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CATHOLIC CHAFPLAINS FOR SOUTH AFRICA,

Tur followiug Catholic chaplains are serving with the British
foroes in Sonth Africa: The Rev, E. Ryan from Aldershot,the Rev.
E. M. Morgan from Halifax, Nova Scotia, and the Rev. L. J,
Matthews from Alexandria.

NEWS FROM THE FRONT BY A CORRESPONDENT WHO WAS NoT
THERE.

The war correspondent of the Sydney Frecman’s Journal, who

has not been nearer South Afrioa than Cirsular Quay, has sent the
following graphic and luminous items of war mews to his
journal :—
) T was surprised to find on landing at Natal that‘the Trish
were loyal at the Cape.’ This is the first time in our history that
the Irish were loyal. During the Peninsunla War, where our own
army list gives the Irish at 75 per cent. of the whole army—from
Irish Wellington at their heisd t) Irmsh Piddy overwhelmingly
predominating in the ranks—they were not to be relied on. And
with such traitors to England blotting the pages of our history as
Wellington, Welseley, Rob:rts, De Vaux, Freoche, Sir Binden Bloed,
Outram, the Beresfords, the Napiers, Kitchener, Sir George Brown.
and hundreds of other officers and thousands of that rank and file
whose wild ¢ Fangh-a-B llagh’ waa more effective than the bayonets
of other troops, I tell you it was astounding to find the Irish loyal
at the Cape.

I find the Boers are strongly posted on an inaccessible mountain
near}y two feet high. Their position was considered mnassailable,
but they were finally dislodged by a New South Wales J.T., who
threatened to commit the whole lot for contempt of court.

Saturday, November 4. —Ladysmith was attacked this morning

by some armed ruffians in red coats, She beat them off with an
umbrella, and reported the matter to the Boer police. Constable
Kruger has got a clue.

Sanday, 5—The [rish are still loyal at the Uape. |

Monday, 6.~The English attacked an outlying village with
great determination. After five Lours’ severe fighting the English
commander ordered his troops to fall back,

Later.—The village hasn't capitulated.

Later still.—The village isn’t likely to capitulate,

Tuesday, 7.-~A Boer army of 12,000 (twelve thonsand) attacked
the British position this morning early. Tke British force available
was only 3000 (three thousand) There was desperate fightiug on
both sides, The Boer loss was about 15,000 men killed and wounded
and 5000 prisoners, while the British loss was one man killed and
two frightened to death.

Wednesday, 8.—The Boers wete in a strongly-fortified position
thie morning on the veldt. They had strengthened the position by
driving stakes of wood 39 feet high all round their camp, and
covering them from bottom to top with barbed wire and broken
bottles. Early in the morning the British infantry were served out
with 13 rounds each of American axes. These were fired ab the
stakes at 2000 yards range and the whole lot &ere cut down, and
the British maiched triutnphantly into the enemy’s camp. It was
noticed 811 throngh this battle that the firing of the Briti:h was
altogether superiur to the firing of the Boers. In fact the only man
on theside of the Boers who sould hit anything with a rifle was

an Irishman, He hit every time—with the butt end 'The Boer
losses were very heavy ; tae only casualty on the British side was |
one man kicked by a donkey.

It is 1eported that the Irish are still loyal at the Cape. !

THE CEBURCH IN SOUTH AFRICA, i

As the war in Sou'h Africa is likely to affect the Catholic
missions there, the following account of these will be of interest to
our readers at the present juncture :—

The Transvaal was formerly part of the Natal Vieariate, but on
the 15th of March it was declared a separate prefecture. The
mission, which is conducted by the Oblate Fathers, embraces thg|

territory of the Boer Republic. The firat priest to visit the
Transvanl was Father Hondewanger. On his arrival at Potchel-
stroom in 1868 he was warned by the Government officials not to
celebrate Mass under peril of being expelled. His remonstrances
were answered by the threat being carried into effect. He received
twelve hours’ notice, and a field-coruet was instructed to see him out
of the country,

