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(From our own correspondent.)

The annual distribution of prizes at St. Mary's Convent HighSchool,Wellington, took plac. on Tuesday evening in the presence
of a very large catberinp. The prizes were presented to the
successfulpupilsby the Yen.Archdeacon Devoy, inthe unavoidableabsence of his Grace Archbishop Redwood. An excellent pro-gramme of vocal and instrumental mufic wos rendered during the
eveningby the pupils, among the contributorsbeing Misses Reilly,
Doris Haywood (recitation), Flanagan, M. Waldegrave, E. Waddy,
Odile Ritleng,Hilda Nathan (recitation),KateConnell,Waldegrave,
Gracie McArdle. A couple of choruses were also sung by a choir
of Benior girls. The Hon. Dr. Grace, who assisted the Yen. Arch-
deaconDevoy in the distribution of the prizes,'gavean address, in
the course of which he reviewed the developmentand culture of
music in theHome countries, which he describedaa having a veryhigh civilifing influence. He referred tothe importantparts playwd
by the Royal Academy of Music andTrinity College (London) in
promoting the culture of theart, anddetermining the efficiency of
music pupils throughout the British Empire. Dr. Grace
incidentally mentioned that at the recent examinations in connec-
tion -with the ttoyal Academy of Music Miss Kate Connell had
obtained 141marks out of a possible 150 for senior singing.

The following is theprize list:
—

Good conduct.
—

Silver medals (gift of Mr White);boarders-Teresa Roweand Marion Goulter. Gift of VeryRev.Father Lewis ;
day pupils

—
Mabel Bourke.

Christian doctrine.
—

First division (gold medal, gift of Mrs
O'Connor)— Ethel Crombie;second division,Marion Goulter.
HSDux (gold medal,gift of Mr G. H.Fisher)— Girvan Runcie.
(ftg Painting.

—
Marion Brady.

%w» Freehanddrawing.— EdithWaddy and Hortense Runcie, equalinmerit.
Modeldrawing.— WynnPearce.
Needlework.—First division— First prize (gift of Miss O'Con-

nor), Constance Knowles; second prize, Lita Truman. Second
division

—
Emily Whitaker. Lace work— Kathleen Bourke.

Music.— Medal (gift of Mrs McCarthy)— Mamie Waldegrave;
prize,senior division (gift of Mr Brookes)— Bessie Flynn. Inter-mediatedivision (gift of Mr Brookes)— Muriel Waldegrave. Juniordivision

—
ConstanceMcCloskey. Primary— Odile Ritleng, 1;MaryMcDonald, 2. Diligence and improvement in music

—
MarionGoulter,BerthaClifford, MollieLaing.

Singing (medal, gilt of Hon.Dr.Grace)— Kate Connell;prize,Higher School division, Bessie Flynn;junior division,CatherineClifford ;accompanimentplaying,Bessie Flynn.
Excellence in essay writing (gold medal, gift of his GraceArchbishop Redwood).— Ethel Crombie.Matriculationclasp.— Diligence (medal, gift of Mr. Palmer

—̂
Ethel Crombie. Mathematics (medal,gift of

'
Old Girls ')— Ethel

Crombie. Languages and composition (gift of Mr. Corrigan)—
Girvan Runcie. Geography— Girvan Runcie. Writing— RosieSheridan. Mapping—

MaryMonaghan.
Class ll.— English— Constance Reilly. Arithmetic— ConstanceReilly. Euclid— Constance Reilly. Geography— KathleenBourke.Penmanship—

Kathleen Bourke. Composition— Margaret Hunter.Recitation— Margaret Hunter. Latin— Daisy Reilly. French—
Mnriel Waldegrave.

