleave DunedinforChristcharch,calling at variousstations, and
arriving at its destination shortly before nine o'clock on Sunday
morning. A special train will also startfromDunedinat11.20p.m.
onSaturday for Invercargill,and will call at intermediate stations.
Anexcursion train will be despatched from Christchurch for here
onSaturdaynight,and a specialwill leaveInvercargill forDunedin
also. On Christmas Day a train will be despatched fromDunedin
for Oarnaru at 1) a.m., returning from there at 2.45 p.m. With
regard to the other trains runningon December 25, the times will
bo found in the official notice. The events which take place on
Boxing Day,and for which special train arrangements have been
made are the races at Palmerston, sports at Waikouaiti,Maori fete
at Puketeraki,theBlueßkin A. and P.show at Waitati, regatta at
Port Chalmers,Caledoniansportsat Outram,sportsatBalcluthaand
Kaitangata. A special train will leave Owaka for Dunedin on the
eveningof the27th The goodssheds atDunedin andPort Chalmers
will be closed onChristmas Day and BoxingDay,

—
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WHITE'S Furnishing Warehouse.
ANY ARTICLE OF FURNITURE, SUITABLE FOR COTTAGE OR

T r MANSION:It you
CARPETS, LINOLEUMS, FLOORCLOTHS,

Require china, slass, earthenware,
FURNISHING DRAPERY, &c.^

You should unquestionably visit this Establishment, which has grown during Thirty-five Years from one of the
Smallest to the Most Extensive in the Colony.

PRICES LOWER, QUALITY BETTER, AND A LARGEIfsELECTION
THAN YOU CAN OBTAIN ANYWHERE ELSE.

Steam Cabinet Works : Show Rooms:
ST. ASAPH ST., CHRISTCHURCH. TUAM ST., CHRISTCH'JRUH,

INSPECTION INVITED

88-A-TH .A.XTD CO DRAPERS, OHRIBTOHT7ROB, reapeotfully request joxa support andkind


