
It is with deep regret we have to announce the death of MrsRodgers, wife of Mr. W. Rodgers, senr.,of theRailwayDepartment,Christchurch, which occurred on the 9th inst. The deceased ladywasborn inBelfast,Ireland,in 1826, and was the daughter of thelate Captain Feeney, of Carrickfergus. Mrs. Rodgers arrived inZealand in1875. She resided for a timeinTimaru, whereshewaa wellknownand respected,but later onsettleddowninChrist-church. The funeral tookplaceon the 12th insb.inthe Catholicportion of the Linwood Cemetery, the Rev. Father Crotty, whoattended the deceased during her illness, officiating at the graveThe remains, which were followed by alarge number of friends,were borne to the grave by four sons of the deceased— Mr WRodgers (Inveroargill),Mr. J.Rodgers (stationmasterat Oxford)!
Mr. h.Rodgers (Timaru), andMr. C.Rodgers (Invercargill). Thedeceased leaves also two daughters (Mrs. Jones,of Sydenha'm, andMrs Maher,of Oxford). The family received geveral letters ofcondolence,including one from the localbranch of the HibernianSociety,of whichsocietyMr. \V. Rodgers, iunr.,and Mr C Rottoeraare past presidents.—^.Z.iP. ' *

Mr. Walter Kirby,the well-knownNew Zealand tenor, sangatHighMass atSt.Joseph'sCathedral onSunday.
*

A successful sale of work in connection with theSt. Vincentde Paul Society took place in St. Joseph's Hall on Wednesday
The extern pupilsof St.Dominic's College held their annualoutingatOutram on Tuesday. The party wereconveyed to theirdestinationindrags,anda verypleasantday wasspent,
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A entertainment was given at Mosgiel last night(Wednesday)by leading talentfromDunedin inaidof the fundaofthe localConventof theSiatersofMercy. Severalof the city andvisiting clergy were present, and the affair waa a pronouncedsuccess. A report willappear inomnext issue.
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A «onveraasaone was held in Hanan'a Hall, Invercargill, onWednesday eveningof last weekinaid of the funds of theMariat
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a-8teBl6hopDoyle'of tbe Grafton Diocese,celebratedhis fiftieth birthday on December 5. The 25th anniversary of hislandingmAustraliawill takeplace on the 31st of next month, heHavinglandedinMelbourne onJanuary31, 1875. On thevoyagehewasshipwreckedon the Spanishcoast, andhad toreturn toLondon.On his arrival he was appointed to take chargeof the ArmidaleCathedral,wherehe remained untilJuno 24, 1878. On thatdateheleft forhis newmission,arriving inCasino onJune 29, theFeastofbt.Peter andSt.Paul. Seeing atonce the central position of Lis-morehemade it his headquarters,and oneof his firstacta waa toagitate for the establishmentof a munioipalitythere." Itwaa withdifficulty that500 souls wereobtainedinanareaof six square miles.Now thepopulationis over5000. Itia the intentionof his Lord-shipa friends tocelebrateina fittingmanner the 25th anniversaryofhis landing on thelastday of nextmonth.

NEW ZEALAND TABLET. [Thursday, December «, 1899.
Brothers School There wasa large attendance, thebuilding beingcrowded Vocal and instrumentalselections were given,games of
s^eT8 Weie eDffaged in'°nd * moßt cn3°yable evenSg waa

<>n Thursdayafternoon of last week the annual breaking-uptotT'T"*^ of prizes at St. Joseph's primarywkS11Xie
1Sm'trk Place," ?he prize3were distributedby thJRev. FatherMurphy,several otherof the clergybeing aleo presentAn excellent programme,consisting of choruses and rwiSns

. A soaS recital, in which some of our leading vocalists willassist, will be given byMr. Walter Kirby in the ChoSl Hall"Fridayevening Thrill be Mr. Kirby's first publicILearancelhn£ U? Q'a^VilVef? likely b8hiß laßt for » tiine°L heSabout to proceed Home immediately for the purpose of placinghimselfunder the tuition of Mr. SanUey. Mr?Kirby toured XSAustraliancolonies some time ago in companywith MdlleTrebelli.He gave a soceeasful concert in Chrhtehurch recently when^ hereceived veryflatteringnotices from the localPreS! Amon-ThoseS&ST3KT1tO
M

a3BiSf Mr- Kiry* ooncerfc «c mSS^sRole
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ey> Mr^HolDYeVc8> and Messrs.Schacht andJago.The Very Re,v. J. Ryan,SJ. (Rector of St. Francia Xavier'flCollege,Kew,Melbourne), the Rev. T. Colgan, S.J.,and the RevFather Geary arrived in Dunedin by the Waikare oal yesterday(Wednesday) morning Father Ryan remains in Dunedin tbconduct a retreat at the Dominican Priory. Father Colgan pro-ceeds toTimaru toopenaretreat for thecommunity of the SacredHeart at limaru. As may be seen by reference to our advertisingcolumns,he opensa retreat for ladieson January 8. FatherGearvisoneof the two young priests whom BishopVerdon secured forwork in the diocese of Dunedin. His rev.confrere,Father Hearnrenaamed'atInvercargill. *xe»rn,

