
ST.LUCY,VIRGIN AND MARTYR.
St.Lucy waß bornof honourableand wealtyparentsat Syracuse

inSicily, and wasbrought up fromhercradle in theChristian faith.
She lost her father inher infancy, but her mother,Eutychia,spared
no pains to inspire her with fervent sentiments of piety. Lucy
corresponded admirably with these efforts, andat a veryearly age
madechoice of JesusChrist asher only epouse by a secret vowof
virginity.

Incourse of time her mother, who was anxious to Fettle her
in life,while at the same time she wasunawareof her pious inten-
tions, urged her to accept an offer of marriage made by a young
manof goodposition,but unfortunately a pagan. Lucy tried every
means to escape the match,but hadnot the courage to inform her
mother of the vow which she had taken. Almighiy God, who
watched over the purity of His spouse, at length afforded her a
favourable opportunity for making the disclosure.

For four yearspastEutychia had suffered froma grievous flux
of blood,for which she could find no relief from the physicians.
Under these circumstance she was persuaded by her daughter to
make apilgrimage to Catania,asmall city situated at the foot of
Mt.Etna, in order toseek a cure from heavenat the tomb of St.
Agatha. Lucy accompaniedher thither,and by their prayers they
obtainedfrom God theobject of their desire.

Shortly afterwardsa young nobleman who had treated with
Eutychia on the subject of the marriage, hearing of the sale of
Lucy's goods and jewels, and the distribution of thepriceamong
the poor, felt much aggrieved, and in order to revenge himself
denounced the Holy Virgin as a Christian before the Governor
Paschasius. As thepersecutionof Dioclesian was then raging with
the utmost fury, Lucy was at once summoned to the tribunal,
where she boldly professed her faith, showing herself equally
insensible to the blandishments and threats of the judge. Seeing
thatallhis efforts were thrownaway,and that themorehe pressed
her tosacrifice the moreeloquently did she speakindefenceof the
Truth, Paschasius exclaimed in a rage, 'There will be anend to
words when we come to stripes.' To which the holy virgin made
answer :'Words willneverbe wantingtoGod's servants,to whomhe
said, Whenyou shallstandbeforekings andprinces takeno thought
how or what to speak,for it shall be given to you in thathour
what to speak. For itis not you that speakbut theholyspirit that
speakethinyou.'" Ib there,'said the governor,'a holy spirit dwelling in you1

''
All those,' she replied,'wholivechastely and piously are the

templeof theholy spirit.''
Iwill send you then,' he said,'toa house of prostitution, that

theholy spiritmay abandonyon.'
Themartyr answered : 'If youcause violence tobe done tome,

my chastity will havea double crown.'
Upon this Paschasius in a fury orderedher to be carried to a

house of ill-fame ;but God watched over her and renderedher
immovableas a rock, so that the guards wereunable tofulfil their
mission. Foiled in his diabolical purpose, the inhuman judge
ordered a great fire to be kindledround her and fed with resin, oil,
pitch, and other combustibles;but it was allinvain,for by the
Providence of God the raging flames had no power to hurt her.
Various other torments were employed toovercomeher constancy,
butGod by His gracemade her more than a match for thecruelty
of thepersecutors. At length, after a glorious combat, she diedin
prison of her wounds,abouta.d. 304.

St. Lucy is honouredin theChurch as one of themost illus-
trious of thebandof virginmartyrs, and her name has found a
place"besidethoseof SS.Cecily, Agnes,and Anastasia in the canon
of the Mass.

ST. EUSEBIUB, BISHOP OF VBBCBLLI, MARTYR.
St. Eusebius was born of a noble family in the island of

Sardinia,but was brought up at Rome, where his mother resided
after the deathof her husband. He was ordained Lector by Pope
St. Sylvester, and became attached to the Church of Vercelli in
Italy, where he was employed in various offices of the sacred
ministry, until upon the deathof the Bishophe waschosen to fill
the EpiscopalChair.

This great prelate andgenerousConfessorof the Faith went to
receive the reward of his labours and sufferings about a.d. 371.