This obnoxious regulation was repealed in the following year
through the efforts of the Catholic residents and owing to the visit
of the Governor of Kuilimaine, a Catholic, who wished to be present
at Mass. Since then there has been considerable progress. There
are churches with resident priests at Pretoria, Juhannesburp,
Potchefstroom, Kletksdorp, Barberton, Vieischfontein, and Lyden-
burg. The Marist Brothers have a collegze with five or six
hundred pupils at Johanvesburg, and there are in the same town
thmg convent schools under the direction of the Sisters of the Holy
Family. The Oblate Fathers conduct a college at Pretoria, and both
there and in connection with the other missions there are convent
schools, whilst at Vieischfontein there is an indnstrial school for
natives,

The Transvaal Government gives no aid to Catholic schools of
any deseniption, but there is little of that active hostility to the
Church which was shown in England not so many years ago. The
Sisters, who have the care of the hospitals at Johannesburg and
Klerksdorp, have found good friends amongst Boers and Uitlanders
alike, The Orange Fres State is also a Vicariate, and the Vicar-
Apostolic is the Right Rav. Dr, Ganghran, 0.M 1., so well known in
Engtand. It will be rememb red by our readers (says the Catholic
Z'imes) that on his visit to tais country some years ago we published
an interview with him ia these columns, He then spoke with
gratification of the missionary prospects in the Free State, and the
condition of the missions, colleges, convents, and schools as a proof
that his hopes had been largely realised. But war could not fail to
have a most disturbing effect not only in the Transvaal and the
Free State, but throughout South Africa. Many of the priests in
the country districts would have to leave their missions; native
converts would again fall under the infinence of their pagan
associates ; and, generally speaking, the work of the missions would
be thrown back ten or twenty yeara.

Mymrg AND Co., Dentists, Octagon, corner of George strect
They guarantes highest class work at moderate fees. Their arti-
ficial teeth give general eatisfaction, and the fact of them supplying
a temporary denture while the gums are healing does away with
the inconvenience of being months withont teeth. They manufac-
ture a zingle artificial tooth for Ten Shillings, sand sets equally
moderate, The administration of nitrous-oxide gas is aiso a great

bmnt to those needing the extraction of a tooth, Read advertise
mont,~—,",

For Christmas and New Year prescents we recommend our
readers to go to the D.I.C. The wonderful variety and magnitude
of the Company's stock is almost bewildering, from the highest
clasa goods to the most moderate priced. Beautiful leather goods,
brushware, basket and rash work, ornaments, jowellery, dolls,
puzzles, outdoor and indoor games, all the latest Christinas and
New Year cards, etc. A visit to the D.I C. Fancy Goods Showrooms

will well repay you. DILC, High and Rattray streets,
Dunedin,—*,*

Lyitelton Times saye :(—* Gawneand Co., the manufacturers, of
George street, Dunedin, send us & sample of their Worcestershire
Sauce, made like Lea and Periin’s ©* from the receipt of a conntry
nobleman,” who must have been a fastidious feeder, and Gawne and
Co. must have got the same receipt, as their sauce is indistinguish-
able from the famous Lea and Perrin’s. People who like a relish
with their meats—and what man does not—should be grateful to
that anonymous conntry nobleman for spending his time in experi-
menting to such good purpose~—,*,

WHITE'S Furnishing Warehouse.

ANY ARTICLE OF FURNITURE, SUITABLE FOR COTTAGE OR

If you
CARPETS,

Require CHINA,

MANSION :
LINOLEUMS, FLOGRCLOTHS,
“LASS, EARTHENWARE,

FURNISHING DRAPERY, &c.

You should unguestionably visit this Establishment, which has grown during Thirty-five Years from one of the
Smallest to the Most Extensive in the Colony.

PRICES LOWER, QUALITY BETTER, AND A LARGER SELEGTION

THAN YOU CAN
Steam Cabinet Works :
ST, ASAPH ST., CHRISTCHURCH.

INSPECTION INVITED

OBTAIN ANYWHERE ELSE.

Show Rooms ;
TUAM ST., CHRISTCH'JRCH,



