
December 3, Sunday.— Firstof Advent.„ 4, Monday.— St.Peter Chrysologus.„ 5, Tuesday.— St. Barbara, Virgin andMartyr.„ 6, Wednesday.— St. Nicholas,Bishop.„ 7, Thursday.— St. Ambrose,Bishopand Confessor„ 8, Friday.
—

Feast of theImmaculateConception.„ 9, Saturday.— St.Eutichianus, Popeand Martyr.

FEAST OF THEIMMACULATE CONCEPTIONOF THE BLESSED
VIRGINMARY.'The woman shall crush the serpent's head.' .Such -was the

mercifulpromisemade by God to our first parents when they stood
before him in terror and confusion tohear themost jast sentence
of punishmentpasseduponthem. Heaven wasnow closed to them
and theirdescendants, and thepitof hell lay open. The guilt and
stain of sin, the sting1 of concupiscence,labour,sickness, and all the
ilia of life, terminable only by the anguish of death, were hence-
forth to be their portion and the inheritance of their race. But,
through the infinite mercy of God, they had now the consolationof
knowing that the day wouldcome when asecond Eve,the daughter
of her who had brought death into the world,should bring back
life

—
when the child of her who had been overcomeby the devil

should conquer him in turn,and by bringing into the world the
promisedRedeemer 'should crush the serpent's head,'inother words,
should destroy thepower of Satan whose malice had brought ruin
tomankind.

The first beginning of the fulfilment of this piomise is seen in
the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin. Mary, the
seoondEve,was from the first moment of her existence triumphant
over thepower of the devil,being by a special privilege preserved
from the guilt and stainof original sin and fromallmotions of
concupiscence, that is, thenatural inclination to evil whichis the
consequenceof sin. She aloneof all mankind was ever pure and
spotless

—
a beautifuland snow-whitelily in the midstof unsightly

thorns, anenclosed garden into which Satan couldneverpenetrate,
but whereinthe Tree of Life, Jesus, the Saviour of the world,was
to spring forth,bearing the fruit of innumerable bouls redeemed
fromsinandhell.

That Mary was conceived Immaculate has always been the
belief of theChurch,but ithas not alwaysbeen definedin express
words as an article of faith. Indeed, there hare been good and
holy men who thought it more probable that Mary was conceived
like the rest of mankind in the sin of Adam, but waspurified in
her mother's womb, as we read of St. John the Baptist. This
opinionnever found favour with theHoly See, thepure fountainof
revealed truth. Those who followedit werenot indeed condemned
as heretics, for the Church had not yet spoken, but they were
bidden to be silent andnot publicly assertor defendsuch a doctrine.
On the contrary,those who affirmed inword or writing thatMary
in her very conception was perfectly pure and spotless, who
established confraternities, erected altars and churches or set up
statues,pictures, or other works of art inhonour of her Immaculate
Conception, received the warmapprovaland blessing of the Vicar
of Christ,along withmanyindulgences andother spiritual favours.

For a long time anardent desire had prevailed throughout the
Church that Mary should not only be lovedand honoured by the
faithful as ever pure and spotless, but that the doctrine of her
Immaculate Conception should be solemnly proclaimed to the
worldasa necessaryarticle of faith, sothat noonecould ever call
in question this greatest of all her privileges. This universal
desireat length found expression in petitions from allparts of the
world signedby aninnumerable multitude of bishops,priests,and
laymen, which wentup to the Holy See in humble request that the
Vicar of Christ would,by defining the doctrine of the Immaculate
Conception, satisfy the longing aspirationsof the faithful. Where-
upon the venerable Pontiff Pius IX., after consulting the Holy
Spirit in prayer and fasting,published on December 8, a.d.1834,
the famous Bull in which he declares, as Supreme Teacher and
Pastor of the flock of Christ,that the doctrine which teaches that
this Blessed.Virgin was in her first conception,by a special grace
and through themerits of her DivineSon, preservedfromall stain
of original Bin, is a truthrevealed by God, whichnoonecan deny
withoutincurring the guilt of heresy.

