
The Rev. FatherM. P.Malone, of the Sacred Heart Church,
and for over seven years! ohaplain to St. Vincent's Hospital andConvent, Sydney,has, owing to illhealth, been granted 12 months'
leave of absence. He intends to visit Ireland.

On the evening of November 28 St.Mary's schoolroom,NorthMelbourne, wascrowded by theparishionersand friends of theRev.Denis Murphy, who assembled to witness the presentation of an
addressand a purse of sovereigns to the rev.gentleman previous tohis departurefor Ireland.

The death is reportedof the Rev Father O'Callaghan of the
archdioceseof Hobart, which took place on the 4th inst. The
deceased was born in 1832 at Ballyclough, County Cork, and
pursuedhis studies atvAll Hallows College, being ordained in St.
Joseph'sCathedral,Hobart,in1854. After over40 yearsofmissionarylaboursFather O'Callaghan wentona holiday trip to Melbournea
few weeks ago and while there contracted influenza, the attack
proving fatal. The venerable Archbishop Murphy expressei adesire that the remains should be taken to Tasmaniafor interment,but his Grace waived his desire iv deference to the wishof thebrother of the deceased. The obsequies were celebrated in St.Francis'sChurch,Melbourne,his Gracethe ArchbishopofMelbournepresiding.

The position in South Africa during the past week has becomegrave,but there ia nothing to be alarmed about. The Boers are
occupying certain strategic points which they will not vacateuntil
driven out of them. As there is no likelihoodof an advance ontheirpart,matters will remain as they are until the British com-
manders find they havesufficient forces at hand todrivethe enemy
back.

Itis estimated that General Cronje's force has now reached
20,000.

The British column for the relief of Kimberley met with a
serious reverse in the earlypart of last week. Early on Monday
morning Lord Methuen's forces, with six howitzers,enfiladed the
enemy's trenches at Magersfontein,near Spytfontein,on the western
frontier. General Cronje commanded the enemy. The High-
land Brigade attacked at daybreak the south end of the kopje
occupied by the enemy. The British troops hell their ground
untildusk, theposition extending six miles. The fight continued
allnextday,and onTuesday evening theBritish forcehad toretire
to the Modder River, the enemy occupying their entrenchments.The London newspapers described Lord Methueu's repulse as the
most serious of the war. The Highlanders suffered veryseverely.
Two hundred of them weremowed downinattempting to drive the
enemy from their entrenchments. The Black Watch onreforming
af.er the terrible onslaught mustered only 160 men. The totalof
the British loss throughout the engagement was 833 killed andwounded,including 703 officers and men belonging the Highland
Brigade,andof this latternumber 69 wereofficers. The Boerlosseswereestimatedinkilled and woundedat 2000 men. Major-General
Wauchope wasshot close to the Boer trenches.

GeneralBuller met with a serious reverseat Chievely, between
Estcourt and Colenso, on Friday last. He moved with his full
strength to Chievely early onFriday morning, intending to forcethe passage of the river. Finding that it was impossible tocarry
out his intentionhe was compelled to withdraw,but notuntil some
of the brigades suffered dreadfully. Ten guns were abandoned,
andout of 12,000 troopsengaged it is reported that 82 werekilled,
337 are missing, and 667 were wounded, including Lieutenant-colonel Long and the Hon.F.Roberts, son of Lord Roberts, who
were both dangerously injured, and 37 other officers. Out of 37
officers wounded at Chievely 26 of themare seriously hurt. Lord
Roberts' sonhas since succumbed tohis wounds.

According to the Times, Sir Charles Warren replaces LordMetbuen in charge of the Kimberley relief column, while Major-
General Tucker succeeds General Gatacre in command of the
column near Stormberg.

To show that the Home authoritiesrealisethegravity of thesituation,LordRoberts has been appointed Commander-in-Chiefin
South Africa, with Lord KitchenerasChief of Staff. They have
alsosummoned theremainderof the reserves. Thedespatch of the
7thdivision is forthwith ordered. Cavalry andartillery reinforce-
ments will be prepared forthwith, including a howitzerbrigade.
They further authoriseGeneralBuller toraise localmounted corp >,
andwill allow 12militiabattalions to volunteer for serviceoutsidethekingdom, andembody an equivalentmilitiaforhomeservice. A
strong force of yeomanry volunteers for service will be enrolled.
They have decided to accept the offers of the colonies of farther
troops,especially of mountedcontingents.

Theofficial report of the tonalBritish casualties todate gives
the following figures:—Killed, 728; wounded, 2784; prisoner*,

\

NEW ZEALAND TABLET. [Thursday,December 21, 1899.

SisterMaryCeciliaLeediedat theConventof Mercy,Kyneton,
recently. The deceasedSister, who waaabout 43 yearsof age at the
time of her death, was a native of the Weat of Ireland. Aftercoming to Victoria she entered the GeelongConvent,whereshemade
her profession 19 yearsago,and hadbeenat the Kyneton Conventfor thepast five or six years.

On Sunday,December 5,hisGrace theArchbishopofMelbourneblessedandre-openedSt.Ambrose'sChurch,Brunswick. Thesermon
wasdeliveredby the VeryRev. FatherO'Farrell. The church, withits handsome additions, which have been carried out at a cost of£6000, forms a conspicuous landmark of this important suburb.The building is unquestionably the finest church in the district,andcompares favourably with theparishchurches of the archdioceseof
Melbourne.

