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AT HOMEAND ABROAD.

Current Topics entry under theheading'Disease':'During the warof 1861-
63 in the UnitedStates the Federalshad 5,825,000 menunder
colours, andof these 254,700 weresent to hospitalfor rheuma-
tism.' In the bunglingcampaignof theCrimea362,000 out of
a totalof 428,000 Anglo-Franco-Sardiniantroops werestricken
with disease. Of this greathost of sufferers, 69,200 died.
The deaths from woundsmadethe relatively insignificanttotal
of 6200. Of the British soldiers, 2755 met their deaths in
action; 1847 died of wounds inhospital. The total of British
victims of Russian bayonet-thrusts and sabre-strokes and
markmanship was, therefore, 4602. This was, however, a
mere bagatellebeside the mighty holocaustof 75.375 men who
werecut off in the prime of life bydisease. It is the same old
tale as farback as military statistics are available. Thus, the
longand strenuous campaigns against France from 179S to
1815 showed an annual death-ratein the British armyof 57
per thousand. Only seven per thousand of these met their
deaths in action. The overwhelmingmajorityof the remainder
weresweptoff by disease. Improved methods of surgeryand
sanitation have diminished the proportion of deaths from
wounds and disease in the campaigns of later years. But
despite all this, the experience of the British troops in South
Africa will, like thatof the Americans in Cuba andthe Philip-
pines,undoubtedlygo toshow that the worsthorrorsof modern
warfareare thoseof the militaryhospitalandnot of the battle*
field.

'All things come to him who waits.' So
the new runs the proverb. Like many another

parliament, expressionof ancientwisdom it is not more
than half true. However, some things do

come to those that know how to wait. For instance:apropos
of the number of grocers in some of the Australian parlia-
ments

—
a proportion said to be due to their familiarity with

soft-soap
—

we inquired some time ago if some friend with a
statistical turn of mind would favourus with a return of the
trades and professions of the legislators of New Zealand.
Well, a memberof ourstaff has done this for our presentissue,
andaddedother particularsregardingthepersonnelof the new
Parliament, which cannot fail to interest ourreaders.

Thbre are, perhaps, few things that so
war effectually knock thestarch out of asoldier's

AND disease, patriotism as typhoid fever and the other
destroying diseases that are incidental to

camp life. To the mind of the average civilian the vast
majority of the soldiers who never return from the wars fall
noblyfighting for their country's honour upon the bullet-swept
field or dieor wounds in the military hospital. As a matterof
fact, the great majority dieby the more prosaic and frequently
more agonising way of disease, and not from contact with
bullet or bayonet or the other death-dealers whose direct
purpose is to dissolve partnership between soul and body.
This, however,is a feature of campaigninglife which appeals
to the militaryman and the statistician withgreater force than
to the war-correspondent, the war-poet, and the war-historian.
Hence we hear so littleof this unpleasant feature of campaign-
ing life. In the Philippinecampaigns some of thebattalions
lost full half of their strength by sickness. Thehospitals were
crammedfull with the victims of disease. But all reference to
the condition of affairs was persistently andmercilessly scored
out by the militarycensor. In South Africa at present the
taleof the warcorrespondent is subject to evena keener eye
and a more mercilessred-pencil or scissors. But yet enough
has been let pass along the wires to show that disease is
decimating the garrisons both of Mafeking and Ladysmith.
We are left to form our own judgment as to the health of the
rest of the army. But, as OttoBerndt has pointedout in his
Figures and War, the losses through sickness in campaigns
are very considerableeven in temperate climates. Theymust
berelativelyvery great indeed in the conditionsunder which
marching,camping,and fightinghave to be donein the rainy
season of such a climateas that of South Africa. Perhaps we
have here one partial explanation of the masterlyinactivity
which has kept the British troops so longstuck fast south of
Colesbergandthe Modderand the Tugela.

