
In an article entitled, 'My Father as Iknew Him,' and con'
tributed to Temple Bar by Mr. Daniel O'Connell, there is the
following story illustrative of the great Liberator's marvellous
power of keeping anaudience inhand:Many instances have been
related,bothin the pages of my father's biographers and thoseof
other chroniclers of his times, concerning the wonderful personal
influence he wielded:a magnetic force of will whereby he was
enabled tocontrol themany thousands of ruggedpeasantsgathered
to hear him on the wild hillsideas easily ashe swayed the more
civilisedcrowds assembled inpublichalls. Eachandall obeyedhis
directing will with an unanimity little short of marvellous. The
following example of this has not, Ibelieve, been previously
published. On a certain occasion a meeting had been convened,
and a crowd assembled in a large room on the first floor of a
building in Kingstown. My father was about to address the
people, when a gentleman, pale with fear, made his way to the
platform,and hoarsely whispered:'Liberator,the floor is giving
wayI thebeams that shore itup arecracking, and we shall all fall
through ina few minutes.'

'Keep silent,'said my father quietly;
then, raisinghis voice,he addressed the assembly,saying:'Ifind
thisroom is too small tocontain thenumber whodesire tocome in,
so we must therefore leave it and hold the meeting outside the
building.' At this a few rose and went out, but the majority
retained their seats. 'Then,'said my father, 'Iwill tell you the
truth; youare Irishmen, and, therefore, brave men. The floor is
giving way,and we must leave this roomat once; if there is a
panicanda rußh to the door we shall all be precipitated into the
roombelow,butif you obey my orders weshall be safe. Let the
dozen men nearest the door go quietly out, then the next dozen,
and so on till all have gone. Ishall be the last toleave.' His
instructions were obeyed to the letter,and he waited patient and
calm till allhad left insafety. Thenhe walkedquietly across the
sundering, cracking floor,reaching the door just as the shattered
beams gave way. And thus,by the force of his strong will,wasa
fearful accident mercifully averted.

C The composer Verdi celebrated his eighty-sixth birthday on
October 9.

(...MidshipmanHnddart,of the flagship Doris, who was killed at
GrassPan,SouthAfrica, last week, was a nativeof Sydney,and a
son 6f Mr.James Huddart,well-known inshipping circle?.

The death of Mr.E. Byrne, F.J.1., late editor of the Daily
Independent,Dublin,whichtook placeat Tuam about themiddle of
October, is deeply regretted, especially by his brother journalists.
Before

" the split' for many yearshe edited the Freeman's Journal.
Underhis control it became a great power ;in fact, its word was
stronger thanlaw with IrishNationalists.

A picturesque figure disappears from the English Church
Congress and the ministry of the Anglican Church in 'Father '
Ignatius, who announces his intention to retire into 'lay com-
munion.' Ina lengthy manifesto he asserts that the Archbishops
andBishops,while they will not tolerate anyspecies of heresy orunbelief, are 'very energetic in suppressing Catholic worship to
gratify ignorant,godlessbigots ;andevenforbidincense tobe used
during the Eucharistic offering, though GodHimself demands it.'
Under these circumstances,'he feels that he

'cannot, as a faithfulChristian, takepart in theministry
'
ofthe Church of England.

The Bight Hon. R. J.Seddon,P.C,who has just been elected
unopposedasmember of theHouse ofRepresentativesforWestland,
wasborn at Ecoleston, near St. Helens,Lancashire,and is now in
his fifty-fifth year. He came out toVictoria in1863,and later on
he was attracted to the New Zealand goldfields,andsettled down
on the West Coast, wherehe verysoon came to the front as a local
politician. He became a member of the Westland Provincial
Council,andafter a time was elected chairman of that body. He
was the first Mayor of Kumara. He was returnedto theHouse of
Representativesfor Hokitikain1879, andrepresentedKumara from
1881 to 1890, when he was returned for Westland. In 1891 he
accepted office as Minister of Minesin theBallance Ministry, and
on the .death of Mr.Ballance he became Premier of the Colony.
Since then he has held, at intervals, nearly every portfolio. Mr.
Seddon went to England at the time of theQueen's Jubilee, when
he was made aPrivy CouncillorandanLL.D.of Cambridge.

