
The spellingof this interestingdocument reminds one of
Artemus Ward's criticismof Chaucer:'Some kind person has
s tme Chawcer'spoems. Mr. C. had talent,but hecouldn't

spel. No man hasa right to be alitraryman onless heknows
how tospel. It is a pity that Chawcer, whohadgeneyus, wassounedicated. He's the wuss spellerIknow of.' The writerof thatmissive had 'geneyus,' even though he'couldn't spel.'And neither Chaucer nor Ward could give clearer or more
diplomaticexpression to their sense of theutility of parliamen-
tary representatives.

In his Pudd'nheadWilson's Calendar Mark
Twain inserted the following bit of wisdom:'The difference between a cat and a lie is
this, that a cat has only nine lives.' The
statement is true in an altogether especial
manner of thosescreaminghair-raiserswhich

are produced in periods of sectarian fury for the purpose of
blackeningthe character of a rival creed. The Reformation
produced a plentiful supply of gruesome, monstrous, and
impossible charges of idolatry,phenomenal immorality,and
diabolical chuckle-headedness against the Catholic body.
Many of these survive to our day. At this hour they are thestock-in-tradeof cheap andnasty controversialistsandof those
strange couples with damaged reputations and police-court
records who wander over thesurface of our planet earninga
dishonest and dishonourable livelihood by pandering to a
certain taste for the prurient andthe obscene. Catholicscan
and ought to sympathise with people of any creed who are
made thebuttof foul and monstrous calumnies. In the days
whenthe Church was in the Catacombs,pagans accused the
earlyChristians of blood-guiltiness in connection with their

INTERESTING DISCOURSE BY FATHER FAUVEL.

(Promour Temukacorrespondent.)
A very practical instruction on the dntiesof publicans was given
at Temuka on last Sunday by the Rev.Father Fauvel,S.M. TheRev.Father took as his text the words of Isaias v. 22:

'
Woo to you

thatare mighty todrink and understand to make others drunk.'The preacher opened his discourse witha reference to the recent
Prohibition agitation, which, aftermighty threatening,had lefc theinterests of the hotelkeepersin the electorateintact. He wishedthem happiness here and hereafter, and therefore deemed it his
sacred duty togive them a salutary advice,and wished toGod that
his voice waspowerful enough to carryhi3worda throughout thelength and breadthof theColony. M

There is no effect, said the rev. preacher (whose words ■summarise), withoutan adequatecause. What is the causeof theagitation that has banded bo many thousands of people together
heart and soul in an efforb to shut up public-houses for ever?
There are,perhaps, several contributing causes,political, sooial,orother. But we have not to go far to find the chief one

—
the

frightful vice of drunkenness, which degrades a man's humanity,
and ruins him in body and soul. And yet,to the disgrace of ourcommon Christianity, it is encouraged and favoured by a certainclassof publioans. Itis no wonder that people have got tiredofthis. Itis no wonder,too, that many,confounding the traffic withagross andsinful abuse of the traffic,haveleftnostone unturnedto utterly put a stop to it. The number of hotelkeepers in myparish is small, indeed, but that is no reason whyIshould notexplain to them their duties and obligations— what they are todo and what to avoid— in connection with a trade that offers bo
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wavedthecross thepeople would gather to the standard andfight for Scotland.' There the emblemof the flaming cross
aroused the patriotism of the people and nerved them to strike
avigorousblowfor their native land. The sign of the cross
has in the same waynerved the Catholic soldier to deeds ofdaringona thousand hard-fought fields. Take, for instance,
Meagher'sgallantIrishBrigadeat St. Mary's Heights on thedeadly day of Fredericksburg. They knelt, received their
chaplain's blessing, made the sign of the cross, and then
chargedup the lead-lashed hill straight to certain doom. Six
times in succession they faced thathell-storm. It was not war.
It was sheer massacre. But no man flinched. That morning
1200 rations were servedout to the gallant Brigade. In the
eveningjust a littleover200 sufficed for the bleedingremnant
of that band of heroes. In General Longstreet's words, 'it
was thehandsomest thingof the whole war.' In denouncing
a displayof anti-Catholic bigotryat an election contest last
yearacorrespondentof the Brooklyn Eagle said:c It did not
weaken the blows thatPhil Sheridan inflictedon the enemy at
Five Forks because in the morninghe was observed to make
the sign of the cross with his good right hand before he
mountedhis charger

—
just whatRosecrans told his men to do

at Corinth. "Make the signof the cross and go at them,
boys!