The virtue of our Saint would not have been perfect without
the testof persecution. Being deputedbyPopeLiberius to defend
the Catholio cause in the council of Milan, Eusebius found his
efforts completely paralysed by the Arian Bishops,who,relying on
theprotectionof theEmperorConstantius, carriedeverything their
ownwayby fraud and violence. Inthis assembly St Athanasius,
the illustrious champion of the Incarnation, was condemned to
exile. Eusebius along withtwoother Bishops, thoughpressed by
the Emperor, steadfastly refused to subscribe to this sentence,
whereupon the enraged Prince loaded themwith reproaches and
sent themintobanishment.
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CLEANINGS FOR NEXT WEEK'S CALENDAR.

(Written for theN.Z.Tablet.)

December 10, Sunday.— 'SecondinAdvent.„ 11, Monday.— St.Damasus, Pope.„ 12, Tuesday.— St.Melchiades, Popeand Martyr.„ 13, Wednesday.— St.Lucy, Virgin and Martyr.„ 14, Thursday.— St. AndrewBobola.„ 15, Friday.
—

Octave of theImmaculateConception.„ 16, Saturday.
—

St. Eusebius,Bishopand Martyr.
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rriHELeading House in CHRTSTCHURCH for Drapery, Mantles, and REATH AI'TD CO

VICTORIA INSURANCE COMPANY,
LIMITED.

ESTABLISHED 1849.
Local Director, J. T. WRIGHT Esq. (Messrs. Wright,

Stephensonand Co.)
ThisOld-Established Company accepts

FIRE RISKS on buildings and Contents of every des-
cription, also on grain in field.

MARINE RISKS onWool fromsheep'sback to London,
and on goods shipped coastwise or to any port in
the world.

GUARANTEE RISKS Insuring the fidelity of persons
in positionsof trust.

BRANCHES AND AGENCIES THROUGHOUT THE COLONY.
Further information tobe hadfrom any of the Company's

Representatives.

Head Offices forNew Zealand - NO. 5 BOND STREET

JAMES EDGAR,
Manager for New Zealand.

gTEAM ARTESIAN WELL SINKER
HouseandSanitaryPlumber. HotandColdWater

Services. Founder and GeneralEngineer. Maker of
the Celebrated Titan Steel Windmill. Creamery and
ButterFactoryMachinery. Contractor to the Central
Dairy Company. Pumps,Pipes,Rams,Gasfittings,etc.,
etc., fixed at Lowest Rates. Estimates andPlans on
Application.

THOMAS DANKS,
Providenoe Works,Lichfieldstreet, Christchuroh,N.Z.

THE LATEST PAMPHLET TO READ."The Church and Commerce, Industry, Sciences,
and Arts,"

Illustratingin a Btriking and most interesting manner that the
Catholic Churchhas atall times been the mother of allthe factors

of true civilisation.
Written by the VERY REV. FATHER LE MENANT DES

CHESNAIS, S.M., V.G. Price - 6d.
We havealsoa numberof"

OUT OF THE MAZE,"
by the Bame author. Prioe " 6d.

Copies maybe hadby sendingpostalnotesor stamps to
J. MURRAY, TabletOffice.

Q IT V HOTEL, DUNEDIN.
Having LEASED my

"Vo^VV-xr , HOTEL to Messrs. J. J...^^/^^i^Jte^i,^ CONNOR and J. T.

J.F. NIXON
'

WITH reference tothe above,we feel thatit is hardlynecessary
toassureour Friends and thePatrons of the

'
City

'
that no

effort willbespared onourpartto meritthePatronageso liberally
bestowedonour esteemedpredecessor.

J.J.CONNOR,
.T.T HARRIS,

Proprietors

npWO WELLERS TOB ACO 0
Made fromExtra Choice MATURED SUN-CURED LEAF.

Gives apleasant,cool smoke. Tryitandit willgiveyousatisfaction

NOONDAY OIL
BRIGHT, CLEAR, STEADY LIGHT.

Insistupon havingNOONDAY.


