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December 17, Sunday.

—
Third in Advent.„ 18, Monday.

—
Expectation of the Blessed Virgin Mary„ 19, Tuesday.

—
St. Urban,Pope andMartyr.„ 20, Wednesday.— Quat. Tense.„ 21, Thursday.— Sb. Thomas, Apostle.„ 22, Friday.— Quat.Tense, Sb.Deusdeiit,Pope and Con-

fessor.„ 23, Saturday.— Quat. Tense, St. Colurnbanus.Abbot.

FEAST OF THE EXPECTATION OF THE BLESSED VIRGINMARY.
The Feast of the Expectationhas beeninstituted by the Church

to commemorate tihe longing desires and fervent aspirations with
which the Immaculate Virgin greeted the near approachof that
happy day whenshe was tobring into the world the long expected
Meßsiah, whosecoming toredeem mankind had been the continual
object of her sighs andprayers. Yeta few shortdays andshe would
holdin her arms the Incarnate God, worship Him on bended knee
wraphim inswaddling clothes, feed him from her virginal breast'
anipour forthinto His Sacred Heart the most ardent affections of
praise,thanksgiving andlove ! For now the time appointedby the
Divine Decree was accomplished, and the Great Mystery hidden
under veils and figures from the beginning of the world wad about
tobe revealed to the astonished eyes of angels and of men.

During four thousand years had the earth groaned under the
dominionof Satan,whilekings, patriarchs,andprophetshad looked
eagerly forward for the comingof tbepromised Redeemer who was
tobreak thefetters with whichmankind wasbound,andrestoremen
to the liberty of sonsof God.

The four weeks of Adventareintended by theChurch to recall
to our minds that anxious time of expectation. Meanwhile the
promisemade byGod toour first parents,that the Seed of the woman
should crush the serpent's head, was carefully treasured up and
handed down from father to son through succeeding generations.

As time wenton the promise was renewed to King David,of
whosefamily it was declared that the Redeemer was to be born.
Many of the psalms of the royalprophet are full of ardent aspira-
tions after the coming of the Saviour, who was to destroy the
power of hell andre-establish thekingdomof God in thehearts of
men. Itwas alsopermitted him tobehold in the far-off future the
accomplishmentof thepromisesof God by the incarnation, passion,
anddeathof our Lord. These sacredmysteries he has described to
us withaminutenesswhichreads tousrather likea record ofthepast
thana predictionof the distant future. The samemay be Baid of
the writings of some of the other prophets, who were sent by
God toprepare theminds andhearts of men for thecoming of His
Son.

Conspicuous among these was Isaiah, who, after announcing
that the Redeemer would be born of a Virgin, relates in detail
manycircumstances regarding His passionand the establishment of
His Church. In his ardent longing for the speedy coming of the
Incarnate God he cries out,

'Drop down dew ye heavens from
above,and let the clouds rain the just;let the earth be openedand
budforth a Saviour.' Thesame eager desire of the prophetDaniel
for the comingof the Messiahbrought down fromheaven the great
ArchangelGabriel, whorevealed to him the precise time when the
Saviour should be born. Thus did the saints of oldcontinually
aspire after the coming of the Son of God, whom, however, they
werenot permitted tobebold with the eyesof the flesh.

Wherefore our Blessed Lord reminded His apostles of the
special privilege which they themselves enjoyed inbeholding and
conversing with Him during His mortal life.

'Blessed,'said he,
'are your eyes because they see, and your ears because theyhear.
For amenIsay to you,muny prophetsand just menhave desired tosee the things that you see and havenot seen them,and to hear the
things that you hear and havenot heard them.'

Let us, too, pour out our hearts in gratitude to God that we
have been made partakersof the abundant graces which are the
fruits of our Lord's incarnation,preparing ourselves at the same
time by fervent desires and loving aspirations,in union with the
Immaculate Virgin, to celebrate in the spirit of the Church the
comingbirthday of thesweet InfantJesus.

ST.THOMAS, APOSTLE.
St.Thomas was one of the fishermen on the Lake of Galilee

whom our Lord called to be His apostle. There are only three
incidents relatedof him in the Gospel, but these are enough to
make his character more familiar to us than that of any other
except SS.Peter andPaul.

By nature slow to believe, tooapt to see difficulties, and to look
at thedark sideof things,hehad withala mostsympathetic,loving,

courageous heart. Once when Jesus spoke of the mansions
in Bis Father's house St. Thomas in his simplicity asked:

'Lord,
we knownot whither Thougoest, andhow canwe know the way ?

'
When Jesus turned togo towards Bethany tothe graveof Lazarus,
the desponding apostle at once feared the worst for his belovedLord,yetcried out bravely to therest, 'Let us also go anddie with
Him.'

After theResurrection incredulity again prevailed,and whilst
the wounds of the crucifixion were imprinted vividly on his
affectionatemind,he would net credit the report that Christ had
indeed risen. But the actual sight of thepierced hands and side
and the gentle rebuke of his Saviour went home at once to his
generousheart. Unbelief was gone for ever,andhis faithandours
has ever triumphedin the joyous utterance into whichhe broke:
My Lordand my God!

'
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rpHE Leading Houae inCHRISTCHURCH for Drapery,Mantles, and BE.ATH .A.RTD CO

VICTORIA INSURANCE COMPANY,
LIMITED.

ESTABLISHED 1849.
Local Director, J. T. WRIGHT Esq. (Messrs. Wright,

Stephensonand Co.)
This Old-Established Company accepts

FIRE RISKS on buildings and Contents of every des-
cription, also on grain in field.

MARINE RISKS onWool fromsheep'sbackbo London,
and on goods shipped coastwise or to any port in
the world.

GUARANTEE RISKS Insuring the fidelity of persona
in positionsof trust.

BRANCHES AND AGENCIES THROUGHOUT THE COLONY.
Further information tobe had from any of the Company's

Representatives.

Head Offices forNew Zealand " NO. 5 BOND STREET

JAMES EDGAR,
Manager forNew Zealand.

gTEAM ARTESIAN WELL SINKER
House andSanitaryPlumber. Hot andColdWater

Services. Founder and General Engineer. Maker of
the Celebrated Titan Steel Windmill. Creamery and
ButterFactory Machinery. Contractor tothe Central
Dairy Company. Pumps,Pipes,Rams, Gasfittings,etc.,
etc., fixed at Lowest Rates. Estimates and Plans on
Application.

THOMAS DANKS,
ProvidenceWorks, Lichneld street, Christchurch,N.Z.

THE LATEST PAMPHLET TO READ."The Church and Commerce, Industry, Sciences,
and Aits,"

Illustrating ina striking and most interesting manner that the
Catholic Churchhas at all times been the mother of alltheIfactors

of true civilisation.
Written by the VERY REV. FATHER LE MENANT DES

CHESNAIS, S.M., V.G. Price
-

6d.
We havealso a number of"

OUT OF THE MAZE,"
by the sameauthor. Price " 6d.

Copies may be had by sendingpostalnotesor stamps to
J. MURRAY, TabletOffioe.
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J. T HARRIS,
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TWO WELLERS TOBACCO
Made,from ExtraChoice MATURED SUN-CURED LEAF.

Gives apleasant,cool smoke. Tryitanditwillgive yousatisfaction

NOONDAY OIL
BRIGHT, CLEAR, STEADY LIGHT.

InsistuponhavingNOONDAY.


