
In the November number of the Austral Light it wasannounced thatthat magazine would cease publicationat the endof tins year. We are pleased to notice by the Decemberissue tohand that this is not to be the case. A new psoprietoryhas beenformed, with his Grace the ArchbishopofMelbourneat itshead,-forthepurpose ofcontinuing theAustralLight in.a newandimprovedform. Itwillbe considerably enlarged,and will be issued directlyunder ecclesiastical authority. It is intended also tohave twoorthreepages of illustrations,so thatit shouldcommand thatsupportwhich wasdenied to itin the past,and without whichit is impos-sible for a magazine or newspaperto be a success. The old pro-prietory was severelyhandicappedfor wantof capital,but stillitdid remarkably well,thanks to the gratuitous assistance receivedfrom nearly all the contributors. We hope the Austral Lightwill be agreatsuccess in the future, and that it will long continueto illuminethemindsof its readers.
How temperate and orderly the great bulk of the people ofthis Colony are was shown by the manner in which the GeneralElection wasconducted last week. There were immensecrowdsinthe Btreets of Danedin on Wednesday night and up to the early

hours of Thursday morning, yet there was notasingle individuallocked up fordrunkennessin thepolice cells. Ina wordthere wasnot a single arrest for drunkennessin Dunedin from the Tuesday
eveningbefore theelectionuntil the Thursday evening after Atthe Christohurch City Police Court on Thursday the presidingmagistrate said that there were 40,000 people interested in thelateelection and not oneofthemhad beenbroughtup for drunken-ness. This was a complete answer to the prohibition party♥andshowedclearly that Christchurch was not a drunken community.He expected that at least one dozen might have oversteppedthemark. Sub-Inspector O'Brien said theeleotionwas amost orderlyone. Hedidnot hear anangry wordpass between twopersons allday. He agreed with the chairmanas to the sobrietyof Christchuroh.

THE WAR IN SOUTH AFRICA.

With theexceptionof thatreceivedon Tuesday morning, the warnewsof the weekhas beenmeagreand unimportant.Newsreceivedhere onTuesday reportedanother seriousBritishreverse. General Gatacre, witha force of 3000, including the 2ndNorthumberland,the 2nd Irish Rifles, 800 mounted infantry andthe74thand 77thBatteriesof Artillery,marched on Saturday nightfrom Molteno witha view of surprising 2500 Boers at Stoimberg,
the junctionof thebranchrailway connecting theEastLondon andPortElizabethrailways. When within two miles of Stormberg heencountered theenemy, who openeda sudden fire on the frontandright flank. The British sought cover behind akopje,but, beingstill within range,they shifted thence, the batteries covering theretreat. Boer reinforcementsappeared,and the Northumberlandsand theIrishRifles weresent to interceptthem,but suffered heavilyfrom the fire of the machine guns. The enemy wereunderesti-matedand occupied an impregnable position. The infantry wereunable to assail the Boera, while the enemy's two 40-pounderaharassed the retreat. The Northumberlands and Irish Riflesbehavedsplendidly, but itis feared the losses are heavy. GeneralGatacre telegraphshis regret at theseriousreverse,andsays he wasmisled as to the enemy's positionby the guides He found themonimpracticable ground. The British force was followedfor threehours by the enemy's artillery. It is feared this disaster willintensify the Cape disloyalty. It is said that over 670 of GeneralGatacre's forcearemissing, andaresupposed tobeprisoners.
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k IBla?dare lookin* BP^ndid,and there isevery prospect of anabundantharvest,according to reportsreceivedby the Agricultural Department. The dairy produce export for2l<2itWni"llti<!iP*?ed'wili greatly exceed the quantitysent out outof the Colony during anypreviousyear.

s^Lwdistributionof prizes to thepupilsof the Conventof theSaoredHeart,Timaru, willtakeplaceonTuesdaynext at one o'olook.HisLordship the Right Rev.Dr.Grimes has promised to preside.A retreat for ladies,oonductedby theRev. Father Colgan, SJ will
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Ict êr * the Commercial Appeal of Memphis,UnitedStates,has a leading article on the destructionof forests inthedistrict,andtheconsequentevils whichresult fromBuch acourse.The Appealbasiaiits commentsonan editorialon the destructionofSTSti11 iBSS??!whirtnaPPe»'cd a fewmonths agoin theN.Z.Tablet,and whichit!quotes inextento.

If virtue is not always its own rewardthen the virtuous inSSKJhf^ rU^ th?tri.Bk of eoing unrewarded (remarks theS^im°" It w stated in support of tnis that lastfSwKi-SSfIS T°J c Sumner tramß foanda *old watoh?£%£% V^ven&ant, valuedat £15. and restoredit to the owner,2KXrt^J08!^*b°/- 7he w«l°y«d owner of the valuablesofferedtheboy ashillingfor his services,but the boy, indecliningthe proffered guerdon, remarked, 'Keep it,mister, until it gete

„„*>?BBDO.H andminersshould be verycareful that foreignsubstancesdonot get mixed up with theirgold samples. Throughsome unaccountable means a small quantity of brass filings gotfSS^StiSfi^T16 °J£°!? at a Ohinaman «old toa bank inCromwelltheotherday. The bankofficialbeing under the impres-£JSfS* J?6 TWTW PMchase bra9fJ &l"«* at acheaper ratethan goldjnvxted the Chinaman to explain the matter at the Magistrate's.SC'.r/fl SSe
inXp^2ftlon WM nofc w»«M«wd satisfactory theseller was fined10s withcosts.