Where bulletrand bayonet slay their thousands in war,
diseasekills its tens of thouands. In the 114 days'struggle
between the United States and Spain, only 279 Americans
werekilled inbattle,and 1423 wounded. The number swept
off by disease was 2086; those stricken by disease were, in
roundnumbers,40,000. In1870 some200,000Germanscorralled
Bazaine within the wallsof Metz. As many as 130,000 of the
investing force werein the hospitals. Out of a totalof 467,000
sick men thatlay in the German military hospitals during the
same war, only 88,000 were there on account of wounds
receivedin battle. In thegreat American Civil War" of the
sixties,the Northerners lost 78,246 men who were killedupon
the battle-fieldor diedof wounds. Their losses from disease
reached theappallingtotalof 149,030. The two greatscourges
of theprivate soldierare camp-fever anddysentery. Mulhall,
however,has shownthat rheumatismis not to be sneezedat as
a factor in putting men out of action. In his Dictionary of
Statistics for thepresentyear we find the followingsignificant

You remember the lyric in which Tom
war and Moore represented love, valour, and 'wit,
famine. the sprite,' wandering

Through Erin'sIsle
To sportawhile

together, and how he made them 'three godlike friends,1
inseparable for ever. The bond that holds them together is,
we fancy, a veryloose and conventionalone. Forvalour, we
fear, often breaks away from the pleasant littletriplealliance.
Let Valour but stand for war, and we find it frequently
allied with twogrim powers,pestilence and famine, whichare
at daggers drawn with love and wit. We have already
touchedupon war's alliancewith disease. The Christchurcn
Press of last Saturday furnishes us with the following evidence
that in South Africa, as in other places,it is associatedwith
famine as wellas pestilence :—:

—
The war is reported tohavedriven things to prohibitiveprices

betweenCapetown and the OrangeRiver. Horsefleshis at ahigh
premium. Old screws that in normal times would bedearat £30
are now offeredat 70, 80, or 90 guineas. A oovered gig with two
poniesanda driver can only behiredat a chargeof £40 monthly;
abottle*of the cheapestlager beer costs 2s, a sodaand whisky coatshalf-a-crown, soda and milk Is 6d, whilst 8s is the lowest price
asked for a bottle of whisky.

Any doubts that may exist as to the destination of a
portionof the 'horseflesh

'
is set at rest by the correspondent

of another paper who tells us that it is being used as
food in some parts of South Africa. If this be true,
the story of the premium on horseflesh tells a more
pitiful tale than the enhanced price of

'
asoda and whisky.'

The poor in Paris, Brussels, Milan, and other Continental
citieshabitually use and relish the tender,nutritious, andnot
unsavoury flesh of young horse. But the inhabitants of the
British Isles raise around theirstomachs a sturdy barrier of
insular prejudice which admits the foul-feeding porker but
excludes theclean-feedinghorse. And thisbarrier they never
lowerexcept under the stern pressureof hunger

—
as ina pro-

tractedsiege.

During the Cuban campaign lastyear horse-flesh, mule-
flesh,and even dog-flesh was in great demand,and at high
prices. During the siege of Manila, the following cable-
message appeared in the NewZealand dailies:*The richest
peopleare slaughtering dogs andhorses for food. Thenatives
are eating rats and mice.' Messages such as this tell
ina few wordsthe story of a thousand concentratedgriefs and
woes. The garrison of Ladysmithhas been for some time on
short rations,andwhen the storyof the siege is told we shall

New Zealand Tablet

TWENTY-SEVENTH YEAR OF PUBLICATION.

TUa (( AM^I f\ QPFOIAI
"

Ov/ l̂an Isabsolutely theBest Colonial-builtOyole. B.S.A.»ndIMC? rMNVaL,^ OruVjlnL V^yCie Co. Parts. Prices:Gent's, £21 ;Lady's, «22. Call and
sea them. THE ANGLO-NEW ZEALAND CYCLE CO., 6 Princes Street.