Since the public definition of theImmaculate Conception the
devotion to this mystery, which was alwaysa favourite one with
the Saints of God, has become more widely known and deeply
impressed in the hearts of the faithful. No one indeed wholoves
the Blessed Virgin can help rejoicing at this her most glorious
privilege.

St.Alphonsus Ligouri tellsus thatthe devotion to this mystery
is especially efficacious in enabling us toovercome the dangerous
temptationsof the flesh ;whencehe wasaccustomed to recommend
his penitents who were tempted to the sinof impurity to recite
daily three Hail Marys in honour of Mary Immaculate. And the
VenerableJohn of Avilaassuresus thathenever foundanyone who
practised a true devotion to the Immaculate Conceptionof Mary
anddidnot in a short time obtain the gift of that angelic virtue
whichrenders U3 so dear toher virginal heart.

1O Mary conceived withoutsin.pray for us whohaverecourse
to thee! By thy SacredVirginity and ImmaculateConception, O
most pure Mother and Queen of Virgins, obtain for me purity of
soulandbody 1 Amen.'

Thursday, November 30,1899.]

Friends at Court.
GLEANINGS FOR NEXT WEEK'S CALENDAR.

NEW ZEALAND TABLET.

(Written for the N.Z.Tablet.)

7

rpHB Leading House in CHRTSTCHURCH for Drapery, Mantles, and BEATH AJJT)'QA

VICTORIA INSURANCE COMPANY,
LIMITED.

ESTABLISHED 1849.
Local Director, J. T. WRIGHT Esq. (Messrs. Wright,

Stephensonand Co.)
This Old-Established Company accepts

FIRE RISKS on buildings and Contents of every des-
cription, also ongrainin field.

MARINE RISKS on Wool fromsheep'sback to London,
and on goods shipped coastwise or to anyport in
the world.

GUARANTEE RISKS Insuring the fidelity of persons
in positions of trust.

BRANCHES AND AGENCIES THROUGHOUT THE COLONY,
Further informationto behad fromany of the Company's

Representatives.

HeadOffices for New Zealand " NO. 5 BOND STREETj
JAMES EDGAR,

Manager forNew Zealand.

gTEAM ARTESIAN WELL SINKER
HouseandSanitaryPlumber, liotandCold Water

Services. Founder andGeneralEngineer. Maker of
the Celebrated Titan Steel Windmill. Creamery and
ButterFactory Machinery. Contractor to the Central
DairyCompany. Pumps,Pipes,Rams,Gasfittings,etc.,
etc., fixed at Lowest Rates. Estimates and Plans on
Application.

THOMAS DANKS,
ProvidenceWorks, Lichfield street,Christohurch, N.Z.

THE LATEST PAMPHLET TO READ."The Church and Commerce, Industry, Sciences,
and Arts,"

Illustrating ina striking and most interesting manner that the
CatholicChurch has atall times been the mother of all the factors-

of truecivilisation.
Written by the VERY REV. FATHER LE MENANT DESCHESNAIS, S.M., V.G. Price -

6d.
We havealso anumber of"

OUT OF THE MAZE/
by the sameauthor. Price " 6d.

Copies may behad by sendingpostalnotesor stamps to
J. MURRAY, TabletOffice.

QIT V HOTEL, DUNEDIN.
Having LEASED my

'Vi£s2i*>r .v-„. HOTEL to Messrs. J. J.
/ -*.INLr CONNOR and J. T.

.r^-^^iHHH^^^b *^fsT THANK the PATRONS

J. F.NIXON-
WITH reference to the above,we feel thatit ishardly necessary

toassure our Friends and thePatronsof the'City' that no
effort willbe spared on ourpart to merit the Patronageso liberally
bestowed onour esteemedpredecessor.

J.J. CONNOR,
J.T HARRIS,

Proprietors

TWO WELLERS TOBACCO
Made from ExtraChoice MATURED SUN-CURED LEAF.

Givesapleasant,coolsmoke. Tryitanditwillgiveyousatisfaction

NOONDAY OIL
BRIGHT, CLEAR, STEADY LIGHT.

InsistuponhavingNOONDAY,