The most popular manin the House of Representativesis the
Hon.Captain Russell, who never forgets under the greatest provo-
cation that he is a gentleman. Captain Russell has just been
returned without,opposition for Hawke's Bay. Heis the son of
Lieutenant-Colonel Russell and wasborn at Sandhurst,Berkshire.
England, in1838. He came to New Zealand when seven yearsof
age, but later on returned to England to be educated. Having
joined the army he was successively captainin the 14th and 58th
regiments, revisiting New Zealand on military service in1851 and
againin1861. In the latter yearheleft the armyandsettled down
in the Hawke's Bay district. Captain Russell was formerly a
member of the Hawke's Bay Provincial Council, and having
entered the General Assembly as M.H.R. for that district, was
Pdktmaster-GeDeral and Commissioner of Telegraphsin the fourth
Atkinson administration in 1884, and Colonial Secretary and
Minister of Defence and Justice from October, 1889, to December,
1890.
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People we Near About. The Hon. John MoEenzie,Minister of Lands, has beenreturned
unopposed for the Waihemo electorate. Mr. McKenzie is anativeof
Ardross, Ross-shire,Scotland, where he was born over60 yearsago.
In1860 he came to this Colony, when he soon became manager of
Paketapu Station, near Palmerston South. Later on he took to
farming on his own account in the Shag Valley. In 1865 he
wasmadeclerkand treasurer to thelocal RoadBoard,andsecretary to
the local SchoolCommittee. In1868 he contested Waikouaitifor a
seat in theProvincialCouncil of Otago,but wasdefeated. -In1871,
however, he was successful, and retained the positionuntil the
abolition of theprovinces. In1881 he was elected to theHouse of
Representativesfor Moeraki, and has sat in the House for various
constituencies ever since. When the Ballance Government came
into office in 1891hegot the portfolioof Lands. Mr McKenzie was
absent from theHouse during the whole of last session,having gone
to England toundergo a serious surgical operation, which, happily,
was very successful. Prior to his departure for England he was
therecipient of severalpresentations from admirers in allparts of
the Colony.
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The hearts of men are their books,eventsare their tutors,great
actions are their eloquence.

ESTABLISHED 1859.

NEW ZEALAND INSURANCE COMPANY
(FIRE AND MARINE).

"PITAL £1,000000
PAID UP AND RESERVES £400,000

WITH UNLIMITED LIABILITY OF SHAREHOLDERS.

THE PREMIER COLONIAL COMPANY
Fire and Marine Risks accepted at Lowest Current Rates. Losses settled with promptitude and liberality.

OTAGO BRANCH :Corner of Rattray and Crawford Streets, Dunedin.
_ WILLIAM I.BOLAM, Manager.

ANOTHER LOCAL VICTORY ! FOUR YEARS OF SUFFERING !

LOASBY'S WAHOO
AGAIN SCORES A VICTORY.

CumberlandStreet,Dunedin,NovemberIst, 1899
The Manager,Loasby's Wahoo Manufacturing Co.Ltd.,

Dear Sir,—Ibeg tosayIwasa sufferer from Indigestion for OVER FOUR YEARS. Isuffered fromsick headachesand
pains in my back and side. Icould not sleep well

—
Iwasadvised to try Loasby's Wahoo,and itcured meat once. Words cannotexpress thebenefitIreceived from it. Iadvise all sufferers from Indigestionto takeLoasby's Wahoo.

(Signed) (Mrs.) Lilly Liddell.
LOASBY'S WAHOO never fails. What it has done for Mrs.Liddell ithas done for hundredsof others.

TAXQBV'G ITAAT TD XU Relieves the worstHeadacheorNeuralgic attack in a few minutes.liUAftDIU llUUlilDAn It relieves instantly.

SoleManufacturersandProprietors— LOASßY'S WAHOO MFG. CO., Ld.
Wholesale Agents— KEMPTHORNE,PROSSER & COS N.Z. DRUG CO., LD.