"
saidold Rosey. They did,and were invincible.' In

allhuman probabilitymany a gallant Dubliner did thesame
at Elandslaagte. They werenone the worseof that. For did
not agallant Americanofficer say of his Irish Catholic soldiers
in the great Civil War that he ' found the most pious of them
the verybravest,' and that they were the men he wouldpick if
he

'
wanted to storm the gates of hell

'
? The soldier who

begins bymaking the gates of heaven 'suffer violence' need
not have much fearof the gates ofhell.

worship. It is a discredit, not to Christianity,but to many
whobear theChristian name, that for several centuries past a
blood accusation or charge of ritual murder has been laidagainst the J#wish people. The charge never for a momAt
stood the test of investigation. It died and was buried indishonour. But in periods of social and political ferment it
was exhumed and hawked about to poison the wholesome
atmosphere with its foetidsmell. And thus it happens that a
mysterious murder at Polna, in Bohemia, was made theoccasion of resurrecting the old calumny. There was an anti-
Semite fury abroad. The leaders of the foolish crusadewould not let so fair an opportunitypass. And hence the
killingof ayouth inPolna was turned into a charge of ritualmurderagainst the authoritiesof the Jewish Church.

Some time ago we dealteditorially with thesqualid storyof this strange and long-lived calumnyagainst a people who,
whatever their shortcomings, do not lieopen to thecharge ofhaving persecuted Christian people nor imbrued their hands
in their blood. Bya strange error, there are some whofancythat the Catholic Church has givena sort of sanction to the'
bloodaccusation'byauthorising the cult of Simon of Trient,

who is allegedto have been rituallymurderedby Jews. The
story was carefully investigated by Pope Sixtus IV. As aresult, this Pontiff emphaticallyforbade thecult of the boy, in
a rescript to the Bishop of Ventimiglia. Many other Popes
have likewise marked their strong disapprobation of this
calumny against our Jewish forefathers in the true faith.
Papal rescripts against it wereissued by Pope Gregory IX.,
who declaredthat in doing so he was followingthe exampleof
his predecessors in the Holy See. Other Papal documents
condemningthe chargeof ritualmurder werepublished to the
world by one each of those Popes who bore the names of
Eugenius, Alexander, Clement, Celestine, and Innocent.
Another Pope, besides denouncing the stoi a calumny,
orderedall who were in prison on such a charge to beat once
set free.

The calumnyarising out of the Polna tragedyhas been
publicly denounced by Father Andreas Csori inBuda-Pesth;
by the JnristischenBlatter,an Austrian law-journal whichis
contributedto by many leading barristersof the Empire;by
the Congress of Orientalists at Rome, in their session of
October 10;and by many others. All through Austriagreatmeetings of Jews have been held to protest against thestory
of the ritual murder. The most notable and impressive
utterance on the subject was, undoubtedly,that of Chief Rabbi
Dr.Giidemannatamassmeetingofhisco-religionistsinVienna.
The Jewish Chronicleof October 13 thus reportsa portionof
hisgreat speech on the occasion:'A thrill passed through theaudience when, with uplifted hand, theChief Rabbi impres-
sively exclaimed: " ShallIswear that thereis not the slightest
grainof truth in the blood accusation? Well, then !Ican
affirmby the mobt sacredof oaths, befoce God and all theworld, that in our religious writings Icannot find the least
justificationfor the charge that the Jews, or any Jewish sect,
or any individual Jews haveever used or still use Christianblood,human blood, for ritualpurposes,and that Ihavenever
heardof any Jew, either in the past or in the present, who,by
any act of his, gave just ground for this accusation.'"

RULES FOR THE LIQUOR TRAFFIC.

Carlyle wrote in his Journal in 1831 that
it is a

'
vain hope to make people happyby

politics.' The saying is, we fancy, even
truer of thepoliticians themselves than of the
peoplewho send themtodo their talking in

Parliament. Disillusion, such as is said to sometimes follow
the pealof weddingbells, will probablycome in due course to
manyof the fresh New Zealand legislators who werereturned
triumphantly on the 6th, when they find that part of their
function as parliamentarianswillbe toact, not merelyas law-makers, butalso as factotums and agents-generalin miniature
to all and sundry in their constituencies. A fair averagesample of the

'
odd jobs ' expected of the parliamentary

"generallyuseful' is furnished by the following letter recently
receivedby a New South Wales legislator. We quote from a
Sydneycontemporary :—:

—
AsIcan't come to town in time for registration, haven to cv*

eorgum for milkencows, and boys beingaway shearen. i wouldlike
you to see the con6tible and repisser my dog. he is 8 moots old
15th of next mont. his name isBismark,and i don't saetlyknow
what bread you would call him,but he is by Brown's old coolie,
thatyouremember,him that bit the baliff,and a fox-terrier that
onct belonged to old Mrs. Tomson,up the river, there is a bridge
out hear that wants doen up about 8pound, andit will help you
hear if you get it looked to for us, assome thing Nash could do,more for us than you. You will get a petishion aboutitsignedby
me and other leaden residence. Dooley's draft mare,the onewith
the two foals, got her leg downit referendumday, and there was
nearly a smash up.
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