The GarrisonHall was fairly well filled on Monday nieht,
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weresold than were representedby the attendance,itis anticipatedthe efforts of those who organised the entertainmentwill be fairlysuccessful. The programme submitted was a good one, and in-cludeditems frommost of our leading vocalists,whoareever readyto assist in any deserving cause. After an orchestral item thepupilsof the Chnstian Brothers' School gaveagymnastic exhibi-tion,under the directionof Mr. Smith, with their usual precisionand success. Mr.E.Edgar, who sang with such success in Inver-cargill a short time ago, contributed two songs in his usual finishedmanner. Miss F. Brewer was honoured with an encore for hersingingof ' the heart is young.' A similar compliment waapaid Mrs.R.Hudson,]un,for her vocal item. Miss Rose Blaneygave an artistic rendering ofClose to the threshold

'
with violinobligate by Mr. Coombs, and was equally successful inaduet withMr.Jago. Mrs. J.H. Coombs and Miss Morrisoncontributedvocalitems, which were warmly applauded. A verypleasing duet wasgiven by Mrs Hudson and Miss Brewer. Mr.J.Jago gave twosongs during the evening, both of which wereredemanded. Apianoforte duet wasplayed with taste by Misses S andN Hall,anda violinsoloby Miss MayDonaldson, who was encored. Mr Hanlonscored a decidedsuccess in hisrecitation"

Wilfred Denver'sdream,'which was enthusiastically encored. The accompaniments wereplayed by Miss Moloney andMessrs. F. H. Stokes andJ". C. Kaston

OBITUARY.

tram. It stops at no station in its onward rush,yet itsannualpassage through the Christmasperiod gives to youthandoldagealike abrief glimpse,asitwere,of an oasisof'greentrees and sparkling watersafter longmonths of moreor lessand toiland grind. The innocent joys associated with thisgentlest feast of all the year have entered so intimately intoour social life at the close of this century, that we canscarcely realise that even in < Merrie England' at one periodanyobservance whatsoever of Chnstmas was placed under alegal ban. Both inEngland and Scotland the old relio-iousobservance of the festival was swept away by the Reforma-tion. The old-time social and domestis usages, howeverlong survived. Under the Puritan regime Chr.'stmas wasobserved as a day of solemn fast. Parliament met totransact business on Christmas Day ; stringent orderswere given that shops should be opened and markets beheld; Christmas decorations were forbidden ; the cbimingof bells was made a legal offence ; preaching or holdingreligious services on that day was punishable with imprison-mentand fine; inScotland feasting and resting from workwere penalised ; and, generally speaking, no effort wasspared toblot out the memory of this ancient anniversaryfrom the minds of the people.

The days of the anti-Christmas crusade died with theRestoration. The spiritual significance of the festival washowever,gone ;but many of the old social and domesticcustoms of Catholic days have survived or been revived inlands and homes where the true purpose andspirit of thefestival have been forgotten for over three hundred years.Charles Dickens stands forth as the new apostle of kindlyChristmas greetings and good-will. He wasinstrumental inbringing back to the life of English-speakingpeoples of ourday moreof the genial warmth of the old Catholic 'merrieChrystemasse' than they had known since the daysof theReformation. The revival of the old Christmas idea showsitself ina thousand various ways. Thu=> far it is marked byamere—but kindly— feasting and merry-making, and by asteadyannual increase in the interchange of friendly giftsand greetings. The purely human element predominatesvastly;but all this neighbourly courtesy and friendship andaffection andgenerosity form a ladder by which in due timethehappy multitudes will, we trust, rise to the higher idealof the Christmas festivities. Religious verse is already hereand there andgradually workingits way into the Christmascards;Christmas celebrations have already secured the forceof custom in most Anglican churches ; other denominationsshow signs of following the lead ; and wemay in time hopeto see many of ourseparatedbrethren so far 'undo thr.workof the Reformation' as to adopt in part or in whole theLatnohc conceptionof thespiritual significance of this <*reatfestival. To theCatholic mind in old England there lay aworld of meaning in the greeting— now revived— of 'amerry Christmas.' It was, in effect, simply a modernvariant of St. Paul's inspired conception of the joy thatshould ever be present to those that couple true belief withrighteous works : 'Rejoicein theLord always; againIsay
rejoice. We wish all ourreaders a full and flowing measureof this sacred joy. < Tiny Tm's 'brief but glorious pvayerwas this: 'God bless everybody !' The infantile mindgrasped thesplendidsignificance of the great doctrine which:theDivine Babeof Bethlehem came topreach— the Brother-hood of Man and the Fatherhood of God. The gentlechilds prayer thusbecomes this festival in an altogetherspecial way. And with him wesay from our hearts :'Godbless everybody!'
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