On Wednesday,November 29, at theGoodSamaritanConvent,
Pitt street-., Sylney,Mother Mary Genevieve(Miss Helena Ennis),
who has held the office of Mother-assistant for thepast 22 years,passedawayat the age of 78 years, and 37 of her religious life,
The deceased nun was a daughter of Mr.Ennis,of Meath, Ireland,
and a niece of Mr. Ryan Brennan, of 'Garryowen,' LimerickIreland. She was born in CountyMeath in 1821,and entered theConvent of theGood Samaritan on October1, 1862. Mother Mary
Genevieve was beloved by all who had the happiness of knowing
her.

Mr.John Dunn, whois said to be the oldest Australiannativein the colonies,diedin theCastlemaineBenevolentAsylumrecently.Deceased, who was born in Sydney in 1799, was present at the
A.N.A.banquet when the annual conference was held in 1897
whenhe was accorded a great ovation. The old man thought somuch of the honour paid him on that occasion that in hisbelongings was found a menu card of the banquet wrappedup inseveral sheets of paper, and enclosed in a leather pouch he had
specially made for the purpose, and yet the A.N.A. (says theCatholic Press) allowed him to die in the poor-house. Anotherinstance of our reverenoefor oldage.

THE WAR IN SOUTH AFRICA.

Speaking at Woolston,Mr.Laurenson,the successful candidateforLyttelton, said that whileinterested iv a certainboys'club at
Lyttelton he hadasked the boys to choose by ballot which of a
number of prominent men they would like to be. The result of
thepolling showed that J.L. Sullivan,pugilist, received about five
times as many votes as any of the others, although such men asGladstone wereincluded.

A meetingof upwardsof 200 shareholdersof theJ.G. Ward
Farmers' Association wa*held at Invercargill on Saturday, when
Mr. Ward made proposals for the,repayment tooldshareholders of
the amount they had beeu called upon to pay on their shares inconsequence of liquidation. He stated that on the date the
liquidator took charge— namely, June 23, 1896— the total net
indebtedness of the association to their bankers under all heads,
includingdebentures, amounted to £78,563, and the total receipts
up to June 30 last,as filed by the liquidator with the registrar,
were £71,657 ; so it was clnarly demonstratedupon these results
that the statement originallymade by him, and which he alwaysmaintained,that the business never should have been liquidated,
wasmore than borne out, and they had still further collections tomake. He read letters from English firms confirmingpayments
made by him to them. At the conclusion of themeeting the share-
holders unanimously resolved to support Mr. Ward iv re-forming
the Ward Farmers' Company, and the following resolution wascarriedunanimously :—

'
That Mr. Ward be accorded cordial thanksfor thelucid andable explanationof theaffairs of the association,'

themoverremarking that they were all deeply-indebtedto him forthe information given and for the offer. It was unanimously
resolved

— '
That it is with pleasurewe learn that the business of

the Ward Farmers' Association is to be revived,and that wewill do
all wecan to promote their interests.'

A writer in the HaioWs Bay Heraldaccounts as follows for
the defeat ofMr M'Leanand the election ofMr.Fraser for the10-alelectorate:'The real cause [of the defeat of the Opposition candi-date,Mr.M-Lean], frequently mentioned in conversation,though I
have not yet seenitin print, was the strange conduct of theChair-manof theEducation Boarda few monthsagoin reference to the
Catholic school question. It will be remembered that Dr. Sideythenobjected to haveMr.Hillexamine the Catholic schools of thisdistrict; that he objected to the Education Board giving the
Catholic childrentheir 'class passes,'to which, in Mr. Hill's good
jadgment andscholarly abilities,they hada strict right,and

'
to add

insulttoinjury,' as wesay,Dr.Sidey drawing on his fossilised and
ill-advisedideas of 100 yearsago thought fit to call the Catholicreligion 'ahybrid religion.' Suchconduct in this enlightened agewith current facts before our eyes,was a gross insult to every
Catholic in this province,and one considering how Catholics have
been treated since thepassing of the present Education Act, which
requiredretributivepunishment, theCatholics of the district, awarethat the viewsofMr.R.D.D. M'Leania religious matters,amongst
whichIclass theeducationquestion, wereusually thoseof Dr.Sideyand Mr.P. S. M'Lean, tookthe first opportunity. Who can blame
them? It is a question of self-defence, and one of paramountimportance for them. Perhaps the fact was overlooked that theCatholic votein this constituency is over 1000 strong,not an easymatter for rather a weak candidate to ignore This question mightbe developedalittle further, but the above maybe readbetween thelines,andsuffices to account for the result of the late election.'

INTERCOLONIAL.

An anonymous Protestant gentlemanof Sydney some timeago
presentedthe Cardinal with apainting of great value by a famousDutchartist.

During the absence of the Rev. Father Walsh, the Rev.Father Pitzpatrick will act a9administratorof St. Francis' parish
Haymarket.

At a distinguished gathering of the citizens of WestMelbournean addressand purse of sovereigns was presented to the Rev.DenisMurphy previoustohis departure for Ireland.
Mr.HerbertWardellha9been appointed by CardinalBloran toBucceed hia father, the JateMr. W. W Wardell, as architect of St.

Mary'B,
—

agraceful tribute tohia father'smemory,as well as to Mr.
Wardell'scapacity.
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