Class 111.— Good conduct
—

Margaret Kenny. French— First
division— Edith Waddy. Latin— Ethel Crombie. Arithmetic and
algebra— Olive Blake. Geography— Olive Blake. French, i-econddivision— OliveBlake. Reading and recitation— EdithRichardson.Composition

—
Bessie Whitaker. Drawing

—
Emily Whitaker.English— Annie Twohill Penmanship— EthelPoll.Class IV.— Good Conduct— Geraldine McAlister. English—

Geraldine MeAligter. Arithmetic— Gladys Philp. Penmanship
GladysPhilp. Geography— Eveline Collins. Reading and recita-tion—Nora Harnett. Drawing— Therese Sheridan. Diligence-
EileenTruman

Class V.
—

Arithmetic— Charles Gapquoiue. Geography— CharlesGasquoine. Reading and recitation— Christine Henry. Writing
—

Annie Laing. Composition—
Jessie Broadbent. English— NellieTwohill. Mapping— Catherine Clifford. Composition— MarionGoulter.

Preparatoryschool.
—

Goodconduct— Boarders. GracieMcArdle.Firstdivision— RitaMartin. Second division— Violet Costell.Class I.— Christian doctrine— Odile Ritleng. History— OdileRitleng. Needle-work— Odile Ritleng and Doris Haywood,equal.Reading and recitation
—

Doris Haywood. Arithmetic
—

Doris
Haywood Geography— Doris Haywood. Mental arithmetic-Bernard Gasquoine. Writing— Agnes Whitaker. Spelling— Agnes
Whitaker. French

—
AgnesWhitaker. Grammarandcomposition

—
Monica Blake. Drawing— Mary McDonald.Class ll.— Christian doctrine

—
Rita Martin. Arithmetic—GracieMcArdle. Mentalarithmetic— Gracie McArdle. Geography

—Hilda Nathan. Composition and diftation— Hilda NathanBeading and recitation—Hilda Nathan. Writing— Mollie Laing.Drawing—
IrisMoore.

Class lll.— Arithmetic— MabelWard. Writing— Mabel Ward.Reading andrecitation—EdwardNathan. Spelling— EvelineGuil-
ford. Object lessons— EvelineGuilford.

Kindergarten Class.— First division— Reading and spelling—Edward Duggan. Arithmetic— Kathleen Moore. Needlework-Kathleen Moore. Writing— Doris Costell. Second division.—Readingandspelling— VioletCostell. Arithmetic— EvaGasquoine.Weaving— CecilGasquoine. Writing— Clare He.nry.
Shorthand.— Specialprize, reporting class

—
IsabellaO'Galligan.

Senior division— First prize,Nora Duggan; second prize, CeciliaGmse. Intermediate division— Ellen Meagher and Annie Russellequal.

The Remington bicycle is builtby the Remington ArmsCom-pany, whose goods have a world-widereputation. Thiswheel isknown for the very fine quality of the materials used in its con-struction and excellent workmanship. Messrs.M.O'BrienandCo.,Armagh street, Christchurch, are the agents, and they will bepleasedto give all information to callers regarding prices,etc.,orwill forwardillustratedcatalogueonapplication.
—

*%Our readers in Canterbury will be interested to know thatMessrs Ballantyne and Co.. of Dunstable House, Christchurch,
devote special attention to house furnishing. The firm employs
experts, who will give advice regarding the most approved andeconomical way to proceed in furnishing either a cottage or amansion. The firm's furniture factory is organised on thoroughlyefficient lines, and is pronounced a model of completeness. ThelatestventurebyMessrs. Ballantyne and Co. is themanufactureofVenetianblinds,in which only the best materials are used. Thefirm believes in reliable materials, honest workmanship, andmoderateprices.

—
%*

Messrs. DonaldReid andCo., of Dunedin, take theopportunity
of tendering theirservices to woolgrowersfor the disposalof theirwool here,or for shipment to London and other markets. Thefirm's storesoffer unequalledadvantages for exhibitingand tellingwool,and for expeditious handling of same. The show rooms arefully equippedwith thelatestimprovements,convenientlysituated,andspecially lighted for theproper display of wools,so thatbuyersare placed in a position to value to the best advantage and to
operate withsuch confidenceas willensurea satisfactorysale. Allcharges throughout will be made on thelowest possible scale, andaccounts willbe renderedandproceedspaid over promptly aooord*ing to theusualcustomof the firm.— „%

Thursday, December 14,1999.] NEW ZEALAND TABLET.
ST. MARY'S CONVENT, WELLINGTON. The medalsfor thepractical examinations in music werethendistributedas follows:— Solosinging.— Senior division(goldmedal,gift of Mr. Brookes)— Daisy Marshall. Pianoforteplaying.— Seniordivision (gold medal,gift of Dresden Company)— Theo. Shapter.

