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B hlra}{t.hﬁ.hlzgtrjn, ML.H.R. for Otaki, died on Friday afternoon of
‘TAE December number of that

well up to ite usual standard of exeellence. The reading matter is
varied, and comprises articles on musio, literature, and science.

THE Bluf Harbour Board on Baturday accepted the tender of
J. P, Rennoldson and Sons, of South Shields, England, for the
vonstraction of a tug, the amount being £10,675, and the vessel to
be delivared at the Binff by Angust next,

Orors in the South Ieland are looking splendid, and thera is
evary prospect of anabundant harvest, according to reporte received
tg the Agricuitural Department, The dairy produce export for

6 current year, it is anticipated, will greatly exceed the quantity
sent ont out of the Colony during any previons year,

THx distribution of prizes to the pupils of the Convent of the
Saored Heart, Timaru, will take place on ’Fuesday next at one v'clock.
His Lordship the Right Rev. Dr. Grimes hag promised to preside.
A retrent for 1adies, conducted by the Rev. Father Colgan, 8.J., will
commence on Mondsy evening, January 8, Ladies desirous of
attending should apply to the Rev. Mother.

Iy ita iesue of October 1 the Commercial Appsal of Memphis:

- United States, has a leading article on the destruction of forests in

the district, and the conesquent evils which result from such g conrse.

The Appeal basis ita comments on an_editorial on the destruction of

forests in this Colony, which appested a fow months ago in the N.Z,
TABLET, and which it! guotes in extento.

IF virtue is not always its own rewsrd then the virtuous in
many instances run the risk of going unrewsrded (remarks the
Ohristchurch Prets), It is stated in sopport of this that last
Sunday a guard on one of the Sumner tramp found a gold watch
and chain and pendant, valued at £15, and restored it to the owner,
through the offices of a hofy. The overjoyed ownex of tha valuables
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popular monthly, Phe Triad, is

offered the boy o shilling bia services, but the boy, in declining
g: proffered gunerdon, remarked, ‘Keep it, mister, until it gets
ger.’

DREDGE masters and miners should be very careful that foreign
substances do not get mixed up with their gold eamples, Through
Somé unaccountable means a emall quantity of brass flings got
mized gp with a eample of gold that s Chinaman sold to a bank in
Cromwell the other day. The bank official being under the impres-
sion that he could purchase brass filings at a cheaper rate than gold
invited the Chinaman to explsin the matter at the Magistrate's
Court, As the explanation was not considered satisfactory the
neller was fined 108 with costa,

AN important announcement was made by the Hon. J, @, Ward
in the course of his address in Invercargill last week. After
ennmerating the substantial reduoetions in railway rates made by
the present Government, he stated that it was infended at an early
date to reduce passenger fares to 14d per mile firet class and 1d
second olass ordinary single. Under this scale it would cost only
170 4d first clnss to go to Dunedin, as againay 205 under the existing
rate, and 1)a 7d as against 195 4d sscond olass, These liberal con-
cessions, he remarked, were to be granted irrespective of law fares
for special purposes, such as school exoursions and holiday trips,
which would, of course, still remain in operation, The intimation
was recoived with cheers by the orowded mesting.

It appesrs to us (Oamary Mail) that one of the regrettable
episodes in connection with the election just past was the rejestion
of Mr. O'Regan, who had represented Buller in two Parliamenta,
There may have been some special circumstances to acoount for the
preference given to Mr. Colvin ; but Mr, O'Regan is a strong man
whose heart is in the right place, and hia Parliamentary career has
been marked by blamelessness and ability. It is a pity, hawever,
that Mr. O'Regan should feel so sore over his rejection, The same
misfortune has been suffered hefore now by the greatest and bast of
men, and, as he is very young as well as vigorous, there is no reason
why he should not at some future tima occupy a high place amongst
the statesmen of this Coleny if he will only be tolerant and patient.

A highly interesting lecture was given at Waihao, near
Morven, Canterbury, on Tuesday night, by the Rev, Dy, Kennedy,
B.M., B.A., lecturer on natural sciemee at the Meanee Jeminary.
Dr, Kennedy is an enthusiastic entomologist, and hes devoted a
great deal of his time to the study of insects and imsect life,
consequently his remarks were full of interest. He iz also a
practical photographer and an adept in microscopy, and the views
with which the lecture was illostrated were taken by him with the
aid of & microscope, The various ‘subjects’ denlt with included
piotures of the common house fly, pider, butterfly, moth, &o. The
lecture waa highly enjoyed. and being delivered in plain language
devoid of teohnivalities, was the more thoronghly appreciated by the
andience, It is likely that the lecture will be repeated in Waimate
thie evening,

AREAS of Flax which have been cleared at great expense by
ownera of land and dissipated in smoke would now be worth more
& dredging olaim in Otago. Wherever there are a few acres
of the green blade left in the Manawstu and Rangitikei Counties
(writes the Marton correspondent of the Wellington Post) a mill
has been started or is about to be established, The price paid at
present for fibre evidently provides a sufScient margin to of
millers sending far afield for the raw material, Small patch¥y of
flax are baing out in the vicinity of Feilding, carted £o the:- X
and railed to miils near Foxton for cleaning, If the enhanced
prices imply.s0 much additional profit, too, it must Ay to traunsport
the green leaf for a considerable distance, Ona miﬂer near Foxton
just previous to the boom wae selling fibre at £14 10s per ton, while
at present he is executing a contraot at £27 per ton,