An importantannouncement was made by theHon. J G Wardin the course of his address in Inveroargill last week. Afterenumerating the substantial reductions in railway rates made bytiie presentGovernment,hestated thatit was intendedatan earlydate to reducepassenger fares to lsd per mile first class andIdsecondclass ordinary single. Under this scale it would cost only17s 4dnwt class togo toDunedin,as against 29a under the existingrate,and lls 7d as against 19s 4d second olass. These liberalcon-oesMons, heremarked, were to be granted irrespectiveof lowfaresfor special purposes, such as sohool excursions and holiday trips,which would,of course,still remain in operation. The intimationwasreceived with cheersby the crowdedmeeting.
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. It appears to us (OamaruMail) that one of the regrettableepisodesinconnection withthe election just past was the rejectionof Mr. O Regan, who had represented Buller in two Parliamentsmere mayhavebeen some special circumstancesto account for thepreferencegiventoMr.Colvin; but Mr. O'Regan is a strongmanwhoseheart is mthe right place, and his ParliamentarycareerhasS!!?M?r" y Wamejessness and ability. It is a pity,however,
6^811011* 1̂ 9̂0"0^ hiß rejection. The samemisfortune has beensufferedbefore now by the greatest and bestofAWise"JV y° a?eMwellM***<*«"", thereis noreasonwhyheshould not at somefuture timeoccupya high placeamongstthe statesmenof thisColony if he will only be tolerant andpSnt

A highly interesting lecture was given at Waihao, near?mV6S' JJ
°
ant6Svry' on Tuesday night,by the Rev. Dr. Kennedy,8.M., 8.A., leoturer on natural science at the Meanee Seminary!Dr. Kennedy is an enthusiastic entomologist, and has devoted agreat deal of his time to the study of injects and insect lifeconsequently his remarks were full of interest. He is also apraotioalphotographer and an adept inmicroscopy,and the viewswith whichthelecture wasillustrated were taken by him with theaid of a microscope. The various 'subjects' dealt with includedpictures of the common bouse fly,spider,butterfly,moth, <tc. Thelecture was highly enjoyed, and being delivered inplain language2321? 68^!8u
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of Flax which have been cleared at great expense byownersof landanddissipated in smoke wouldnow be worth morethan a dredging claim in Otago. Wherever there area few acres?iSeg ĉn
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ad.c l6ft in *"*«"*»* «»d RangitikeiCouS(writes the Marten correspondent of the Wellington Post) amillhas been startedor is about to be established. Thepricepaid atpresentfor fibre evidentlyprovides a sufficient margin toKw ofmillers sending far afieldfor the rawmaterial. SmalloaWLofflaxarebeing cut in the vicinity of Feilding, oartedlTthestftflnand railed to millsnear Foxton for cleaning. If the enhancedfKifP/J2°, maoh P"fit' *»>
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must pay to transportthegreenleaf for a considerable distance. OnemillernearFoxtonjurtprevious tothe boom wassellingfibre at £14 10s per ton, whileatpresent heis executingacontraotat £27 per ton

We regret to learn that on Sunday last (says the Freeman'sJournal,December 2),Mr. J.J.Fitzpatriofc,of Windsor (fatherofthe M.P. for Rylstone and of Mr. 0. Fitzpatriok, C.P.S.), diedsuddenly of heart weakness. The deceased gentlemanhad for overa generation been identified with Windsor. Some years ago, aftermore than 30 years'servicein thepolice force,he retiredonpension,his rank at the timebeing Inspector;and sinoe then has taken aprominentpartinthe advancementof theold town.' He wasburiedin the Windsor Catholic cemetery.
On the evening of October 31, the sohoolhall at Waverley,

bydney, waswellfilled withtheCatholiosof thedistrict, the occasionbeing a presentation to to the Rev. A. S. Mullan,0.F.M., who fortwelve years past has lahoured in the Franciscan mission, whichembracesthedistriotsof Woollahra,Bondi,andPaddington. FatherMullan has been recalled to Ireland by his superiors. Although
presentations are not encouraged in the religious Orders, it wasfoundimpossiblein thiscase tooppose the warmly-expressedwill ofthepepple. An addressand purse of sovereigns were presented toFather Mullan.

NEW ZEALAND TABLET. . [Thursday, December 14, 1899
NEW ZEALAND: GENERAL. w«ting after the General Election the Otago Daily Timessaid :The Colony as a whole, however,is manifestly disposed toentrust Mr. Ward once more with the oontrol of the Treasurydepartment. We are not inclined to join in the chorus, of alarmwith which this prospect has been received. Mr, Wardrhasretrievedhis positiontoavery large extent,andit ismostunlikelythat he will repeat any of his former mistakes. Ufa financialability is undeniable,and the grasp which he hasof jthe stateofteefinances of the Colony is unequalledonhisown sideinpolitics.Hisadministration of thePostaldepartment,-when he was formerly

in theGovernment, wasadmittedly most successful,,andthere willhardly be adissentientvoice tohisagain returning to it. When hedoes,a newperiodof progressive managementwillbe inaugurated,
andamongst his earliest acts will probably be the institution ofthe system of inlandpenny postage.

20