Gold medal (gift of Chas. Begg and Co )-Daisy Beilly. Juniordivision('Martha Myers memorial
'

medal)— WinifredRichardßon.

CATHOLICISM IN SCOTLAND AT THE
BEGINNING OF THE CENTORY.

Inthe courseofa Beries ofarticlesin theNew Eraon
'
Catholioity

in Scotland eince the Reformation,' Mr. Austin Oates, KSGsays :—:
—

And here a word may be written about the humble littleseminaryat Scalan. Here for many years priestshad been trainedand ordained and bishops consecrated. It had, indeed,more thanrealised the hopesof its founder, BishopGordon. But thet'me hadcome whenmoreaccommodationthan itcould afford was required.The French Revolution was the cause of rerious losses to theCatholic Church in Scotland. Their colleges were confiscatedandtheir students wereforced toreturn home. BishopHay,ever equalto any emergency,raised funds sufficient to acquire a property atAquhorties, in Aberdeenshire,andthither in 1779 the students fromSca'an were transferred.
About this time asimilarinstitutionwasopenedat Lismore,intheHighlands. Poverty and penury were the lot bothof priestsandpeople. The yearly allowance made by the Vicars-Apoetoliototheir clergy waß £10 to priests in country missions, and £12 tothose in towns. The numberof Catholic churches in Scotlandin1800 has beenestimatedat 12. Tfcere were two inEdinburgh, oneinAberdeen, one inGlasgow,onein Banff, Preshome,Aohinhaling,StrathglaBs, Fort William, Glengairns, Dornie, and Dee CostleThere were two bishopsandsome 40 priests,and the populationisbelievedto have beenabout 35,000. Penal laws were things of thepast. Butthere were, notwithstanding, manyobstaclesin the wayof religious progress andextension. Bigotry and intolerance wererife and pronounced, and Catholics were still suffering from a

system of social ostracism. Poverty was their dominant andübiquitous characteristic, and bitter indeed was the struggle ofpriestsand people forexistence.
The death of Bishop Hay in 1811 was a great blow to theCatholics of Scotland. His long episcopacy of forty-three yearswas oneof incalculablevalueand worth to the Faith. A brilliantcontroversialist and writer,anearnestand indefatigablemissionary,ever full of buoyant courage and confidence he inspired andimparted both to all those with whom he cameintocontact. Hehad come into office and authority at a time when Catholicity inScotland was in a positionof acruel andmost critical crisis, andhefaced and weatheredastorm which threatened the very existenceof the Church and her people, and brought them safely, aye,triumphantly, through it. In his declining days, spent atAquhorties in the Seminary he had founded, he had the dying

consolation of seeing and knowing that happierdayshaddawnedor were in store for the flock he had so deeply loved and sostrenuously served.
Bishop Cameron succeeded, and for twenty-nine years ruledover theLowland District, whileBishops JohnandEneasChifsholmand Ronald Macdonald were successively Vicars-Apostolic of theHighlands. During this period the number of Catholics wassteadily increasing, and particularly so inGla«gow. Here theRev.AndrewScott was working withgreat success inspiteof consider-able local prejudice and bigotry. The erection of St. Andrew'sChurch in Great Clyde street rouned the fanatics to fury. Oneoftheir number, a certain McGavin, so gave way to his wrathandindignation as to incur heavy damages in an action brought byFather Scott against him for libel. This lawsuit, certainly thesensation of the year,cleared and cooled the air,and wasineverywayagreat triumphfor the Catholics.
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