Writing .after the Geveral Eleotion the Otago Daily Times
said : The Colony as a whole, however, ia manifestly disposed to
entrust Mr, Ward once more with the control of the Trennury
department, We are not inclined to joim in the chorus of alarm
with which this prospect has been received. Mr, Ward -has
retrieved his position to & very large extent,and it is most unlikely
that he will repeat any of his former mistakes. His financial
ability is undeniable, and the grasp whioh he hag of the stats of
the Anandes of the Colony is unequalled on his own side in politics,
His administration of the Postal department, when he was formerly
in the Government, was admittedly most successlul, and thers wiil
hardly be a dissentient voice to his again retnrning to it. When he
does, a new period of progressive management will be inaugurated,
and amongst his earliest acts will probably be the imatitution of
the systers of inJand peuny postage,

In the November number of the Adustral Light it wa8
announced that thet magazine wonld cease publication st-the end
ol this year, We are pleased to nmotice by the December issue to
hard that this in not 1o be the case, A new proprietory has been
formed, with his Grace the Axchhishop of Melbourne at its head,-for
the purpose of continuing the Awvstral Light inna new and improved
form. It will be considerably enlarged, and will be jasned direotly
under ecolesinstical authoriry. It is intended also to have two or
three pages of illnstrations, so that it shonld sommand that support
which waa denied to it in the past, and without which it is impos-
sible for & mapazine or mewspaper to ke & success. The old pro-
prietory was severely handicapped for want of capital, but still it
did remarkably well, thanks to the gratuitous assistance received
from nearly all the contributors, We hope the Awstrael Light
will be & great snceess in the fature, and that it will long oontinue
to illumine the minds of its readers,

How temperate and orderly the great bulk of the people of
this Colony are was shown by the manmner in which the General
Election was conducted last week, There were immense crowds in
the streets of Dunedin on Wednesday night and op to the early
hours of Thursday morning, yet there was not a single jndividnal
locked up for drankenness in ‘the police cells. In‘s word there was
not a gingle arrest for drunkenness in Dunedin from the Tuesday
evening before the election until the Thursday evening after. At
the Christchurch City Police Court om Thursday the presiding
magistrate said that there were 40,000 people interested in the
late election and not one of them had been brought up for drunken-
ness. This was a complete answer to the prohibition parsy, and
showed clearly that Christchurch was not a dronken community.
He expected that at least one dozen might have overstepped tha
wmark, Sub-Inspector O'Brien said the slection was a most orderly
one. He did not hesr an angry word pass between two persons all
day. hHe agreed with the chairman as to the sobriety of Christ
church.

THE WAR IN SOUTH AFRICA.

&
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WITH the exception of that received on Tuesday morning, the war
nows of the weck has been meagre and unimportant,

News received here on Tuesday reported another serions British
reverse. Gleneral Gatacre, with a force of 3000, inclnding the 2ad
Northumberland, the 2od Irish Rifles, 800 mounted infantry, and
the 74th and 77th Batteries of Artillery, marched on Saturday night
from Molteno with a view of surprising 2500 Boers at Stormberg,
the junction of the branch railway connecting the East London and
Port Elizabeth reilways. When within two miles of Stormberg he
encountered the encmy, who opened a sudden fire on the front and
right fiank. The British sought cover bhehind & kopje, but, being
still within range, they shifted thencs, the batteries covering the
retreat. Boer reinforcements appeared, and the Northumberlands
and the Irish Rifles were sent to intercept them, but suffered heavily
from the fire of the machine guns, The enemy were nnderesti-
mated and occupied an impregnable position, The infantry were
anable to assail the Boers, while the enemy’s two 40-pounders
harassed the retreat. The Northumberlands and Irisk Rifles
behaved splendidly, but it is feared the losses are heavy, General
Gatacre telegraphs his rezret at theserious reverse, and says he was
misled as to the enemy’s position by the gnides He found them on
impraoticable ground. The British force was followed for three
hours by the enemy's artillery. It is feared this disaster will
intensify the Cape distoyalty. It is said that over 670 of Ceneral
Gatacre's force are missing, and are supposed to be prisoners,

We regret to learn that on Sunday last (says the Freeman's
Journal, December 2), Mr. J. J. Fitzpatriok, of Windsor (father of
the M.P. for Rylstone and of Mr. O. Fitapatrick, O.P.8.), died
suddenly of heart weakness, The deceased gentleman had for over
& generation been identified with Windsor, Some yeara ago, after
more than 30 years' service in the police force, he retired on pension,
his rank at the time being Inspector; and sinece then has taken &
Promivent part in the advancement of the old town. He was buried
in the Windsor Catholic cemetery.

On the eveming of October 31, the school hall at Waverley,
Sydney, was well filled with the Catholics of the diatrict, the ocorsion
being a presentation to to the Rev, A. S. Mnllan, O.F.M, who for
twelve years past has lahoured in the Franciscan mission, which
embraces the distriots of Woollakrs, Bondi, and Paddington, Father
Mullan has been rocalled to Ireland by hia superiors. Although
presentations are not encouraged in the religious Orders, it was
found impossible in this case to oppose the warmly-expressed will of
the people. An address and purse of sovereigns wers presented to
Father Mgullan.



